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“The Battle of I‘ile Base Rlpcord begfm on
‘Mar, 12, 1970;,-and ‘efided withi evacuation of
“(he base altera three-weel siege by a North
 Vietnamese division on;July 23, 1970, Units
“of the 3d Brigade, 1015t A,lrb()lne D1v1510n

 wete involved, pmthuhllythe 2d Bn., 506th

Inf, and I3 Ca., Lst Bn., 506th Inf., and many
others, with spoclal 1emembe; ance Of the gal-

“lant ait and ground etews of: Phoenix; Grif-

fin; Ghosteider, Dragon; and “Chatlie Medic.”
» 3

~ Although the'overall ¢ost to Americans was
- higher, the grimy total:for the 23-day siege is
“putat 61 killed in action and 345 wounded.
* One word says it all; . “Currahee,”

{Inf, B Bty., ?dBn 3i9thA1ly 2d Bn., 501st

AIR CAV DIARY
. By PFC Thomas Rutleclge

I hc war . Iaged h "d‘ter Rlpcmd pcllmps not as viciously, and Cav uoop— =

ers from the 101st were there to fight it, and help- the Vietnamization -

. ptogmm as well, —-Edltot

August 5 1970*~A11u 'u“t from thc 2d Sqdn. (Amb] N 171 Cav,, whlle
on-an extensiveaerial reconnaissance patrolin the vicinity of FSB Toma-
bawk and FSB Los Banos; spotted enemy activity on the ground. Engag-
ing the enemy, the squadron killed 11 NVA soldiers.

August 10--Helicopters of B Tip,, 2d Sqdn, (Ambl.), 17th Cav,, while

on a search and clear operation 20 miles southwest of Ilue, gpolted ﬂnd _
engaged anestimated company-size enemy {0100 klllmg, 18 NVA, Tlie
- . cavalrymen wereiworking in support of the lstlnfﬂnuy Divistoit (ARVNY.

-August | 1--Again-while flying support missiens for:the .Lst-Infantry
Div13|on (ARVN) near 'S8 O’Reilly, gunships frem the 2d Sqdn. (Ambl),

..+ 17th Cav., engaged numerous enemy positions destroying an eneimy bun-

ker sito 1nd killing 11 NVA. . ...
-August 16-+Today was the 28th anmvetsmy of the 101st Anbome Dir

vision (Airmobile), It was on this day in 1942 tha. Brlg (;cn W:Illam C \
Liee assumed command and spoke of the division having.a: “Rendezvous 'S

with Destmy .
-~ August 17-—(101 Paul F. ‘Gorman took command of the lst Bngade to~

- day in a rain-drenched ceremony .attended by Lt, Gen. James W,
-+ Sutherland, X X1V Corps commander; Maj, Gen, JohnJ, Ileunesqcy, JOlst
commanding general; Maj. Gen. Ngo Troung, commanding geuqml of

the Ist Infantry Division (ARVN); and Brig. Gen. SldneyB Berry, 101st
assistant division commander, Col. Gorman received the br 1g,ade colors
from Col, Johin D.: Whne, who had commmdod the bu;,ade since. .]d!l 5,
1970, .. .
Also tod'ly, ttoopets of Co. I3, 2d Bn. (Ambl) 5024 Inf whikc on a
Contmucd on page 5 ..

Is Mllltdl"y Scrvice an. ‘Entltl(,mcm l’rogl am’?
- By Charles I, Hawkins - - '

OAKTON, Va. wThe social agendas of tiberal gtoups in thc UmLed :Statc% is s!owly efltmg, away at mllmly madmess pa1 Licuhl ly
~ tegarding unit cohesion and the ﬁghtmg quality of our combat troops.-As a result, America’s national security is mcu,asmgly at risk.
The security interests of the United States arc best served by maintaining coheswc, combat- 1eady fighting umts tr 1med and !ed to

" uniformly hlgh é;t’llldﬁl(l%‘ Anylhmg less would be nc.gllgt,nt or worse,

" Contmu_egl on page 2.



Cgm_men_m_y ﬂom page |
Miliim'y Service is Not an Entitlement

"-Oite of the burting issues of liberal
activists in recentyears hag been the ex-
tent they can influence assignment of
women 1o combat units. The larger is-
sue pits these so-called individual rights
groups against traditionalists who place
national security needs before individual
privilege, ,

Army Secretary Togo R, West, Jr., is

a leading Clinton administratioh-advo- -

cate of placing women in combat MOSs
(militaty decupational specialty), such:
as combiat engineers
lery, air cavalry and ¢ven MLRS bat-
teries (multiple launch rocket system).
In & June | nemo to Defense Secretary
Willigm- |, Perty, West-outlitied an as-
tonishing plan-to do thisgand more,. -

" One of thc burning issues of

hbu'al activists in recent y ars _
lldS‘ bwn the, extent they can in- .

fluence ass1gnmeni of women fo
comb‘it tmiis. -

West § hemo was leaked to Elaine
annc!ly & Cletitel for Mlllt'uy Readi-

niess, a fational secuifty interest ¢ orgaii-

Zatioi in Lwoma Mich.;and a copy was
laxed to my offices. Wesl s memo made
ﬁgquenl 1eie1enw 1o “career opporlu~

nilies” {of woihen, but not onCe dld it -

mention miht'u'y 1equucn’1e11t& _

‘Gen. Goidon R, Sullivan, the Army
chlcf of Stalr,’ was *tway in Butope for
- -Day ceréioniies at the thme, and had

no kiowledge of the memo or'its cons™

tents. When he returned to the Penta-

gon and' learnéd of the nine- page ‘Mis-

sive, he reportédly “hit the roof,” and
immediately confronted his nominal
boss. .

In the ensuing furor, West withdrew
the memo. But Perry couldn’t leave well
enough alone and ordered Sullivan and
West to come to negotiatod agreement.

