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RIPCORD REPORT: FOR FRIENDS AND SU_RV_I-VORS-

The Battle for Fire Support Base Ripcord extended from 12 March to 23 July 1970, Durfng the pesaky
of the battle, from 1 to 23 July, there were 61 KIA, 345 WIA and one MIA. [t was:the most costly
action by US Foreces during 19?0 it was the last major battle .of the Vietnam War that was fought By

urely American unats. ' o : - : o

At' thé denter of this couldron of fire were soldiers of the 2-506th Infantry Battalion, and Bravo
Battery, 2-319th Artitlery Battalion, 104st Afrborne Divigion. There were others: [nfantrymen from
sfater battaliohs (2-501 and 1-506); Artilterymen:on neighboring fire bases; men who flew F4- Phantoms
and Forward Air Controllers in observation aircraft; Army Aviators in gunships ‘and UtiLity
helicopters; men who pushed supplies forward: men who kept-vigil by radios; men and women who staffed
the hospitals; and others, who prov1ded support in a thousand different ways.

The men at Ripcord fought aggressively, and well. Their courage was beyond measure.._Thetr
steadfast loyalty to & nation, divided by the war remains unquestioned And, their sacrifice has gone
largely. unnoticed. S . S '

Today,'we're tooking for these people, theee brave souls who fought the Battle of -Ripcord; who
survived; who are friehds and .relatives of-thosé who fell there; or who simply have a keen -interast -
in knouing more about what it wés |ike to have been a soLd1er in the most b1tterly divisive war our
_eountry has had-in this century. oL . . .

Membership ih the Ripcord Assoc1at10n and subscription to..the “"Ripcord Report" is free. Anyone
may Jojri.who was involyed at the Battle of’ Ripcord, who knows someone who was there, or who StmplY'#
has & .genline interest to know more about our pert. {n the Vietnam War. The YRipcord ReportM ‘§s a i
tiving, history of the Battle of Ripeord, and tb a lesser extent, the Vietnam War. Its fntentiops are -
to shate fnformation, e¢larify events, offer sccasional opinicn, and promote better understanding
among the membership. ~The association {eadership does not mean to offend, or cause’ renewed suffering
‘due to the-content of the report, Many of the members have benefited from the, report, hOpefuLly,
many: more will fn the months .and years shéad.

The "Ripcord Repopth and the Ripeord Assaciation were founded by Chip Colling . (B & RECN, 2 506 ?0-
710 in 1984, -From an tnitial. membership of four, the association has grown to over-200 nembers. “Any
‘adyertisdng accepted will be. published free of charge, The newsletter makes no- gugrantees.regarding
acceptance or publication of an. ftem, . Matenbal witl be returned if so requested (plesse include.
return-postaged . AL photogriaphs- 5Uletted u1ll be*returneu free of charge, Uitk eg s the individual
prov;ding them states otherwiaa.- : D S R .

. Eend requests For memberehip/subscriptaon, articles, submissions, neu members. and. donations to.
chuck Hawkips, Editer, Ripcord Report, | i

BASIC LDAD

B
Art/Photos .0 . contacts/New Faces : ~ staff Journal/LZ Oskton
Incoming f'_” LT Recent Auard Ceremon1es : : - . Pass 1n Review
Poetry e "'1'-3, 3 o Editor's History Corner . o And More...-

':,CQNTACTS/NEN FACES

" .steve Morgan S énéeky.uhfté. o John E. Lambert John Schneider
- : '| Veteran’s Album

(HAB/2-379th Arty, 70-71) (C/4-77th ARA, 69-71) . . (A/2-501, 68-69)

 FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS FROM: BEN HARRISON, . SNEAKY.WHITE, STEVE MORGAN, & R1GK BLYTHE e
COVER: By Bryant for Infantry magazine, May-June 1969, "1 remember the days.of peaco,.,.". Captury
NVA (leutenant describes his Life in North Vietham, NVA training Pr0cedures and combat oporat1ons
frequently employed {n South Vietnam, The first of a series for the "Rlpcord Report." o
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STAFF JOURNAL: LZ OAKTON

The goofy-looking guy in the
tartoon aboye is supposed to be
me when 1 wWas the Adjutant for

the 2-50&ththé last three months

of my tour 4De¢i ! 70+ Fub.
{71y, The battalion artist

(extra duty for one of our short- .
timers) made the drawing twenty :

years ago. Welcome to the
"Ripcord Report,n
.- 1 can't tell you how

relieved I am (we all are) at the -

favorable outcoine to Gperation
Desert Storm. 1 had the
privilege te meet, and:shake -+
hands with, ong of the recently

returned tréopers, a young Marine

_gergeant,: Wo: were both at a
lgcal barbershop:in. Falrfax,
Virginia ‘for: haircuts.
still get mine cut: the old-
faghioned way,): Some: of ‘the
sergeant’s remarks Here
interesting,: -

Hetd. been: Th the fight{ng
elong the coast, heading north
toward Kuwnit City. Hew o :
complained about:the’ coalitronu‘

Arab forces (Saudis- and Kuwaitis, .-

1 gatheredy: - 1Didn’t seem very
eager:to. advante; until We hed
~ taken: the.oity, " - Frasked him -

about: the: French (Forelagn Leglen) -
-"They’re

forces. - His :bespohses:
good. They: bive:ifor: combaty. .
They Like §t.: They're s bit:

crazy; . -
for the British. Martnes whom he .
had met.
current plans; heiropliedr:: "My

wife’s havingia ‘baby,  that!s-why:
] got to ceme homei:edrly.  Then,

1114 buy & eor, and: goswhepe-they -

-to pay.

home M L

Storm.

*a generation-ago --

{Yesh, 1 - .

- (Dy2-504,

He also had high praise .|

When:-asked: about-his=: - . -

send me.,"
His haircut fin1shed {what
we colled white sidewalls, he
calls wash’n-wear), he offered
"No," the barber.sajd,
Nthe. hﬂircut‘s on me.

sEmehs of: Us can take

justifiable pride in the perfor-
- manceof the members of bur .

armed forces fn Gperation Desert

whal they were called on to do, .
and did-it well, Just as we did
take pride
fn that as wall,

1 hope you don‘t mind the

~different formot for the news-

latter, With' fewer pages. and
smaller type it’s ensier td get
out more freguently.. . The -
occasjonal “lpng delays hetween
publication. havenrt. helped build
efther cireculation or : :
membenship.- '

< I4ve talked with and/or
heard from -a: number. of members

. of the Ripcord Association - ::
“recently ~-:Bgn Harrisen (3d’'Bde. .
GO, 7074y, Art Witnik (Af2+506,
H¥-F0),; Ray: ¥3lackie" Bleckman
69-70), John YEuster'
"Mihalke: ¢RGN/2-506, 7071}, John * -
Palm-¢fatherof Terry. Palm, D/2-
<501, “KIA An . July 1970 on Hitdl:i. .
BOSY., Gary: Jestes (HHC/Z¥506;. i« . =

70-71), At Werth, Chris Lee,

~Bill "Dog!" Payne, chk‘Btythe-r
> (HHC/2-506), Bob Seitz «(RCN/2x:

5§06, 70=72),and others.
ApparentlyPRipcord Report? No.:
28 was well received, Thanks
for your continued support, -

. Speaking of support, the

welcome '
dl ]l
o initeres

our soldiers, airmen and
“women, - skilors, and marines did

‘iChuck Hawkins;

newsletter will always look
forward to receiving any
information, stories, poems,
book -reviews, - pittures, old or-

new articles, -and other-bits. and

pietes of Ripcord history and
recollectidfions. The newstetter
'§6‘publtsh othar. jtema-of
o Vletnam. Veterans™ as
‘te. Anyfphotographs

appropr

“yeu submit owill be returned. - -

though: this:can’ take some time;
0f:course; hot. everything :that
is submitted .can be published;
that’s & Judgment cadl. thﬂt 1
have to make,

The financial cond1tion of
the Ripcord Association is
sound, thamks to.the generous::
contributions of many of our
members, - We have several
hundred dollars in ouf account;
more than enough.-to.cover costs
for  the next ‘six months,

' We do-needito find more
members for the associetion.
Right now there.are 201 Ripcord
veterans end friends: who recéive

- the newsletter, yet there-were
a8 mahy .as- 4,000 soldiers who
were ihvolved in.the Ripcord:- A0
< in -gome Way: in 1970 -

. .these. guys? -
ceffort-to find more R{pcord

Where aré
Let!s make. an-

veterans: .- .
1f you‘Ve got comments,

questions; or Jdeas for the
newsletter, let.me khows

lfﬁyou
have:-any complaints, the-. .-
Chaplints! number is-..~ (old

“joke)

Anyway,. “currahée i and

.keep the cards and lettors
»comihg.

Enjoy.

