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" Friendly Fire Casualties =
By Maj. Charles F, Hawkins -
Gourtesy of American Sentlnel

Approximately 238 percent of all
U.8. battlefield casualties in

" Operation Desert Storm resulted -
“from friendly fire, a surprisingly

“research of historical data
indlcates that the: figure was not A
~only in line but could have been T
. “and*probably Wag e antlcipated
© My first experience with

rfriendly fire occurred on April 7, -
1970 while I was a lieutenant R
'leading troops ifi the rugged A Shau,'
.- Valley -area of South Vietnami '

- On that day minigun and’
rocket~armed AH-1 "Cobra" attack
“helivopters cireling overhead were ﬂ: .
~under-'the ‘control of a sister =~
‘company, Over the’ crackling static

“beting bent to the flight 1eader,
- and only too late did-it become
clear ‘that' we- had mistakenly" becomej
BN : the target. In quick sucoession.
"lﬁ AIPLOY F D‘ICTl, § e Wl " each. Cobra: made’a pass. spewing .

: BILSRERE g - machine gun’ bullets that spanged:

o SRR b off rocks and dug furrows in the
: ,1?fﬁ“3 SRR ‘ . earth,.None of them struck us. It ~k

o S : “was ‘a:matter’ of luck. It is often a4

“matter of luck- once triggers are '
- pulled. -
In any event, 'a check fire
command was fssued, the Cobras quit F
= AU CD I PN b their misdirected efforts, and we,
... at the entrance to Arlington Nat']-Cemet-eny= . though badly shaken, continued on

. our mission.

"The problem of friendly fire has not ‘been  the subject of much study, The definitive
work often cited during Operation Desert Storm is titled Amicicide: The Problem of
Friendly Fire in Modern War, and was prepared in 1982 by Dr. Charles R. Schrader (a -
retired army eolonel), Schrader's work, based on case studies and combat anecdotes,
suggests that casualties from friendly fire in other wars have been about two persent --
of all battle casualties. This figure has been publicly compared with the much higher
" Degert Storm percentage, forcing the military services, and the U.,8. Army in ¥
particular. to explain what went wrong [Cuntinued on page T ...]

high figure, but recently released T

of my radio I heard a fire mission = &
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It has been about four months since tha'

March Ripcord Report made it into April}
mail box -~ not:bad for an older, former
"0ld Man" with eyesight that's beginning
stiffen., Se, Instead of the monthly, or

bi-monthly, or quarterly newsletter that

Roger (Chip of B/2-506): Collins envisioned

nearly a decade ago (has it been that
long?) the newsletter is a thlrdly.

- Break.. ..

This is the. time of year that Ripcord

is much on .our minds, and. it should be, We'

should remember our. .commitment. to, each-
othep as. well_as to our country at.a time

‘national. stability..We did a tough job in-
a time of turmoil for. whlch there was:
little thanka éar appreciation..
thanked each other and formed bonds that .
extend across time and space, special

bonds that can't. be broken or taken away. *;
... When we think about Ripcord, and the ; -

intervening 22 years, we should also take

a moment to remember. these who fell in-

battle..
. it is part of the comp]ex glue pf combat .
* that forms. the special relationship that.

'T*VIetnam veterans, . and R;pcord veterans, vl

 share, ; .
5 It is a strange paradﬂx that we have,
e part our dead brothers. to thank for

. the bond of combat brotherhood for the

- whole of the bond is greater than the sumtj g

of its individual parts. Yet: we, Tike -
- other veterans of. other. wars, .are.also -
less whole because those, who are gone '
. When_they d;ed,~~_frpm,bullets,,or
. grenades and.rockets, or. by mineéaand'
. mortar fire.~- a piece of us died too;
" perhaps a piece of us. that is. always
. dying, a little each day. . . - :

 'RehémEer_Ripcord\
distinguishes us',
~the proud history of the 10ist Al

' "Division, although. it was ‘a 1ittl

. entrance.
“with the- names of Bastegne and Normandy
“and others, they will see the inscription