That settlement, first reported by Asso-
cm[cd Press on July 23, was a compro-

mise tliat. should please no one.
Suflivar field the line on opening up

arlillery positions in MLRS, and pro-

tected aviation billets in special opera-

s-alr defense arttl-:

tions. But West g,ot his way conoelnmg- ;"

wonlen aviatots in air cavalry units, and
in headquarters for combat engineer,

special operations and divisional air "
defense artillery. Sullivan either

couldn’t or wouldn’t stick to his guns.

Some Army officials called the com-
promise “what’s best for the Army and
combal effectivencss.” But { don’t buy
that, '

In many cases, Donnelly points out,
woien are not trained to the same physi-
cal standards as men. Donnelly, amem-

“ber of the presidential commissioned

that studied the igsue throughout 1992,

o stiesses that “all theievidence shows that
An the unforgiving environment of close

combat, femalesoldiers do not have an
equal.opportunity to survive, or to help

fellow soldiers sutvive,”
My testimony before the commission,

based on personal combat experience
and suppoited by scholarly research,
argued that “male bonding (like fernale
bonding) is-gender-specific, and is a key
aspect-of unit cohesion. Disiupt the
bonding by introduciiig imembers of the

-other sex. and'crac’ks-iin' the cohesive ar-

mor-appear.”
In all, 30,000 battlefield jobs are now

newly opefied to womeh.:

West waits to inttoduce co-ed basic

tratning in the Army, and urges efforts
~1o “enhance [mixed-jgender cohesion”

as a means to “open wery challenging
positions for female soldiers.” He ar-

gued recently in a New York Times in- .

terview that “everyone in this country
iz-entitled to an opporlunity to serve and

‘should be given that opportunity,” He
added that “the Army s a war-fighting
“entity that exists to fight and win the

nation’s wars, So the question,” West

says, “is how to best utilize the avail- :
able resources to do the latter with the

least compromise of the former,”

| shiprequirement ls an interest in”

Some Army officials called the

conipromise “what’s best for

the Army and combat effective-
ness.” But I don’t buy that.

““Sadly, the secretary has.it-backward.

However well intentiened histhoughts, RIPCORD ASSOCIAT ION
the Army is not-an “entitlement pro-
gram,” and the best social engineering

b wlll not produce lhe best mllnai y mad:-
" neéss condition: National secirity must

come first, at the expense of individual

' -1lphis if need be, to ‘produce the best
commmon defonse of Ametioa,

1 urge you to write or call your elected
representatives as well as Senator Sam
Nunn, D-Ga,, chairman of the Senate

Ar Hed Scwlccs Corfimittes. Ask them

why the committee has not had a hear-
ing on the issue of women in combat
for over three years. With chaos at the
Pentagon, serious conigressional over-
sight is long overdue.

Serving the'nation is not an individual
right, or the right of"any particular group.

Service to the nation is a dity, a sacred

obligation, and itis a.privilege and honor
to be called (o setvice, When we forget
or ignore this fundamental distinction,
when we begin treating military service
like welfare or any-other social program,
we can kiss ournational security good-
bye.

DETAILS, DETAILS

* The Ripeord :Report is still
published and mailed FREE OF
CHARGE to members of the as-
sociation, There are no member-
ship dues,and:the only member-

the Batle of Ripcord and the vet-
cranis who served there.

" To covel publlshmg costs we
'oly solcly on YOUR CONTRI-
BUTTONS.

Submissions of articles,
-retrospectives, book reviews, and
- other items of interest are encour-

aged. Pleasetinclude return post-
‘age for items (photographs, etc)
that you want back. ’
Unless otherwise protected by
copyright, newsletter articles
thay be reprinted with appropri-
ate credit. '
Please make checks or money
orders payable to:
RIPCORD or.

hfc-n:m:.qﬂ«-::,c::mmjfrv <=z} m-ﬂ"';‘-"’"'!ff"‘::m m_m'f\ IR ’=‘f»~;= m!tn.;::«f—'::ﬂim fﬁlﬂiﬁ"‘—:" ”‘th'- m%mﬁm#m«:“:mm
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Chip Collins (B, 2/506)
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Frank Marshall (A, 2/306)
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- Contributin g_LdlLOlj _
John “Custer” Mihalko.
(Reeon, 2/500)

R‘iy “Blackle” Bl‘\gklmn
(D 2/501).

RIPCORD REUNION *95:.
THE ROCKET RIDGE TOUR
JULY 1995,
DENVER, COLORADO
RESERVE TIME NOW

Details? You want deifuls?
Pllgive you datmls\ TSI
Smith, KP duty.
Harrison, you know those lalf-barrels
down by the latrine?
Marshalt .,
Marshalls gone and DLROSed back to
the world.

S

: bvelybody w1ll receive a REUNlON. _
| INFQRMATION PACKAGE in the
-mail sometime in January. In the mean-
time, call’ Lhuck Hawkins or John
Mitialko, feunjon coordinator, (or write)
to make early reservations, offer sug-
gestions, éte.

“f@@ﬂw&?@@mw’:—? e el s m@tsquwhm@m

Take & brief moment this autumn to remember the start of monsoon season. Wet!
Youwould not believe ... unless you were there slogging around in the muck and mite.
- The 1970 rainy scason was wotse. that most, and. bcgan w1th a typhoon A real
not’easter as they say. But. this sucker.came Jotlmg inona black cloud bank from
Liaos, west of us. For the first week in Octobet the rain fell constantly and heavily--in
all, ncarly 60 inches drenched man and beast alike. That’s over seven inches” per day!
The lowlands flooded. Remember? lalf a million South Vietnamese civilians were
dislocated by rising flood waters, And who was there to help out? You bet, good ol’

-+ 10%st Sereaming Eagles, Wet hens was more like it.

