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 RIPCORD. REPORT " FOR FRIENDS AND SURVIVORS-

The Battle of Fire Support Base Ripcord extended from 12 March to 23 -July . 1970 “During the peakwnf
the battle, from 1 to 23-July,. there were 61 KIA, 345 WIA, and one MIA, - It was ‘the: most costly
action by US Forces during 1970. It.was the Last major battle of the Vietnam War that was fought by
-~ purely. American units. R TR e : L T

At the center of this cauldron of fire on the northeast rim of the-A Shau Valley were soldiers. of -the
2/506th Infantry Battalion, and Bravo Battery, 2/319th Artillery Battalion, 101st Airborhe Division.
There were others: Infantrymen from:sister battalions (2/501 and 1/506): Artillerymen on helghboring
fire bases; men who flew F4 Phantoms and Forward Air Controllers in.observation aircraft; Army .
“Aviators dn gunships and utility helicopters; men who pushed supplies forward; men who kept vigil by

© -radios; . men’ and women uho staffed hospitats- -and others, who provided support {n a thousand different
-nays. . _

For 23. days in July 1970 three to four regiments of a North Vietnamese Army division laid siege to
Ripcord from the. surround1ng méuntains and rain forested valleys. 1t was a time of violence and
death. Enemy rockets, récoilless ‘rifle fire, and mortar rounds slammed dajly into the perimeter.
Heavy machine guns, and small arms -ripped into the hill ‘and.tore helicopters. out of: the sky. Grisly.
" _fire tights broke out on- the peaks and in the. valleys arcund Ripcord-' L 902 Hill 1000 Hill 805-
-uand other. nameless places that remafn seared Tnto memory.. .

The men at Ripcord fought aggressively, and: uell. Their courage was beyond measure. Theil steadfast
loyalty to a hation divided by the war remains ‘Unquestioned. “The name "Ripcord" is graven in.stone

on thé granite wall of the 101st Afrborne Division Memorial at the entrance to Arlington National

: gemetary, silent testimony to those uho where thera, who gave the full measure of their devotion to
uty. :

Membership in the Ripcord Associatian and subscription to the "Ripecord Report® is free. Anyone may
Join who was involved at. the Battle of Ripcord, who knows someone who was there, or who simply has a
genuine interest., Theé inténtions of the newsletter are to share information, c¢larify events, offer
accasional opinfon, and promote better understanding of the battle.. The association does not mean to
offend, or ¢ause renewed suffering due to the content of . ‘the report. Many of the members. have :
beneflted from the report hopefully; many more will -ih-the months and years ahead.

The "R1pcord Report" and the Rlpcord Association were. founded by. Chip Collins (B & RCN, 2/506 70-71)
fn 1984, ~Frem an Tnitial iembership of four, the associstion has. grown to over 200° inembers. Any
advertising accepted will be pubtished free of charge. The newsletter makes no guarantees regarding
acceptance or publication of an :tem.. Materfal will be returned if so requested (please include
return postage) ) ‘ : ) . S
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There be of . them that have left a neme. behind them.
R And some there be which have no memorial...
' Their bodies are buried in peace* but. their name liveth for evarmore.

---Eeclesiasticus, XLIV 8-14
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“_STAFF JOURNAL: L2 DAKTON'

This hae been a difficult neusletter 1o put
together; and edit. The Loss of Tom Shepherd is
felt very keenly.. Men of Charlie Company, ,
2/506th will remember .his service, courage, and

devotioh to duty. Tom [ived his eivilian Llife as

he did in the army:  taking care of his fellow
veterans.  His example in life. serves as a -
reminder of the good a man cen do 1n this uorld.

He ulll be serely m1ssed

Break._

The world map has. been’ redraun since the

last newsletter. The breakup of the Soviet Union

guarantees fnteresting times in the years ahead.
One young doctor of philosophy. student who works
with _me made an attempt.to journey to MoscoW, .
Russis to-watch the Soviet flag lower for the

last time. on. 3% December 199%.. (Mot my idea of a

vacation, but perhaps he wanted to cheer the
5ucceesful end. of the Cold War.).. Although: times
have changed, unfortunately the bureaucracy of.
the foimer USSR hasn’t.. After successive delays

- ft.becamé impossible to obtain a visa fn time to

realizé the objective of the trip. . Moral of the
storyt. If Russia wants visitors to spend hard
currency inside its ‘borders, it will streamline
the visa appl1cetion process. '

6rop‘a 1ine,. or give me & call §f you're .
going to bgii

chuek, Houkins, 'L Oakton.

INCOMING T

~'oésﬁ Jehﬁihéuéte%nfnfhalke,f Sl

v am teklng this opportunity to let you knou
about. my son,. Thomas J. “Shepherd, who served es &

medic and’ was wounded, at Firebase Ripcord, .

never. talked much about Vietnam,. Tom carried the

scars of Firebase Ripoord end had trouble, |
walking, but e carried on’ and worked for the

“Veterahs Admlnistration jh Neuerk NJ, but cancer
. took his Life on November 17th, 1991.! I saved

‘all his Ripcord bulletins.

