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~-The xntentiqn of thie Newsletter is to brxng thoee of us together that are interested An
FSB Ripcord, RVN. The events, the people, the homor, the memories of that time are being
written by those that served there, We want this to be & - healthy experience for ~the

- Veteran, his or her :family or friends. We: encourage you. to write,.call and talk, or send
a taped message to us with your feelings about our ‘Newsletier or Ripcord in general We
wish to improve as we grqw and your initial input is neoeasary o :

,However, there may be those Veterans who are still troubled by. thexr Vietnam experience
We regret this situation, but can not share responsibility for their reactions regarding
‘the Newsletter contents. [deally, this Neweletter will help all of us through .our  past
and into a rewarding future : L

CONTACTS/NEW FACES' ._-:: ApbBESSiCHANGES- 
l o .ﬂHﬁfFY Grewford”JF,- o o

Col. Ron Bryce

Kent: Howland '
(2/508) -

Dan Haley o
~{FO Div. Arty, 2/502)

(2)-
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*- Thanka, -

INCOMING
'Januarv 8, 1986 |

-Encloaed is a donation to help kqep your

:  ‘~Newsletter goina.
1 served with Co, &, 2/506th from APril_

‘1889 to March 28, 1970 so as I’ read
--about, the Ripoord - agoount I feel - sad
“knowing that many of the paople T served
with ‘could now  be dead, The ligt of
: names- provided do not: look familiar but
1 am-sure gome of thaty were friends .

mine, I am glad I left  Vietnam without

‘becoming tnvolved in Ripcord but shortly -

after I arrived in sarly 1969 Companv A

- wag . involved " in - the Hamburger ‘Hi11
battle, We-logt one man from Co.
Lmany wounded and ' now that the movie has

- come- out - I wrote this'  letter - that
appeared in the Middletown (CONNY ™ ‘Press

©on Sept, 18, 1987. You or . your - readers

‘_mayba intereated in my comments

. Like. many. other formar Vietnam G I.'s 1
-, am working on a book of ny: experienues__ .
" Ifvyou would like 'a copy of * my chapter

“on Hamburgar Hill let . me’ know and ‘T will
send it, I'm supe the ‘only items - ¥our
- readers want' is about Ripcord but as I

© o but- T would like to know if anyone knows
1f  the . following ‘pecple syrvived?

- Koozey, Barbie, :§ilig '(not wuch ‘to go
~on),. Lt, Kelly. ‘I ‘rememher a lqt of

.faceﬁ but not many namea
e

-~ Arthur. Wiknik Jr

February 4 1988

o uI 5urvivad Ripcord T was. ‘an Infantf}-_g_.__
~.platoon leader who opened up: Firebaqe :

 Ripeord: that spring of 1970, [ was -with

' the /506 Infantry, 'Currahes’ Batallion,
‘I am interegted ip receiving the- monthly'

nawaletter and any other information you
‘may be putting out, .I may ‘have a few
slides of Ripcord and other Firebﬂsea

I anx1ously awalt rour reply'
‘ : ' ’UH;MUCMQHM””F?T
Sinoerelv, o B R s
Kent Rowland' -
Knoxville, TN

A and

CHR) Ken Mayberrv provided the
" after ‘Bruce Updyke gont, it to him (A good °
© - ‘example of the sort of cooperation which
) piecing. -
" together of the higtqty of
said, [ was leaving’ when that . started.

ﬁﬂ
- iuml B
% «' —

3

| Nermber‘22'71987

" Here are some pigturss taken on Granxta.
* Ripcord angd ope with a captured N.V.4, -

My~ memqrv is 30 Qoor I hope bv giv1ng.-
these pletures to the Ripcord Aaaociation

that someone will. recognize or ramamber'
- Bome of the people 1 aerved Wwith. -

,";Sinceralv, S ;".f_ f}ff
' Doc. Dawkins = :
War.’_".en!. OH e
it ;'f R =(Hﬁ¥¥§E§%@ :
: ” Tt T "'A_-'-_'. B wucmunv"‘l‘“" i
- UPDATE '

Jim Fairhall writes to note the following '}'* .
‘corrections’ on thq LZ Saundera Artiolﬁ
- (Issue H18): R '

'S

‘(1) The story was based on an article-
" which appeared in THE VIETNAM VETERAN (a
~nawsletter) _'. ,

, article_

15 resulting, in the' gradual Fi b ,
rebase

Ripcord).”

f, (3) An error ‘was inadvertently repeated:
~which was“in the original article. Nick

wag flying with. ¢ Company -~ “Phoanix" -
when he was killed, He often flew for
Phoanlx - the guys whoae birds had - blue'
cireles painted on their tail booms (Ha
never ~flew for.. GChostrider) - "Ken*
Mayberry wrote:- "I - helieve - Nick

" himself, being known agz a Phoenix pilot
~and beins able 4o wear the blue Phoenix:.