Most of the 2d Battalion, 506th Infantry, remained in the vicinity of Rockel Rldge

- high but not,dry. | guess someone had to stay in the field, guarding against enemy '

infiltration. But I reckon the North Vietnamese were just as miserable,
We (Alpha, 2/506th) were holed up at the base of Hili 506 by the Song O Lau, and
didn’tspot one NVA, Well, maybe one. A body from a shallow, up-river grave was

~washed loose and floafed by out perimster one motning. Got hung up on a branch in
- the middle of the torrent, and swayed there like some 2 am, drunk uatil @ couple of

thump gunners decided to use his corpse for t‘uget practice,
Dogsthat sound gross and despicable? Maybe it does, 1t cett’tmly wash! tthe niftiest
thmg the company ever did. But when | think about 1t, and, if the tablcq had bet,n

reversed, I'm sure Mr. Charleb would have douc thc same f01 us,, R

“War sucks. Tell youn kids,
‘Back to the 1970 monsoons. Seems that thc typhoon and cxua ntlon of mln lnd abit

- of “unofficial” U.S. gover nmcnt wssmtancc, in; Lhc fox m of a CIA sponbOled clouc
.secding experiment.

The operation, wllléh waS lOpOl ted bl 1cﬂy in the m'um mcdna m the c'uly 19805,

.~ was one of those “good ideas” that became excessive, The plan was to time the cloud
- seeding opetation with the auwal of the MoNsoons as. they traveled east ovel North

Vietnamese sanctuaries and base areas in Laos and the A Shau Valley.

--No.one thought there might be a typhoon. . ..
_+Lcan just iinagine a CIA operative hunkered down in a nice villa in Samg:,on sclymg to

N lmself “Flood those [explétive deleted’s] out of their bunkers like so many clrown((d
rats.” Which, of course, is probably what happened to a lot of the enemy, but it also
happened to a lot of us and the friendly civilian populace. Needless to say, the source
of the extra rainfall was kept secret at the time.

A lot of other wonderful things happened in the rain, but wo'lf save those stories for

.- anothet time,

Peace be.with you. Currahee,
Chuck Hawkins, L.Z Oaklon

. Marshall? Aww, heek, |

¥ [~ an

=~ The nlght has a theusand eyes,
And the day but ene;. - 1

Yetihe, lij,ht of the bright world clu,s, 1
- With the dying sun.

F INANCIAL
CONTRIBUTIONS
o Gary Jestes

John, Bowman .
. Chip. Collins .
" Kenneth Ilamllton

Ihc mmd has a thousand cycs, N
“And {he hearl but onel
Yet the light of a whible 111a dies,
When love is done.

“Light,” Stanza 1 and 2; By Francis
William Bourdillon (1852-1921)

| rtetps pay for postage and printing)
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Dem Aitbome Hawkins, ' :
Tust anote to touch base with Fire Base Rlpcmd to see ifit is

still being m'umed My last 1,11])00_1_(] Report was No, 32, July -
- 'moping it is still going strohg and that my name

1992 .,
was madvel tently dlopped ﬂom yom list. T miss the J_(,_pgm

Report.
Thanks,

Paul “Doc” Greauk
Hollywood, Fla.

Dear Chuck

1 got yout narhe from Jack Wlihite (Cf2- 506) who {'met
thiough _Plodl_gy oli- line compulel service while going through-
their veteran’s bulletin board. During our conversation, he

‘mentioned the Ripeord Associatioti and your old unit.

T was with Bravo, 2/506th in 68 -’69, T was WIA by an RPG

on 25 May 1969 wliile 6n a combat’ opetatlon in the A Shau

Valley. I was medevaced to Japan hnd the U.S,, aiid never saw
the unit again. In 1971 I relurned to Vietnam and sewchilh_ :

Division Advnemy Team 60 (‘)lh ‘ARVN Div.), MACV.

In 1987, I came dcross my old CO (Cedil Kalealuia) while 1
was in Heidelberg, Germany. He was an 0-6 and the deputy
mllltaly comniunity commander. We had a nice visit trying to
“recall hembers of the comp'my I“unny, we Imd no troublé re-

membclmg 1hc dead oncs *Ihe uames of’ nnny who lived o8- '

caped us,
In 1989, [ was mechcﬂly teured and ati pal‘tlally chsabled
Currahee,
fJack,(IraVcs .
Su‘}ﬁrnéi} WA

Dear Chuck,

Sotry that I fell out of the loop regarding your association.
But funds have been tight these past few years, though I am
now getting my Tead out of Watel~—so to speak.

I have enclosed some funds, and would like:to be on tlle lmll-

©ing list for the newsletter, ] miss it--smile!

] read your-article in the Junc 94 Military,-very good Whon '

" you add what is in Congress Tight now, and the Clinton adrmin-

istration (and his appointees) our country will be set back for-

¢ years, and | think possible peril from outside aggression. To

" me--Clinton afid < company want isolationism, ‘through a str pped

~and hollow’ mnhtaty fmce Enough. No naed to convert, the

_ Rabbi--gmile.

~ Well, my book is now due out in Aug,ust, ahd 1 can’t wait. To
be honest, what started out as a labor of fove; damn near encled
in a divorce because of hateled--sm:le o

P -

INCOMING

‘wkj{w.mm}wmﬂ eson m#ﬁm*ﬁmw mkf::ymﬂa}‘;

Il close, Linclosed are a couple ofﬂyels leg,zuding the book,
¢ ete. Take care,
" Dad‘tranh,
James “Sneaky” White
Vacaville, Calif.