I am enclosing. & copy. of the local paper

with regard to the.write up.. I am also enclosing

a'dohation to your. “association,
‘With best’ regards to all

Joeeph P. shepherd S ..“.H'
Tom Shepherd’s Dad "Pops" :

PS:. .1 don't know uhet unit he Was in. He Tost
much ‘of the data. 1 do. khow he was with the
109st Airborne unit the Screamrng Edgles, and he
talked about . a €O, Col. Lucas being killed and-
his’ buddy medic, Themas Powell.--

Dear. chuck

Enclosed ¥ou'll find some correspendence T
received . from Tom Shepherd!s father, The news .
came as a shock to me.to say the least. I
theught it might ‘be-a good:{dea-to run'Tom's

in-the DC area. Keep the falth, give
_rem heldl, and}"CURRAHEE v

.platoen Leader of that pl

okituary in. a- future newsletter. 1.wrote Tom’s
father a letter of condolence and. told:-him that

1. woutd forward his.correspondence to you,.

1. recelyed, the lagt newsletter, and as .
usual, it was great. From what you wrote- in the
last 1ssue, it looks Like.you had a busy summer.
1'm glad that Chip paid you a. visit. I also got

& call from Bob Seitz and it was great -hearing.
frpm himo . .

sorry. thet I*ve been “out of toueh for. so

‘flong. 1t's Just been. that kind of year. Well

guys, 1 hear a min{ firefight going on .
downstairs between the kids, so I'd better

=iclose . Take care.

alohn RCuSten“'Mihalko-
Lakewood, celeraqe.w,,

fdftorfe\nefe-j After receiving John's letter
and the letter from Mr. Shepherd about Tom’s..
death, I sent the. followlng letter to Tom’s .

femily. SEITE

-Dear. Hr..shepherdz-r _4

Today, 1 received word from -John Mthalko of

your. son's death, 'l .am so very deeply saddened;
‘mere. words. simply can’t say what my heart feels.‘
. 1. knew Tom Shepherd. 1 didn’t just serve with
him, T fought by his side over 21 years 8go in .
Vietnam, . -

" Yom was the medlc “fori2d: Plateon, charlle

company, 2d Battalion 506th.Afrborne Infantry,
.. 3d Brigade, 104st Airborha”

“tnfantry bivisfon, --
L wes assigned as
ooh in March 1970..
Tom. was_part of my platooh‘command post (CP).
He was part, an integral part, of a four-man
team that ran the platoon day-to-day. Tom was
with me --.next to me =- in my first fire fight
uith. the enemy, an experience ;géared into.. the .
memory of evéry.combat veteran,

 Tteke Justiflable pride -in your son’s
accomplishments they were, the stuff of legends,

the. famous. Sereaming Fagl

Tom was, a true hero in every sense of the word.

He. was atdo & Ueader of men, and a champion of

. the less fortunate. Be was reliable, steadfest,
_.and courageous, He was & man of velor,hand

While 1 have. known _many-men of such quality, l'

© Rave knoun none finer, .or more brave,

Toin and 1 réenewed our association in ‘the
fall of 1986 st .a Ripcord Reunion in Whippany,
New Jersey. 'For.me, it Was @ happy surprise .
{and I think, also for him) for us to meet after
all_the intervening years.

.. I hope you will find the. follouing personal
recollections of- Tom’s service to his country of
interést. .They afé supported by archival
documents and from my letters home at the time.

1. Joined 2d'Platoon on 9 March 1970. . The

[platoon was participating in company operations
“to disrupt enemy jnfiltration into the populated

¢onstal plain north of. the old jmperiat
Vietriamese city of Hué, The mongoon rains had

begun_.to wane,’ and the pertially*clear:ng
“weathep permitted.Us to move. westiward. into. the. .

first line of rugded nountains that Lie east of

" the A“Shau’ Valley. Opposing us were members of
‘the North Viétnamese 612th Sapper Battalion, and
"soldiers of the North Vietnamese 6th Independent

Regiment. They wer¢ tough),’ seasohed vetérans,
and would give"us’'a fight whenever they could,




Specialist Fourth Class Tom "bo¢" Shepherd
was one of the first men in the platoon that 1

met with and shook hands. The out-going platoon
leader was a West Point classmate of mine,
Charlie "Yuna" Lieb, and he and 2d Platoon had’
established a reputation for toughness and -
courage under fire. As the newguy in charge, 1
knew that a lot would be expected of me, and that
I would have to measure up. The other guys in
thé CP ‘were Platoon Sergeant: Queen (Queeniie), the
radio/telephione operator” (RTO) SP/4 Rainuater, a
southerner from Georgia.

The platoon was situated on a finger that
came off a larger mountain ridge.  Nearby was ‘s
small helicopter landing zonhe (L2) where the
platoon received a resupply of food, water, and.
ammuniton, . and most {mportantiy, mafl from home .
The LZ, and the comings and goings of the:
. resupply helicopter, attracted the attention: .of
some - unwanted guests St North Vietnamese (AR
soldiers. T

Early in the afternoon of 11 March {a
Uednesday) the men in the platoon defensive
perimeter were standing watch, cleaning ueapons,
and taking care of personal hyaiene, Doc
- Shepherd had made his rounds a couple of times to
ensure that everyone had taken the daily
antimalaria pill, and to check on assorted nicks
and cuts from jungle vines that we all suffered
from time to time, Now back at’the CP in the
center of thé perimeteér, Doc; Queenie, and T were
playihg, & ‘game of cutthroat: pinochle, ° :

It was a fun, relaxing way to reljeve: the
cOmbination of stress ahd boredo that every
combat veteran knows. We were: sitting on our’

_upturned camoflauged steel helmets, .and. using an .

acetate~covered map as.a playing surface. "I had

noticed that Doc didnft carry a weapon, but that -

‘he had three hand grenades: inside his helmet;
like a bird on a nest of eggs -~ spmé edgs.