Company patch meant - more than any’
chestful of medalg Wo were a “group: of

-beople very proud of who we. were and what__K
W@ Were doina e N

Flak Jacket |
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L have all sgen the Chleu ~He L .Pagses
“that werl printed and dropped Yy the
millions/'all over Vietnam by the PSY-OPS
peorle. I for one have always wonderad
What ~ they . 2aid ' bup _couldn v read
: Viatnamesa ' _

The tran lation for the Chieu*Hoi pass
.. on-the face sheet. of this months 1ssue
. WAB. provgded by a good - friend -.of mine
. who served with the - 1st ~ARVN Division
o late in Whe war, He admits that this isg
. loosp translation becauge - his

bit pust

L VlatnameFe raading skills have gotten a -

‘ Front

Chemicallused only to control and kill-_.

 hugs and! ingects that causes damage and
-_destroy your cropg.
Back:

" To the citizens of Binh Dinh Provence!
With purposes to destroy = biugs and
.insects that cause damage to. the crops

/';of the people Division 179 U.S. Airbarne _

“has sprayed this insect. oontrol chemical
_over rice paddies and JungLe mosquitos

~ ‘and bugs. Purpo#s to help ‘improve . your -
“erop and prevent 4ny daseaaa .they can

¢cause to the psople,
~ This chemical will not cause any harm to

'5‘__'_7='_;the peopla or anim&la Do " not for . any

’regson o believe the Communists who try
_.to influancs yOu - 'gainst the' ﬂampaign

| '(Photéfcbhplimenﬁs of James Kilgqre)

~ would. probably most

ESZEsz’E%IEI?

The Ripcord

diverse . geographic membership, is

,considering the possibility of- utilizing

regional representatives, The.  rsason
being to ephanc@;the_aSSOOiations ability

.- %o . respond 'to regional isgues in  a

variety of ways. Regional raps- could
logally promota -regryitment. and fuller

c participation in assoglation activities, . -
~ Also different regicns of the agsociation:

could plan and develop their. own -events
or. spacial eventﬁ within the asaociation

";The conqept currently propoaed by Chuck
~ Hawkins has limitless - possibilities and

effectively be-.

distributed - by  time = zones,

what you. think

© C. Collins -

As you can tell by the last couple issues
of this newslstter we are starting to get
a falr response to our requast .for. more

- input. from the group:. We do howaver need
. more retrospectives -

John Mihalko haﬂ ‘done a. fantastlc Job of

 ’_filling the void. w1th his many. adveniures

ig getting pretty ‘sore - from oonatantlY'

| banging away -at the- twariter keys e

Aasoeiation,, given: itz

‘Enc¢losad -
- Please find an updated membership list by
-8tatg and relevant.- materiala Let ua know
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' Ray Selisrs -

"NAME

Lloyd Fulmen
Rodney Watts
James Kilgere
Buster Harrison
Lloyd Harrington
CFrank Gonzales
B911 Heath

Al Booty

fon Jangzic

- Paul Van Schaik:
Paam Sands

Lee Fox - .

Rick Isom-

Jim Kwiecden
Arthur Wiknik

Rebert Granberry
_John Palm ‘ 5

Joehn S3chuelksa
John Franz

Fred Hacker
Charles Garwood
Wayne Kabat
"sRonald Ga+ines
JIm Griffin

?_PauT Musller

M ke Renneh
John ‘Bowman

[ Howanrd Warricik
. Boh Hows |

Ken Tagullle:
CoMike MY 1 Ter
Harry Crapford.
RQbEﬁr'Hageman

BiYly- Jagk Ferrel]

8117 ‘Aeschliman ff-

I Steve Hawk: .
Mal Moore|

. Alan Riddje

John Sahnar~’

Bruce Updike - .

- Martin Glennon
Cathryn B?Wi
Simon Wright
Fred Spaulding -
Jody Smith =
Buford MaCormick
Ronald Hapn .

RIPCORD ASSOCIATTON

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER ~ 1 FEBRUARY
ADDRESS

1988

LR

STATE T1pP

_l' |
i

(8)
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Commandenr
Mark Heintz
SJulian Montville
Steven Handland
Rodney Moore
"Bob Lynch
Gary Steels
Reod Soubers
CFred Edwards
Gary Jestes
Larry Horn _
Carl Dykastra @ -

.‘_Oogg Quiak

CPesmond MeClure
“Greg Kiekintveld
‘Brian Fitzgerald
Larry Button

CMichae) Le1v€$Ha '

Karen Oaby -
AlTpnonso Tonay o
Frank Parko
Walter Smith
Raobaprt Bﬂwdge“_
 Rande Hall = .
CElbert Griffin
Michapl Bor?qnd

* “Ray Blackman _
" Kennmeth Mayberny

" Terry Zabn
“Linda Davis
Larry Smith
John Milhalko
WilT5am SwWayne
- dohn Sherba
Tom:8henherd

~RDan Esposito

7 John Campbei 1
S Bud Fitzgimmons

' CBruce 01ifvenr:

Don Dayidsonﬁ-
B411 Gross .
. Mary Nemec

Joe Pojedinec
lLadies. Auwn]]wary
Commandear
- Commander _
B30 CL Wintermute
Jim Aanonsenr
Rick Blythe
CDick Cable.