LZ-0akton, . -
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INCOMING

Dear Chuck,

1t was good to get- the letest copy of the.
newsletter.  Itis-hard for.me to-believe that-the
small group-that started out in '84 is not only
going strong, but continues to grow,

* The newsletter has matured and 1 feel makes
fine reeding for ell of us who remember., There
have beon .28 editions at this point, which. total
a conslderabte amount of written. h1story of our
brief ‘but: major piece of.a very.long wWar.

1 h0pe the guys:are saying that history and in
some quiet but positive way, letting their
families know its’importance. '1 hadn*t realized
what all those editions of the newsletter
amounted fo until | looked et the box 1 keep them
in on day.:

In my case, 1 not only have ‘the newslettere
but & lot of items I p1cked up as editor in our
early years,

As my daughter is an: aspiring author, 1 hope
the.material will eventually be of interest to
her. 1If nét to her, possibly another family
member., 1t speaks eloquently to a very special
time and plece emong extraordinary people.

As 1 write this, 1 think what a turparound the
War 1n the Guif is compared to ours, 1‘m glad
this generation’s. battles remain short S
(hopefully),.reletfvely,uncomplicated ones, . The

reunions .with towns. and: families ere terrific.but
sadly make.Us realize how different ours.was and

could .not have-had -such an: endy .-

1 hatedito geec-dohn Mihalko and family move
out.west, &lthough. {'m sure. is was a good move:
for.them, ..
Coast for a minisrreunion.

"something  together-before long.
: Heng ln there.. Keep up the: good work

“Ehip Collins
Mar1on, VA

Dear John,

Enclosed is o emall donation for your. group.
I Would tike to be added to :the mailing list of
the: URipcord -Report.¥ A {ittle about myself....
U During tate”169 thru early ¥71,

of Gamp:Evans,..
170 ¢1. think), we.wére.called: out during the
setge at-Ripcord.: ‘I+-- and:severat other
Griffiins-~+ flew ARA sUpuportiover the:flrebase.

I do:remember: one: evening :#n fog, flying gun runs

(and .rocket .runsy ‘through: the fog at:-the: glow-
from the fire at the ammo:dump on R]pcord,ror
maybe. jt-was 105:ammd blowing: up, :
Though:t usually tried toi fly CON- mies1ons, !
was iriterested in Ripcord ~»; 1. had béen at Khe
ganh durfng . the siege. in early 168,80 }+ knew.

what- it felt- like to be in a- tough eituation. 'lf:

the:.one. thing. 1 have. learned-from war,. and
gspecielly my tours:in Vietnam, is that. the : .
comaradire of. those- that have: been in s{tustion
such as Ripcord/Khe Senh is higher than.others..
The acte of :bravery ---which at the time go. .. -
unnoticed, or.because everyone is doing their
best to stay alive ~» are forgotten as the
passage of time continues, Though these seem
small, we, the veterans of such actions truly

IHll.miss that short Jjaunt up-the East e
Perhaps we can get R

~.and_after: the Vietnam War.:
.. .d¥stain and. contempt shoun: to these Very breve
~guys -who were-fighting a war thot>Very few
“.wanted.:
 thought ofihow so-called Americans:spit.on them

[ I was:a cobra: -
~pilot for the:Griffins -~ C Btry, 4/77th ARA, -out
During late June or early July .. .

: Marine who: jJust raturned: from: Vietnam. -
. {s Ricky: Raymond.
cand b: do:notiknow where he is.
“decorgted. Marine who led dogs. through the: jungle

- to: find: the:¥iet Cong.
but. 1. donft. think 1. ever.told hims

the'men

understand, and more. important, cherish,
we served with.,

Though I only flew above Ripcord, and only in
support of the "06th, I feel 1 might have helped
-~ helped @ group:of men who werre enduring the.
toughest challenge of their youhg- lives, : -And if
I --.and my -fellow .Griffins, were.able to. kill a
few NVA.-- 80 that you..and members of..the *06th
could survive, then I (and I.am sure other -.
Griffins) are happyl]

Thank you!ll

J. :Sneaky uhrte, Griffin 926

Vacaville, GA ‘ :

PS: I received your address from “Sweet
Griffin" - Rick Freeman, truely the finest
cobra pilot Tfve ever known. Like 1, he was

~amazed and.impressed.in the valor: of the t06th
during the Ripcord Operation.

Chuck,

! thought you might be interested in this’
Veterans Day speech, "I am the United States of
America,! poems, and this letter from Mary
Graves of Maryland.

Gary Jestes.
Menchester, MD

.Gary,-,

- Thanks very much, ;.o 1 - mey not‘be'able to-get:

:'1t cald o thia- fssue, but it H1ll ba- useful forai
future ohes. : . i

Chuek Hawklns, Editor 7

Deer Vietnam Veteran,

I would like to sey o very heﬂltfelt “thenk

.youl to all the veteramns of the-Vietnam War. -iMy

heart. is very happy at how much love and. support. -
is being shown to the: troops of:Desert StorMmg - -

- However,. my. heart is aleo breaking at the

thought of how our troops were treated. during
.1.-personally saw:ithe

l''am: so angry and disgusted at the

and -even:.beat them up if given a chance, and:.

.~ then,:.-of: course, there Wes; elso the complete
-veindifference.

. MWasH19 years old in 19?2, and Nes doting a
His-:name
1: haven!t seen him jn.-ye&ars
He was a highly-

1 :was: yery proud of ‘him, .
“liwould 1 tke: .
to.tell him.now, and:other guys: tike him that- |
knew. theny guys like Jimmy Beles.and Pat. -

. Gunningham, -dr,, and all. ¥ietnam veterans- who :ha
-gerved so bravely.
~ghow. them the love, support, and understanding

1. wish: 1 tould ‘do.back BHd -

that. they so very much deserved. And; of
course, there Were the ones who.didn’t come

‘back, ‘like the only -brother of my dear.-friend, -
JAm Chase, who was killed in Vietnam.  How.og:.

terrible to fight such a masty and unpopulaps




war, and then come home to. fight another one in
your own country,
me and other people Like me: Who were  too
ind#fferent ‘to care.

turned the other way when I saw it happening.
bperation Desert Shield fs Bringirg-up & lot
of ‘guilt and pain for me redarding this very
fmpoertant issde., 1 wonder if there bre other
people who feel the same way, But mobe
impertantly, T worry that the Vietnam veterans
who are segeing alt the: love and support for our

troops now, may be ‘feeking the hukt and rejection
So, 1 want.to make it very clear
‘have:not forgotten them.
“heal all wounds, but I

all over again.
to them that 1, for ‘one,
1 know time is supposedito
don’t think 1n-the case of
has. In my oplnion, there
be said.

I do not like to "point
also like to say that Jane:

Vietham that it truly
ts*sttlt much more to

finQGRS;“_bot 1 would
‘Fionda committed,

went to North Vietnam, 1 wolld like to ask why
she has never had to pay for “it.. The POWs
certanly paid for it
away with 1t, and- why WEs she allowed to returp
to this country? :
I would also 1ike .to mention that there are
WWIl vetergns,. such as my stépfather, William

nsully" sultivan, as well as Koredn War veterans,

such ag my uncle,. lLoufs 4. Landweht, still alive
in this -couniry today, Msully," @s he ies known
in our hometown of Laure, Maryland,

beaches of Nopmandy on D-Day,: 1944._

that they “abe-not: forgotten. And T would Like'
- to mention my fathet, Tommie Graves, who ‘was &
~highly decorated Marine who fought so bravely in

both WW1! and Korea. He: died a long time ago,

but 1 will ‘never forget-him. L Wish [ hed

thanked him when he was liv1ng, I Hlsh 1 had
-understood.. - :

I hope you wWilil print my [etter.

and am very proud of what they did to serve this
country, and 1, for -one, ask their. forgiveness
and hope that many more Amerieans will do the
same. . i

Mary E. Graves
Launel, MD ’

Deor Ripcord Association, i

1 served in the Unltod States Army during
1968~1969 as a $quad Leader in Company A, 2d
Battalion, 501st Infantry, 10%st Airborne
Division, 1 was wounded in.combat in Vietnam in
early May 1969, and lost contact uith My unit
theréafter, | -

1 belfeve ‘that Frank A. Peha uas a member of
my squad

that 1 may-try to contact himi' 1 would

appreciaté any Information: that you: ¢ould provide

to help me logute Frank‘Pena, orany informatfon
. You Rave about any fnguiries about:-his unit.
" Thank “you-for- your: osQTstance and cooperetlon
An this: matter.- : .