“ 1 asked Doc why he didn*t carry a weapon,
_but did carry fiand grenades. “He explained that
" he Washnft ‘a conscientious’ objactor, bt rather
that he considered himself a rather podr shot,
and that 'during a firefight he was ‘usuatly too
busy: worrying about wolnded men to return fire
anyway.. The hand ‘grenades, he explained, were
easier for him to use if he got in a tough spot
while tending a ‘wounded buddy, “Sefgeant’ Queéh,
perhaps sensing my concern that a man should have
a rifle, nodded ‘agreement with.Doc: NHels: right,
ELL Tee (meaning LT for- Lieutenant), "Doc’s a "
tough onhe in a-fight.
“one:down ‘man with the bullets flying.
ever let: you or- the platoon down,"

“Queenie won the‘hext hand, and a$ Do¢ Was
marking the scores, We heard the mutfled Nthonk,
thonk, “thonk® ‘of enemy mortars tiring ‘about 100
meters away. ALl I éould think: was;: My first
firefight Kas just begun.

If 'you've dver been in a fire fight. you :
know that itfs & crazy, chaotic thing; nothing
ever seems to happen ‘the way' you think it should,
or the way it’s shown in moviés. One. minute we
were sitting around doing ‘the routine things
soldiers do, the next minute all hell breaks
toose, and fear and adrénalin tevels go sky high.
Enemy motar shells began crashing and exploding
everywhere, mostly around the Lz, .
up and headed for the ‘sector of thé perimeter he
though was receiving fire, 1 was frozen, trying
to remember .what it was lieutenants were supposed
to do when stuff Like this happened. _ o

He' won't

$een him ‘go after mokefn -

Queenie fumped’

: Doc uas qufck oh his feet, grabb1hg HiE aid
bag and his helmet full of grenades. Quickly,

realizing that he couldn’t wear the helmét™
the grenades in it, he séooped them out &nd
handed them to me. "Here, sir." e sald,

"You/lLl need these more than me.%, anhd he ran,

toward the sound of guns firing.

‘Later, after the short fight was ‘over and 1
had figured eut to call for our own art\llery
against the eremy, we agreed with Doc that
playing pinochle was probably bad luck. GYs are
often superstitious, and we never played
pinochle in the field after that day. =

In the days and weeks that followed there
were other fire fights, night ambushes, ‘and

‘-helicopter combat. 'assaults’ into hew. places
“deeper fn: the mountains..

“Sergeant Quéen was’
reassigned out of the pletoon and ‘Séergéant

_ Foret; one of .the squad Leaders, became. fhe heu
"_,platoon sergeant, -

In the first ten days of April, the
company,- #long with -the rest ‘of our battalion,
fought a series of bloody, grueling  actions -
against’ a determined enemy for control of a -

" 1,000-meter-high hitl we woutd later. make into a

tire support’ base called Ripcord. On 9 April we
were- finally given the mission to cohduct a -
ground "attagk to secure ‘the hill the ‘next day,

' Before dawn on Friday, 10 April, the
company Was up and moving to platoonh ‘and. then

" squad release points halfway up the mountain.

Contentrations of artililery preparatory fire

““thundeted and boomed, and cobra attack

helicopters eircled-high overhead as we’ made the
final assault over the crest of Ripcord, By

0730 tours. we yere. in control,. Ripcord bslonged
" to us.and the enemy faded into’the Jungle where
-he would. regroup to fight another day. Doc

Shepherd was with us every step of the way --
aid bag, 90-pound rucksack hand grenades but
no rifle.

The company built defenses around the hill
top, which was hard, backbreaking work.

- Everyone gave thefir best efforts; we knew the
enemy: might .come Back i strength at any time.

By the time Charlie Company turned the defense.

_of Ripéord over to. another company, it was hel

on fts way to becoming the best defended fire
support bage in the entife 101st Airborne:
Division’s area of. operations (A0),. It wds also

_ & thorn fn- the side of the enemy, ahd becamé a
. mélor objectave for the North Vletnamese Army

(NVA).
on 117 April, uhen we were ftrst

“econcentrating on’ digging foxholes and bunkers,f

and stringing concértina wire apound the Ritl,
disaster struck. The 2d Platoon CP-hedded a
bunker and fighting position dug. SP/4 Denny
Heines had volunteered to help Sergeant Foret,
Doc, and Rainwater at the CP. (I had been” " '
temporarily given duties as the company. :
commander and was at the company TP about 50
meters eway.) ‘The Weathér kas hot, the sun

“bright in a nearicloudiess sky, most guys were'

tr tee-shirts ‘working doggedly on foxholes ér .
keeping guard with machine guns:’

Ripcord had been a fire support base the
year before, and had been abandoned ss the %
winter monsoons forced a reduction ¥n combat -
cperations deep in the mountains.  Some former
o¢cupant, toc Llazy or careless, ‘hatl Bur§ed E
half-dozen hand grenades in hls foxhole
leeving the year prior.




Heéines “was- helping to dig'the 2d Platoon CP

pesition. N
Denny ‘was upto his’ chest in the six foot by
foot~and-a-half trénch. Just a few more “inchés
of dirt to scoop out, and he could call it &
foxhole. He shoved the tip of his D-handle
shovel into the bettom of the hole and felt it
strike a hard object, He placed his foot firmly
on the shovel, pushed hard, and lifted up a load
of dirt with a grenade; a Live hand grenade that
his shovel tip had activated by removing the
safety pin. Denny had the shovel at chest level,
ready’ to dump it on the side of the foxhole., The
grenade exploded.

