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NEWSLETTER INTENTION%

The intention of thia Newsletter ia to brina thoee of us together bhat are interested in
FSB Ripcord, RVN, The:events, the people, the hurmor, the memories of that time are being
~written by those that served thers. We want this to be a  healthy -experience for the
‘Veteran, his or her family or friends, We enOOurage you to write, call and talk, or aend '
‘a taped messagée to us‘with your feelings about our Newsletter or Ripcord in aeneral

wish to Aimprove as we grow and your inittal input is. neceesary

‘However, there may be those Veterans Who are gtill troubled by their Vietnam experience B
+ We. regret this situation, but can not”’ share responsibility for their reactions regarding
~ the Newsletter contents. Ideally, thib Newsletter will help a11 of us through our - past
~and ipto a rewarding future . R .
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"coNTAcTe/NEW FAcEs ”'
- Rick "DOG" Kellogg |

LTG Robert M. Seitz

 Gary Jestes - "BURNING SHIT"
- (photo compliments of Gary Jestes)
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SIT/REP
FRQM FIBEBA&E WHIPPANY
E.As we enter the new. year.
take the opportunity to "address

‘igsues, A3 most of you: know, the'
few issues of the newsletter: have:

Amer ican Legion post #155

I want to express my sincereat thanks to

County - Commapder.
too .
-The. ‘Legion‘ hhs .

- Commander' Doug Bapon,
" Dick Japko and'. a': hogt
numerpus to| mention, -

~of . others -

‘We really do operate on a° sho@atring
- more. ways than ong,
. how we ever get the '
. Chip mentioned in the . lagt newsletter . -
I’d like to
a few
last

in,L
newaletier = out:

it's & four step process, It all- starts

out with Chip:in Virginia, From there -the

rough-drafi goes:to Blackie in- Nebragka

_ come. -
- from Whippapy, N.J. This has been -made
possible by the kindnese and supyort of

_Blackie, like- Chip then puts
‘hours of hard  work. mdking the mgatpr*?j

.copy. 5
l The maater copy then comea to Whippanyﬁi;f-
- for .duplication,  sertipg; - atap;ing,4*
‘*-envelope gtuffing - and  mailing.-

granted me -the ~use. ‘of  thelr. .gopier, -

‘“Let'a face 1t folks,.
we'rg out of-

bixginess. I.for ons,
:‘ever Want 1o '

gee that happen.
Qgﬂeﬁé
‘beliefs and: values

_I an very proud36£JQYili£ﬁlé_tbwn.
. i3 where  my.
Bpawned and:

- without a copler
 de’t':.

PRI . .-

weref';
nurtured by: the. greatest man.

- who ever lived, my fathor. We are Yaryafi

fortunate here in Whippany to . have not

Just one, ‘|but service

_ two - -great
-organizationg,

I apa  member .

past 5301

of : beth -
American Leg,on pogt #155 and V F W B

 Yietnap that we'd all like to pread, o
-8 little time ‘and do a retrospective. -
- None - of ug s a Michener or Heminggay. -
We're not, interested in grammep, Only in; o
‘\'what you: have bo say : {_ e

Aa much as t e Ripcord Assooiation has 4 

- prganization

. adopted . the. ;own of Whippany,- these fine

have  adopted
fhippany as the site of our
- dnitial reunion because I knew I would
gel. the much needed support of these two

. day.

It's. --n-ice-_.-'---.‘q,o .know that .ou_r"

-:JorganiaatiOn$ care - gbout ‘the

the yeunion? Are you going to bring the

~ next reunion back to Whippany? We'd love
to have you hack. I- Lan*t answere their

questlons, That's up to you' readers to
decide, but 1t - food for thought

groupa Theiy suppopt oontinues to. thia".

serviee@ﬁx
- Ripcord
Assoolation: iIt's also a Breat . feeling -
to visit one of the posts and have -the:
inevitable questjon asked.of me,:How wag .

- call us the fergotten soldiers,. S
. too were-also forgotten. You had “to ‘man'
the: home frqnt the most diffioult Job Of‘

- Firebase
Speaking on behalf of

The next item on, . agenda is 5upport g

“want to thank., - @yeryone,
coptributions - to . us

: he
- ngwaletter golng. We

no

to keep
~ charge

E menbeyshlp fes and hope we. never  have

Yo, :Ag-our: membership grows, so: do  our

cogte. Postage alone is running close to

$100 3 month. Ona of our major goala’ is

- to be able to bhuy a copier, but we're

~ doing little better than breaking even
sach month,”

‘that. has . sent. ..

B what 1t 1s today and'_f"j

klAB I mantaoned to
- reupion, I
sug, . 2 I

pan say thanks to
contribution to the cauaa

Laat but not leaat, you our raaders have
a lot. of stories about Ripcord:

‘enjoy wrlting -gbout

know what'I ~did ' over ' thers.-
interagted in- knowing what
for you guys, I'm also interested in
reading about the Vietnam experience from- -

the point - of view of our wives and

girlfriends. How about it ladies? “They -

“but - you

all,

That’s'abont it- from
~ Whippany,

GhiP)_ChuCk: Blackie ':‘;';3'kh
and myself. we thank ' "o o d]wm
everyong who ' have = . &
helped - make . the .. . : .?
Ripoord  Association: " jer

for continued growth
and Buccess ‘in. the

" new year,‘ﬁ L .: ,. f?”:'jx

Johaniﬂale 

- Secy., Treas.
Crny IR

Sometimes I - wonder.'_”,
Ag

in imany-:

«The .~
-mailing labels come from Chuck Hawkins in . .
Virginia, Every issue is a minor mipgele. -
_with a lot of hard work involyed, We. are. .
about 8¢ non profit, as you -oan get:: o
- you like the newsletter and its gont?nts,_--Jss
" and: Judging by our membership yow do; 'you..
the gtaff with -

I

‘and
JTake _

SOme of you at theﬁ*  R
Sy
_experiences, but at- the rate- Itm. goinsaff-'

© 1’11 ‘bevout of material. soon. Basideg, T
I'm very
it was like



| IxGOMING
| Deoember, 1988

| The“ipoord eport came to my houss hnd.‘7

it wag .another fine . Job.-
coples -of poems I got

KEnelosed- are.
-at. Camp: Evens

THE SCREAMING BAGLES’ soﬂn f

(YOU LOAD. 18" TONS AND WHAT DO YOU GET)

(5”’.-.. ) i
R . . .

I came into Cam Ranh one, early morning

- Wishing to hell I'd never been horn

while in P training. You may want to Usef :

them in Bipeerd Report.

at
-Waehington Di¢, Even though I was

. REMF, : Vietna
It 8 memory _ill never fnde awey

I endoyed Teeting all you - guys

| Take nare, )
" Qary: .Jestes | -
-_Manoheeter, nD

P.5. Enoloeed sre tHo photo 8 you might o S T |
I reported in to Charlie Company

-want 1o wuse.