John E. Lambert

I hope that:they~can forgive

I ‘may not -have: ‘beéen the one
. doing the spttting or’ not speok1ng to them, but 1

in my
opinion, the unpardonable sin of treason when she

MRy was she ‘allowed to get

tanded on the
A would like
to say "thonk youll to them also and let them know

I would like
to tell atl the Vietnam veterans that I love them

=1 &m- fnterested in- his- whereabouts 80

5 ,

Dear- Ripcurd Report-

My unit’ from Vietnam is hold1ng its’ f1rst"
ever reuntiori in the.near future, 1In order -to
locate some ‘of the personnel who ‘served with me,
1 need “to” ‘ddvért s id forder ‘té reach-thém,” s¢ r“
came to your: organization to pledse public1ze
the: reuniona§ rem hoping thét'maybe ‘gome 6f “my-
brothers are réaders: of* “your orgon1zabionfs o
newsletter: and “Will-ansWer ‘the ‘request ™
_ Information on ‘the reunion“ ‘Co. F (LRP),
518t /Inf ‘¢Abrs Y wWiLL 'hold =& ‘reunion in June

“'Thank' 'you for your-help in-this endeavor.
Keep America strong, support her Veterans o

T, Gonzales
Austin, TX

Dear John,

That's & -common Way that some letters going:
to Vietnam started, anyway, my name is Steven.
Morgan. | served in Vietnam from January 1970
reibl danuary 1971 with Headduarters Battery, ‘2d
Battalion, 319th Artillery (101st Airborne
Divigfon). My field time wos-on"F5B Barbara,
0’Reilly, Ripcord, &nd'Rekkasan. ~1 aldo
adjusted” @ftillery ‘fire around Ripcord. from the
air.. Just for informafions* sske, the CO of our
battery o Ripeord was €PT Rich i(very gung hoy.

There was somuch goirg ofisthat summer, that
ft/5 hard to pukl -4 all: ‘t¥gaither in your mind
The “Ripeerd Réporti-Relps.cubodever, T do - - -
remember  the- days_lood1ng ;. and firal day “
of, Ripcord as-a FSB: That“*summer ‘ond ‘the
summer of 1969 Here both costly fo: the 3d
Brigade, R

By the way, I leorned of your newslettor from
Bill Payne in Celifornfa. He runs a company
called Proud productions. - He makes Vietnam "0 |
shirts of ‘thé highest quality.  Wis ‘Bhone ‘number:
te 7147599-1970. 8ill has sent me & copy of the
URipeord Repbrt!l No, 26, June: 1990 L. am how..on’
your mafting“list, ‘and 'if | can help you or ony

other-veteran my address ‘6 (see new

- 1oam originally fFom soutfern-Iltiineis. T om_
proud’ to haveé served in’ Vietnam, “and extremely-
proud to have gerved in’the 101st Afrborne
Division. | hope my donation will help ¥our
report reach other veterans, Say a prayer for
the young Eagles in tha Middle Fast. Airborne
always, -

Steve Morgan~ "~ i S
Baton Rouge,_tﬁf e T ‘,:f

Dear’ Chuck o ' SR ;-f I'f‘j

After: speak1ng with you and Cbl. Bob Seftz
last week, 1t was 8 nice feeling 'to know that-
career’ officers ke yoursélves are so willing
to spesk with Vietnem veterans that you have
naver met. ! guess it’s because anyone who
served in'a place:like Vietham shares o common
bond that mekes it :easy to open upito each -
other,

To anyone else out there, the reason for my
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To anyone else out there, the reason. for.my
calis was to try and locate a 2d Lt, by the name
of Kelly .who seryed with A/2-506 from October,

1969 .through, Aprii or. May. 19?0 1f anyone. ',_
remembers him, .or, at least his first name,, ‘pleoase
- drop.me a.line. 2d Lt.‘KelLy was originally. from.
Miami, .Florida., ., : :

One .other thing,mchuck COncernlng your "Pass-
in Review" of .Sunmons of the Trumpet (Feb, 491
issue), you mentjoned. that there Were only.two.
professional athletes who served in Vietnam,.
Actually, there ape two-more, -Ed Figueroa, .an ..
Ainerican League pitcher who won 20 games.in.1979.
for the Yankees, served with the Marfnes. -Also,
Garry Maddox, an outfielder for the Philedelph:a
Phillies and San, Francisco Giants, served :in the
Army and later went on .to be honcred in 1977 by
No Greater Love Committee as one of four Vietnam
wveterans who have dtst:nguished themselves in-
public Life. :

Art Hftnik
Higganum, CT

Dear-chuck,‘.'
: Received my letest .copy of "Ripcord," and as
always looked forward to receipt. . .

My .main .peason. for writing is, 1. just came
accross some photos L. acquired years age and.
wanted to share them,. If you.can.use. them in
‘some Way,. that would be great . .

Alsc, wWent to make.s .donation to help and keep _
this newsletter “in the oir." Later,. if o Ci e
.possible, 1td, Like .t buy ad hpace for.a: few of . A
my shirts (sending you .sample-of quality) I th1nk

our afrborhe brothers: may be interested. inm,
Nice talk1n' with you -- fraternally,

g8ill “Doc" Payne " "Above the Restl"
_San Dimas, CA . .

EdItor's Note: B1ll did send me an absolutely
splendid Screaming Eagles "TY shirt. with- the.
1015t patch. front and back along with. the. names
of .all the. major battles the division sau in -

“Vietnam «- including Ripcord. $ee his ad in this
report. ..Bill also sent spme excellent photos of
FS8 Ripcord Vehgel, end the rest of the  AO.
Thanks, BflL, -and, good talkin’ to you.teo, - =
However, -the "Ripcord Reporth doesn’t. _accept pafd
advertising, Just 1tems of interest to, ity
reodorship.:-— .

Dear GhuER;

This is the article | spoke to you sbout. . The
photos will follow. Please make sure 1. get my ..
hext fssuo of "Ripcord Report." Thank you.

Chris Lee
Chitlicothe, OH

Pictured. at right, NCO candidates gett1ng up “the.
tough way -- via.cargo net, infantry,. 1969, -
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EDITOR!S HISTORY CORNER

Dept. of the Army

Ha, 2d BN CAmbl) 506th INF
3P0 San fFrancisco
Unft History, March 1971

Intrgduct\o

Who can say at what d1stant'
point in the gulf of time will
the tribes of man lay down their
arms ahd join hands in peace?
That the time wWwill not come
easily or soon, this we know.
The, tyrant chieftans will

continue their ravages, sinning

against the -earth. as they do
against .en¢h other, and each- new
generation Hill be: required'to )
begr, brave men . toichéek that -
tyranny., - Yet, when the last,
tyrant falls into: his mouldy
grave, & Warfiar. from the -

Cherokee mation will-step forth_}f”

from’ the resting place of his

ancestors, and Will stand alone1

on & mountain, Sonewhere in
northern Georgia His ery wild
ringi ¢clear end true, and the

chambors of our: souls will echo;

"CURRANEE:! ..

Prefacg o
© The year: _'?0, Has not: &
gpod year fpfithe "Hest-of the
Currahees. ™ Any soldier Will .
tell you that a year-of ‘Wer-is:
never good. BUt {t was & proud
year. You could see it in the
faces of the officers and
enlisted men -- pride -- ‘pride
in themselves, pride {n easch
other, pride in their unft.

1970 was a year when the
Currahees of the 2d Battalion.
(Airmobila) 506th Infantry stood
alone ss never before, - It was

the year of the Battle of Fire

Base Ripcord.

If ever in the Vietnam War
there was 8 forward edge of the
battle area, Fire Base Ripcord
in the year 1970° was that -
forward edge.
the Jungled mountdins. twénty'
miles northwest of ‘the fmperfal
city of Hue, Fire Base Ripcord
practically overlooked. the
firghtening. A Shau Valley."
the better.pa
2d Battalio

vieinfity ofjvRipsord.t "ktiwas
here that we.mat our ‘enemy, ‘the
NVA .
experienced most of our-
heartaches and frustrations, our
guccesses and comradship. . True,
there Were other places and
actions. We began the year at

| o . — .

96383

Situated deep in

“Forr
rtoof the year, ‘the .,
: kirmobile) SO&th s o
tnfantry ‘opernted on, and:in the

"And here .also was Wwhere He-

Fire Base Jack, and during the
year We knew bthers: Shepard;
Davis; Granite; Glediator;

“O'Reilly, Katheryn; Rakkasany:"

#nd.'Maureen. New places.and

‘old, we came to know them &lly"""

“Blt Ripcord we knew best. It

Vseems only fitting then, that .-
‘the' thrust' of this histery be
dedicated ‘to the men ‘of the'2d -

Battalion (Airmobile) 506th:
Infantry who fought and died by-

Ripcord and throughout the year'ﬂ

of 1970.

Firet Part of the Year

The dank ehill of the

northéast monsoon brought & *

“feeling of excitement to LTC

“Howard G, Crowell, Jr,
patched the last lift of slicks

- Camp Evans,
. ambitious month, an ambitious
He. quickly went bver 1n

future,
" to be uggressive operations and
‘his Currahees would be ‘taked
heavily.

as ‘he-

drop his men on Currahee Pad at
This would be an

YEBF. .
his mindithe operations that
were plafined for the near

Yes, They were:going

- would be: a good time to review

PR

‘Davis,

téchnigues of operation and go
over details with his company
pmmﬂndors,

As 0perat1on Jefferson Glen

i carried over into the new year,
“tand rest’ and stand-down drew ‘to’

an end, the excitement mounted.’
Deltn Company under CPT-Dwight

: Walhood would go far and wide

searching for the enemy, : TwWo
artiliery raids were planned for
January, -and Delta Company would

LR g tah Y

The present stand-down .

moke aggressive thrusts to-Fire

Base Shepard gnd Fire Base
The remainder of the
battalion would operate Th-the

“and he flad' the area.
"Company’ had found the enemy; -~

‘again.
-megntime, Was having a more

©oenemy trafl,
this e,

“laying in'ambush,

The stdge was set, the
players cast, and the machinery

f “war- awoke, ready to strike,
"1 And- stpike. the:2/506¢h:did.