Gary MeCoy

i

-
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Jim Fairhiall
Anthony Pawlik
Yincent Kenyor
~Hector Reyes
Craig Warren
Jerry Carmichael .
Tomehaser

Arthur Hanman
Lenny Long

Mike Bodnar

Chris Jengen
Steve'Larﬁin
Gene Brown
'Lonhde'hnbght'

C Ken MamiTeon
Jamgs Seery
" Robert ﬁ Gugon
Donald Dawm*ns
‘Donald Kenmetr
Gragbry Mﬁtncek

L James u111ﬁam4_
1018t Airbarne Dwvws
Joe Evans.
Fhank Rizzo
Marty Toohey
James MgKinlay
Willd9am Ayres
Dee Chigfolo
8117y Roberts

" C1ifton Frarks
Steve Wallace

James ‘Williamsaor |
Dris Livingston

C Qrvil Koger N
Harry Whitfield
Riek Kellog.
Beon Harrison
Themas Stodderst

G, R. Hatley
Carmelito Arkange]

- Ronald Reichtsmeien
Benny Hi11l

Chip Collins

Fred Behrens .
Chuck Hawkins.

Joe
Ron
Jim

Haaahkul.bade,
Wity
Branner

. Ron Bryece -

(8)
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'NAME;

JGPFy Rodger

.”Roﬁa1d HudSOh‘m
T, Roberts .
_  Robert Beitz .
- Glenn Maxwel1 -
. James Hawking o
C Frangis. kynch =~
Tqahn*$wqmgqn_;~

~ L Ed Kemen:
.'L1n Bashford

AQQRESS ;'~*; S }] crtr . sTaTE 11p

T v oy o {1 it i ey e e ey e o

YT c;cumu; :
gum~u '1.

 V1p§nimaueﬂmonqy¢§nd postage stamps provided by: ™ f_“f —

CYCLO DAP ARCHIVES
1462 West University Drive
Mesa. Arizona 85201
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METAMORPHQSIS S
By John Mihalko,_ns'

_ We all go through very dlstinct changes and stages durlng our topra in

- Viet Nam. ‘I guess you could say that ‘these changes mirror our lives. We start -

out new to the world as infants, progress through our ChlldhOOd, move on. to -
4our teenage years and adulthood, B 0 A D SUE IS TR '

N Each ‘stép 1s a 1tarning and maturlng procesa complete w1th the 1nevitable
"highs ‘and lows. Qur Viet Nam'experience’ follows much of the same. royte with

. “the main difference being the time element, Tn “growing up' there were many RIS
~ years between the stages to learn and mature. In’Viet Nam we went the Cycle lP

. one short year, though it seemed. llke a 11£etime.--_‘r_,

Tdidn"t realize it at the time, “But by Aprll bool's Day, I had changed
: much already. & mitronome’ was marklng the time in my brain, but ab yet it was.
- gtill silent. I had a long way to-go before I would consider myself “short,":
| thought -about the- past had ne cholos in the prcsent, and pondered the future,«
Two out of three didn t look good. R PR _ '

_ C My "education“ was part on the JOb training, part connmn sense, and a lot
' of support from the rest of the team, I had settled in-te my occupation as L
~ point man, Actually, walking point wasn't really new to me. I had.done it thoux |
- sgnds of times in my yolth while playrng Army with PoJe 1n our back yards or
l._'ln the woods at the end of Leglon Placp, D L b _

- Now T was Walklng p01nt for" real WNo. more Mattel guns, ‘no more pretend '
- Japs and Germans, The enemy was indeed very real and I took my job very seri=- - -

.~ ously. Actually, I felt safer leadlng the way 1nstead of bringlng up. the rear.
”The ghemlstry was perfect.ﬁlut, 7 . , el

T consadered the 11v€s of my teammates in my hands, and the st Valentines--
. Day Massacre was ‘ever present in my mind. We were not going to end up face

u:iV__down in a stream, riddled with bullets, with unfrlendly hands - stripplng our -
-bodles and taking our weapons and posse331ons (T could he]p rt._ IR

_ I had learned much in a- few short months and knéw there was much more to
1earna Bvery time-out'was a new semester and test of knowledge gained through
- experience, My determination and survival ingtincts were very strong. The

'__‘mountaln jungles had toughened e physically and mentally.. :

o My biggest fears bes;des death were of leading us 1nto an ambush and of
- fbeing socked ‘in’ near the'end of a mission with little to eat, I felt I could

:’=*control the ambush part unless we hit a hot liz, right from the start, but j.