L T T T R R v

Deoember, 1988

'Here is &, flyer on the Debt
" Parade in May. .%o far we.
- appx. 14,000 te 15,000 “but more
participate by May. We -are.

looks’ good. There were 80 Medal of Honor

. winners..at- the - dinner -they had * in
Chicago, we:expect at. least 20, Also.eI.:
am: having a reunion for - C 00,,_51/506,
-89-70 but also included in this

_are- all Ripcord eurvivors._

T have been in oontaot with 1015t DlV -

' HQ gt Ft, Campbell and we are . having a

ig still sunk deep:in me,.

-of Honor
are expeoting
oould -
working on
the.Medal of Honor dinner and it really

Went to P training then to’old Phu Bai.
Up where the Snreamins Eaglee fly

e e e oy e .

*CHORUS*

You're: humping the bush end what do yeu get
Another day shorter and a gallon of swest
People back home having all kinds of fun ce

o But I OWB my sonl to the 101

P et O T ke 4 ik ke e Mo o D [t o el e

1 said 'me oh my, what's" happen to me e

Issued. a rucksack and a gun- -
They -said the log- bixd leavee at & qnerter

' past one,

_reunion.

Color Guard from the 101st, All of this

will coineide with .the “parade

. and.
will be-an all weekend event., I

1t
really .

hope as: many-members.-of Ripcord Assc, as . .

possible can attend this event.
bell anyone interested to contact me

CM2BA1
Fragrnentatlon
b Granade :

M- ?4VVhHe )

Lo LR I w Frppgs ﬁ

S i
M:185 Smoka

ooy mppte

Pleasea-,

T A L o e G P g

*CHORU&*

. Tha 501et is a mean machine |

If you ever spen on fight then . you d know'
what. .1 mean:

The first to come and the last to go= : L
. It seems they always call on Old Geronimo. -

Y T~ perp g S

*CHORUS*
It 5 been a long hard summer of gweat .end
strain .
The monsoon’s: here and it beginning' to
rain

We don't, have a permanent AO but, Shib hits

the fan

We're the first’ to go

i L B i o 2 b

FCHORDS

g One of theee days I m gonna go- on home :

The Jungles of Nam no longer to roam
Civilian life is where I'11"be - :
But the 101 will liys-in my memory:.

THE SCREAMING EAGLE ) SONG sent in by Gary

_Jeetes
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- gergeants,

MQRE INGOMING

_The following are excerpts taken from

lettors sant to John Mihalko ainoe the_.;

_reunion

s

7November 2 1987

Thank" you for your: letter and your “kind '
remarks.: That was thoughtful oi you to

Write, j

My wife and I Were privilaged to be: with -
you, the other Ripeord  soldiers, and

© your wives and friends. It wss 8 good

oxperience for: ua It wag: moving It was -

'humblins,_._- L

-< Y0u and your fellow soldiera are the
ones who fonght and’ hled and died on
Ripcord and in ‘the surrounding mountains
The: . Jack - Henneays; - §id -
" Berrys, and Ben Harrisons did “our “best

- and  Jungles.-
to guide; direet, and support ‘you, - But

you privataa, speclalists,.
lieutenants,

'fyou.';;: qsi

Collins

You're ‘right, Chip
realize what

.'that ha did Ihat he did. o

' Please give y rESﬂrda to your wife I
epdoyed. talk_ng with the two of - you, o1
trust. you’ll . continue
" reminiscenee:

Me both endoy
and learn from them. b

g S&ncérélg,:“?
~ Bid Berry .

= e e e e e e b e

Qotober 31, 1987

Thghkﬂ"'fqr'fyoup part in making the s
reunjon a reality. Also.thanks for . yeur -
efforts to keep: _:the-

-continuing
Agsociation. going

1 was Blad to meet you face to face and
also get a chance to meet Kathie, I'm.

gure you two have a great time,

corporals,-

_ ‘paptains, .

 majors; and lieutenant colonels were the . .
" gladiators in the srena. And we with the: -~
more- senior rank take our hata off to

didn ﬂ B
ha started 2.1/2. y6ars Bgo; . -
but T join many - others ' in. being glad

-sharing  your:

of’ your days .as a soldler -
around. Ripooyd with thoge of us who vead -~ - -~ . . 0

*- the RIPCORD NEWSLETTER, - - -Boh ‘Seitz is now a Lt. Cdl
© T remember him fondly a8 1 T4,

'Encloﬁed is ny review of "Platoon" and, 1

guese you would say, g lot of % ny

-perapective on "the war, 'Feel fr@ﬁ' to_f

publiah any of it ﬁnywhera.

Many reunion attendeas thanked me jfor';;
General Berry and ' myself ‘attending land -

 stated they were kind of aurpriaed that -

- we came. I'was surprised by the surpfise.”
 The anawer ig quite aimpl@ Wa cared then;_ g
~w_and We care now, S S

.Warmqst wiahaaj i “.:iL o .f"l:ljul~?':"
. Ben Happdson - SR I

-_Decamher 14, 198?

- After three plus years in Germany, we'#éﬁ'

finally returned "to the atates, We're .
happy to .be home, - I'm .doing some

schooling ‘now in’ preparation : fo;.: a l_f. -

Pantagon Job sometime next, summer.

“He've got g nice place in Alexandria, VA, o

Just across.  the river  from. Washington

D.C. The. 101st. Airborne Div. has a- piaeiil:'

memorial by Arlington National “Cemgtery.

- I understand the veterans E&thep therg Onif%
‘Memorigl Day gach May. - B

[

Your 1etter to e - last year meant, “and

ﬁtill doeﬂ a gr‘eat deal o me, ﬂnd I hope o

we have the opportunity gometime in 88 -

o to mset again @fter 50 inany Yeara

Sincerely, o

but Chip and :'

platoon leader of Recon, 2/606. The  then -
Lt. Seits was ‘my - last " ‘platoon leader

“during my tour. Lt. Seitz came ‘to Recdn
“after: Ripcord He was new and looking fopr’ x
oo oastdon, 1 was ahort and dream;ng of o
- ;Whippany o o

" He was West Point I Was a draftee Our ,
~backgrounds were very different, bt iy
didn’t" matter.-I relied on him and "hp . .

- valued my' experienve.’ :
- prized pogsessions 1is ~his t “bar and -

crogged rifles which T used one ~evening ™

. hack at Evans to con a hot meal out. of

one of the meas halls, many hours after

they werg closed for the evening

ey

‘Beitz;

Ope of - my' mogt



REUNION

My thoughts on- the. feunion"ere”‘ean?
Finding the! right words .te

gress _
mysdlf ie a different matter. Putt1 g it

'gsimply, I had a fantastic time. My. only
ragreh ia that it had o end,

" Chuck and Glends did a magnifiaentf job.

in pytting - it . all  together.

had a lot of much needed help, Chuck and
* Glpnda went it alone and they are 10. . be
: oommended for their efforta

. thoing Chip g aentiments, it’s great

getting the old gang together again, You -
all mean a lot to me. I only. wish -we

lived -cloger to one. apother. = Seeing
Frank . (ohzales. again after 17 years

"brought hack  a lot of memories most

notable being the captured r.p.d. ‘which

~ he wrote abouty 1in _iSaue #3 of the .