“'*Everydne on the hitl heard the explosion,

but Doc shepherd was the first man on the scehe,

I ‘got " theré moments latér along with Foret and

Rainwater, ' Denny was -a bloody mess of puncture
wounds from-grenade fragents, ‘arid birned, torn
skin from the blast, but fie was ‘still -alive and

flaghting for fis Lifé, Doc worked quickly &nd

fevérishly, ‘shiout iy orders between Life~giving
breaths ‘to Denny’s bloody mouth" e needed
plasti¢, & ponche to cover and seal Denny’s

-sucking chest wounds, He was pumping Denny's
© chest #i'th'one haid 'to'Keep his heart ‘going.

Rainwater had called for an urgent helicapter
medevac;: gomeone had come up with a [itter."

© Tt fook ‘the medevac- chopper ‘about’ ten -
minutes to arrive, and hover into Ripcord.” In

~ that-time Doc ‘had gotten Denny stabilized, but

was sEill giving him_mouth-to-mouth

resuseitation. “Denny Would Live as long as he

kept” receiving lrfe gaving breath from his fellou

*soldler.

-~ AE Déhny and this strétcher Were: lifted ‘fnto

_ the waiting helicopter the critical transfer of

life eare between Doc and the medic on thé
chopper took place. Doc motioned to Denny’s.

chest and made ‘signs to continue giving outl- “to=

mouth, Doc tried to shout the ‘instructions over

--the roar of the helicopter/s turbine engine,

Maybe the chopper medic didn’t understand, or was

& neW guy and didn’t know. Maybe he Was overcome

by the sight of Denny’s bloody torso and face,
ahd of’ Doc, also edvered with the blood 6f his
patient. " In: any case, the ‘choppér medic made no

motion: to continue the . first atd.

* Doc tried ‘to ‘climb abord,’ but the chopper

~lifted; ‘hoveréd ‘above Ripcord fora setiond,  and

spun- toard: our ‘securebese camp 1n-the L owLands

and the-battalion ajdistation.  Doc.was" Scream1ng;'

hoW, cursing at the departing ‘chopper. Dehny!;
would die if the first aid e had started was not
cont inued, 'Doc grabbed me: MWDo something, sirl
They don!t know what' they’re doingl" -

Crolitpieds - Rainwater gave me ‘the radio and 1
called the battalion operations centery 1 told

~ ‘them to call” the chopper pitots and have their

medic breathe for Denny, ‘to push his chest to
keep his heart-going. - It Wes too late.. SP/4
Denny Heines was alre¢ady dead -- vdied enroute,"

was the radio report we got back.

<1t was ‘s bad ‘day. A -sed day. - Dog had -
almost pulled off a miracle, but séme greenhorn
medic had blown ft. He was inconsolable, his
tears mingled with Denny’s blood, and he looked
like a wild man., We were all in a.dour, sutlen
mood. ‘There is no good. thing to -come. of war, and
Denny’s death reminded all of us how human; and
vulnerable, we- really were: .

I didn’t work with.2d platoon after we left .

Ripcord to the defense: of ‘othersy 1 was promoted

“and easily defensible pos:

“farther from BiLl 90Z, - Sti

to captain in'late Méy''and took over commgnd of

Alpha Company -~ that ¥& snother story.
“However, ' 'I-did stay in touch. I had-

 friends in Charlie. Lompany, . and: when-'the.

battalion got to the secire base area in’ the -
rear, T would visit my old outfit to say hello.

“When e’ were ion-éperations in the field around

Riprord, 1 would’ occagionally” 1isten to radio
inessages from the men of Charlie Company &8 “they

- talked ‘to the ‘battalion operations center, or to

Lieutenant Colonel ‘Andre Lucas, the battalion

" commander (who Was killed by enemy mortars on 23

Julyy, -

on 1 July, Fire Base Ripcord began taking
eniery’ mortar and recoilless rifle fire, .
Resupply choppess ‘Were shot at and hit.,  The
North Vietnamese had eéncipcled Ripcord with an
Infantry division, but we didn’t know at- that

“time how strong -the enemy force. really was, The :

eneny fire attack continued, . Mortar shells, "
rockets, and recoilless rifle rounds ¢lammed
fnto the ‘defenders on Ripcord. * Casualties began
to mount, The' battle for Ripcord had entered

its finat phase.

1ike a-minfatiure Disn Bien Phu, uhere

'-:French forces ‘Were defeated by Ho chi Minh's
L Viet Minh soldiers in 1954, Ripcord was .
'fdom:nated by surrounding mountains nearly as

?h ag Ripeord ttself,  Hill 1000 lay just one
ometer westi Hil'l 805 Was two kilometers °

'southeast Hill 902 was almost due’ south and two

and a half kilometdrs away. - These areas gave’
the enemy the ability ‘to direct observed fire
against Ripcérdy they al provrded sahctuary
ng. -

¥ Charlie" Company

© During the day on-1 .