- -nobody - conld: centrol the weather, We all knew ‘what it was like to’ be'socked
" in for days, sharing.the last’ of the Bv2 unlts and eatlng the dried out pean

~,_'nut butter and Jelly W called choke ,_;

_ My famlly and friends were 10 OOO miles away but my - new famlly was Bravo .

_ team Rpcon and we were- just as eloee knrt 1. had gone,from- infancy - to adu1t~
“hood 'ip-less than three months with my new family. Our personalities wereé as

: dlfferEvt as our backgrounds, but our goal was the same. The name of' the game
 Was sy ival and we would do whatever lt took to make that goal a reallty.

L Coan
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The mountains were changing also in more ways than one. They were alive
with getivity, friendly and unfriendly, but no amount of war could alter the
day tg day life cycle of the jungle. Mother mature still ruled:supreme. I used
~ to manvel at how the sun warmed our sore and stiff bodies in. fhe morning as it

- also ﬁurned the fog off the mountains starting in the valleys, lifting like a

curtgﬁn,;exposing,the lush green countryside in its rayse . -

~ The events of April Fool's Day and its aftermath also léft a deep scar.
We knew that we had taken part in something big, the biggest thing to hit the
- I.Corps in-a long time, We also knew that it was probably only the tip of the
iceberg, T had seen for the first time the awesome might of a lot of ¢oordin-

1hateg'firepqwer;‘gqgs_and“thg_No;th_Viegngmesq,a'h

‘Isolated small unit firefights were one thing, April Fool's Day was a rude
awakening, and no little firefight. No one in Recon had ever experienced any-
thing 1ike it. We all wondered if this was the beginming of a big North Viet~ -
hamese offensive, T AR o

Our casualties had & dobering effect. Up until April ist,, we were used
to inflicting them, not taking them; The everts of the past week had cut us
down to three opergtional teams, We -knew we would be going bagk to the Ripcord

. 8.0., it was only a matter of time.

- _The war was also changing politically. Troops were being withdrawn and
‘the President was telling the people we were in a defensive posture.. The South-
Vietnamese would be assuming mofe of the burden. I didn't seé amything defen- -
- sive about Ripcord and I sure as hell didn't. see gny South Vietnamese soldiers
~on April Ist. Who was kidding who? = . - 7T o

"7 "'ne Paris Peace Talks had been going for over a yédr and had accomplished
nothing., T couldn't understand how diplomats-‘could smile and shake hands for
- the cameras and yet dgfnothing:whilg‘;bgir countrymen:zcontinued the fighting -

o and-thgpdying, ,

: -*'Béﬁééhelbndg'Said:that it is éaéy_t§ pi¢k uQ?ﬁthé.éﬁotd," and hard to.put
down. Hell, these guys were armed with pens -and champagne glasses and were get-
ting nowhere fast. I. thought they should do away with.the rhetoric. and the-

booze ‘and pick up "the sword," Better yet, let them exchange places with us.

A peace treaty would be signed in record time,

~ . Even though the future didn"t look very bright, I was always buoyed by .

- letters from home, My family is. large and my incoming mail. reflected its size.
‘The war had brought us even closer together and I'could see the changes in them
also. We lived for those latters. They were an instant morale.boost for me and
they kept me.in. touch with them and "the world." My letters to them meant thaf
I wag healthy, well and most importantly, alive.. Coe e

My youngest sister Maxci, had just turned 15, She was at that "awakening"
‘stage where boys were starting to look good -to her, It didn't seem that long
ago when her main interests were cartoons apd Barbie dolls, Her letters had

that youthful flavor, bright and cheéry, but they alsg royealed a growing ma=
Cturity, . R L DUE TR

" “’Some of the news was bittersweet. The draft board was intensifying their °
efforts -in making my brother Steve a member of our Armed Forces. That didn't
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sit too well with me, I never theught the draft was fair and I thought it
“equally unjust that. they could take every male member of -a. family, Fortunate-
ly, a close family friend testified in my brother's behalf at his draft board
hearing that he was indeed the sole support: of our mother, I was elated when

his deferment finally came through, -

- ..My younger brother Steve has always been an etigma to me. You couldn't
find two brothers, born 16 months apart, so different. We shared none of the

same interests from our taste in food, to the mysic we enjoyed, but we were

close nevertheless. What his letters lacked in grammar and pungtuation, were

~moxe than made up for in content and singerity. . -

My older sister Mary Ann is the most sensitive'of our clan, She could cry
watching a Disney cartoon.. She kept me informed on the family gossip, local =
news, weather, etc. Her letters were the longest and read like a diary which
- they were, Sha would type about a page a day and mail it at the end of the week,
She worried abouy all of us and always inquired about the rest of the teams -

-My~qldast‘siSCQf Marge and me,Shargdjé's?@ci@L_rela;iqnﬁhip. We were the -

a0

most alike in the family, We ghared a lot of the samé interests and even =
thought alike, I could relate to her better than anyone else, She kept me.in-
formed on the political situation and wanted to know everything that was going

- on with us. T never pulled any punches with her and she did likewise. Marge™had -

-also acquired & tagte for the Beatles, my favorite group. 1 WOuld_fianpug,mpchl,: 

- later that she played the gsong "Let It Be," everyday I was away.