'newsletter,

"Meeting new people Wwas " one’ of the

common . hond and
Basily.

It Was Eeod to see apd talk to the

~ wives, Ladies, if your men are -anything
like.me, you have tha . touBhEBt Job of
all; putting up with us. "Many a night
I've gald to Kathy,
Legion or V.F.W, for awhile.” ."I won't
be long."

_,John.‘ She B usually rlght of course,

I must also mention ‘and. thank my bebt

friend Poje. Without hig help I probablyj
wouldn' t have been.. able to make - the

reunion, but Poje is that- kind of guy.
Our friendship spans .3 1/2 deeades and
has never missed & beat, 1 introduced

him to his first wife, but he got even

He introduoed me to mine
Probably the only experience

Poje  selected the Navy and .say the
world I got the Army and saw Ripcord. I

me,

REFLECTIONS

- The eame oan be said e'for‘

‘T have to go to the

“Kathy gives me a knowing'smlle_n,
" and gaya, "I'll see you in the morning,

Cdidn't
share together wag our military careers, .

guess that makas him a lot ‘smarter than .

Angother highiigh£ *for'.me Was:ﬁmeeting-

Gensrals Berry and Harrison. I had wanted .
~ to meet . Ueneral Berry ever .since he
shared with ua excarpts:.from hig. persondl -

letters home during the Ripcord siege .

. publighed in the anniveraary iasue, July 3

1986,

s

... The General is everything I knew he wquld“
Syeakins_ x
from experience, it’s an awful ‘ot of -
work, a logistics nightmare, Last year I

be which. is honest, open, canded | and
sincere. There is alsc a spark 1in the;

General's eyes which conveys the pride o
hig military carger. and.the pride he- haa |

in ug the. common aoldiers.

Generale
Harrison. I knew I would have no  trogble
conversing with the (eneral whep 1

noticed his weatern boots, It's hard - for
" me to comprehend the decisions these: . men.
~ had to make. Without thelr decisions, ~ag.
- palnful as. they must have been, there’s a -

very.good. chance that there would  be ng
Ripecord Aesocietion,-let along a reunion..

Talking about all. you wonderful people is

: - eapy, Now comes the hard part, 171l never.
highlights. I guess that's what 1 like -

the_most, dbout our group, We all share a .
_ conyersation . CORBs .

forget -our trip to the 'wall.
for me ‘to describe,

It’s.  hard
~When the wall ‘was .

being constructed, I was. against it, I -~

wasn’t against a monument I Just didn’t
like :the idea of' a black :wall when - all
the: other monuments and buildings are _

- white,

Aftver seeing it and walking.thrOughfit I
like it. It’s perfect. It's peaoeful ‘and
serene, & very moving experlence for ‘me,
I'm glad Kathy was there to: walk - through

it with me. I looked at all the names and :

cried inside, not Just  for: the Ripcord-'
namee but for all. of them,

The wall has been called Lhe healing-'

place., Wheather that's true not,. I
don't know, I am sure of one’ thing You
will  feel something. It's a moving-
experience. T hope to make a return trip
some day,

To sum everything up, eur seeohd reuﬁibn_
.was ‘excellént from beginning to end, 48°T
'said'to (Gen, Harrigon on our +final day. -

“T'm - golng to head back to Whippany'
walking a little baller and feeling very

.proud " 1 did,

John Mihalko
Deci 1987 L

(5)



" statue from.

" ‘ingtead, Eve

A ot
ﬁTAﬁa AND sTRIPES'

' REUNION

Upon my arrival at the -Hotal - in

Washington I met Bill.Ayres in the lobby -
and Happy Hour began, It ended in a haze

sometime Jjust before dawn as what was

left. of us headed for our rooms, My room

SOMEONE,. -
ground -

was . on  the 13th floor and
-Btaying - .much . olager to the

: 'Genaral ‘s Berry and Harrison . ware Yery-
“friendly

and ' mest impressive.

‘You -

*-gouldn’t help hut like them, and I do* T

- did- however: have o struggle with my desp - - -
lifar« 1qsticts irqu*.j"

deolded 1t would be’ fun to push all the

buttons on the elivator,

taur of the Hotel, Tha reunion was well

isunder way :
Later that mqrninga

peeing: mission’ with.  Pode . as.
“ghauffeur, |Waghington ~D.C.  is = a
keautiful pl:ce to vielt, After driving
- around looking at. the sights for ‘awhile

" we found a p;aoe to park nnd atarted

,walkins

«As we got Ql?
I atarted to|tremble, -

—around apd leave but, . was  drawn . to it
. me ceased to
" hundreds of
' alpne

Q.Aftar reachi
at the Wall,

: ‘lt’s diffioult to - desoribe
nhow. i,uﬁelm

- Thera. wers  feelings .of

- sadness, gullt, relief, pride and g, very
strong feeling of satisfadtion that our .

fallen . friends had.  finally found a
resting plage where they

Jhonored and- ramamberad in a-. way _that
they deserve, - .

ith me very much-'
~hung over, we headed out. on our sight4'
SOUr .

5e fd‘the/V1etnam_UMQmérial. g
When I saw ~the ..~
distance I wanted to tury

HythﬁngaandlaVahyona-sargundf\
lexist, T was surrounded by .-
Aaoplgaybut=f§lt very much- .

~tha'atatue I lbokedgndQWn:f;

could be

I got a grand

- pooted. draftee ve.
f days gone by, -

Will Rogers in reverse feelins i
Liked an offioer I didn't meet, I suppoge

~ During my' short lived military carear I'_ o
- learned o dislike all officars above the
rank of Captain (after serving with Chpia;j |
A gortof
I pever:

Straub Captains were - O.Ki):

. part of that dislike came from & lack of . f “[
. personal: contact and -the way: W Were;f-

 _.expeoted ‘to - have ‘blind faith in: Qur;-  o
.i.laaders and their d@cision5' . _L_ T

“hrothers,

.;zﬁThe 1987 reunion wag & graat

“me in many ways,

on Hill 805, After-hearing his BUSHEL'S,

then. thinking about it~ for over: a month e
.. T fopnd that the  huge
- gtars
v,z,considerably

- and. str;pag g had narrowaq

This years: reunlon was yery rewarding to¥+‘

_ I was able to visit with-.

=my new found Ripoord friends and said ‘a = -

- ‘long over-due-godd bye to my ‘lost Delta -

Meeting and spesking with. -the .