- ‘was directed to- oocupy’ defensive’ positions oh '
©topof HPLL 902, Two platoons, the 2d-and the :
1st did so, while the 3d Platoon #ag sent to

Ripeord for a 'iday of rest." Some ‘rest,’ |n ‘the
midst -of ‘rocket “and mortar attacks. - .
“That night' <+ after Doc Shepherd had tended

'“to ‘the ‘medical heeds of 2d Platoon and had -

bedded down onthe Jungle floor to steep -~ an
enemy. sapper unit crept silently toward the
GCharlie Company perimeter. 1t is fiot possible
toknow-how' many: enemy-soldiers’ there-were:
Some reports indicate sbout 40; others.say it

- was: higher, as 'many as-100. . Thé truth is
- probably somewhere in between: . Thirty sappers
" to: pengtrate the @1 defenses; Thirty riflemen to.

provide. tovering fire outsids ‘the’ Amerlcan_*

“perimeter.  With ohty two platoochs and a CP, "
_ Charlie: Company had" about 60 soldiers, roughly
r“equivalent to the attacking -enemy,

Early in ‘the morning on 2 July I was -
awakened and called to the radio by -my Alpha
Company RT0. “We were on. Fire Base 0fReitly, -
nine kilometers north of Rl?cord and eveh

1, we could hear the
radio messages from Charli¢ Company guite

“elearly; They were ih sericus trouble.

The' North Vietnamese had gained the element
of ‘gurprise;, and weire among the defending.

yAmericans ‘before ‘many ‘knew what Was happening.

" Some Gls mistook the sound of ‘exploding satchel
_ charges for bursting ‘moftar rounds, These men

* took cover in their foxholes, Which sappers

elipinated one-by-pne. Other. meny, who reatlized
what' was' happehing, formed. Inte teams of two and
three ‘men, ‘and set about the deadly task of

‘hunting down the enemy. Rifle Fire from U.S. M-
168 and ‘énemy AK 478 chattered back and forth
cacross Kill 902, Exploding grenades and satéhel




Fllumination

charges punctuated the night._
founds fired from mortars on. Ripcord Lit the.
night with a flickering, strobe-like light,
giving the defenders .an advantage in finding and

killing their tormentors. .JI-cun attest to how
grisly and eerie the battle. must have been,

In the -end, Charlie Company prevailed, but
at a terrible price. Eight men, including the
.company . commander, Captain Hewitt, lay desd, and
about three times that number were wounded. The
enemy: .had Eald dearly as uell, and thefr dead
Littered the slopes of Hill 902; numerous blood
trails told of others being dragged of f into the
Jungle.

I't was probably this firefight Hhere boc.
Shepherd was wounded, receiving multiple fragment
wounds while going to the ajd of his fallen
conmrades in Charlie Company. . .

‘After the Cambodian incureion by U s forces R
o only five years ago would odmit amy Vietnam.
'-experience.
Five.other buddies t

in. April-May 19790, Ripeord,. beginning.on 12 .
“March,. and". lasting untit 23 July, was the. ‘next
. Largest action of that yoar ~- equivalent to.
Hamburger Hill the year before. In the final
days, our battalion suffered over 60 dead and’
about 340, wounded, -~ roughly half our strength.
* Unfortunately, the press was kept largely unaware
‘of Riptord, .and . littlte word. of ‘the harsh .

realities made ft back to the United States.: “The -

name. of Ripcord however,. is graven in stone on
the base of the 101st Airborne Division Monument
at the entrance to Arlington National Cemetary,

Just south, of the Potomac River from our nat1on's_

oapital of Washington, Dg.. . .
I hope this -letter helps a b1t Mr..,
shepherd

fellow veterans went through. . Lfll miss Doc .

Shepherd, and: I'LL. say a prayer for him, but he’s

in good company, really good company - the best
a generation of America had to offer. -

Thanks for the donation to the. Ripcord
_.Association, -Please. know that we are with you in

" spirit, and that the news, of Tom’s death.will -be

shared with our membership. God bless..

Chuck Hewkins ,;'

Dear Mr. Hawkihﬁ,”s

S i oan't put in uords howlthenkful l am .
“along,; with my familiy, with regard to. yoyr .
letter on. "Firebase Ripcord.!. As-you Khow, . Tom
was &.very private person;. his letters home e
indicated he was at a PMASH unit," and "not to
worry," His mother Was relleved but ‘We did hot
believe him, - e

Tom and" ) rarely spoke of our war
experiencest I in World War. Il with the 69th
Infantry Division if the Battle of the Butge;. and
of course Tom.and you in Vietnam.

I can still see Tom .when he oame home from a -

_long day at the Veterans Administration in
Newark, and after supper, somecne would call or
come to the house, and Tom Would advise and help
the Vet solve fiis problem if it was possible, He
never stopped. helping anyone who needed help, .

: We were going to see the Vietnam Memorlal fn
Washingtoh DC, but we never got. to see ;it. H

actually was efraid to go, fearing he: nould break '

dount_ Soé I bought him thehbook The Walt:

Vietn m. Veteran's

us. . 1 .owe him a lot,

1t helps me to write it, to.let others
know wWhat. it was like, to share what ‘Tom and. his

;Dear'Chuck, ;

"“commanding tPoops.. .

“from the 101st..
. He’s . in Langly, Virginia now, |‘ve heard.

© Jerry Rodgers,.
IZue1bruecken, Germany

Well, time. to.close. Again, .my grateful.
thanks for your letter and I remember all  the.
boys living and dead in my daily prayers..aL
hope you will continue to send me the. Ripco@d
newsletter. . .

Respectfully yours,.
Joe P, shepherd Sr., Tom’s Dad,

Tl

Dear chuok,

1. understand you were a friend of Don ;
sganger" Workman. 1 was too. . I was a platoon
sergeant for 2d Platoon while Ranger was wWith
He was a great man.and

soldier. I have many strong pememberances, of

;him..b

have been a closet vet since 1971 and

In: the' ﬁast two:years | :have found
at served in my platoon
‘sometime during . my duty. It has been a great
healing process and I-am. _now proud :to be
Vietnam Veteran.. ;
1. wes wounded on. 21 July.. anq medevaced out
of the area. about one hour. before. the rest, of
theé company was evacuated.. JQur . company- was
never .the same after that day. Ranger was a
leadery, -
.. 1 have many. memories of ‘that operation _and
many ‘1 choose to forget. . 1 remember Ranger,
telling the platoon: Leaders and sergeants. our .