THE LAOTIAN HIGHWAY PATROL

During the Vietnam War, from 1968 to 1971, there was a'U.S.
Atiny Cobra helicopler unit known as the Griffins--4th Bn.,

" 77th Artillery (ARA), operating in the area of South Vietnam
just below the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), and home-based at
‘Camp Evans, Many of their missions were flown into L.aos.
Pilots from this unit and others that’ ‘flew into Laos on a regular
basis werp given apaich destgmtmg lhem members of “The
Laolmn !llg,hWay Patrol.”

A book <¢alled The L otian Highway; PEL_QJ, by Tames A, White,

“Jt., i$ currently in production. Mt. Whité, known to the Grif-

fins as “Sneaky,” was one of the pilots of this group from 1970

101971 atid his sérvice included the battle of Ripeord. This

" “battle, along with other helicopter battles ahd stories, is dis-

cussediin (his historical novel. I you would like to place your

-~ nanie'on the rescrvation list for purchasé of 4 copy (you will be

~notified wheithe book is released and its pri¢e), send name
and address 16!

" ¥eterans About Face

: | TEE—S[—IIR"I"'SI’ECIAL!

Teeshirt; ]1g,ht blue with farge, fout<color replica of Laotlan
Ilighway Patrol patch on front is available for a %14 50 dona-
“tion to!’
Vetérans About Face
"3579°B. Foothill Blvd,, #246
: .P’iSﬂdCllEl, CA 91107 " non- ploﬂt otg, -
j ' fed; tax 1D, 77- 02547’97
- Ihl‘i patch iwas worn by helicopter
"~ pitots who flew missions into Laos
from South Vietnam, Please specify
'yout Slze S, M, L, XL, XXL

\ HIG HWAY
PATROL,

4 el ki e e i
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Cav
Continued from pégé I ..

search and clear operation in an aréa
neat FSB Bariett, which had been the
target of he'wy ar tlllery and aer 1"1I lockei
ar Llllcty ‘bombardnient on the pr cwous
day, discoyered 34 NVA dead and cflp~
tured oie 30 mlibm machine gun.
August 19--In contmued opcmtmns
fuound FSB B"u*nett “Strike Force”
troopefs of Co. B 2d Bn, (Ambl) 502d
Inf, engaged an esllm 1lcd enemy cofn-
paity with small arms ‘fire and called for
arlillery suppoll aerial rocket 11t11!ety
and Air Force air strikes 1esultmg in25
NVA killed and oie enemy soldier de-
tained. In addition, 12 AK-47 rifles, two

RPG hunchels and various enemy supv- L

plies were oaplulcd

August 22--More: than 12 000
Screaming Eagles and members of com= * -
mands in northern Military Reglon b
were (reated to 90 mintes of singing
and dancing by séven Ametican beau-
ties as they watched the Miss America-
USO Show 1970 at Bagle Gntertainment. -

Bowl, Camp Lﬂ;sle [Featored in- the pro-

gram ‘were Michigan’s: Paniela Anng

B ldled Miss Anerica 1970; Miss Alas

banta, Ann Fowldr; Miss North Caro~ .
lina, Patsy Johnson; Miss Oregon, Mais
garet Huhta; Miss' California, Susan
Anton; Miss Co]olado Andria Baston;

and Miss Tenricssee, May Cox.

August 23--"Curfahees™ of the: 3d Bh y
(Ambl.), 506th Inf., fresh fiom operas-

tions in (;unbocha and the Republic of

Vietnam’s Military. Reglon 2, today re- .

|omecl thie 101st Airborne Divisioni(Air-

moblle), thcu mncnt unit. Maj. Gen. "

llennessey was oi hand to greet L1, Col.
John E. Maltlmg, cominander of the 3/
‘ 506111 and hi “Stand A]one” battalion
upon theu artival at Phu Bai aertal port.
August 26--Cobra helicopters from
the 4th Bn. (Ambl), 77th Altlllely
(ARA), flying: support hissiotis for'the
15t Infantry Division (ARVN), killed 26
enemy ‘soldiers and destroyed caches
and st'zgmg sttes i1 Thua Thien Pr ov-
ifice nedt FSBO’Rellly.

August 3{--Aircraft from B Trp., 2d
Sqdn, (Ambl:y, 17th Cav., while [lying
support missions in an area near FSB

Barnett killed 11 NV A soldiers and de-
suoyed an enemy bunker complex.

September 8--Helicopters from:C
Biry., 4th- Bn. (AmbE), 77th Artillery
(ARA), kitled 20 encmy soldiers In-ac-
tion near FSB-O'Rellly. A 12,7mm ina-
chine gun was also captu:ed as a tesult
of the operation.

* September 14+--In-othet Action involv-
ing the 4th Bn, (Atibl), 77th Antitlery
(ARA), near FSB ©Reilly, helicopters
from Baatteries A and C killed 10NVA
soldiers.

September 19--While conducting
aerial récohnaissance patrols ih the vi-

cinity of FSB O’ Reilly,aircraft from the

2d'Sqdn, (Ambl.), 17th Cav., engaged
an Unknown-size enemy force kllllng 19
NVA and destroying an enemy bunker.