<" Generals has helped me deal with some bad:

o feelings left over ! from - Vietnam and 3
think ‘that T’ ve maturad a great dgal'; =

zubecauae of it _ | PR

_ Xou won 1 b@ soryy - you did'

| As I reachad the Eate leading down to“_ j

- the Wall my legs finally gave out.
~down on a park banch &nq oried '

T didn’t want o go down theve bub it (Simeie
wag gomething I had to-do, and I had ST =

@l@cki@
I‘sat o -

do ~it  alone, - though it was very R =
© reasyring knowing . that Chip: and . John . oo
woere there for support. I had to .

good bye to my friends.
" bagen time to do it in Vietnam

We met the rest of
later and went back down “to
.together * _ _

oup reunion’fgrouﬁ RS

BaY_;;_T;;“:;
There hadp PAERNETRE S B

M 60 Machma Gun o
an Tnpod A

()

SuCGﬁﬁﬂ'v
‘- thanks to the hard work :and. preparation
~ done by Chuck and Glenda. _

of ‘us will be able to. attend -next years -
f”reunion wherever .we- deoide ‘to. haVB it,

Hopefully all-

.After the banquet T aﬁked General Be?ry ai‘?f'ﬁi
couple critical questions shout our- ratay

ﬁﬂP between the*f”"'

)
[



Q,;l , Lz SAUNDth

In 1986 a ney place name~~Landing Zone Saunderam-appeared on the map of Fort Campbell

- Kentugky, home of the 101st Airbonﬂ¢;@iviaion A large sign marks the.site of the. LZ..
The ‘dedication on the sign doesn't mention Fire Suppor Base Biprord, Yet it was. on ‘a
mission to the then brand-new firehase that’ Warrant Officer Nigk Saunders, whose menory -

- the L hOnor » lopt his life

‘.”Saunders was'a craok pilot assigned to Company D { Redsklna v A Gobra outfit in the 158th
- Aviation Battalion. Back in the World he had gone’ to college for +two years : before
enlisting. in{the. Army. A young man who had built Model T roadsters from paris and earned

his fixed-wing single-engine pilot’s rating whilg still in the. Boy Scouta, ha had o’ -

’txoubla deoiding whqt he wanted to do in the Army

| l

'_Saunders flew Hueys as well as gunahips H@ did this 0. often while on loan to the
1h6th's- A Company (Ghostriders). that he was called ' ‘Nick the Slick." He got experienoe

_under his belt guickly, and survived the logs of two ships, one to engine failur?- and .

_ the other to ground fire. After loming his ship at a hot LZ and  getting  weounded “in a -
-migsion to e§tract Aome. AHVN troops, he stepped into anothar slick and helped complete
_the extractiwn. S . ‘ . '

N i , o . o _ _
Tt w&a Quiet around Firabase Ripcord in May, On May 10 three weeks after Curraheag from _
the - 101st finally had wrested the mountaintop from the North Vietnamese, - Saunders flew
-~ Lt, Don.Darrling, a West Point grad and an expert in compunications, out to Ripcord se
that -he could clear up a radio problem the firebase was having, He dropped his passenger
off without incident, Then he took off, sent his last message** On ths way, aae you in
ffive m*and did aomething nobody haa been able to axplain : :

Hﬁ heﬁded his ship not in an eaaterly dlrection, toward the 158th'3 headquarters in the
lowlands at Camp Evang, but toward the west--deeper into the.enemy-held ‘mountains, Had
he seen something? Was he doing a reecon on his: own?. The. questions will never tbe
answered. NVA troops in the Jungle around Ripcord fired an antialrcraft rocket- 1nto the_
cockplt of his. ahip, killing him and his copilot Ken Cole, instantly. _

The ahip craahed Somehow the crew ohief Spec 5 Easterly, 5urvived Three weeks' later a
rocon patrol found him, and he led them to the crash zite. The bodies of Nigk Saunders, 3
Ken Cole and their doorgunner - were  slingloaded out of bhe‘iwreckage'.only t0  be
dropped**and 105t forever~—on the flight baok to Dvans NS T LU

. The Ripoord area- would claim many more llVBS in July, but it was alwaya dangeroua*-even-
for 3 brave and . skillful pllot like Nick Saundera

Jlm Fairhall :

LANDING anE =
"SAUNDERS

nzmcmo IN HONOR OF WO'L NICHDLAS ©. SAUHDERS
COMPANY A, 158th AVIATION BATTALION,
WO 1 SAUNDERS WAS KILLED 18 MAY 1970 WHILE

| FLYING A RESUPPLY MISSION IN SUPPORT OF THE

+| 3rd BOE\DIst ABN, DIV. WEST OF HUE, REPUBLIC 0F |
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.~ EAGLE BEACH. ' = .
by John MiHalko = R
SR OF: legch including yours truly.
¢ regort area on the South China Sea where
only fora day. Some of the cargusing we & = . .
semewhat‘hazy-duqipa“thﬁfg};@holTiQQQQEd,egphqria_y@' o

Eagle Beach; th

ight is

d every minute spent there. It was neat and clean, The .
“good, the enter;ginmentgwéa,good;and.;he people ‘who work-.' .
were friendly'and courteous., If I remember correctly,I.think

) with mattresses;

bed | ) : R | £
“a. beer mén'm'self,'but I~90ﬁ1dnft.résisL-thevtemptatidn Qf-_ﬂ”'

inks which wo
re L took in
tranquil.

Y

the beauty of the South China.Sea. It seemed. 5o
Even“thg_waveS'didn't».ﬁ@m-to he in apy hurry ko

'ar; walking bargfoot. in the warm beach .

n ‘my hand, debating whether or notf. 1. shopyld
r. Some of the guys were carousing .

ng: dupking Hai our scout. , . [

“seemed to Be having the ‘time of his Life. The Former N.V.A,
y from eating fish apd rice. while deing
effort. I'was willing to bet that in his.:
ught he'd be: roughrhousing with, American =
vand ‘swimming in the warm waters of the Soyth Ching Sea, . ...
indeed make strange bedfellows. — ... ., . 0 i

e I spotted something that stepped me
1 .-the beach was a blonde American woman = .
in-8 two'plece bathing suit, She was no Miss America, but -
looked llke a goddess to. me, "Down, boy," ‘I said to myself,
plenty of male attention surrounding her, ‘ o
male co

. iip
ficers, 'thi

qﬁjthe_cqrnér of .my -ey

amions lgoked too clean eut. Officers probably, .. .
ey have 'all ‘the luck," I thought to myself., They =
e bees -around hbney‘and'theﬂhgﬂey;was'rouﬁd eyed; the first -
‘woman I'd'seen since the stewardesses on the flight in.. .
which seemed like an eon ago. e B - ' -

ce so, I made my way. back to the bar
9 at the qucen hee and her entourage. Fresh. =
‘hand"1 noticed one of the guys coming. in sporting a new pair

hew I'didh’t stand 'a chad

"They'r

e selling them in one of the shops in the village,"

SEatdesjmdeQ_dfzRééq@;.
‘only problem was that

5'bit-dffneﬁs”puZZlgd*me;.Oﬂe7¢fftHe
we were-allowed to wear cammies,  The
had any to wear. We were alyays told

we never

that cammies were in- ..

=b9t,I'h@W9sﬂoar@?QlL@gtion'ofvpxgwl“ L

uld.get me where I wanted to be a lot faster B .-

25, nametag and all. "Where did you get the cammies,” I in=.



.. -that were available to ou :
 probably| been at Lvans foria¥’ long as the Batallion.