. the fair sex is the stronger of the two, and’ydu'llfgetfng_apguement:fﬁom-m&;:t'

".My‘motqer,is+like~a-r9¢k and she was now writing to her second warprior; the . -

First being my father in W II, Wars may come and go, leaders and politicians =
. May change with the times, .but mothers remain the same. Through my mother's.'

- letterp, T uas scelng ber thirough my father's eyes,

- I/had to be very careful what I wrote to my mother: Combat or death was =
- pever.mentioned in our letters, but like all mothers, she is possessed with ...
-+ that sixth sense, She knew I was infantry and not sitting om g bar’ stool -in
- vaigon, She watched the newscasts every day -and prayed for my safety.
Ohce T made the mistake of: telling her about the difficulties of being

':'}§'$dckediin}‘%he‘Care packages started coming in at a furious pace, These were:

no.ordtnary;Carefpackagas,4She-wa§*depennined to feed me since the Army was

failing, She' found foodstuffs in cans that I never knew existed.

- Al typical package congisted of: stuffed cabbage, ravioli, chicken, turkey,
shrimp; potatoes, Dinty Moore beef stew ip the large can, which also made a- =
fine cooking stove when empty, Lipton chicken noodle soup, which tasted great
~ under a hooch in the rain. Desserts weren't left out either, She sent fruit- =
~cocktail, and pudding, vapilla and chocolate., . S e
- Ilalso received plenty of juices to drink. Orange, tomato, grape, and

grapefruit., You name it, my mother found it, She put amy supply sergeant to. .
- shame. Her intentions were noble, but she failed to realize that I had to hump

~ her plentiful bounty, - SR S R :
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It was an impossible task, I would have needed an' extra hundred pounds

- on my slender frame and a rugk twice as large. Bravo team ate §dry well for
“.-the rest of my tour and the ‘Care packages never slackemed. Film for my trusty
- instamatic was impossible to find back at Evang. She solved that problem’also.

kvery Care package had a few rolls of film "inside,

- 1 thought about my father a lot that first week in Aprik. He had died ‘
very. suddenly one day before my f{1ith, birthday and left behind a ‘legacy that

is still being felt by my family and the towa of Whippany to this very day. .
He. told me' once when I was very young: "Son, life is: not.always easy, it's what
you make it." "In everything you do, give it 100%." "Always remember, a quit~

ter never wins, and a winner never quits." R A

- Ag T had méntiened*preViausly;‘a_lot:Qf_guys'Were;:eeqpping‘to'get out
- of the field, I couldn't’blame anybody in that decision, Tt was something that
© - yoy had to decide for yourself. I was gonsidering it when I remembered my
father's words from go long ago, - S e R
- My decision was simple. T couldn't quity Not only would I be’letting my-
self-downgfbuﬁIHISOﬂmy'téammates_whq‘ue@gedfme_as,muchfas I needed them, 1
didn't: know what- the- future held ‘for ug, but I was going to’ gee it through,
- Somehow I felt that things-would work out, T{ll next time. ~ =~ .=

8L MM ASP
amme supply point . -

- Ripgerd: o
- (Whippde on top) ' 7143
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- Copyrighted by:

I USHD 10 BECIEVE 1N RAINBOWS, 700

R Hrs- ‘dox rell glanrad up s Lhe dugr upened.: The Engli.;h l:eachex atopped.
at’ the counte;* with tha mail cubi,cles. . Without' turping hhﬂ spuke.‘ "Hr\.» ?urrell, o
I hﬂvﬁ Lﬂ ﬁtudﬂnt comipg J,u to see me. A 1{r. Davis. Htwa him cmue right back.