.instead, we .-

It is what - o &
Ripcord is a pa ‘f C

and remains .a poorly-remembered béttle
However, as many of you know, visitors

~ to Arlington National® Cemetery,: across”

the Potomac River from Washington, D.C.,
can view the 101st Memorial at the .
If they. look closely, along:

”Ripoord“ in the grey granite base of the

~monument. Our faellen comrades are

remembered. there too,. as well as-in the-

! coun _ t “__rf~black granite of the Vietnam Veteran 8
when the crisis in America. threatened our =~ . L imEL :

‘Memordal.:

Break. i = f’ e
~News ; item The Battle of; Ripcord ig:

'headlined in’a national publication;

American Sentinel, in its. next issue. The

-~ paper features ccommentary on military-

affairs and. international matters, as
well as historical perspectives, topical

. analyses and a bit of humor and light
R reading
Theirs was the ultimate sacriflce{_

"By arrangement each person on the

'q.Ripcord Association's mailing list. will'

receive a complimentary copy. .(Since

. vours truly is one of ‘the publishers; 4t -~
~wasn't -hard to arrange.) If you like the:

paper, subscription information is on

page 19, If you don't much care for: it.‘:

“well, like we used to say, "1ts a lick on
me., "

Gotta run, can't miss the publishing

‘__deadline Currahee!

cE Chuck Hawkins. Editor

?f. Be1ow% Masthead from a recent isSuéJas'

- Washington, D.C,

~ISSN 10490132



FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION? “Jog Shepherd Sr, John Palm, Gary Steele, Ken Hamilton -and .
Gary Jestea - Many thanks, and Currahee!

INCOMING
JOHN PALM FINDS ANOTHER RIPCGRD VETE

-The following exchange of correspondence
brought. the Ripcord: Association to the
attention of Wayne R. Sinks (E/2-608.
Mortarsy, boosting aur roster strength by

. one. Sl

Feb. 4, 1992 ;x
Dear. Mr.: Palm,ir,_.f% S e
Several years ago I saw in the VFW
Magazine "Authors and Queries %ectzon"
your inguiry: about-fellow mémbers of the
2/601st Infantry.and Co. D (101st Abn.),
Hill 806, FSB. Ripcerd July 12-18, 1970,
As much has has been written about
Hamburger Hill, it is hard to believe
NOTHING was written abeut Ripcord! But

then again, I guess you had to be there —

Heaven. forbidl
Wasn't it .amazing tow the prpss didn't

.+ f£ind out about it unitl it was.over and.

even at that some of the- casualties were
being "hidden" in the Apache Snow::
Operation?. Sixty one Americans killed and

another 354 wounded and: who has ever “heard ..

of “it?

I was on Ripcord for quite SOmE time...;

My MOS was 31C10: - (mortars, 8i-mm), but I
spent my first six months with Co. B-as
11810 (infantryman) My next.slix months.
was with Co. B in mortars., We were on. .
Ripcord for the duration-of the battle. .-
'till the evacuation-on July.23, 1970,

' I was with .the 2/506th Infantry -- .-
Currahee! Our battalion commander.and:

battalion -8 were killed during the = .- . -

evacuation.: The battalion 00 Lt. €ol..:
Andre Lucas, later received:the Medal of -,
Honor., Also killed was 1Lt. Bob Kalsu:in .

artillery. He had played pro football with;

the Buffalo Bills, .
I subscribe to Vietnam: Magazine and

wrote them a; lettep about the battle.a few3

months ago, and the never.even ::
acknowledged they got the letterl. ...

If you have written a book about:;
Ripcord, or know of any info in'any books -
regarding it, please let me know about it.

“John W, Palm, Lutz, Fla -

Sorry about the sloppy writihg. Bt

T it's almost midnight and I have to work

tomorrow. .