- mama-san took my measurements and told

. even married.,

said were practically nonexistent?

shortlsﬁpply.‘The.Army didn't.seQMfto'héve.any, The half dozen pair
latoon were old, faded and torn and had -

T decided to investigate. I.faund.théJviilége.novelty shop and.

“sure erough there were the cammieg., It looked like the mather lode.

to me. There were enough there to outfit our whole platoon. How could
this be?) How could Vietnamese civilians have cammieg that the Army. '

-It'@idn‘t'make any sense to me. Sémebbdyiﬁas making'a bugk on.

.thngwaTyand_it'surevés hell wasn't me. Oh well, who was 1 to disrupt

the economic balance of the civilian population, I was tired of wear~

and headed'to the counter to make my purchase,

| ~ing . hand ‘me downs that didn't fit, so I picked out about four.pair

" The mama-san. asked me 1f T wanted them altered. I figured why'not@:

'I'might as .well shoot the dog and go for the works. For the first time

in my military career T was going to have some fatigueg that fit. The
me to wait .as she busied her-

self at an ancient Singer sewing machine,

I-Wentiédtsiﬂé, lit up & Lucky &nd npticéd a:liftle'boy'playing_

~with a rubber ball, He was a cuté little kid, face like a cherub,

oblivious te everything ‘but that ball. He looked to be about four or

five years old -and looked untouched by the war. I watched him at play
-*andzrememberedathe'hours that. T used-to;playminnmughrtthaame way

‘I called out to him and - held out my hands in the universal ‘sign
to throw me the ball. He gave me a smile.and we started to play catch, .
He was-pretty good. A future little leaguer if ever I saw one. The .
mama-san at” the sewing machine evidently was his mother, I noticed her

look up from her work and give us a smile, "

. 'I”pléﬁed_with'her soﬁ without a word being spoken;j. Quly‘ouf-
laughter® which transcends the language barrier. Our play was finally
interupted when his mother called out that my cammies were ready. The .

Little boy took my hand as we went into_ the shep.

She held.up a pair of cammies énd I nodded my approval. T asked

. her if the little boy ‘was her son and. she smiled and- said yes. I told

her that she had a. fine looking son _and that he was very athletic,
She asked me if I ha@‘any’k;deand_I;bolg5her no and thapal;wasn't

She seemed é'littlessurprised éndﬁsaid,:VSome.dayﬁyoufbe,QQQd

'papa~sah."'1'thanked her for the compliment and paid for my purchase.

I got down on one knee to say goodbye to her gon. He flashed me a

grin and. then surprised me with a hug. As I walked to the door. his

mother called me back,
In her'hand was'a'bracelet and she told me to take it, I reach-
ed for my wallet hut she stopped me with a.no. '"You take," she said,

.""No pay, wear this always, it will bring you good luck." I thanked

her for the gift and headed.out the door with her words ringing in )
my ears., - ] ' ' o : _ '



E T went to -our hooch and Lried on a pair: of cammies. Perfect

- fit. That mama-san sure worked wonders with-that old Singer. The -
cammies felt great. I was still going to be scared as hell out im
the mountains, but at least I'd look good, I was quite.pleased with -
myself even though I thought it unfair that I had to pay for fatigues
. that should have been iggued. B T

~ . I then looKked at the bracelet again. On closer.ingpection it . ..
~-sure didn't look like much, It was just a cheap little trinket worth
~ mext to nothing, I‘'was going to thrpy it away but .since it was a
. 8ift of friendship I decided to keep itw - - = = . SRR

. "Wear this always, it will bring you good. luck." "Nah," I thouyght
to myself. "No way is this little trinket going to brimg me good
luck." I'd outgrown four leaf clovers and rabbit's feet a long time ,
ago, She must have used;that-good;lupk-linezpp.every'gEUnt_just:to,sell;
! tﬁe gamnﬁd\things.,I_putzthe bracelet on anyway and headed back to '

- It sure felt good to amble up to the bar in brand new, custom
tailored cammies. The main topic of conversation was thé American
~ girl on the'beach, Tt seems that she was an Army nurse and her en=
- tourage were doctors. Boy did we yapt to. play doctor with. her,

. That evening we were eﬁtertained b} a Fiiipinbzroéknbaﬁﬁ-com;:
plete with two mini~skirted girls for affect. They:were pretty good
‘as I_remember-butﬁphen~again,we_wg@ld:haV@ﬁapplau@?d,a quartet of off

key wipos, . ... 0 T n _ .
" They did a lot of the popular songs and a lot of oldies. When
they went into In-a-gadda~da-vida there.yas a cheer so loud you-would
have thought that the Paris peace treaty had been signed. We were . .

really into it, Some of. us were banging qut the drum.solo on our legs..

: By this time most of us were out in the ozone layer and we did~:
n't carg if we ever came-back: During one of their breaks I asked a
member of the band if they knew Sky pilot. At first he said he could-
n't recall it, "Come on,"™ I said.. "You seem to know every other song -
under the sun." "You must know Sky pilot." He said -he'd check with
~the other members of the group, : . C ‘ '

- They went 'into their next set but I wasn't .satisfied, ""Sky pilot,"
- 1 shouted out. "We want Sky pilot." After each song the chorus grew.
‘louder. I think they sensed that they were in a tough situation,
- Recon was getting.rowdy. — = SRR : o L
.. "What are. they going to.do to you.guys, send you to Nam?'" The -
chant of Sky pilot grew louder and loudér,-Finally the leader of the-
band leaned over and said something to the other members of the bapd.
They started tuning their instruments.. . . -~ . . e

- The lead singer approached the mike and the familiar words to
the song came out. He blesses the boys, as they stand ip line. The
.smell of gun grease, and their bayonets they shine, A rousihg cheer

went up from the crowd. , : ' : B

F
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: He‘L there to help them, all that 'he ¢an. To ‘make them feel

wanted, he's a good holy man, We all lost it as he went into the -
chorus. $ky pilot, Sky pileohi® How h1gh can you fly? Youlll neVer,?-*“

'-never, ngver reach the - sky.r : , "

s in ecstasy, cloud nine, . whatever.you want to oall 1t, I
This was almost as good as getting lald I knew all. the.
I was singing ag loud as [ cou]dg lt s a- good th1ng they -
dvantage of a sound system.f' o 7 S

wasg ther
~words ang
had the
1 ‘When they came to the chorus is seemed llke most of us were
‘singlng Fagle Beach was really rocking and Recon was making most
ofr the noise,. They finlshed Sky pilot to a stendlng ovatlon.‘It wag.
'thelr gr.nd flnale. N , ‘

ko

o We ‘r1ed out for an encore but we were denled The group was
~ finished| for the night. They ‘were exhausted and 1. couldn t blame
them. They played their hearts out for us and there was no' way Lhey
eould toP Sky p1lot. _ : o

I made 1t a point ta seek out the leader of the group to thank _
him. We made some small talk and he said that we were quite an audl-
ence. He gave us a night that I'll never forget and likewrse, he' ll
always remember 2/506 Recon.

: The rest of the night is very hazy to me. The laSL th1ng L ore= .
member is bits and pieces of the movie "The Wild Bunch," The Army:
~couldn't héve plcked a better flick for our viewing pleasure, We .
certa1nly were a w1ld bunch all right, those of us still standing.