' tD my ffiua., Uh, and. hape yuu had a guqd weakqnd P . L
o send him back," Mri. Varrell. amiled. “and my wae}cenq wag. fine,. H_apa f
yqur b aa ‘toa, J‘[J.as Bvaps,n - Lo o : L
: Samh Bvang pulled her keya frum her akirt pcx.b:et ag. ;ahe walked dmm the

o ngrrq_w hnl;lway‘ , Mter unlocking the dogr she E;tﬁpped ina;lda apd placed her -

. mq\il :;_:m the desls._ 'I‘he dﬂSl; and stmrage cabinent . fi],led mubt. u£ the. rgom but

B - ﬂlﬂ' flcmr tn. ceiling nindow gave 1t an alry feeling. Althaugh very cluttqrcd_f -

the rnum was tidy, Qolcorfql pic.turea ap,q pusters Guv@rg:d Lhe mlla, Even .
Sﬂr&h"‘ patc:hwurl: .jqcket, hanging on the puat t;r’ee, added tn t,he qhaertulneas. :
i As _she turne.d 1;0 snitoh an tl;g light, J‘qa Dav;Ls knock@d on the hali—open door
o ")[F Dﬂvls. Please came right in. Pleasta sit down, Make your self
Cﬂmfﬂrthla' I Just ueed to gg gﬁt yqux flle, . I'll be . right back.  Please git
down." o o o .
_ ch‘;: atepped asid,e ag Sarah Ev;ma le:ft the rmm. He wnLcl;ed, ‘her walk duwn'
the I hallway.: She maved ‘eastly and quickly, e decided Be iked the curves of
'her body that ware evident s her full, fluwered akirt noved agnlnat her. hipq

_and, legs.r ng suft bluea aweatar 1k snuggiy L o

' As she turned the corner, he sat in the olw.ir direg-tly uc:mss imm the
daﬁk He sat an the edge qf th,a chair fmd 1e.nned bacb:._ He crqse-ed his ],C.gb.
- reating his right anl:le ap his left lmeﬁ. With l;;;ls arps bent an(l his. elbowh
xeﬁting un the arms of thq chp:lr, he :I?nlded his- hands and reated, them ga his -
lap. ‘ lle casually emmined Lhe plctures and puhters in the rqum. His glzmca .
: tool; in pD&Le;‘S w.th children, animals and flwars. They all incque':i pDSiLivp,
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.cheerful gaptiuns, But' his eyes Kept returning %o a framed p‘i'cfure' on the desk,
Joe satmight'.eued in the chair as ¥iss Livans came Lhraugh the chJr.

Sarah Evans placed a m;miln folder op the desk as shy sat. down... She _
automatically tucked her lopg straight hair behln;:l her ‘ear. ‘ She leaned qn ‘the
desk and leafoed thrc:ugh ‘the file. _ '

“Well, Nr. Davis, I see you ra a returning &-tudent. Thié is your flrst -
quarter at the college and you're taking Euglish 111 Psych 201 and Inbruducticm.
to Busiueaa. Nost of the 1nbtructura don't keep this l:ype af iuinrmutmn on -
hand but I like ta have 11: g0 that I can “help my students 1f thpre‘s a problem.
'I‘he two papem that yuu‘ve submitted an fﬂl‘ a,re ulﬁl:l here, 'iuuld you Like to
sea how I graded them?" : Lo o ‘ .

Joa settled back 1n his chair as he- upened the :Eile. _ As he ﬁl&ﬁéed aver
the pnpers. Saruh Hatched hig eyes. , T

- The file said Jog Davia was 38 but his byes were much u]dar. Shé 'c':c':ul.d‘
' sea that he' Was physicnlly £t and his blue jeans, 't—~sh.trt'. and. IaLigue jaokel; '
o indicn’ced, he; wma a cae;ual rela;:ed persun. But tha rtur]: blackm a uf hi lmir
 and trimmed mustache G@@é uvm‘shndowed by the darknasa in his eyes : '

" He 1eaned forward’ and placed “the ;file on ‘the désk. He' looked up. smled
and asl;ed, "bo whnt s next?" ' Sara.h xelaxed 1n, her c,hair ag JDB leaned baclc in
' _his. R ' :

"Well, Hr Davis. what's next is wha can be done to hrlng yuur gradu up.

'

' As you can see the best grnde you can geL'"at this puiut""'will bc, a D, chu ve
got one more paper to turn o, - If yuu impruve yuur Hriting enuugh, you cmuld
bring l:lmt grade up I:o a C or pmsaibly A low B. The questitm, s, Hr Davic:.. 16
that sumething you want ta do?r ST S

~ Joe nodded z.md asked, "Yeﬁ. Hiﬁ‘-a Evam:, I wuuld ]ike tc: brlug ;m)' grnda up,
" What advica da you have for- ma?" o o - . .