Thanks for your . time
Wayne R, ‘Sinks, Chuckey, Tenn.
Mar, 23, 1992 |
Dear Chuck,

Greetings! We haven't been in contact
for a:while, but after belatedly

answering the. enclosed letter, -1 thought

I*d -pass 4t on to you:for whatever: p
interest. it provides youw. I'm not sur@;:'
from Wayne's. letter whether he knows . .
about ‘the:.Ripcord Report, so-I'm sending:

“him a.copy of .the:latest one I- haVBi #29,

April '91, R

I always enjoy your Ripoord
newsletters, especially your own :
accounts, You put. heart asg well as mind
into your writing. Well done!l

I think it's time I nade a.

“contribution too; for: the report, 80 I
-enclose a theck.

One question: On.bége 2 of the last |

- iasue one MIA is listed in the Ripcord

caspnalties. Wasn't this later correetd to
zero MIA? -If ‘he stayed MIA (unless blown
to pieces}, wouldn't this have. raiSed a

~repeated stink, from relatives,

congressmen, ete? (In.a bad April 71, Co.
D, 2/501st encounter, 1 think there-were
initially MIA accounts . too.)

What has happened to Chip Gollins by

‘the way? He. was an. early contact of mine Lo
- In the: 19703.g.;1 S -
In case .l didn't tell you my an %on.%';;

who also :served in 'Nam -- Air. Force, ..
stayed in and ended uwp a.pilot. (KE-135:
refueling tanker) in Desert Storm. He
returned Jul,-1, 1991, 30 years to the .

day after.I retired:from the Navy. He had

a war at the beginning and a war at.the

~end of his career!l Between us, we cover .
55 years -of service ~— 1936-1961, 1970—'
© 1991 -- and four wars: WWII, Korea.

Vietnam and Gulf War.. :
Regards Hope all, goes well
you!re back, this way. .

v1smx if




THE ENEMY

Major Malcom A, Danner .
,Major Billy J Biberstein

Editor s Note: ThlS article is from o

the May-June 1969 issue of Infantrg,
.the professional magazine for
infantrymen," and is the fourth (and
last) in a series reprinted in the
"Ripcord Report."- ' :

"The North Vietnamese don't ‘Tke 1t

'under ‘the yoke of ‘the Communist party :

‘American :Infantry Units are weak,
'their fire power is poor and ‘their
equipment is poor ... We know we:

cannot defeat the Americans, as it'isi-

almost’ ‘4mpossible te defeat you ... We
will win the war politically, not '
militarily . :

These are some ‘0f - the random
thoughts and views of a young
lieutenant 'In: ‘the ‘North Vietnamése:
Army who was wounded: in action and

subsequently captured by én Amerioan'“"
f#n“Béo op: B4t rockef
“The - information, views and opinions

.unit in South Vietnam in- 1968 <

in this ‘article are- those of  the NVA®

~1ieutenant and ‘do not reflect the ~
official. Position of any. Department of:

“Defense agonoy
This is his story. continued
AMERICAN UNITS ARE WEAK |

" The North Vietnamaso soldier is

better than the South Vietnam soldier: ' -

but ‘the ARVN have: artillery The

American soldier ls' stronger built and«"

more intelligent but he ds’'not:

familiar- with the terrain so the North.

* Vietnam soldier has an advantagé.- The "
U, 8, soldier is very poor when moving
“through the terrain;jThefAmerioan :
infantry units are weak, their 't .

firepower is poor and- their equipmeni .

is poor. An example of this is an

American unit cannot: take or: debtroy»aT

maohine gin position in a properly

prepared bunker except'byﬁoailing.for-
air or artillery; however, thé NVA ocah..
destroy any American bunker with Its

[Edifor @ note
Huh? $ay again, over, ]} :
The ARVN:-forces are weak beeause

~their egquipmentis poor; more than -
poor. The RF/PF and CIDG{Vietnamese - i .%

civilian paramilitary groups) are
also poor. There iy some’ '

collaboration -among the RP/PR units

done by the.Local Force. undts and
then the arrangements are passed. on
to the 'NVA, I feel there are many:

communist agents ‘and.sympathizers in - =
the South ‘Vietnan units and: agen01931 K
‘I know that on the B&2 strikes we .