. mission that day .and thow:nervous he seemed, . .

Well, 17ve rambled on énough. Itfs people

.. Like you.who.help paople like me to find peace -
-~ thanks for hot letting Ripeord dies

Thanks
for giving of your time to help us.; -

il Rossetter,_b co,, 1/506th lnfantry
North Platte, Nebraska

s

Sorry 1 haven't been able to keep uith you'

. and ‘the rest. of. my old "Ripcord" buddies. ,Me .
Jleft the DC. area in 788 snd have been.back.only

in.passing. We kept ouf house in Burke.and hope
to ‘return and claim it from the rentors. . Me. are
doing fine and have -survived another, tour of- :
MNow. I7m. just snother "staff ,
weenie! and looking -forward -to retunnlng to the

3;‘USA and getting back:in touch. . ..

1. believe you will remember Gully Uarren
‘He. Was a col:lege mate of mine."
Meybe
you are in touch with him, .-

.1 stild enjoy ‘the Ripoord Report and hope
everyone associated.with it is.well. = Take.care
and have & Herry christmas and a proeperous Mew
Year. : . ‘

"Screamlng Eagle - Dustoff 94"
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ELIZABETH 'I‘homas J

Shepherd, & hfe]ong city resident”

who ‘spent*his tour of duty in

Vietham saving lives and then -
went on to advise veterans of |7
their rights, died Sunday at- hlS E O

_home. He was 42,

Division™ ‘Who * ‘was
wounded at Firebase Ripcord, &

battle whith rivals Hamburger .‘ '
Hill in its ferocity, Mr, Shepherd . §f
. never let his' disability prevent

him from.helping others, said his
father, Joseph P. Shepherd
‘At. Firebase - Ripeord, - Mr:

Shepherd  was hit by more than B

_ 160(1 pzeces of shrapnel ‘his father
sai '
“Evén as he Spent seven months |

* “th.a military hospital recovering -
from. the. wounds. that Jeft him -. -
~-almost . :totally . disabled, Mr.
Shephierd continued t6 treat his -

fellow soldiers, his father said.

“When Tonr was able to walk
again, he used hisskills treating

' the “other soldiers,“ his father

. said, “He would give. needles or: -

" change bandages.”. . . .

» Shepherd received a letter of com.
" mendation, his father said.

Mz, Shepherd also récoived lot-

ters from somie of the.many
soldiers he treated in;Vietnam,.

“He got.letters:from wounded:
soldiers: who -he: treated;” his’

father said. "They wrote:to tell

A senior medxcal corpsman 3
with. the Army’s 101st: Airborne : |
“seriously

- *He said, 'Dad, I'm sick of that
- and I want to get inte'something
- where I can do more good,” ™ his -
- father said. ““I'm going to make

it my business to make sure vet:
" “erans get their due,

"0

‘He worked as an. mtd}\e inter-

“viewer.at.the Veterans Admmlsa

‘8. tration, Newark, for seven vears.

b h1m that he dld an excellent job e

-inSoutheast Asia, his father said.

: * bragged
For his work at Walton Army s
Fort Dix, Mr.-

THOMASJ SHEPHERD
Was corpsman adviser

‘While serving in Vietnam, he
was awarded-the Bronze Star,:-

~Purple’ Heart and Army Com. -
- ‘mendation Medal, He was dis-
. charged from the Army.in 1971, i

. He rarely spoke about his tour

“Helooked down on people who
- about  their - ‘war
records,” he said, “He usedto say
a  war wasn’t won _in. the
barroom.,”

Mr.. 8hepherd worked for the

_state upon. his return, but saw .
~that many of his fellow veterans:.

- were not dble to find sultable.:
‘employment-and demded to help
ftham ST .

" Roésary:St.

. .Chure
‘American . V
-Halsey- Chapter, 73 and. Al pha -
rSigma Mu (Alhed Serwcemen

“He didmore work.at home at -

- night. for veterans who came to
the house and'needed advice,” his -

father said. “Hig idea was, if he
couldn’ t do any good for spmeone,

it wasn't, worth doing any thing."”

Even with the shrapnel left in

_his body serving as: a constant

reminder of -his disability,

: ‘Shepherd refused to let fns m
~ juries hold him back.

P Y He hever let anythmg getin
his way," his father said,

Mr. Shepherd was an avid out-
doorsman, who enJoyed hlkmg

- and gardening.

“He loved flowers,” his. father

-' . said. *He had the most heautiful
- gardens™ - -

Hewasa commun:cant of Hol g
‘Michael's

Y member of. Dlsabled

eterans, . Admiral

Inci).
Mr, She herd wag & 1977

| graduate of Kean College, Union, -

His mother, the former Marmn

. " Elizabeth Koch, died in 1989,

In addition to his. father,-he is.
also survived'by a brother Joseph
P. Jr, of. Linden, and two
ne hews. S

ervices for Mr Shepherd are

'to be held Thursday, Bannworth
. Funeral. Hone,..1055..E.. Jersey. .| .
St is in charge of arrangements

Nov. 19, 1981
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Death is the héndmaiden of the Infantry
Soldier. Though We must all go to her sooner or

tater, the Infantryman walks with her constantly. -
How well we tread with her, and how Well we meet
her certain destiny becomes the final' measure of

a man.