S I passed out during the movie and awakened hours later to the
sound of the- waves hitting the beach, T felt very Sheepish but T .
wasn't alone in my pllght Amidst the debris of  the- congcert I spied

“a few of my oomrades in arms Snorlng away.‘_ :

It was a sqrry look1ng Looking n.d.p,;, but I flgured there was
- gafety in numbers. I dildn't think I could ndv1gate my way back to

the hooch and ‘risk the hazards of the miniature golf gourse. I laid
back down and Jolned my sleeping comrades in e peaoeful obllvlon.3'

I awakentd before wake up call and made my way back to Lhe _
hooch, As. expected, the hooch'wag a mess. I was changing 1nLo A new
set of camm1es when the dreaded wake up gall came. . y
: ‘Another day, another dollar. Police up the area, chow down and

prepare to move out., Amidst all the grumbling we managed to put
Eagle Beach back together aga1n, The scent of breakfast speeded us
along in our task._ _

We ohowed down and then stalled for time, None of us wanted to
- leave. Eagle Beach was now fully awake. The giggling massage parlor

g1rls and the reést of the Vietnamese civilians were mak1ng their way
into the complex followed by another rowdy group of G.I,'s awaltlng
< their turn 'to forget the war if only for a. llttle whlle,

(11)



: g'_'My hysiqal_needs had been‘satiSfiéd”séﬁe ane, but at least
1T managed %o snap a few pictyres of -the American nurse while I~ S
©jwas still somewhat lucid. T still had a pretty good buyzz en from .-

~ithe night hefore, but my batteries were re-charged,

. - Alllin all I felt pretty good., I was going back to Fvans, |
-back “tothe Ripcord a.o., back to the war, but T was going back ', -
attired in new cammies and a good luck bracelet on my wrist, ‘T ‘wag: | R
invincdble! Farewell Eagle Beach. Till mext time, @ >0 0 Zooio oot
- L R R Vo' N 12 S S

' -s”iThat'mamassan‘turned‘QUt to be quite a prophé£4 Ildidn}; feal;j
~ize it at the time how lucky that bracelet turned out to be. In the -~
-.-ugcoming'mpnths I was mortared, shot.at,)maghinﬁ-gunned“andwn;p,g,?gg,__

ere were also Chicoms that failed Lo explode.

- The N.V,A. certainly had thejr chances but so'did our side. Qur:
“artillery camg close, "I, was fired on by our Cobras, and for good ™
‘measure I was bombed by a Phantom jet, T came through it all withoyt"
a scrateh,-I'm not naiive epough to believe .that the bracelet kept = -
- me from harm,  but then again: that bracelet is 'still on my left wrist.

. : The:mamanéanwhitlth?fmafk bn'éométhing else aiSéﬂ I’am“;hg pﬁ@pd
- father of a three year old ‘girl (Sarah) and she swears -that'Im the -~
- best daddy in the whole widq_world;}(Shefs wiser beyond. Her yeéars) = .

o As_far as the cammies go,'I*wasfproud to*weﬁf:iﬁem;?i-walkéd‘a*f'
little taller even if it rankled me ‘that I had to purghasé thew., On'

'-_subsquent trips to Fagle Beach I boqgh;,agﬁew~mor313éts,[f~

- The Army finally did get aroynd to issuing me one pair which I
got near the end of my tour, When I hit Cam Ranh Bay on my Way out -
-of the country-all my cammies were confiscated by the Army except =
< one pairi_the'p;ir that the Army finally issued to 'me. Naturally, - =
they don't fitt- i o - o . SRR L SRR
- As [ sagid we made it to Fagle Beach a few more times during my
tour. I"always had a great time there, but I think my first trip

~ was the best, Like anything you do for the first time, ‘you never

. forget it,

_ . The song Sky pilot holds a special place in my heart: Every
time I hear it I-flashback to Fagle Beach, but the words- are very = .
.poighantﬂalso,.I'thinkfthey epitomize, the whglefRipcord experience,

o ForﬂLhQSQ'QleQusth don?t kﬁQW the S0hg-of.forget'the WordS S
the following aye. the words to Sky pilet in its entirety., - - "' .

v



SKY' PILQOT -

By Eric Byrdon
and the Anlmals

He blesses the boys

as they stand im line

" The smell of gun grease .

and their bayenets . they. shlne
He's there to help them -
all that he can

to make them feel wanted

He's a good holy man

Sky pllOt, Sky pllot

~how hlgh can you fly? -
You'll never, never,'never
reach the sky

He sm:les at the young soldlers
_tells them it's all right

He knows: of. their. fears

in the fothcomlng fight -

Soon ther'll be blood

and many- will die . -

Mothers and. . fathers

‘back hqme they w1ll cry

Sky pllot Sky pilot

how high can, you fly?
You'll never, never, neyer
_ reach the sky :

‘ ‘He mumbles a prayer :
~and it ends with a- smile -
The order is_given |
- they move . down the line
But he'll stay behind
and he'll medltate- :

But it won't. stop thé bleedlng -

_or ease the.hate . °

And the young men move out

~into the battle zone

He feels good : '

with God you're hever: alone

“He feels so.tired \

“apd he lays on his bed ‘
Hopes the men will find’ courage
in the wprds that: he bald :

Sky pllot, Sky pilot
how hlgh can you fly
You'll never, never,

never
reach the sky

(13)

. The stench of death .~ |
‘drifts up to the skies '

You're Soldiéfé_of'God
‘you must understand

 .The fate of your. country

is in your .young hands -

" May God give you strength -

do your job real well

If it all was worth it .

only time it will tell

In the mornlng they returned

with :tears in their eyes ..

A young soldier so ill
looks at the Sky pilet

Remembers the words

“Thou Shalt not klll

: Sky pllOL, Sky pilot,

‘how hlgh can you fly? .
- You'll never, never, never
, reach the sky ‘

GAMP EVENS ‘BASE - CHAPEL
(photo oonpliments of Gary Jestes



| WHICH PLATOON?
By ‘Ben Harrison
Maj' ‘Gen-‘!z ret, E .