‘September 25-w1icontinued aerial ro-

connaissance:patrol activity, gunshipsof - |
the 24 Sqdu (Aimbl); 17ih Cav, en- |
gaged and killed 11 NVA: in: V'uious s
: contaots thlouglmut the day, :
September 28--Helicopters ofthe'2d _
- Sqdu. (Ambl) I'Tth Cav., and Air Force.
Caiteraft engaged an estimated enemy
~eompany killing 29 NVA soldiers and. --|.
o defstroymg an enemy hut south of 'SB
- Hist. :
September ?9-»13[911161115 of the 2d
-Sqdin, (Aibl.), 17th Cav., and- the 4¢h
B (AmbL), 77th At tllery (ARA) and
- AirForcejets engagedan unknowwsxze .
jenemy fosee, killing 14 NVA soldiers, 1.
< October T+-Brig;-Gen; Olin B. Sm[th,'_.f .
assistant division- comm’mdcr, Was.pro- -
- igted to- hig prosent rank during cer- I
emonies.at Canip Lagle Maj. Gen.
- Hennessey, commandmg general.ofthe,
- 101st, and Brig, Gen, Pham Van Phu,
- commanding generalofthe:1st: Infantry

Division (ARVN), pinned the stars on
Brig: Gen: Sitiith before a gathering of
fel]ow offcels ahd g,uests '

This artmle ot |gmally qppcﬂved in- ch—
dezvous With Destiny, Fall 1970, a pub-

lication of the 104 st Airborre Divislon

{Airmobile), and was provided:courtesy
of Geotige Pourchot(Delta Co., 1st B,
306U HIE) Although it 'reads like the
PR (public relations) piece it Is;, it does
chionicle some of the post-Ripeord ac-

tivity it the ]015t area of Operauons -

E dltor

o ot e e o e S S T S At

HISTORICAL PAC T S
&
MILITARY TRIYIA

Guided Glide Bomb

Fifty years ago, on September 6, 1944,
the Navy dwarded a contract to
MecDorinéll Aireraft for developihentof
the Gargoyle or LIBD-1, a radio-con=
trolled low-wing gliding bomb fitted
with a rocket booster and designed for
use with carrier-based aircraft,

V-2 Strik_es Paris, London

On Septembel 8, 1944 the first German '
V-2 rockets were 1l ted in comibat. The

first steuck aParis suburb, and exploded

a fow hours fater London was 1oc1<ed

tby a V 2 exploswn
‘_-’Army Hlll ricane IIunters '

K "U 8 Almy Al Foree fliers made the first -
* sucoessful flight into the eye ofa hurti-

caie ol Sept 14, 1944, The d'mg,,elous
misston didn’ t involve combdt bui a

| quest for scieritific data. The aviators
| weie Col. Tloyd B. Wood, Maj. Ilauy

-~ Wexler and Lt. Frank Reckord. * ‘They
.ﬂew W Doughs A-20.

- 'Wingless Mwsnlcs, Pilotless Aircraft

Bug Gen. W, A. Bordei, cluef of the

- New Developments.Division of the War

Departmett; announced in Septembel
1944, that the Ordnance Office would
develop wingless ballistic-type missiles
and the Army Air Force would work
toward pilotless aircraft-type miqsﬂes
Ordnance and the AAF would mutually
cooperate to develop war hc'\cls for both

aircraft, and other related equlpmcnt

Alsoin Septembel the Army Alr Foree

_\accclgrqted dwelopment of the JB-2
tobot bomb, Ihe futuristic’ weapon’s

destgn was fnspir ed by the German V-
I, thal tenorlzed Londonels C'll[lCI in

_tbc qu

Som ce; Amgmutlcs and Asti onagugs,

"1915-1960, Eugene M, Emine, National

Aeronautics and Space Admnmu ation,
Washmgton D. C 1961,



Rll’C()Rl) T ELD TURNING

POINT - .
(C) By Chatles T. Hawkins

The following is exire acted [ om my up-
coming book, The Battle of Iire Base
Ripeord: Chay lic: Oscar’s SLOW

Silitﬂlm.wiuh;qmic_tigu
S T

Asthe ‘;1056: ol Rlpcon (l cndcd Hs sec-
ond week, U.S, and North Vletname%
forces were locked
m whdt secmed a 4
vice- grip, each, con;
testing the other Tor
vital pieces of key
terrain--hitl- -mass
1000 west of
Ripeard and Hilk805
o the southe%l AL
thls time, commLL” \
mcnt of IO]‘;l com-
bat (roops. was.at a..
Ingll poini, . L

Alpha Blavo dnd_.
Charlié companies N
of the 2d Bn,, 501si
Inf. . (Geropimo),
p[us the battalion
Reeon I’latoon un-
del wmm'md of Lt
Col. Otls Lmngslon
were wmkmg
;uound Lhc reyerse,
westetn slopes of
'Ihl] IOOO Thelr mis-
sion; roof the enemy .
ouf of theit buukelq and ILIICVL the })1'@_51
sure ol Rlpcm A,

Atthc ‘samc\umc Delta (/ompany of
1. wmg;,stop s, bdtt’lhon lml béen placed
undlet the opuauoual contr o] (OP(‘ON)
of the 2d. Bn., 506th lnl‘ (Cuuah '”)_,
,comlmn(lecl by LL, Col. AndleL Lticas,
who was respolisible for Rlpcm d’s de-
fenses. Delta, 2/501st, known as Delfa
Rajders, was commanded by Capl.
Ch "slophu C. Sttaub logethu WII,h
m y_wmpany (A/Z 506) we had attacked
and seized Hill §05 011 July 12th, I,ucas
had Straub dig in arid defend the moun-
tain lop, keeping it free of enemy ob-

"\‘i‘f;g—_-,,p:_:‘:';::"\ mhfm'::;tﬂ"' 6

:_.;@p{mc:::hr::?"‘:‘fﬂw:;%

Servers and mor I.Flt l ire ag,alns‘t Rtpcm d.
On.the 13th I was directed into the val-
ley running southeast of Ripeord,
around the.base of Hill 805,

The Necth Vietnamese: took a dim
view of our presence, and launched bru-
tal night attacks against Li]l 805 begin-
ning on- the . 12th: and: not ending until
DeltaRaiders were ground down to:half-
strengthiand extracted-on;the [7th, - But
we are getting ahead ef our story,

T m QMELILLLQ ,aLi liilJ,LQDQ
bo Fan the c!uai of icnsm O[)platls)lls ol'
my ¢ and Straub’s. c_olnpanms”un,cim 24

506111 conluol, dl]d Ahe 21501 st«mmus op
eration against Hill 1000;hadbeensuc-
cessful in putting great pressure on the
enemy . July L4thrwas, perbaps; the high
point of Amesican opcrations-against the

M]ttﬁ:lchtﬁd enemy ‘n:the vwmity of
Ripeord; - S,

4:The day 5 mmdemuq |m clawn bcu
ginnings-en Hill 805 presaged othgrvio-
lent actions,
Colonel. L,wmgslon S Rc,con Pl'noon

ran into contact with an unknown size

enemy force at first light. Moving north,
toward the western slope of Hill 1000,
the 2/501st scouts engaged three to five

enemy at 40 meters, Then,all hell b’rok’e
loose as enemy small arms and RPG fire
from concealed bunkers ripped into
Geronimo’s recon soldiers. .