- Thie raid' to Fire Bpse Shepard

sytelded Lattie 18 dhe way of |

action, but the raid te Fire”
Base Davis was™a different
DeltafCompany lodated

and” destroyed enemy caches,,

‘booby . traps, end mine fields:
“-As the 3d°Platodn hovered:into
“FB’Davis to join the remainder
“of Delta Company, enemy small

arms fire met the aircraft,
Intense suppressive fire
quickly discouraged the enemy,
Delta

they Would all Live to find him
“Bravo Company, in the -

difficult time. The VC and NVA
seemed to avoid contact, and
instead employed booby traps to- .
harrass and cause casudlties to "
the men of Brave, "Byt CPT- ~ '
Arkangel’s men were not'to'bé
dénied their success. They had

" found’ the énemy, they would
kitlhtm 1f they could,
February, the 1st Platson lay

on &

I waiy along o freshly used

1f “the monsoon-’
rains had dutled thé senses of -
Tt tiad dofe Just’ the”
opposite t&the Currahees o
They werée ' -
fully alert as two VC crept

silentty alahg fhe tratl, “when

‘the last grack of'the Fifles
"echoed

two VC lay dead en the
kill zone.'

vosr to be conttnued

coastal plains region near Fire S

Bose Jack, ~CPT Vincenht
Felletter, soon to turn Alpha* °
Company over to CPT Albert
Burkhart, would be responsible
for. the securlty of Fire Base ™"
Jack, Brave Company and Chartie
Company Were given search and

;‘elear missions that would:take

them to the threshold of NvA "'
territory in the mountains south
of Camp Evens, CPT Giynn'Hale

*had- turned his command’ of

.:Charlie Company over th CPT
“Taabell'Tno Vasquez- Rodrfgues, a -
”:hqrdened campsaigner who would !
Zohunderteke some of the modt: .
. successful operations of the it

year. CPT Carmelito Arkengel,

Jr., commanding Bravo Cdmpany,:="

would lead his Currahees through

- difffeult times as the battalion

drove into enemy territory,

K

_ L . :



PASS [N REVIEW

. The Thousand M{le War:
world War 11 .in Alaska and the AteutfanS: i
by:. Brian Garfield L
_Doubleday & Company,(lnc., New York,. 3969,,

[ R B . L

Occa51onally, a book is read that is so 900d

it has to be set aside from time to time. to. let, 1ts

impact .sink.in,. . The. Thousand Mile War is such- a
book. 1t will be read the first time and not be.

put - down. It will later be read again more
slowly, being. set aside in order to savor each
chapter. . .

Even though the book has. nothing to do w1th
~Vietnam, or the 1071st. Airborne Division, it

deserves .the attention of the Ripcord Asaoc1afion1

mombersh1p. Combat in.the Aleutian Islends. during
Wortd War 11 bears striking similarities and gtark
cohtrasts to the fighting experzenced by Ripeord
veterans..-

The Aleutian Campaign was, fought unhder harsh,
subartic conditjons, compared to the hersh tropica[
conditions Hhere the 1071st fought the Battle of
Ripcord. . Both 1nvolyed rugged mountains and & -
determined enemy. .In gach, effective air support
was critfeal to the succese.of ground combat, . . .
Relatively few poople in the United States were
aware of the combat; sctions in the Aleutians, or at
Ripcord. - All{ed success in, the North Pacifie

* heralded the future successes, of the. islend. hoppﬁng"

campaign in the Pacific Theater -during Worid war .
1. Whetever: success that attanded the Ripeord .

fighting, however, sigfialed: the sad end of -y quite T

different chapter in American history

Brfan Gnrfield has written an enjoyable,
accurate, .and detplled. account of America‘s first.,
victory in the Pacific Thoater fn World War II. It
is" filled with anecdotes, personal stories, .and.
vivid remembrances of the veterans who fought
there, . o

Garf:eld pulis no punches in describ1ng the )
command relation- ship between the Army, Navy, and
_Army Afr Force. From the sanior Army commander,
MaJor General Simon Bolivar Buckner (later k1lled
fhaction on Okinawa 4n 1945), to the senfor: Havy
:commander, ‘Rear Admiral Robert A. Theobald (later;
relieved and replaced by Rear Admiral Thomgs:. G4 .

Kinkaid), and the senior Army Air force commander, - o

Brigadier General William 0. Butler, the author

tells of the successes and failures of Tnterservice

cooperation and rivalry,

_ ) Gerfield also graphically portrays the human '
. - dimension of combat.
;. and historical records, he describes the, exacting
- Seondftions under which individual pilots, sailors,
. and: combat infantrymen lived, .and fought and diad,.

Tt is chilling to read the account of Major. w;iliama,flé

H. Witloughby’s Alasksn Scout Battalion. gs. they.:

battle over frozen, ice éncrusted mountains jn thé f_;cj._iﬁ

. Battie of Attu, . The tales of bombers taking off
gnd’ Landing 'in zero-visibility fog, whipped.by: 50 .
- mite par hour cross winds are gripping. There is a
- story on nearly every page, and they are woven
: together clearly and understandably

, fought .
: 1nterest1ng to reod as. the book-itself,

h witl complement a personal library.,
_veteran of combat at Ripcord, -
. wetcome.glimpse, at another forgotten campaign, in

Excerpting from war diaries .

Garfield also provides exceilent map
references as Well as numerous photographs
depicting the conditions of combat and the men wha
His_gnd notes are deta;ted, and nearly 88

For the Norld uar 11 h1story buff, thrs book
For the

it provides. a
anothar place -and time,

chuck Hawkins

| CUNG CHOC TAN XUAN .
+ DONG LO Buoc SONG BGI iy

7 Chell Hod Teaflet |
_Courtesy of Apt Witnik,
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PURPLE  HEART. - AWARDED. -

TUENTY YEARS LATE - ship . game = between
Frewsburg,. NY - o Bilks Tand ! the ‘Raiders

S e didnvt keep s folks al

The press uas repre~- i (though  ‘the “Leglon  did
sented -- by ~an older,  ensure the .geme was tumed
retired. gentleman,‘ﬂlhij_iin on‘the - television in
Vetringert ‘part-time’ '“thé_dounstairs loungey. '
reportep for one of ‘ the. bick. Cable, "then PFC, -
county*s: - local ~“newss ‘wés ' wounded fn action
papers, - The reporters ~ near Ripcord. on" 3 -Nov,
trom  the : larger area = ‘70, - more  "than . three -
papers -Were _busy .elsé- - months after - the -evac-
whera, - Tha"toéal TV,  uation: of the fire base.
stotion ‘sent an unkempt- - Dick . -(a - long-standing
cameraman - Who . arrtVQd -“member -of . the Ripcord
late anid Leoft early. Assnociation) end members
usual,. “the  .news media of . Recon -Team -E, led. by

. gove scant ‘sttention to a - 8§86 Lenhny .YRanger® L
“positive ‘event. related to. g<had been " ‘inserted
Vietnam Vetepans..y?y

But{f -the medfa ere  mountainous ™
otherwise occlpied, tha :"old Ripcord 0O,
“family, . friends, -:and-- 'missjon: -~deatl uith some.

neiphbors of Diek- Cable

+{Recon, 2- 506, 1970) wWere: S Eompany T Was
hot. .. Though. no oné: took N trouble with.
& headeount, - there. “was ~  tion cwas
_standing room ohly at the. ‘-guised - by the

Darby - American  LEgion
“Post - BBE gt psm.,

' ',Sunday, van,. 20£hl1991.

S eompany.

From left. Dickrand Debbieicable.‘:.

-Even ‘the AFC -champion-

- nightfall,

“helfcopter nn = small, o
Lz ngar the .
Their -
“for- them;
- gpokted;
. .engaged by "the : -
they passed 'behind the'
posftion hidden by thiok ...
jungle on-the ridge«line,
inthe sharp firefight
that - ensued,. Dick and:s
~ three other members of -

NVA: snipers that a tine
having
“The. Ansor- -
cleverly dig= " -
gotual . ¢
Cextraction of the-rifle -
Recon Team: E ¥
“BUrg they had not been

detected,
“hundred meters ‘to ‘en NDP,
Things changed before. -

mqved

“t0 the LZ to receive’ two

more -soldiers who were to
emplace . electronic “sen-
BOrg.:

and ‘the membars -of Team:E
knew: jt, .7 The:

KAOW*

‘took- 8 slightly

This ‘foolish order
-compromised the: ‘mission; -

L2 ‘now -
" became their ‘NDP. - '
- "The:-next worning, ‘the'.
‘team . moved: out -
_Bat’ YRanger™ Long.,
“ing the folly of  retra-:
cing & path. in
" jungley, |
“difterent : route. Y-
result, the team avoided
the kill zone of ‘ar- HVA"
aribush:  that “hed been -set
" They: “were
“however; andi
NVA : ias

again.