- Tt was"a great movig! PLATOON richly deserves:the many motiom picture " |
. industry -awards it has received. And any movie that géts milliotis of Ameris !
~cans thinking and discussing the extended hardships; the frequent fear, the
stultifying terror, the physical suffering and the sometimes death that war= -
- flghting men must endure-~~gets my vote tool = =~ v Tt s
+o-. But-when the moviegoer turns to the nearest Vietnam veteran and asks, '"Is
~that the way it really was? Did they do all those drugs, kill innocent people?
It is very difficult to give’a guick, clear and crisp answer. = S
--f'The-first:thdught'ﬁhat-Qbmesfto*mindfis:WHIGHjPlatoon? There were-about - .-
900 Army and Marine infantry:platoons in Vietnam. Given the high rate of pers
sonnel. turnover of ‘both leaders and-troops due to rotation, sickness, R & R,""
KIAs,: and WIAs, that would give you at least 1800 distinctly different pla~. :
o toons~in:qne;year*multiplieg by 6 of-the¢ 8 years we had ground combat troops::* -
" in Vietnam (1965-1973),.you get at*least 10,800 different platoons. Then you: |
ask WHICH WAR in Vietnam? There were at least six Unique wars folght, Coastal.
- pacification, the rice paddies and rivers of the delta; the ted and rubber |
plantations west and northwest 'of Saigon, the central highlands of Ban Me Thuot
~.and Pleiku, the Marine war-in northern I Corps and-the war iw the Ashau and '
Khe Sanh ‘against -th& well equipped: and ‘well 'supported regulars of the Northw! .
- . Oliver Stone chpse the right year, 1967, to get experienced NCOs in thel
- platoon~-the good guy, bad gy central characters. By 1970 most 'experienced .
'NCOs were on their secéndy third ‘or’ fourth tour and avoided assignments to rifle
“platoons.. The non ‘commisioned: leadership’ in rifle platoons: was usually limited .
to outstanding 'young soldiers who had done well in basic trajning and received .
additional ‘training in ''shake and bake" NCO schools before going te their. first
Vietnam agsignment, They ‘were: 'brave:and dedicated, but'inexperienced:” The liey-

‘- tenant platoon leader was‘often weak after 1968, frequently sharing the antim
~ war sentiment of the ‘college campus-hé ‘cdme from and questioning' the '"justness"

Loon and movié, ;

of a war not fully supported by the American public,. But hack ‘to-our 1967 pla-
- 'The troops of : 1967 were well ied; Wé'had_éfprbfeséional'Arny”and'Marine

~ Corps in Vietnam at that ‘time. Here in"lies the major inconsistency of ‘the story =

- of PLATQON, When you have good:officers and NCO léadership at the platoon and
company. llevel;, you simply do:mot have’major drug and'discipline problems and™
mistreatment of prisoners anid civilians: In 1967 ditg probléms were very rare |
. and "'fi ggings' unheard of' ‘The drug-scene’ in Platqon was really far out even
for the |late years of the war, Drugs were common in the base camp, but fellow =
- soldiers  just would not ‘allow their buddies to be spaged out when they Wwere
‘being depended upen for mutual security -in the bushy .. o T
- ... Poptrayal. of Blacks-in-combat in PLATOON Wwas probably.‘the most balancéd - -
tion of the movies The ‘full rapge of emotions and relationsg were there,

believable, Superbly dome, « v i Lo A
1e prisoners -tortured, beaten, killed? It happened:in WWIT, Korea and it
| in Vietnam, In every war it was-always a most rape ‘exception, clearly
tion of enforced law and regulation.. -5 ol 0T Dot n T

e innodentfciViliansrkilled?'NeVer.have‘Américéns"fdught*afWar-Whére‘it'
ler -to distinguish friend from foe. When frustration and fear 'build o’



the breaking po:nt, 1nnocent c1v111ans are sometlmes the victim, BuL agdln, thlS :

was exceplionally rare and in-cases where pr0perly reported, men were tried and

punished if found guilty. — .izi:
. Did American soldiers murder Amerlcan soldlers? There were .a few murders

and attempted murders for which men were tried and where convicted, punished.

Thase were indeed rare, Perhaps much more: rare -than the murdering. of Amgricans

by Americans in the United States everyday. On the other. hand theré are probably

-no limits. to what humans will do to.each other. undér. the extreme stress .of war.,

General Harold K, Johnson, former Army Chief of Staff, now deceased, made: this

point in cautioning officers to never; underestlmate what men can.be driven to.

He related his experience after. surviving the Bataan Death March and was:enrotte

: Vla Shlp to. a. prison camp: in Japan. He told. of Amerloan goldiers kllling fellow
prlsqners and sucking their.blood in order to .survive themselves. = . .

Would a company, compander .call.in “snake and nepe" (high drag bombs: and
napalm) on his, own pesition? Yes, one did at Bak To in 1966. .1t appavently was
80 rarey however, .that:'he was. recommended  for award of the Medal of Hongk.: :

Was .the fighting that intense? When.you .are in a fivefight,. it doesn't" have
to.have :a whole lot.of shooting-or last. very long for. the: participants to get”
caught. up on war real fast. Yes, somé of the fighting wag: that hairy.and worSﬁ.
On. the. other -hand many platoons -went days and. even weeks, and aven some” Went .
_montthw1thout hearing a. shot fired in anger. The-short, intense battles. depiq~
ted in. PLATOON werecharacteristic. of the Vietnam War, most. fights lasted ‘minm
utes to-hours, The average battles of WWII and. Korea .sually lasted much longer,

| - The battle scenes were most real;stronwthe equipment, clothing;. weapons:and ex-

plosive effects. Even more impressive were the actor portrayals of phyolcally
and. mentally ‘exhausted. -troops. ..

‘ An. unchallenged truth. that. has emerged from every ‘war. we've fought is. that
when American soldiers are well led,, they.do the right. things and they do them
well. So what happened to our frent. line,. small :unik leddershtp? When.a nation
fields tens of thousands. of platqons,. leadership at the point of physical con-.

- tact must come from young men. What happened to our young men? Qur govermment
Led by .. Johnson and McNamara decided in early 1966 to field a force of over 500

_ thousand Americans in Vietnam, and do it without mobilization of. our reserve com-
~-ponents, This meant .a. stretched out. bulldup of- at leasL three years and dependlng‘
primarily upon draftees, - :

By late 1967 the quality of "selected" draftees hed become 80 poor, thaL it
-was decided to no longer exempt college students who had completed four years of
- gaollege, Effective the summer of 1968, men with four .years of college could be
‘drafted,| Tt was estimated that over.40% of the.draft the.last half of 1968 would
COme . fro‘ the college campus, It.is history that starting in. the spring of 1968

© -the anti-Vietnam war movement. that began an .the: campuses. grew- and grew until our

congrese‘and our .goverpment betrayed the solemn commltment medc to the Vletnsmese

when we withdrew our -troeps. in. 1973, . .

d bad was: the.disaffection for the wa - dnd our flghting troops? You remem-.'

ber the treacherous and traltorous visit Jan'Fonda.:to the leaders of our enemy

in Hanoij failed to cause any, serious outcry for.redress by the: American public

or the 3ner1¢dn CONEress. | Ant1~V1etnam War indeed becane. axpopular: mass.-protest-
{

*the "in ithing to do." Even in the top ranks of themilitary, they knew: that: ''the
fat lady had not sung' but in 1969 it was over. The:Nixon administration ordered
"Vietnaqlzatlon" of the war-.and-gseeretly ordared the beginning of a phased. with-
drawal before we had even completed the buildup; . We.commanders in the field in
Vietnam in.1970 got ‘the word, '"Don't take any casualties." The troops had al~
ready begun, to doubt . the jystness: of the war, especially to ponder Jf the cause
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was worth sacrificing their life, They heard it not from their ¢ommanders, but
from their friends, relatives and loved ones, Without bellef in and dedication *

‘to a cause, discipline to do the right things on a battlefield is most diffis -

cult. 'Any military leader worth his'salt knows that Americans do not wespond -

well to authoritarians simply issuing orders. This is where we'circle back to '
the criticality of small unit leadewship and the bonding of buddies that keep '
men fighting aggressively, because to become defengsive and weak willed 4s the = -
~certain path to defeat and death, .- .. 0 o e e

© " Tt is remarkable that so many young men:fQﬁght,sé:bféﬁély:?ﬁd*SozW@ll*ahdﬁjl‘f’
the overwhelming majority of them didl ~~ . . . - .o oo Lo

The mobility of the helicopter and its réady aécésé élibﬁed battélion.aﬁda:- ""‘~

higher- field commanders. to exert experienced personal leadership during a fire-

fight that was absolutely unprecedented in any previous'wars. The many, many @~ .