normaliy_had advance_warning ‘as: to’
where and when they would -occupr, The::
warning-usually: came by d -message '

from: division ‘to the regiment and it . -

normal ly -arrived two hours prior -to -
the strike. As I remembér the most

time we ever had was four hours, In - -:

one instance warning arrived just: ..
minutes before the alr strike. and -we
Just made it out of.the area when it
was hit and demolished.:
70 to 80 pereent 0f all NVA-
casudlties. are oaused by artillery or
air, - :

'Ifthihk:thai ST



© 6. Thayar,

!1;»»

[Editor's note: By contrast, nine
Cpercent-of all U.8, combat deaths in -
~the Vietnam War occurred in alrerdft
 lossest 40 percent died of gunshot
wounds' 45 percent: by some form:of
indirect fire; and:the remainder from
- other explosions  ob unknown causes.
~Source:r War Without Fronts, by Thomas
a "CONIIDENTIAL" analysi

%hxwﬁzﬂﬂmmmnzq%ﬂﬂwﬁxﬁFzy“*ﬁﬂﬂﬁzﬁw*ﬁmwmznﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂmJ$:w<$$ﬁq;J~ ok

of the Vietnam War that haa sinoe been~~

deojassifled 1 .
' The quality of our: officuv% j& good
io had, Bome are knowledgeable about
Comilitary: matters andvsome-anefnot»'
This depends on the unit.
EM relationship: iir-the NVA: is vpry
good. During off duty “hotirs we talk
. with each other, and have a mutual
“understanding as weall.- have: Lhe same
probloms Ay troubles,

‘Without the Local Force unltq 1n
South Vietnam the NVA is useless, The
- LF are the Link between the NVA and
- the South Vietnam battlefield areas.
. The NVA soldiers Pell very sorry for
 the LI units, even pity them, as they

L they apé peakve o RO

lack weapons,. food -and equipnent. The -

VG undts. are very poor ~-=- they are

U weak “hoth politically and militdr11§

“We all have an understanding. though
“and” the VC and NVA are cloqo and

f"untted

T have heurd of tho CllPu ‘Hoi

- have heard a little ahout Ht from an

“atrplane but we really didn t pay much

Catténtion as 1t was very poRr

“'“prop&ganda and Lho voice didrnot qound ;V

- gincere.

B oprogram but I don't know what it . 1

for

In the dinfantry units, the education
minimum 1s: lower but mosf can read or'
write to some degree, * -

We do' have radios to 1lsten to and .
when we can get batteries, we listen -
to music, We aro not-allowed to
Iisten :to the South: Vietnan radio
station and T do not ldike fo listen
to the news because 1t g usualiy
propaganda-and politics.

I have heard about fres elou!lnnb
South=Vietnam, It -ls quite normal
South Vietnam.to have free:
elections but we do-not know If the
electiong "are- S polﬁtica] rimk or

in

A

Many aoldlerq fworry #hout thﬁfr- 3
loved ohes, I thought ofmy ‘mokher

many times but there wWas Ho maill,
When we first entered South Vietnan

eight months ago, our superlors
agsembled the unit and Instructed us
to write a letter home to out’
relatives and tell them we Were hﬂppy :
and in good health. T :did have a .
letter box number and go did my men.

Dur leadafot@ldfusvitQWOuld'rﬁquire'
" four menths for the

letter to arrilve -
in Nerth Vietnam and flve months to
return, [ have never received a
letter from Nordh. Vietnam qnd nono of
my men have! oithvr

~The people in Norith Vtctnam dro

‘1ike the deaf and blind,.they do not

" know what goes an,  Just what the

~communists tell them.

o .1 have saen’ lota of payopa lﬂﬂflct$ 
~but they are very poor and we laugh at

- them, they nake no impression on the

soldier of the NVA 1 osaw: them in

o Kontum and. Ddrlac piovinces’ as we. -
< omoyed: toward our- objective&. “The:

Coguality of the writing is.very poor
, and,not_gooq Vietnamese. The Americans
~should let the Vietrnamese write them -

R fbas-thay'knqwjhowftb'put.the story or
~Uwhat you want tos

. 1All‘the‘menrin my anit could read
~and write and they had to: have a
~mdninunof a-second class education: -

'.#mxﬁw*MMMﬁmm%ﬂwmme%mmwm:mﬂ{

L | say. into poetry, the -
S Vietnamese are a very poetdc people:

When Nerth
Vietnan d@nieb having the NVA In
South Viotnam. our leﬁders aro'

5 vaking‘incoerLVly
T think ft is gilly and Fidteulous
If we don't f£lght, our 1amilin'wi]1

* - be harassed by the gnvernment This

kind of propﬂgxnda {8 for you ‘to p1¢k.‘f
up, It is not broadeast to-the North
Vietnameue poople or -our military

~units, This roally ‘doesn't affect the -
f;.morale of our. Lroops ag thoy are nol
_made aware of 1t.

" The. North Viotnﬁme 9e poople have’ - -

-'ﬁo opinfon of” Lho qllied forces

‘aqalaLing Soutlh Vivtnam asg

they are

--Loo far from the front. Among the NVA
C forces in South Viatnum_this_kind of .
talk is_not"oarriadrcn bpeange of the

é; _

They aré lylng. ~ SRR

mmwaﬁwﬁtwwmmm@@mmamw%%ﬁmmﬂwmwﬁzwFﬁwﬂﬁ*hx’



S

political officer's presence, I am ot
surprised at the presence of the Free

‘World Forces in South Vietnai. as they
have . a right te request ald the same.
as the North Vietnamese. goverument.

‘I really don!t know. about the
bombtng alt as I've been. in South
Vietnam since. February. At first. the
people i1y North Vilétnam were very

~scared of the bombs but now thay

“ponsider 1t a rule of the war. The
people. Just complain that they don't..
know why youw.drop,.them; the people. .
don't. really know the political

. aituntion.:I hear . they were. pl(ased Q*l

and ‘happy when you qtoppvd bombing:
‘them, They. had guessed. you would stop
~the bombing, before.you did. They feel
that you stopped the bombing bacause
- you wanted peace. .
I have heard a little about Lh@
peace_qukwlpnthe radio_from;ﬂdnoi_ _
but I have no opinion on .them, I think

the only answer is .a Nonth Vietnam and:
Thcro_aroﬂjuat_ton. e

A %outh Vietnﬂm

4

many. differences on each side. Once.
divided, the country should be '
controlled by an International
Commission . at the DMZ., The U.N.
cannot vontrol it as they have the
problem of ‘communism: versus the free
world, Mest of the people want a

united Vietnam bocause: they wunL an

end to the war., They want a .
unification of both sides.

I ¢gompare the war to a Chtnvsp
Chess game .. The, Amerlcans and the
South Vietnamese ‘are compared to the
horse (a:knight of our chess gamel.

‘They are: strong but:-don't know the

moves. The NVA is alweaken: horse but.:
knows {he: moves . o
We know we camot defeat Americons
as it is almost iwpossible te defeat
you, but the military operations just
oceur to back the political aspects.,
We will win the. way po]itical1v nor
militarily. . : :
lbdilor'" note: ProLty ddmnod
presclent. for guy.captured in 1968.}1

@@ Ngﬁgﬂrﬁtwkqﬁ;w%«mﬂzmﬁ«xznﬂﬁmwﬁ:nqupﬁﬁﬁcmm



'-.Battalion. BoGLh Inﬁa

o Continued from page 1:

Things iudeed seem Lo have gone wrong
in‘Desert Storm: OF 488 battlefield
casualties in Irag and Kuwait, 107 -~ 23
percent -- came at our own hand, a stark
contrast to Schrader's two percent figure.
This gives the appearance of symptomatic
and .poorly understood 11ls within the
milltary system that flghts our wars,