énemy .

severel'_?

however,. ..and "
, the team was ordered:back::

gtHe team L Were

wounded,

Disregarding his  own
»..wounds. .from RPG frag-
ments, : -he .continued

‘firing on enamy posftions_-

SOREFLY the WVA- fled.

Why did the eward come

20 yecars late? ~No onhe
'knowsi'forf*sure, but &
s ¢opy --of -the —original

orders for Dick’d Purple
“Heart ‘doted "1 Dec. *70

gshow hig unit to be the

©.2+502, not the 2506, A
' error? -

typo? - Clerical”

“Tt’s not cleafy
. What is ctear, is that o

Dick?s platoon loader,
Cthen. - ALT Robert Soitz;
Sdiscovered the' uninten-,

-arrangoed.: for

“iffonal . erpor  at a8 recont
Uimihd <rounfon,
“chasfng down the :
“orders. through ‘the Army’s =
award
cess,

-rectamation pro»

colonel. - ‘and.  -&lso & -
Ripeord  -‘Assn. - member,
the award

- gerepony. in Dickts” homer
- town of Frewsburg, NY..

1§ anoty.
provide more details, = /..

LT tolonel “Adking was an .

Ry avfati; in Vietnam,
, _ i .

Wnfortunately, R
1tion _pegert Storm* kept -

~C Terry.
Milﬁtaryku .

: “§ire
andria, Virginia

b youshave e copy'of the o
orders, 1t’s.a big help, . -
need to %

youl |

‘hfter -
‘award -

" $efty,  now L

0pera~¥; -

from atu L .
i chuckny s
R B




FSB R1pcord, somet1me after 18 Ju1y 1970
when the o dump exploded. :
Bm “Doc" Payne

E _-’:-Photo by

ik 1 _

‘:lheu‘ country i1 Vielnam, Ronald

,\Wﬂl e 0f icksburg isn’t
ens, s

) seg_ qf : unger g’enerations

.| “have. s glear. undérstanding ‘o

what ithe: e perience ‘was all

-=-about :
‘ onth, the memories
‘he broughl batk from that conflict .,
vill - resurface again and, ‘Wi’
jopes, &' greater \mdcrstantiing of -
“his year.us.a medic in the jungles |
- of South Vietnam will also emer) e ;
“when the Army ‘presents him wi
' long-overdue medal for his par-
licipation in'more than 25 combat
assaults, -
Will was supposed to receive the

. ‘award shorlly after his tour of du- " 16
-4y ‘ended fn September w1, but.

AR

“henevergoti, = .
- Robert M. Seitz, his lieutenant
.in the lﬁlst Ajrbome Division, .

bt it brings bk & I ol sull” |

‘young: peoplé tdday

terans who seived™

understand the

are enough veterans
telling thejr kids . - =
~what it was__._ 1
about ‘ o

Ron W111 ]r.

. sald the 4& carold Will “who @ .
- 'works as a r)x{xachmxst with Ken- [T

', some ligh
: _vetshavebeentreated "
“ " Will's entire. !armlyls : SRR
e rtobcthere including his w e,twoa&._ e

| ,_fhe ‘specia

"'f: - day understand t

Iearned about the mixup at g pla-

boon retinion this summer and, af-

thr threselli tgnonuelg taol' ]cutttn
ough military r , loca
» the m%shsing honor, - _pe

 Seitz, accompaméd' by several”
_other members of the-pl &aloon will
il on Deg."

present the medal to’

Edmur

g . ,.'
" HI've "‘got mixed Ieelmgs about *

the whoie thmg It's a. good thing,

~armed-as a

Pm ceremony at the .
Veberam 0 .Forelgn Wam Hall In -

- pametal Inc. in New Market. “I't
- glad it's being done now do shed . -
t on how the’ Vletnam-g

- brothers, . two. sisters and’ his- 94

; €Vi ear-0ld grandmother, ' Beatrice -

. But the bwvo pegple Will

- thinks- mx{ght benefit . most from " e
day are his daughters, . -+ - 7

dyear»old Jenmfer and lo-year-

Amy.
“F don't think %oun people to- -
e Vlatnam con-

flict. I don't think there .are .

“enough. veterans lelling their kids

whal 1t was all about,”” hesaid.
Willhas 3 lot to toll, -
~ Although & medic, he was ful]y

art of a six-man

team within the. 25ynember pla-

toon. His unit was transported by = -+
‘helicopter to-various locations. in. -
* porthern South Vietnam, where HA
- would engage in ground Tee
. naissante ' missions,
"counlermgenemyhre o
C “There . were a few snumions
where lhinge dldn‘t g0 &8 planned

often




",LSIash1ng througi

oL Stillofighting for, freedom.‘T.'

Mwbm#auwwﬂ%wmw%ww§%w .

BronzéSlﬁrﬁMcdél.Ibi*'valor. 3os v Is-a atriot who was’
Seilz: sald Will's courage and’ 1alw§;2 commil‘t)ed to’ his fellow.:
skills as a:combat medic clearly, 3 ‘soldiers and it’s g};:st very mce lo:

-gaved 'the lives of several men ut and sa
‘ ‘and -others were greatly assmted ﬁf‘ﬁa,':f{s t;z;{] r&:} “?m for whgi
v - rbyhlsef{orts youdtdforyournallon.’lf Sn

YHe genuinel cared for all o[
"us and he miade ‘our health and -
Welfare his top: priority, whéther
it was. frealing gunshol wounds or
-, reminding. us to take our malaria
Eills M he sajd.»* can tell you he

as our toLal reSpecl and: admu‘a-::
ton - ‘ R Salurday
—+~Seitz . also - remembers - the SE ._,December 1, 1990 _
%oriei Wgﬂ told ﬁbousth the’ gl\’}]l P moserirle |
ar, bis hoine in the Shenandoah .~ " TP
~"Valley and his'girliriend, Blenda | ' V”E“"”S OF FoRaN WARS
- Sites, Miss Sites became Mrs, Will
‘i Jantary. 1072, less than four |
: -'~month after Will's return’ home, 1
~and: Seitz will be meeting her and’
~geeing the valley he heard about‘_
IorlhefxrsttuneonDec. 18
highhght of [ ithe
“season and it &’

......

Northern Vlrgtnia Daily

— o ..‘---r~ 1

1

MAssANu”TEN POST NO 2447 |

and. people ‘wotld" gel h rt," he.
sald.. “Whelher you ‘was; gettmg- J
shot at.or not, if lhere was a man.| - highlight of a.life o be with peo- .-
on the ground you hadfo . helpwi ~pleyouhave such cloge tiesto and -
Iu + 4 shared ‘n very hard ‘experience. .
v k. 4 with” said Seitz; who oW serves .
the taff at the Penta

war is full of bloqd ar
- Mon who fight to keep: ?hei

N el the ‘deep burning. pain, £
' —That's the life of the %creaming Eagles

Then you eny 8 Lftt[e prayer and hope ‘th ‘ohe
“Not knowing . Tf youl/ll Tfve t gee thg rise. of ‘the mornlng sun. St
Thon you pult yourself’ togeéher .cause, you know that you must drive onlu e

" That's the 11fe of th Screamfng E&gfes of 't ! , A

: FIghting every nigh ang day to’ keep Americ . P T

“Couse they Khow Tt/s . the only way end all thé world must see SRS
- Eyen ‘¥hough' the go1ng’s rough they" don’t ‘quit 'till the fighti
[t"s the_,brave young Screamns Eagles of.tbe 10 1. SRS

L)

Through yed _and yea ﬁ,Df T
This" {sn't g survival for us bbt it's ah endurance e oueffor a free way of lifef
We want that freedom, we must fight for . R

DrSve On, Sqrenming Eagles, Dr{ve Dn.jil




THE- ENEMY

Major Halcom A, Danner" .

Major Billy J. Biberstein ”_ -

" Editors Noter This’ articla ts’ from the May June
1969 issue of Infantry, "...the professional ™

magazine for infantrymen," and wWill be reprinted

in the “"Ripcord Report" as a ‘series of articles o

over. the next several issues.

"The North Vietnamese donft like it under the
yoke of the Communist party ... American Infantry
Units aré weak, their fire power is poor and
their-equipment is poor ... We know we cannot. .
defeat the Amerjcans, as it is almost impossible
to defeat you ... HWe will Win the war -
political{y, not militarily...."

Thesé’ ‘are "some of the random thoughts and
vieWs of a young lieutenant in the Nor'th:
Vietnamese .ATmy wWho was wounded in action and. -«
subsequently captured by an American unit in
South Vietnam in 1968,

The information, views and opinions. In this

" down.