The f|5hl was over qumkly (;unslnps
Ilom Char hc Battery, 4th Battalion, 77th
/\OI |a] Rockct AlL:Ilcty (AI{A) amved
combwi powu' 0 de [ oy one bunkel 'mcl
permit the Recon Platoon to pu] [ back.
But thcle was. a prlce to pay: mne U.s.
{1 oopets were e wounded in the exclmngc

The Sub'sequ ent. mec[cvac requirement
compoundcd mallpts 1"01 the scouls. ic
lust,1 ll]}sf,lll wacuactlon look pldu,
wnhoulahilch but at 0912 hopts A sec-
ond g,hoppel Look a ciozen tounds of 30
* caliber fire ‘and was
“forced down (and
later leOVGlbd) A
third medcvac suf-
fered a sumlal late,
. but managcd to stag-

- to a landing on
_ A fou:th

ChOp])Gl waq tmwlly

successful
B About the same
llmc, 011 the olhcl side
ol the AQ,, Stldle s
'company, with some

. of Delta. Ralclets wait-
Cing,. iheir in, for

medical evacuation,

obsclved enemy .51

caliber fire coming
_.fl_om the low ground

south of Ripeord, Di-
rected toward
Ripcord, the heivy
machine gun fire was
probably meant to

kuock down’ one of the medevac hucys

‘f]}’ll'lg ovelhmd Stlaub radioed foran
air sfe 1kc, mtenclmg to hdp Rlpcmd 5
de _enclcls, but other more mgcnt mat-

tct€ dclayc(l this action,
, Mmutecs alter the 51 C’llll)el sngrhtm;,,

Ahree 75mm 1%01[1055 11FIc rounds
_-1ocl<ccl the north portion of Rlpc,oul s
_perimeter, There were no i injuries, but it

signified th’lt the cnemy was not letting

up..

Neither was Col, meysston As air

Continued on next page ...
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Turning Point eontiuued

st 1kes bombed and blflsted enemy po-
sitions where his. Recon Plateon had

been engaged, his rifle companies : -

pressed on: toward Hl 1000, Alpha.

Company leading on:the ‘left,. Bravo .

trailing: on the right, Charlle Compfmy
held:in reserve:

~Sometinie around noon the Gelommo L
rifle companies passed. the areaof |
Recon’s firefight,and were labotingup -, .
thé reverse slope-of Hill 1000:in stags |

gered formation.. Bravo, Company’s

peint team flushed the ﬂl:St,(].Llal,ﬁ’y,.: At '
1325 hours- Bravo's. lead. platoon en-

gaged:an enamy .3 | caliber machine gun

ina bunker at 50; meters, klllmglts tluoe~ .

man crews .

Other enemy soldlex's letumed I"u e,
and. despite swift employment of ARA
and attillery fire, Bravo lost aman kitled.

aid: b woanded. Bravo’s advance

AlphaiCompany, however, forged
ahead. Théy had nearly teachied:the crest

ihg someswhat easier.

At 1430 hours the 3d Bug'idc [OC '1t o
Samp-Bvans. received a-dour message . .
from: Livingston’s' CP “We: have had: -

four wounded: in Alpha € ompany due
1o ARA [friendly: fire]. '
“ Alpha Company had metthe enemy

two NVA in foxholes, who were dis-:..|--
. patched.by hand grenades and rifle fire.
.But intense return fire of other enemy
- pinned.them to.the ground, where mis-

placed 40mm: grenades, fired from

- above by supporting cobras, felled four
:Gerenimos. Enemy 82mm mortar five
~then found the range, and Alpha Com- .
pany-backed off to allow, another set of |
air strikes 4o go-in. ' '

: L’guthest Advance Ug; Hiil IOOOls '
Jm n,ed Bagk -

; No one. could have known it then, not

U.S, or.North. Vietnamese chains-of-

o comm'md :but the high pomt ofAmen-

- can.efforts against the encir clmg, enemy .
- had just beoen. passed. 1t was a defining |
motment that.was pomlydef ned, ostin_ )
 the. onganized chaos that atiends com- |

bat, and.ili remembered, But the factle-

- - mains that from lmd-'iﬂelnoon on Fues~
slalled:as air strikes and medevacs were. ...
suminohed over the radio:Livingstonls . .

ther up Hill 1000 than had Alpha Com-

pany, 2/501st, and without control of . |
-, thatkey terrain; the bqttle could notbe . |

of Hjll'1000-and movementthrough the .- '

thiek jungle underge ewth S WAS: bcoom—a T

WO

would 2

Copy[ [ght (C) 1993 Chdrle‘;F H‘kaln‘s"? ‘

e e e L e L U e s e L

RIPCORD -REPORT WILL BE PUB-

LISHING THE ASSOCIATION MEM-
BERSHIP LIST IN FUTURE ISSUES,
KEEP YOUR EYES PHELED, TOR
OLD " FRIENDS ' 'AND
ACQUAINTENCI‘S

. KNOW, ANYONE WHO SHOULD
 BELONG. TO THE ASSOCIATION?