This appearance is misleading because
the two percent number is wrong, New

higtopical evidence indicates that we
~wound and kill our own personnel more
‘frequently than previously thought.
We:know that egregious errors in
-warfighting are not new, but. detailed
exanination of mistakes i1s disLasLoful
and helps explain why more work lias not
“been performed to understand friendly
fire, A challenge of the two percent
~.flgure shows that Desert Storm friendly

= fire casualties are in line with :
historical experience, but with a lethal

{twlet,

E _Initially, it seemed that two percent
“was- "aboutivliight;i.balsed. oxlldersbnalil:. |
~experience, but on further reflection I

“peallzed that- I wasn't supe, and wondered-

_ what the -actual statistics from the
“ historical record would show,

Memory fades with time, even that of - -

‘combat veterans; events are forgotten,
:poorly recalled. Schrader's assessment,
based on interviews and war-story

“ evidence, did not look at hard data in the

~day-to-day life of a battalion in combat,
~ To'refute or uonfirm Sehrader's claim,
" the new study: examlned‘fi*torical oombat
~data from gtaff: journ ‘

Division, for a four»mnn_ period 1n Lhe-
Vietnam War, The data JhOW 175 combat
actions from February through May 19%0
that resulted in 159 battlefield
~casualties -~ 88 killed in action-
and 126 wounded in actlon (WIA).
Ten of the combat actions involVed

(KiA),'

friendly firve incidents; Pesulting in zero

KIAs, "and 22 WIAs, or 18,8 percent of
battlefield cas ualtie% caused by friendly
-~ fire. ‘The worgt month during this peried
was April, _
15.8 percent of losses to friendly fire}
the best month was Februwry with 10.3
percent’

The' cause of w0unds'varied: There were

two dncidents tavolving All-1 Cobra attack

| fire,

in which the battalion suffered '
© served 24 years
- He 1s President of. the Historical

= W@*fw:ﬁc

'heliooptere. whero rooke L6 wounded &

total of eight soldiers:. on three
oocasion& friendly mortar fire acuounted
for five WIA, and four WIA resulteéd from. i
three small armse fire incidents, an :
artillery -incident wounded four; and .
close air support from F-4' "Phanton™ R
jets, dropping bonbs and napalm, 1nJur9d S
one trooper. - ‘

It could have bven woxso, o lot WOP&O,
1f the two Cobras that came 4in hot,
firing on me and the men I led, had
injJured anyone. They didn't, and I did .
not have to lnclude oaqudlty data from an
11th friendly fire inclident in the study
of the battalion in whioh I served so

. many- years ago.

Lonblu&ions
‘At least one unit in modern warfare

' (jn addition to those in Desert S$torm),

for a-perilod of approximately four
months, suffered friendly fire casunalitfies
at levels five to elght times greater -
than the accepted historical norm ~w-much
closer to that of U.S. forces in the
Persian Gnlf,

The lethal difference between Desert
Storm and -the Vieétnam War study is that,
n- the: rolatively Jow intengity of ‘the.
Vietnam~ fighting, there happened to be no
KIAs, and in the higher intensity Desert-
Storm there were 85 KlAs due'to‘friendly

A similar, but more detailed dnalysis

“of the historical record of combat prior
- to Operation Desert &

Storm would have
changed expectations for friendly fire

ccasualties, It could also have helped
< -preparations, including ‘modification: of
S tactical procgdures us Gd on-a complex -
»gbﬁLtléfield i L

There are, of- oour 9, yreat

:differenceo between the 1990-199t" Gulf
War and Vietnam; but there are: - -

similiarities too, Lompnxisons and ;'

- contrasts should be made, not on]y
‘between the Vietnam War and the war,

dgainst Saddam Hussein, but also with

lorgapi?ed hibLOPlCdl combat dﬂtd from
: otler wars,

Hawkius, USAR, has.
as an infantry officer.

Major Charles .

Evaluation and. Research Organization of
Fairfax, Vixginid

" \Wm‘ ——
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