They return to train more soldiers,
bring them dewn.

I know I'm sick and tlred of the armyr beh@
in it for the duration; however, there are very
few 'mén ‘who reject the military draft. I doh’t
know the punishment for ‘those who do, ‘but you
never se¢ them again.: The time of departure
from North: Vietnam :to South Veftmam ¥s ‘the most
eritical ‘timé. ‘There are -a lot of volunteses in
the NVA but they are the hot-bloods.” The: age
group .is from 16 to 21 yearg old, These are the

.young..and -hot-blogded elements and’ they want to

fight.

They -havenft seen thé brutality of the
wars: . y

There are very feH of the age group. 17 to 35

'.“years old teft in the hamlets: and villages in

. North Vietnam.

In the hamlet, where 1 was
Uiving when drafted, there #Were 120 families and

.a totad population .of 4,000 to:5,000 people.

" tThere.were. only three of four men of the 17 to~

article are those of the. NVA -lieutenant and do :-—n

not reflect the officfal position of any
. Department of Defense agency

This IS his story....

Hy parents were fermers and owned 50 hectares -

G of riee. Fields in. Horth Vietnam, but when I was

_born, iny father was dead and my mother Was
renting most ‘of the land: to naighbore, -Hhen.1
_WDS X to 10 yesbs old I had to move from Nam Ha

..;'to Ngol Goa yillage in Hoa Lu Distriet of Ninh -
- Binh Provence beceuse. of the fighting between the

_rFrench and the Vet Hinh

<.~ F am not. pleased ‘to be under the communist

régimé -or yoke, Before it was established, my.
-mother was able to:sell our farm products to the
. people but after they came, she had to sell her
- products to the cooperative. . She also myst buy
wll her supplies from the cooperative.
-“very Little profit noW,

The North Vietnamese people don't Like it
under the communist party but they daré ‘het:
.express . their feeling for fear of punishment.
they speak out sgainst the government ‘they #re’
immedietely arrested and sent to a reform center
for one to four months, If it is'.a more serious

offense they are sent to prison far six months or
Smores,

1 don’t believe anyone is executed. unless
they commit a serious crime such as murder. -

The people of North Vietnam do not like to see
their men drafted into the ¥VA 'but the government
says they must go, This makes the government
unpopulayr and the people .do not like fhe
communist - party, . The families of ‘the drafted
youth do not like to see their’ sons.infiltrated
into South Vietnam, but this is.anr érder from the
party which must be executed. As very few men.
ever return to North vietnam, the pedple knbw: .
there fs little hope of one’s raturn, They
believe the soldiers are a sacrifice and witl
die. The only soldiers that get back te North
Vietnam other than the wounded, are the cadre of
Infiltration units that bring the replacements

4

B T L

:Ihere'isf"

health,
. paralyzed.
. supply of ‘manpower for the army, however,

35 .age ‘group: teft and they were not in good

They were either sick, deformed or i
There will always’ be e cohstant

lt

will 'be furnished by the ‘s¢hool children a5 they

grow up:s' The problem 4s. that the youths Will

lack combat éxperience and abl our- experienced :

'soldiers are getting kilkled,.

I was drafted n early 1965, and was . assigned
to-a reconnafssance unit from the skart, 1 .
inftially took § few tests ‘but most of the' tests -
were given later and were on Recon subjects such
a5 -map reading. The drafted personnel go into
different brahches depending on their civitian
trade and schooling, - After.a period of basic
training the .cadre normally selects personnel
for certain branches. The basfc training varies
from a minimum of one month, for an infantryman.
before he goes to the battlefield, to & minfmum
of one and one-half years foP a recon man.  Qur

reconnaissance units are considered to be the

elite organizations. In order to become a .

“member” 6f one, g 'soldiér must be selécted ahd

trained specifically! fof reconnaissance. Ouh'

“highér headquarters normally furnishes the

replacements we need end we will not accept

"~ soldiers from subordinate elements as.

‘replicementsy’

Orie  and onhe-<kalf years is the

= mi ni midin treining period for a récon soidier and
: the maximum ]s for four years,'

The recon soldier is trented best and has

" ‘good” quarters and food,’ “but the training is veryf

:1n 1957. .

difficult and the hours are long and tirfng,
'The' recon'units are issued and carry tho setg’ of
“fatigues plus’ tio sets of camouflaged fatigues.

our uniferms are manufactured fn Nerth Vietnhem,
We ‘also’get the new type AXK weapon manufactured.
We Were fssued gteel helmets ¥n Nor'th -

- Vietnam and wore them init!atly An south Vietnam;

12

but after ‘several ‘incidents in which ‘Local and
Main Force VC units shot and killed-our -~ -
soldiers, ‘the regimertal €0 ordered Us tg " !
discerd the helmets Ue then went bare headed.

The sappeis are the Second most elite un ts.
They are selected” by the cadre and dre not
velunteers. They -have a required six months
minimum training period and a maximum of one:;
one-half years, They train on the use of




demotitions only and meny get killed because they

lack training in tectics.

We had many weapons in the army while inHarth

Vietnam; more weapons than personnel. 1
»personally {ike my K54 pistol-the best (Ch¥Gom -
automatfo) and I &lso Like the AK-47, which:is
better than the M16. Although 1 never fired the
M16, the AK-47 {is more practical as -jt is

ematler, easier to handle end clean and the round

does more damage 1.

There are Ruseien advieors uith all our ermy

units such as the artitlery, infantry and-armor,
but 1 do not know about the Air iForcé;2  We have’

many tanks in North' V.ietnam,: a whole army torps
of tanks, but I have never seen ‘them in South
Vietnam, During my movement through Horth
Vietnam to the -south I saw a regimental size.
force of ‘Chinese soldiers 1n Thal Nguyen
Provence 3 Thfs was a meuntainous forest ared.

We left North Vietnam in February 19468 and
went into Laos. We were on a military road
through forests and Jungles. 1 do not know much
about Laos Bs we never really met the people, |
don’t really know whose side Laos is on.

I didn’t get to know the Cambodian people
either. In theory and practice, Cambodia is
neutral, ! don’t know why we get to use ity I
expect it’s like a chess game, The NVA made the
right move and uses Cambodia and | suppose- the
South Vietnamese could also use it {f they knew
how to, :

“tn’ south Vtetneh‘l never_peseed tﬁ}ougﬁ“f"”*"

“villages or hamtets and only talked with South”
‘Vietnamese {aborers controlled by the NVA. They

" were sociabte

.. Dburting the day when 1 am not on an operat1on
‘my Life with the NVA 5 very easy. 1 wake up at
0600 ‘hours daily, bpugh-my. teeth and. bathe. .1
eat bréakfast with my fellow officers at 0700
hours, -~ The enlisted soldiers eat togethar in.-
~another area. After breakfest' | join the men of
“my gompany and talk to them until about 1100
“hours. We talk about personal metters ke
;. families, home and of course’sexy ' At 1100 hours
.o 1 eat ‘lunch angd take a sfesta until 1400 hours.
"5 gup food is Usually rite and Canned meat, fhe

food is from thina anhd 15 prepared  for us by the
two cooks of my company, - As Executive officer of

the ‘Company I am. responsible for. the preparation

of the food, :The .canned meat. s usually pork. ‘and

.owe gt tired of eating it so often, Sometimee'
the ‘Vietnamese people provide us food. " Tn

Darlae, Kontum and Pletku, the people were

eympathetJC to us and: gaVe us rice.-

In; the efternoon I go fishing Nith ong or two'_
members of my ‘company.: We.do not go more thsm

two kilometérs from our base camp, -We are very:

careful with members of.our unit who-appear to 'be.
worried or ff their-morala i§. Tow. We wotch.them
tlosely :and accompany:them ¢entinuwously. . There

s nothing to: do during the day except go :
._fishing.::.- s ‘ e

At 1800 | eat supper and then at 1900 the
entire company assembles.for a meeting at which
the political officer fa in charge. At this
dafly meeting the political officer praises the

%q@qmmrmlmm@mm}m,mg e e b

NVA heros and slanders the South Vietnamese
government. He also talks about the great
victories we are achieving against the ARVN and
US units. [ do not think. the political officer
is effective; the soldiers do not listen

attentively and become bered very quickly with . ..

his speech. One.reason he is fneffoct;ve is
because he never accompanies’ U oniour .combat
operations and he never .seesius take casuaities:
The soldiers know this .and do not beldigve his
stories, Sometimes I get: together with hy men
after the political meeting and we sing and tell
jokes to try and cheer each other up. At 2100
we go to bed. If we are locatcd away from the
enemy We sleep in hammocks; if we are close to
the enemy W& sleep in trenches and fokholes.

TO BE CONTINUED..

1. - The lieutenant.is entitled to believe his
own propagenda. . The M16, however, wes: (and: is)
far superior to the AK- -47.in almost mll -
respects, especially in terms of accuracy;
range, and destructive power of the' round.