SEND HIS OR HER NAME TO:
CHUCK''

fIAWKINS 1I614

Afthe 141,11 was ahigh pomt 1t was hot

thedast highlight of the siege. The battle,
“which could not now be won, could stijl
-be lost--terribly, concluewely lost But_ a

DONATIONS ARE WELCOME! it

_ MEMBER, THE NEWSLETTER .
. DOESN’T PUBLISH ITSELF FOR
| FREE. EACH TIME YOU RECEIVE
AN ISSUE 1T COSTS ABOUT 30-
" CENTS PER PERSON, OR ABOUT
$100OVERALL .,

. AND ‘l'uAT ONLY
CQUNTS EXPENSES FOR PAPER,

| COPYING AND MAIL ING
day, July-14, no umtwould wclva,nce far- |

o RlPCORD REUNION. 95

'ONl »-YDAR ("OUNTDOWN

Stalt clearmg up next summel s

..schedule to.allow some time (o, get to
“:gethet with: fignds, [‘lmlly 1nc1 fellow
- Ripcord veterans at: the 25-year reunion.

Tolmtwe locauon Colo:ado at.the foot-

_hillg: of the. Roeky Mountams eutsude of"

Denver--a “Rogcket.Ridge” sort of place.
- More infor mauon in the next. 1ssuei
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"EDITOR’S HISTORY CORNER -

Dept. of the Atmy

HEQ, 2d BN (Ambl) 506th INF
APO San Francisco 96383
Unit History, March 1971

Aﬂ'é] diffienlt fighting frém 12 March t6 9 Apitl, Ripeord’s
hclghtremamed unocesipied by the Cirfrahées. Buton 16 April
“Charlie (“ompany, under the temporary command of Ist L.
Chr les H'iWk]llS secured the hill “in squad column first and
then on line.” There Was no enemiy resistance.--Editor -

Qontinucg! j_mm Nl_)_._?g_]_

Chul tie Company dug in on thu hill the first month and Bravo
Company worked even harder on the defense the second month.’

The fire base tccewcd mcommg mottar IOUI]dS on several oc-
casions, but casualtles were light and pr ogress' was not lmm—
pered. lhe tlmely ar uval of cobla gunship resulted in the de-
strugtion of several enemy mor tar tubes and ciews. ‘Through-
out the lemamdel ‘of Ap111 ‘the b'itt'lllon kaed aggtcsswcly
around Ripcord, Alplm and Delta ¢ompanies engagéd he oi-
emy in scattered contacts south of the fire base, resulting n
four NVA dead. Brave-Company, commanded ow by Capt.

Bill Williams, assumed control of Rlpcot‘d o 12 May and
Chatlie' Cofmpany combat assaulted into an LZ cast of the fire ™

base. The successes in May mllmlly went to (,apt Rolll on 8
men in Delta.
Troti the 7th vntil the 11th, Delta Company cngagcd the en-

emy who'weére it heavily' fortified positions along the Ko Va,
L2 Dut rdge ling' south of Ripéord, The renémy fell back as

Delfa dttvanced. On 11 'May intense enemy motfar fire forced
Delta’ C‘Ompdny to withdraw. Skillflly employing air strikes
oni koW enenly locations, Capt. Rotlison and the PAC (for-
ward'air control) pilots’ from Camp Evans pinpointed and de-
suoyed many eneny f01 tti‘ muons 'md aft untold numbel of
the enemy,

The Recon Platoon, now led by st Lt. Michael Doyle, was
not to be denied their success either, On 26 May and again on

28 May, their stealth and alertness paid off, Four NVA fell

from M=16'fire and oneNVA was taken prisoner.
Dmmg the month nymerous bupkar complexes and cache

: 'sltes were locatcd fand’ dostr oyed Captured enemy materiel, -
documents.and cquipment increased as ihe “Best -of the "

“'Cunahees cbnlmued lheu opel ations in fomgelly NVA-con-
trolled territory. '
During the month ¢f June the batlahon opeér dtions contlnued
relatively unopposed Alpha Lompany, now comm’mdcd by
~Capt. Charles: Hawkins, engaged the. enemy. or two occasions,
west and southwest of Ripcord. Adter Dbrief contact the enemy

fled..On.16 Juine Alpha Company: :I‘SSUIHBCI contr ol of Fire Base -

o Re1lly from the ARVN, and Deltat epi'wed Bravo on Ripeord,

Chatlie Company, now led by Capt. Tlhomag Hewitt, achieved -

the: most success. dumng June, accouniting for three NVA dead.
Alpha Company recetved one Chieu Hoi'on Fire Base O’Reilly
on 21 June.

Durin g the latter part of June it became apparent that the NVA
were preparing for a large offensive in the Ripeord area. Inter-
cepted enemy radio transmissions, captired documents and

‘agent reports all indicated that Ripoord was due to-come under

attack soon, We all felt destiny pushing at our-backs. There
was little we could do exeept prepare to'mest it bravely,

On 30 June 3d Brigade received an intelligence report that
indlcated that Ripcord would comeunder attack by | July:'The
information was quickly forwarded to Lt. Col. Lucas on the

" fire base. 1f it were true, the fire base didn’t have much to worty

about. It was the base in'[ Corps, wasn’t it? The bunkers with
connecting figliting positions were well fortified -and every-
thing was deeply under the ground. If the enemy wanted a fi ght
the Currabees would certaluly give it to thenn,

The companies in the fleld were of greater concern since Lhey
existed in amore exposed environment. Yet they were all con- -

* fidént, wary, but confident. Wasn’t this the reason that the bat-

talion had drlven deep into the mountains? To meet the ens
emy? To take the fight to his backyard 'md defeat lnm? Cer-
tainly, And we were going to do just that, "