‘The delts model hiey séffled'smoothlqun’ ER
Currahee Pad. A giant’ caricature of Sngopy, his .
_dog-house [Sopwith Camel} riddled with wmock

bullet holes, -sat daringly on top of ‘the dontradl -

tower as LTC Andre €. Lucas walked from his®

helicopter to the tactical operations: center. On .

4 March he had essumed command of the 2d.
Battalion CAmbl)-506th Infantry from LTC -Howard
G. Crowell. The battalion was still working the
- coastal plains fegion, dccasionally bresking out
of ‘the piedmont into theitrépical réin forest
that covered the first ridge lines &f the
towering mountains southwest: of -Camp Evans. Very
soon, LTC Lucas.knew, the battaiion:would: puch
deeply into those densely. vegetated: peaks;.
Deeper 'than anhyone had Been in a long time. . His

turrahegs ‘had found the énemy and they would: now:

make an‘effort to-meet him in pitched battle
before he could gaih access-to. the populated
lowltands., .. - - (R R T

As Operation Randolph Glen. drew to a close,
all companies. in. the battalion experienced
contact ‘with the enemy during their.counter- - .
insurgency operations., Alpha, on an exploratory
.. Insertioh into Fire Base Ripcord on 12 March,

" received:RPG, mortar, and small arms fire, They
withdrew after taking moderate casualties. :
During the hext five days, Charlie Company,

acting as a blocking force along the Dong Ke Me:

ridge 1ine, engaged an estimated enemy company in
a running fire fight. Although the company

recefved moderate casualties, the enmy lost five

confirmed dead, three of then sappers from the
" dreaded K-12"Sapper, Battalion, -

'31'Maﬁqh;*pperqyﬁoﬁ‘Randqiph G;ép ended. . -

Operation Texas Star began.on 1 April.. =
Texas Star, it was hoped, wold take the fighting
into -enemy territory causing him to make a stand
before he could move in _strength to the Lowlands,
Pelta Company now under. the able command of ‘CPT
Rembert Rollfson was on temporary losn to ‘the
1/506th and was securing Fire Base Granite as.
Charlie Company conducted a combat . assault inte
what wold.shortly become Fire Base Gladiator.

~ Fire Bases Granite and Gladiator wére the
first steps in .the operation designed to enable

our forces to move deeply. into:the mountains, On’

1 April’ we again combat assaulted by helicopter
onto Ripcord -- Brave ‘Company met with-even

stiffer resistance than:Alpha Company -had itwo ' -

weeks prior,

As RPG, mortar, recoflless rifle, and smatl

arms fire raked the eratered hilltop, Bravo dug
in and prepared to hold, ALl the efforts of the

Ripeord was still in enemy ‘hands, - "~

‘On Easter SUﬁdqy,,

_ then on line. ' _ tan: :
 sWept over the hill; as the first helicopters
-carrying: supplies moved onto the: hitl, the .~

: ;;}Q;to ﬁéféontinﬁéd. ; -

"« From twilight to the halls of dawh he'went
‘His lance s brokeny but he ties content

batta(ion-uere directed toward the Ripcord—afea
with the exception of Charlie Company still on

Gladiator. Alpha Company combat assaulted into
an L2 next to Ripcord and the Recon Platoon .,
under-the command of 1LT John Wilson was -
inserted onto the hill with Brave Company.

belta Compahy Was tasked to sweep wouth toward
Ripcord and pass eastward searching for enemy
mortar and recoilless rifle positions, As the
dey wore on it became apparent from the mounting

~gasualties that our position on Ripeord would:
‘become vulnerable and extraction would be.

. hecessary, Elements from Alpha moved by foot to
" the -hiltl and aided in carrying off the dead and
- avacuating the wounded.

For the entire day -
Bravo Company, the Recon Platoon, and elements
of Alpha Company remained in coptact.. Cobra
gunships ‘were . continuodsly on:-statfon providing
suppressive fire as everything from log birds,
command. and ‘centrol ‘ships, -and ‘medevacs =~ i
avacuatéd ‘the ‘wounded.: Finatly,’ on 3 April alt
elément's Were éxtracted from Ripcord., "Friendly-
losses stood ‘at eix US killed and-21Us wpugqéd.

R EL
N o

LTE Lucas, determined to téké Ripcord,;

“intensified his efforts to clear out the enemy

mortar tubes and pecoilless riflé positions. -
surrounding the fire base. 0On 4 April, Charlie
Company under the temporary commend. of ALT-. -
Charles Bawkins, combat assaulted to an LZ .

“neighboring Ripcord and secured by €pPT o
“BUrkhart’s men: from Alpha. - As Charlie Company

jumped: off the choppers they sai for themselves
the: damage that the:NVA- had wrought. -Men from

_the pathfinders; .engineers, and'other elements ..

who were With.the Bravo Compahy assault into .
Ripcord; erawled on the tift birds as the men
from Charlie Company got off. . Alpha Company .

Jeontinved southeast ‘toward Will 805;. Bravo .

company was reinserted north -of the fire base;

- Delta was paralleling Charlie Company to the
dsouth,;f - D i R R

'The"operétionbnowgbegan“té:shéu'sfgnsvof_

'éuccess. Delta, Charlie, and Alpha began::.

ungovering enemy bunkers -and mertar. positions,

.. Gontact was scattered and brief; the enemy was
withdrawing.