o "Well mechnnically ynur writing ls qu;Lte gmud. You knqw""h'mi' o use
punctuatiqn and' conatruct a gnud sentence. Yuur pnpers are cuherent “but there’s'_
na...nu..,nu 1ife tu them. T want you to write mgre creatively. - E;-cpre. 7
yﬂurﬁe,lf. Pick s, tcnpic that excites “yau, Write abuut‘. your ‘{pb or ydur famlly.
Vhat! kind of habbles da you haVG? Vhy are yeu back in :;chuc:l? What bmught
~ you here ta this college at this particular tima?™
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: Sarah Bvans enthuei&am wade ber lean fprwnrq on, tha dqsl:, Her, eyes
‘sparkled. She smiled. . L
Joe Davis sat looking at ‘bis fplded hqnds o s 1ap,, He E-ilt qumtly
- The s:;n;l.le disappeared from Sarah's face as Ioa: l,uulzed up at her. Fia oyes
startle “her, The brilligat blue nE big eyes. piercac; through her, 0n1Y the
deap d@rknesa behind them: Bufel‘.ene(i thﬁ mpendiﬂﬂ cmnfrnntal.iqng ﬁe bli‘“ked'
twice %nd logked. tﬂwﬂrd the wipdow, . ‘ e ‘
| ' "%hm back at s¢huq1 cuz the plant whara I warh&d ahut duwn'_ 1 dqnft hava
~any. parketable _-a_ki.J,la... and..I nepd ta work, . I wog. ab the samg gompany since
1970, driving forklifh, I den't have any habbies and I'm divarged. 1 baven't
: seem o ex—wife or kids fur 8 years.. Pretty grim, huh"”‘ : ..
' tu;ped bis: gaze buc}c to hig Engli@h te&chen He 1auh,e,d, at her evenly':
__und dafenaivaly. -Sarah met hiﬁ eyes, cleared her Yhroat and apql;e., o
. "We'll just have to fipd anqther topic, You see. Mr. Davis, if YW ‘““ lt@
* about gmmethins ygu'x‘e pﬂrsunally involyed .in yuu re papem will pefleu,t that
“-‘mtare@t;. - T think you are capable- of that kind. ot wr:lting- Lat's sea., .wgll
: '.nere you 1n. the seriog? Havea you travelled grgreaas®™ . ' -
| - Vithout, averting his gaze Joe muswered quickly nnd with a. th-llleﬂt:s% m hiﬁ
- yoice, "es'to bath questions, Army nnd Vietnam But lat 1‘1!3 aalk yau ﬂ .
. question, That. piotureﬂin the fmme*—an ‘your. deﬁh “Tell me abuut 1€, " o .
 Sarah took the picture in bher hands. It was a portralt of a young woman

"standlng in a cmwd. on & damp. afternaop. It appearad she was llql.ening
“;Lntently tn smqenne spealsing._ She gax‘rled a. slngle flower and a large. "stup “the

it war" ‘putton. was -pinned tu her pcmc:ba. ﬁarah held the mgatal :t‘rume ag 1L hulding
‘rtha pnst in her hands.

 “That's me. Ny buyiriend took 16, Vall. ,he'a ot my bqyfriend. uaw, but 1 he
wag then;. Um...ii‘, was’ taken durilog the peace marches in H& hlugtqn in November '
1969. 1 wrate "war is hell” an it, Seemed apprppriate aince that's- whut wq '
- werp pratwting Those were good timea. Thpt suncal.qher~the rainbmwis also
from thni; marqh. : Thatk - H!]l-lld be a gcrqd aub.lect—whera wcre yau in Huvember _
10607 SR . | o ‘ -
' Again Sarah lenned expmtanly an her dask Jog tunk hia eyes from. her
- face. and glanced at the ceiling. Sarah nuticed bis hody gruw tensc_,
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© "1 was sitting in a honch in the middle of hell fn Squth Vietnam. I used
tq laye raip,bﬁwa t_uu.' But they 'méap'.admethi_ng different in me ubﬁ. Thay mean
mempries.  Mé ‘and .my bﬁddy used tp think "r'ainhcius ‘were good luck: He was shat
- dawn right aftar gt stopped raining ’I‘here wag a rainbuw Hevgr saw’ him again
‘and never have liked rainbuwa since,™ ' o o ‘
Althﬂugh still in ‘the sape room, the: diﬂtance ‘batween them grew. Barah -
sanlt back into ber chair, She piaced the picture face dawn o her. desk., .
Jog leaned his head back against the wall: e struggled to coutral the
'_tears that cullected in s ayes. s one rl;;l_l.ed dd’wn“hié cheek, hia-stqmnch
knotted, o = o R T f '
Cautinusly, Surah brnkc-} the v*ileuce, "?Lll...um .1t wuuld Geem, Hr. Davm,
that yuu Ao’ hava aomethin[; G write about. '
Jog atnred at haer through the tears. He hnlfwsmiled ‘and - almul: his huad
He leaned forward, His eyes lucked onto hers,
' nyap bet Miss Rvans. You want me to write about. the’ mud., the. _
' 'mbStIui,j;ﬁeé,.‘.tlié ‘smell,.or better yet_.,-,da-. .yuu want me to’ jdasqribe for you-with
" the _egpmssian and Creut’iv’i'ty y’uu' waﬁtmh‘uw" L 'y"qp ‘me Joo Davig—,'_‘_shb‘t a woynded '
h,étcung' I shot hin dead square in the haad. 1 taak stea.dy’ adm. Blega- h_-im
' away. Is’ that what yuu.,. S : L
: Sarah ‘1ifted her hand tp stup him “he ;Lntarrupted. "Um‘. Mr. Davis. -~
That' ‘nat quite wha,l: [ hat in nipd.*
| : "Lieten hdy, there's nathmg else t- writa abmuL Vietnam Wﬂb bloml.
~ Even the mud was red. You see, if T didn't shoot that VC,. the chuppm that was
'thére tu picl: h|1m up—-they wanted to tal;e him bncls: for interrugatians—wquld hnve :
| givemuur pnsitiun awuy‘ It HQE him mr us. - I that whnt you want me. ts: write
"-k'abnut”- Gh, I gut alut more staries-but 1 dun't think yuu coyld s,tnmach them,
_ On,- dciﬁ't get ne' wrnng ‘T adwire you stnndins up: for what yoy believe’ Ln.
' Aftgr all. that‘a what T was' fighting far. Your right to belleye” _
' oe Etupd up He heait&ted as ha turned‘ taward the dunr. He sho‘okl'his
he 'd'gnd Taughed, © As he walked uut the door he muttered, "Ain't no big wig.