< Adpha Company was still on Fire Base'Q’Reilly, Delta Com-

 pany was seciiring Ripeord, Bravo was operating southwest of
" the fire base and Charlie Company was securing Hill 902:1o the
“southwest. The-battalion Recon Platoon was operating ona wide

front northieast, east and seutheast ofithe fite base; The ticho

‘Company mortars had six tubes on Ripcord and three. on

O'Reilly, The mortar erews-worked -around the: cleck firing
defensive targets during’ the -night:and. “moeventent?” prepara-

* tions during the day. The 2/506th bad invested two and a half

months: of labor on Ripeord, and an estimated $50 000 worth

- of defeisive wire had beeii 1did,

'On several edeasions eneimy: sappers had attempted to: mﬁl-
trate the peiinigter at Ripéord; only to fail: One captured docu~ -
ment stated that 22 menbeis of sapper recon: teams had died
whilé attempting to breach the wire duringreconnaissance mis-
sions, A ground attack against Ripeord would be suicidal, or
would it?

To be continued ...

YOU ARE A PART
OF HISTORY!
'YOU MADE HISFORY
AT RIPCORD,
NOW YOU CAN MAKE
HISTORY AGAIN, :
. ATTHE |
25th YEAR ANNIVERSARY
RIPCORD REUNION '95
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Report from World War One

FINAL REPORT OF GEN. JOHN J. PERSHING

Seventy-five years ago, nearly 10 months after the end of the
First World War, Gen, John J. “Blackjack” Pershing presented
his final report of the American Expeditionary Force effotts
in that war to the Secrctary of War of the United States, Pub-

lished in booklet form in 1920, these are Pershing’s opening
remarks.~~Editor

General Headquariers American Expeditionary Forees, Sep-
tember 1, 1919.
To the Secretary of War,
Sir: [ have the honor {o submil herewith my final report as
Commander-in-Chief of the American Expeditionary Forces
Jin Europe. '

PARTI
'PERIOD OF ORGANIZATION

1. T assumed the duties of this office on May 26, 1917, and,
accompanied by a small staff, departed for Furope on board
 the S. S, Baltic May28. We arrived at London on June 9 and,
-after spending some days in consultation with the British au-
{ thorities, reached Paris on June 13.

2. Following the rather earnest appeals of the Allies for
American troops, it was decided to send to France, at once,
one complete division and nine newly organized regiments
of Engineers. The divigion was formed of regular regiments,
necessary transfers of officers and men wete made, and re-
cruits were assigned 1o increase these units to the required
strength,

The offer by the Navy Dcpm tment of one regiment of Ma-
rines to be reorganized as Infantry was accepted by the Sec-
retary of War, and it became temporatily a part of the First
Division.

Prior to our entrance into the war, the regiments of our small
army were very much scattered, and we had no organized
units, even approximating a division, that could be sent over-
seas prepared to take the field. To meet the new conditions of
warfare an entirely new organization was adopted in which
our Infantry divisions were to consist of four regiments of
Infantry of about treble their original size, three regiments of
Artillery, 14 machine gun companies, one Engineer regiment,
one Signal battalion, one troop of Cavalry, and other auxil-.
lary units, making a total strength of about 28,000 men.

End of section,

. Weapons of the Past

GREEK FIRE: ANCIENT NAPALM

The- terror weapons of theirday,

 Greek fite has come Lo élicompass a

-grouping of inflammiable mixtures that

“burst info ﬂqme on-gontact with airor.
- Fowater, or were ignited by the.sun’s

| heat. Variants were probably known

| before the birth of Christ, and anearly _:

description was' provided: by Juliug

Alricanvs ipethe (hird century A.D. AL -

though exact formulations have not

sutvived, various combinations. in-

cluded piteh, naphtha, niter and.sulfur
along with lesser substances, and in

later centuries saltpeter and:tutpeiline -
‘The crusaders ealled

were kngwn, :
these flery mixtures Gréek five and

wild: fire, which Muslimdefenders .
used effectively at the siege of Acre.
(1189<91), and were apparently em- -~

ployed by botl] sides at Mansu;a
(1250).

Greek fire, accurately so called, was

-.special, It was a closely guarded secret

of the Byzantine Greeks, developed by

g Syrian architect named Kallinokos
“(Callinicus) for Emperor Constantine.

Pogonatus (Constantine [V) at a time

. when Lonshnhnopk was threatened by -
‘Saracen invasion (668-679), Usédasa - -
“naval or land weapon, Greek fire ignited

explosively when wetted, This force,
combined with water pressure, pr opellcd
brass conlainers of Greek fire from si-

phons (wooden tubes) mounted on the o
prows of warships. The dry land vari= -
ant was contained in glass balls or crock- -
ery, which were hurled at attackers:

much like present~day grenades, :
When Greek fire struck a Muslim ship
and its crew, or was splattered from for-

tress defenses upon [adder-climbing at-
tackers, the substance caused horrible -

butns. Water could not extinguish i,
and only made matters worse. The se-
éret ingredient, some researchers sus-
pect, was quicklime, which releases

- -enetgy -in water.. Others believe the
" hidden key was a distillate fraction of
petroleum, We may never know.

' Unlike othertérror weapons of their
time (the crossbow, gunpowder weap-

ons, stbmarines and torpedoes,’

cylindro-conoidal artillery shells and

. shrapnel;atomic bombs), the secret of
Greek fireremains hidden in the un-
:chscoverecl pages of history, Its prac-
tical-use in-defense of walled cities and

- fortifications apparentty waned with

. ihe wdvcnt of::gunpowder weapons,
" which: gould. stand off at distances

- greater than the range of siphons and

‘pummel fortrésses into rubble.
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Twenty-«Five ’Yéar
Annwersar‘y'
- Stay tuned lor o
) iu.rt,he.r-- details.
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