2, This is not surprising. There were several
reports of sighting a tell, white-skinned
soldier working with NVA forces arcund Ripcord.
One such report was made by CPT Rembert G.
Rellison, commander of D/2-506, Whether the
individual was Russian could not .be confirmed.

3. Also not surprising. On 19 July 1970, about
two kilometers southeast of Ripgord, A/2-506 CO,
CPT Chuck Hawkins, killed to men in NVA uniform,

.each carrying foldipg stock. AX-50. rifles. The

smallar mar wag readity ident1f1ed BS. an NYA .
recon sergeant, the other men had not a shred of
idenfification, and was about eix fect tall.

“Was he Chinese7. Hawkins thinks so.

RIPCORD TRIVIA: General Sidney B. Berry, Lt.
Gen., USA, Ret. and pember of.the Ripcord

Association, was Brigadier Genéral-. Berry and
Assistant Commandant of the U§ Army Infantry .
School at the time this article wasl or1ginally o
publiehed ih May June 1969,
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POETRY .

Vietnam, 19591975

*When all the battles are over,
end the war is finally done,
count me only as a soldier
who never left his gun.

For the right to serve my country .
is the: only- prize i've Won.

Unsigned

Courtesy of Gary Jestes.

Printed:4in Ihe: Maryland V1etnam Veteran..

Assault

‘Violence moving up a hill..

short dashes across light -yaars .-
of jungle.

Bits of angry eplit the.air,

And kill,

Leaving lonely.

c. Hawkins,l1b72 ’

Heroes. -

n

Long ago ! used to dream .of growing older
And of - the many fine things that 1'd be and do.

Childhood idols, swinted-heroes, . - *:
Boldly -mounted oh their chargers,
Brought from history into life,

Their deeds the passwords of my youth.

Now, yesterday is but a glimmer,
A-glowly fading light so pure,.

And the pedestals on which my heroes
Sat have all but crumbled out of sight.

Today, my heroes..don’t ride horses,
But walk, instead, in dust end mud.

C. Hawkins, 1974



Courtesy of Ray Blackman

. - On July'13th and-14th over 70 Veté their femilies, and some of the Delta KIA T%mlly members CA'd
“into the small town of ‘Carrolttaon, Kentucky.- The occasion was shother successful DELTA RAlDERS
REUNLON, , _ ,

The Vets and their families started.to errive as early as Thursday morning fn ant1c1patioa of*
Joining up with - one of their buddies that they haven’t seen since VIetnam. It was a very emotionsl
event for all who attended ;

. Friday was. & get togpther day where old acquaintances were once again renewed @ lot of photo
albums were looked.at,. and slide shows from both the 1967768 and 1970771 time per{ods were shown. - 0n
_Saturday the day ‘begam With & Memorfal. Service for the Vets of Delte Company who are no ‘longer With
us. THe 1018t Honor Guard was present to post the colors and excellent bpeeches were made by wayne
MeMenamy, Cleo Hogan, and Chris Straub;, all former Company Commanders of D, 2/5Q1,

That evening was & dipner and awards get- together for all Vets and family members. Rod Soubers
" presented John Palm the first Hooper/SiMms Award, for his early efforts in locating Delat vets.

Three membérs of the DROVA Board were honored for their contributions to the success of the DELTA
RAIDERS: OF VIETNAM ASSDCIAT[ON Those honored were Rod Soubers, Ray Blackman, and Mfke Allen.

Sunday Was spent saying good bye to atl new and renewed acqua1ntances.




MR. Fresivent, |

By Dawd l Lvans. .
(’hlmgo Trlbune :

i,. You are’ not

’ lsnlbtupld

4, Don't look canspicuoush 2
" ..draws. fire,- {For 1his, feason. .
alreraft carriers. havc bccn ‘valled
.. "bombmagaefs®, - -
- 5. When in doubl. cmply tho'
* magaziig

6. Never l‘o:gct your wcnpon'
- wasmade by the.lowest bidder.

" TUIE yigur attack s poling rcully-
* woll, IU's an ambBush, X

8. No' Jplan eumvcs the mst.

c0ntacl intacty .

- 19, All live-second grenade ruscs_

wlit burm down in three-geonds,

supcrmen.‘.
(Frcsh]y gradualed recruits from
Marine. bool campand alf fighter-.
pilots, especlally, take note, .
2. Suppressive fires—won't,”

-3, I s slup:d bu! wnrks; I

.of way

“19.. Ko mmbal rcady unit has
evor passed Inspection, ’

© 261 the enemy is In rcmgc, 50

areyod, -

21, Beer mnth is two beers
times 37 men equals 49 cnscs‘
2, Rady-count math is three

_.;Euamilas plus-one probiibleplus -

twopigs: cquals ¥ anmy kxt!cd

i Actin e i

23, Friendly fi re,—imL

- 24, Things : that“must: bq T
-ogether to work usually cant bc
shipped: togcther. Sl

25, Radios will: fail ns so-oq ag

: yousieed:lirs suppoit, © v v s

10, Try 10 look unimporlan[..

off ammao,
LI 1f you are forw'lrd of Yo

- becauso tlie bad FLyS: mny bc Jow .

w

posluon. the.. ;*rillnry will fu..i:

-short; :
- 12, The enemy divcrsion yourare
Ignoring-is-the majn asek,

13, The fmporiant things ,ir;y_'

always simple, -

14, The simple ihings: sire .

always hard, :
15, Tllo easy way is alwuy
mindd, - .

{6, I[' }'ou are -

overylhing excopt cncmy, you wg

In combar.’ '

17, When you have sccurcd an .

" aren, don't ,forgct to el the
enemy, .

I8, Inconnng l'rc has the rlghl

.26 Anything you do can pot ¢ .
_yoll sltolwlncluding do:ng :
asolbifng,. L :

27, Make It 100 Lough for thc; )
sgnenty 10 get.in ard you. cai't get

ou;. (This: seems 10 be lhc

guidmg Adesizn pringipla behmd:
. the. Sovigt's BMP-and- otir OWn

Bradley-infaritey-fighting:vehicle,

‘both-of shleh nicely package:the.
“traops: 1 armored boxcs for
“group.destracon,). -
28 Trocers work bath ways:

C20;; The" onfy thing more

Aceurate thandncoming ememy
{irg Ts incoming frigndly fire,
30: 31 youtake more (han your

- fair share of objectives, you will

short’ of .

have mere than your fa:r sharc to

lake,

31, When bhoth stdcs “aie
-convinced they are abollto lose.

they're both rdght, .-

32." Professiondl’ soidicrs are
prediclable but thc wor]d ls full
of amaltewrs,” et :
33 Muq:hy WS a grunt.

1018t troopers o patrol in the v1cin1ty of
Mai Loc in 196%.

i e d duced wil ihsie: flocios e,
X[ The uniqueness and limited quantity-produced will nsiire- s success 65 0 ¢l
: Hund painted 1o the diakls.o POW* MEA emblém with fhe wiotds, FORGET'NEVER,

" .k VIETNAM VETERAN * kK

1 Wilh specicl toollng the: cover-of our fines! qUONY\]qUC‘”Z ocket waich-has been

1o hold the Vieinam: Ve?erons whionalMedal, All 5";0" g parts

exclusively designe
ore. Swiss mads,

B This spectacslar medal Is néta reprodogtion’ but the-cuthentic medal cs issued by the
A8, ?MNT “hppearing -on the reverse side. isthe.phrase; “Ti-foner-of tiose men and

wonmen-who jine q{rbmsdm i1 an effort wjzgmdmmm ntid peag: t)‘mtgbom the .'
struck by not of congrrss T

Al pheses ol design andmarketing done by Vietnam velerons A ponion atall proceeds
wiﬂ be ?onc?ed o PROJECT HOME FREE, :
[FREE GIFT INCLUDEO W1TH EVERY ORDER To
S erder your CUSTOM POCKET “WATCH'
! 'COMPLETE WITH: CHAIN -AND GIFT BOX. Send
" 539:95 check or money o:derp s 83 00 postoge -
ofid handling io,

~DESIGN. ON'TIME, -
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Check here for. frea giH S
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.AHd}e_ss- S -
Clr'y' S
‘. Zip% '
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OPINIDN
A ”THANK YOU” FROM A VIETNAM VETERAN

by: Charlea F. Haukjns

“Army beat NaVy. Made my year (1990, that is).
The 100-year-old. football classic-now stands
knotted up.at 42 - 42 & 7. Remember some of the
great Army and Navy players of yesteryear?
Bellino ‘and: Staubach of Navy; bavis, Blanchard,
--.and Garfpenter of Army? Remember the 1944 Army-

- Mavy game?. 4t was the game that saw the first.
-use. of .instant replay on television. And the
very first player to be featured by this new

L technology was ... nope, not Navy's Heisman’

-candidate :Roger Staubach {Class of f65),. That

was the plan. However, technology failed:the TV:
“cameras -t the eritical ‘moment. "By the time the .
“profflem was. fixed,.