« On 9 April, LTC Lucas decided it
was time to try and take Ripcord again.. In the

pre-dawn darkness of 10-April Chariie Company-:

P erept. forward t6fsquad%nelaase_po$ntéj'and:as‘
+ the first pink streaks of the new day - ftasheéd:
... across the sky, the hill top.shuddered with .the
- thud-boom of supporting artillery fire.. Chariie

Company assaulted, in squad column. first, and
They met no. resistance as they.

expected enémy mortar rounds were not fired.

- The NVA had.vanished, and Ripcord was won. -

And niow these wafting dreams sre satisfied

With that high hour, in which he lived: and i
And falling thus, .he-wants ho recompense’:
Who found his battle in the last resort;
Nor needs he any heéarse to bear him henc
Who goes to Join the men of Agincourt.

== Herbert Asquith, 1881-1947, The Volunteer
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company,

. _another wound.in the left thigh.
“my unit was leaving me but I knew they-must or

. appeared they Were going to kill. me.,.

- “would accept South Vietnam,

THE ENEMY

Major Malcom A. Danner
‘Major Billy J. Biberstein

“

Editor’s-Note: This article is from the May-June
1969 issue of Infantry, "...the professionat
magazine for infantrymen,” and s the third in &
serfes reprinted in the "Ripcord Report,t

"The North Vietnamese don’t Like it under
the yoke of the Communist party ... American
Infantry Units are weak, their fire power is poor
and their equipment is poor ... We know We cannot
defeat the Americans, as it -1s slmost impossible
to defeat you ... We will win the war
politically, not militarily...."

. These are some of the random thoughts and
views of a young lieutenant in the.North - .
Vietnamese Army Wwho:was wounded in action and .
subsequently captured by an American unit in .
South Vietnam in. 1968. . o

The information, views and opinions in this
article are those of the NVA Lieutenant and do
not reflect the official posftion of any
bepartment of Defense agency.

This ic'hls.story; continued....

THE DAY | uas CAPTURED = :
I witl never forget the day I was captured.
We had. finished our recon and were. returning to
the base camp area when my unit of eight men
bacame surrounded by an American Infantry
Aetitlery was fired on us and |
received a serious wound in the stomach and
I felt mad that

they would atl become wounded or captured. I
gave my friend my pistol, mdchine gun, watch,
ring and a map, I kept only my compass and
placed two grenades under me. 1 expected to die
and today 1 .can hardly believe 17m still alive.
1 vas going to use the grenades on my capturers
-if possible and kily- ‘them if they hit me or it

grcnades with the wounded i not a’ pollcy, 1 just
thought maybe T eould kill some of you, .

Instead bf belng mistreated, ‘asisoon as, T
was found, a mediec camctup ahd .started glving me
“ medieal s treatment.,” I -could have: kitled the.

. medic, 8 US captain and’ tWo other men with’ the

- grenades. as they never gearched. me, but after
*getting. the medical help 1. gave them the
grehadesp :

C 1 -am:glad to get gccd treatment as a PH and

- the doctors and people have been Very kind to me

‘but’ Iowould rather be with my unit so I could
_move freely, 1 want fo feel free. lf l could I

© The political :officer tells. us that g

captured by ‘you, ‘weé witl be tortured and killed:*

- When 'l was wouhded and captuted,;

1 expected to be
kiltled,

0f course now 1 have changed my mind.

An ARVN ma]or showed me a South Vietnem brochure
on treatment’ of’ PHs and N realized then I uculd
hot be Ritled.,

I don't know How you could make: the HVA-.
soldier believe you donit kill PWs; one way might

. anyway: But- there are many hardships.
. there .is a shortage of food and equipment in. the
'NVA while in South Vietnam and this really.

Leaving the

ke to tet some Pus return after ycu have g

them proper medical treatment, However, ifml
was released and went back .to my unit 1 would.be
watched very closely and at afl times. . | .
We are told to try and capture American
soldiers if at all possible because they are .. .
very valuable to our propaganda effort. 1 have :
never seen an American or South Vietnam = :
prisoner. While in training we were told not to-
hit any PW we captured and to give them good
treatment. 1 have never heard of any PW being
mistreated by the NVA. .
: The only soldiers who enjoy the army are
the young hot-blooded ones. Most of us are
draftees who don’t enjoy it. We don’t care
about not gettind paid as we couldn’t spend jt
Many. times

affects ‘the morale of the trocps.-

.J. to. be contlnued

Dear Chuck, o %

Greetings from MO} . Here’s some cartoons,
if you like them, 171l send some for further
issues also,

Afrborne all the wayl

Jack Whilhite, 2/506
Springfield, Hissouri

Dear Chuck

Hcre's iy’ donation to ‘the Rlpcord Assn.
Please gee that 1 am on the membership (ist for’
the newsletter, etc. .

“Currahee." "Strike Force.™
Jim Catlin
Pottstcwn, Pennsylvania

Dear Chuck,

Just'a note to say that your 30 September .
newsletter was outstanding as usual, 1 belong .-’

- to many Vietnasm periodicals, includihg the: 1nlst

Abn, Div. Assn., but find myself with an ..

affinity to the Ripeord Report, Sometimes | scct

little tidbits in other periodicals that l thlnk

you would Like, See ericlosed.:: = - o
“Keep up the great workly - ﬂ'

Paul A. Greaux, 68/69 Currahec Medic, 1/50&;@
Inf. . B
Hollywood, Flortda
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"Sarge, hereﬁs a gentleman who
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