They’ ]rl never-. uuderstand .
! ,
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Sarah Evﬂnb sat mutiunless.. bhe stared at the egpty donxway She mude
Y} effurt ta call Jﬂﬂ Davis back Carefully she remaved the photo fram the '
frame, For a brief secund she hesitated and then tnre the chture iu hﬂlf.- “he
'pushed bngk her chair and staud upe uhe lifted the rainbuw suncatchur uff the '
suctian cup hulding it. As 5ha pluced it against her ﬁaca. a tenl wurked 1t5
way down her cheek, '

: Jﬂe Davis walked quickly duwn the hnll 4nd nut qf the buidling ‘He:‘
fumbled with the 1nck on the truqk dpor.. As ha Elipped bahind thv HLeerinﬁ
uheﬁl he thraw his bmoks an thq flqor e leaned his hunda un the Bteqxipg

' wheﬂl anﬁ big head fﬂll against the back Qf the Eaat He tuuk a few de@p _
_ breathﬁ nd decided not to buttle the Taqrs. Hia hands drupped tn his. lap and
*he whispéred; *That's exactly What I am, -

Ihn a Vietnam veteran.- -

(Photo compllmenta éf.Jaﬁes'Kilgore)
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Hamburger Hiil

Editor 'middletown Press:

If you re. looklng for a reallstlc Vietnam movle "Platoon" was

. good but ”Hambuxger Hlll" 1s better. Eased on the actual battle'

that begdn on Mdy 10, 1969 and contlnued until May 20th, the
'mov1e focuses on the many burden E of an unpOpular war that the

" 1nfantryman of the lOlat Alrborne was forced 4o endure. Thlng

like. the declslon of top military brass £0 asaaulb the hlll

Leveryday, the loss of frlends by gruesome deaths, fmghtlng alOng o

gide rottlng corpses. the unforg1v1ng ndtural elemcnta, and the
'growlng dlsenchantment and reJection at home. Still, the men
oontlnucd flghtlng With the hope that g’ v1c1ory w1l1 somehow
brlng the war ever closer to an end At times. I even found myw'
self becomlng emotlonally ovcrcome as the mov1e showcd the
frooPers contlnulng to flght day after day.

The 1rony Of Lhe actual babLle was that H;ll 937 Was - nOL r@Farded o

- as a pliece of real estate worth keeping and within days would
r;[be"Ompletely descrted._ Our lOpulde *v;ctory, 8& Amcrlcanar _
’.kiited, compared 0 an’ estimated 500 communists, was consxdered
ver: signlflcant by m;lltary standardb‘ - Howaver, the rapid i'
faba donnent of suoh hard =WOon * territory continued to fuel “the

“r_grow1ng lack of support for the wgr. and soon caused President:

'f:iNix to announce a plan for 5ystomatlc Amerlcan troop W1thw :T

- _drawals.<f;.

+

rf'By the way, near the end ‘of the movie a cardboard SLgn read. _
if"Weloome o Hamburéer HETL. AT the redl battle site, the s:gn

_n):;read,'“Hamburgcr Hlll,“.Wlth a smdll note added to the botfom '
":{zthat ackod,i"Was 1t worth it Well as the Saylng goeb, You've
- never lived: until yOu ve almost . died, For those who havc fought

'i'_for 1%, life has a fldvor the. protected will neVer know. :

- Tam proud o say that I was one of the approx1mate 700 grunts T
that hclped defeat the North VletnamEbe Army on May 20, 1969
and otood v;ctorlous over a nlghtmare that came to life.-”

Arthur Wiknik, Jr. o ;2424?' |
' 3 o 6212%: éb/f: %ﬁv.
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