Tight.% . Incidentally, Army won 11 to 8, and
Staubach was held te negative 22 yards on the
ground,

Also dn- 1964, the year 'l entered West Point,
the same year that the Class of 65 became
seniors, the Gulf of Tonkin Reselution passed in
the House of Representatives 416-0, and passed in
the Senato with only two nay' votes -- and
Americe focused Tts attentfon on the warf’ in
" Vietnam, |1 Wae an infantryman: in that war. I
led -men.intoe battle: - draftees and vollnteers.
We were where the flghting and dying happened,
and it happened -a lot.
occurred. on.nafmeéless hills along the A-Skau:
valley, other brutak tirefights errupted on or
near places whose names &re known-onky to -those
who fought there -+ O’Reilty, Gladiator,
Rakkassan, Henderson, Gran1te K&théryn, Maureeny
Ripcord.

o1 was wounded, and perservered
“"who Here wounded,
stood steadfast agafnet our enemy:

I knew others

-And mine. g

net a unique, or even signal, experience, but o

simply typical of the tens of thousands of men
who were caught. up in the "maw of the beast! that
Wos fnfantry combat in Yietnam =« caught "Up th a
War that we wWere not told, directed, or ordered
and not permitted, to! win..:a "
Whatever the-.rsasons ‘for the Vietnam war, and
~the fdeals and morality: that ‘attended them, the
troops Who. were: sant. to.do the fighting Were not
sent to Vietnam® to'win;’ They webe’ sent to *
~contafn, to interdict, to conduct cross-border
incursions, but not to. win the war. . TFoops were
- sent to mboke bloody assaults to seizé hills that
later would be left to:the enemey. . Troops were
sent to make sweeps up valleys to find and
destroy enomy. supply caches -and disrupt .enemy -
marshalting areas, ‘enly to repeat the same
operation the following year. Winning Was &
. nhoglected. coneept: gt the netional levely
© Not:-'so for the- infantry grunt, - For alt the
fighting and dying we .&aq dn Vietham, the words
of one young sergeant put it in perspective for
me,” “four men were leaving my -company -- ong of.

many .fn: the 4018t Afrborne Division ¢+ With DEROS

(date of estimated rotation ‘Stateside) opdérs
back homs. It was:September 1970, We were-in
the Jungled mountalns:neer Firebase Rakkasan :in.:
the northern 1 Corps Zone. The terrible July

combat actions around Firebase Ripcord were
The  men came-to

starting te become o bad dream.

say goodbye and pay their rEspeCts.

'Sonefabitch

e it was' Army: quarterback Rolli¢
- Stichweh {Class of 165) who was featured on Higo-

Some of the grisly combat .

far worse than 1, who'also L

s e I e E SV,

After o
round of handshakes and goodbyes, the sergeant
safd, YSir, Wwe ain’t gonna’, win this
You know it, and we know it." He
paused. "If we thought we were gonna’ Win, we'd
stay. If you told us we were gonma’ combat
assault into Hanoi tomorrow, we'd stay and
volunteer for the ftrst lift.( But welre not, 80
welre goint Home, W

These words,.from a mah who had never’ known

“defeat in battle, who had given himself whelly

to the service of his. country, were words spoked
by-a man who Wanted to win, a man mho knew how "
to_wfn. They were also the words of ‘& sour man,
a winner-turned~cynic. The message these. words
caveyed was strong. and powerful «~+ gehd us to
win, or -don*t send -us.

Lieutenant General Sidney B, Berry, USA
Ret., a Kerean War vetéran and: two-tour wveteran
of Vistnam; Assistant-Division Commahidet ‘of the
1018t in 1970- =71, and former:Superintendant of
West Point, restated that -message more recently
and more eloguently: "It is unworthy of a
country to send its soldiers into a war they mey

- not win."

Today;, over 26 years after the Gulf of Tonkin
Resokution, the United States hes gone to war
again. This time, however, 3t has been
different., This time our. men and women in
uniform were sent to Win. Prosident George Bush
promited that a war with Iraq would not be-
anether Vietnem,. that every moans. available.
would be used to win it, Présidept Bush kept

“his promise, and the US" and; Coalftion forces
measured up to the task, :8hd won,

LoThidso ¥y chowever; -poor geilace s to those- MOPG-

-than 58,000 Vietnam Veterans Whose nhmes grace:
sthe’ poliahed Black. gran1te ‘of ‘the Vigtnam HWar .
Memoriel: == The yatl,

It As meager comfort to -
mothers, fathers, wives, sons, daughters, = .
relatives and friends of the Vietnam fallen that
they lost loved ones who must naw bear: #itent

"~ Withess to the qufntesential example of how hot-

to fight .a war,
~BUt it is a comfort of. sorts to those of us

. who survived Vietnam, who tave endured the
“eontinuing;, varied diffieulties and tribulet!ons

that war has wrought, J& fs satisfylng to know
that our ‘sacritices have now ‘been rewsrdod,
albeit in & way none of s ‘could have :
enticipated, - nor would have wanted & generatlon
agoy - :
Soon, all the eerv1ce academies‘ graduating
Class of *9% ~+  Ccadets .of Army, the Midshipmen
and women of Navy, and the Cadets: of “the Ajr
Force Academy *< Will be on thie same.team, They
witl join the soldiers, saflors, afrmen, and
marines in the Persfan Guif and at other
military fnstallations around the globe., And
they will provide leadership for America’s next
generation of warriors. For them,-the {essons
of the pest will be positive onoa, and . Will
encolrhgé” excel lonce and build further “the =
professional- qualities 50 necessary i the-"'
military, . .- -
These sane Lassons thet will enabLe our’

. military to.mailntain Fts. standards of -
_preperedness: are-lso: the ohed that Witl -

fnstruet the next generatfon of hational .
ieaders. And for that, we ,Mus t say: "Thank

Uyl Me Prestdent,n -
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;) “HS-82 - . g2nd AIRBORNE DIV. é Il - VIETNAM:. GHENMADA~ PANAMAY . 'BLACK " MLXL-XXEL -~ 0 1g96-. -
< HS101 .7 - 1015t AIRBORNE DIVISION~ VIETNAM - $GHEAMJNG EAGLES CBLAGK. L MLXLXXL L g8 8
' -HS-102 " 1018t AIRBORNE DIVISION-- WWIL / VIETNAM - oo oBLABK U MAL-XLXXL .~ 1B@E =
2 HS-173 - - 178rd AIRBORNE BRIGADE - SKY SOLDIERS . o ‘BLACK™." o MRLXLXXL T .. 4585, v
@ ¥HSI738. . 173rd AIRBORNE BRIGADE SWEATSHIRT- - "0 BLACK LXK o e T 408 o
S Z % HS-173/8H - 173rd AIRBORNE BRIGADE HOODED SWEATSHIRT BLACR "« LXEXXL " = T - ogips. E-S
87 HS198. - 196th.LIGHT INFANTRY BRIGADE - CHARGERS & BLACK . WELXk: xxL. e 7 ABRE L =
S HS-001 - - SPECIAL FORGES (SOUTHEAST ASIA): - BLACK .~ 'MAL-XLXXL. ™ - 1695 0.
& *DENOTES NEW DESIGNS SHIHTSIZEB MEDIUMGB—W LARGEf42-44 x LAHGE—46 49 xxL SR NOTE < ADD. i
E : | orpERNO. | sizE | arv. _PRIGEEA. JOTAL . g
< ADDRESS o B T g
4D : ..
e OMTYe . g
g BTATE o O || - T c o
T DAYTIME PHONE . . - “418.00 MINIMUM ON CREDIT GARD ORDERS  SUB-TOTAL | 8
2 SHIPPING GHARGES: INSIDE USA - Aoossoo PER SHIRT FOR ORDERS UP . rais 4 :
a 04 SHIRTE, ADD $2.00 PER SHIt FOR ORDERS OF FIVE SHIRTS OR MORE CA RESIDENTS-ADD 7% SALES TAX | 3
. OUTSIDE USA ADD §7.00 PER SHIRT IN US DOLLARS ! Aonsaoopen SHIRT FOR SHIPP!NG‘ , o
RETURNS MUST BE MADE WITHIN 14 DAYS:OF INVOICE HETUF[NS FOH size Iiml; - x
2 CHANGE MUST INGLUDE $3,00:FOR SHIPPINGANDHANDLING . . ' TOTAL AMOUNT ENOLOSEQ - g
:\E. ALLOW 2 TO 4 WEEKS' FORDELIVERY I
. I KHE SANH '

v PHAN FANG: A i ‘| SEND CHECK OF MONEY ORDER TO PROUD PRODUGTIONS 1. -
CANTHO » PHAN HANG:+ sual CA_' ' 850 m-rot. CREEK counT “ AN mMAm CALIFORNIA 01773 « (714) 599- mo




"mPhoto by SP:S Jensen;
against @ near y'h

this photo of $8G Art Witnik. was taken at. Camp Evans. 1n March 1970 The SKS uas pnrt of 8. 67+ -r o
aache that Art, parsonally d!scovered fn the [ Shnu Vakley fn: July 1969.; i
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