(not well kpown) failures op -the battlefields of WWII;aHd:KQrea‘usuallyIQQQUpé ;“**

red because field grade level commanders did?DQt'UndErStand*theftrue-Sitﬂatibnﬁ'.5if--f"

and therefore did ot take immediate, appropriate agtion, That was certainly mot

the case in Vietnam. Commanders were cohstantly fn ‘touch with the situation . © 7 .

through' personal visits and reconnaissance. When:a fire fight began, the Battal~
ion and/or the brigade commander, as a matter of routine, inserted himself, his
- artillery liaison officer-and his Air Force forward controller right into the:

-fight. Sometimes on.the ground, sometimes circling immediately overhead, where- e
ever: he could best assess the sitwation and cogrdinate additional fire support, S

- reinforcements, ‘night illunination er: medical evacuation~whatever was needed,

Those commanders not so aggressive or not so-adept, were quickly relieved of com= - -

-mand and replaced, It was such:actlons by field commanders that helped bridge |
the leadership gap down to the troops in the platoons,: Indeed most Vietnam vets
‘viewing, PLATOON will find it nothing short of amazing to watch a firefight for
g0. long without seeing a commander swooping in in his. helicopter, The commandérs -

were known to the troops, sometimes not too affectlonately, .as ''squad leaders inm. -+
“the sky." In any event, the system worked quite well and helps to explain why the -
cagualty rate for Lieutepant Colonels was higher in Vietnam than it was in WWIT., = .~

Is PLAIOON a good movie?. It's a GREAT movie! Is it representative of Vietnam yet
- .erang to whom it was pub;iclyﬁd¢di¢ated?‘HELL-NQ!! IR L ISR (T

Ben L. Harrison served three years ag a volunteer soldicr reaching the rank of =

sergeant first class at age 20, He retired as a regular ammy major general after. '

28 years commissioned service, Hatrison commanded a battalion and .a brigade in @ - ©
- two years of combat in Vietnam. He holds a BA in Psychology, an MA in Counseling,

- an MBA and completed. the: Advanced Management Brogram at .the. Harvard Business- 7.
School., -Harrison was graduated from three service colleges -and awarded.the Dis» . .
tinguished Service Medal, ‘two:awards of the Silyer. Star and numerqus other deco- .
rations. He currently cenducts leadership and management training programs for.. . -

‘boro, North Carolipa., . ..

o

large corporations as a licensee of the. Centey for: Creative Leadership, Greens-
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19aa REUNION ?7 "

While sitting around sipping suds duﬂing
this years Ripeord Reunion in. Waahington- :
it was - ﬁusgeSYed that, we: might conaider,-
having next |years - Reunion : ~QORN- -
COUNTRY.-along|with . the: 101at Airborne e

- Division Aaao$iation “With that in-: mind
I called Tery
Chapter . Presidept . of the« 10lst - Div,
,Aaﬂoeiation,

.big Bvqnt

jNow, ﬁomg of .ou might remember that we .

tried to have a reunion with - them: oncev'.gc S
‘before and 4t /didn’t work out.:We - wquld:.;-~r~i“
have :heen scattered: in: seyeral different;=”; .
around - th~-'~“--'““

- Hotels, " -and ‘teven -towns,.
Campbell, Terry has assured me. thgt At
wouldn't be: 1$k§ ‘that in-Omaha. He sajd

that this rey ion_will ha seared far the

.;Vietnam Vats.

We can reg@rv? a bloek of rooma in the

have " our rown

- coyrtesy- suite, have a private Riggord?t
_Banquet and Join in any er . all -of ~the

_ T aativities . that -are
plﬁnnad JIn-faet-we . can have our Banquet @ -

& SAG Tour

"zUm Full day at Peony Park

Hotel “of " our: choige,

© 1018t i Apaoc

“on a Bivgvbont with 8 live Dixiland Bnnd
At we 8o deaire. ;_-:.

-Thare is one small oatch To attend Voui"-
mugt be a member of the 101st Abn.-..Diy, =
Assoc. A small price to pay Qonsiderins
all the work and planning that they do
- in sebting these ‘things up, ‘Bésides, the: -

1018t :Ag806. Courtesy: auite at the HQ'

Hotel will have free beer!

 Since we are o longer in the military;'?

"RANDY". Zahn, the Midwest, _'t
‘9 get a few detaila on. the

SORLAML *;%ac; EAGLD

nom AIBBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION

Coe THE u:vwcsr cuAPTER
e oﬁ zhe S : '
014t AIRBORN& vIVISIOM ASSOCIATIOM"
CINVITES. you 70 uEaRAsKAzAuv
FOR THE 434d ANNUAL. REUNIOH
AT THE HOLTIDAY INN CENTRAL: -
OMAHA, NEBRASKA ;_”'
Aueusr 17 zt. 1935

-'@:Liated below ‘are  some of the SPecial
.. aotivities that are planﬁed for the 1018t -
- Mrborne Division AﬁﬂooiatiQn Reunfon:'
':f* Golf at inut AFB f<*:a*f'_a-3;

' Bar B Que with GountrV/Waatqrn Band |

(Swimming & Thema Park)

:uw Bre4kfaﬂt & Tour of Boys Town | J
”* City Tour/Old Market (ghopping)
- * quf at Benson Golf Course

.ﬁ;& Firehouse Brigade Matinee

the decision for this Qperation will “he o

- made by the whole group, We' wanp to- hearfj

- from all of ycu on thi? vna

- highi
BOACKIE

101st Alrbornc vamon Assocmtion Z

_.MWOMsTeny“Randy"Zan

MlDW!aT

Omgha,NE6BISA -

Prasidient

e 4024939446

More detailﬁ Hill foll@w if intqrest is

?:;* Ak~ Sar*Ben Thorough bred Racas =

(lolat Claiming R&ce & 5k?divins) '

X Henry Doorly Zoo. Exouraion

X Omaha Royals Baseball Game
'?* Bluffa Run = Dog Raeing

Sk Bella of Brownville Dinner Crulse

(Private Charter + Dixiland Band)

- Other activities will ihclude a fly-by of
Slicks, Gunships & Chinooks, the portable

WALL, and a .show by Bret Small & Festival
with a walk to the WALL through the

TRiverfront Park

SN
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