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RIPCORD
ADHEN BILN PIIU
OR KIIE SANII?

CAMP LAGI E, PHU BAI Ve,
July 23, 1970 -Fife, Suppml Base
Ripéord was cvacuated by airmobile ex-
iraction {oday as enemy gunneis fifed
salvoca olmotlar shells, mcku mcndcles
ald tdtoimatic weapon flre af departling,
1015t Afrborne Division troopers. In one
of the Most coutageous air operations
in Lhe wal, aviators gunued theit-chop-
pms under the barrels of eremy weap-
ong'to. pull the beleaguered Screaming
sadle divisio’s men to the safcty of
their lowkand base canip: :
Despite 23 days of Nmth Vletnamesc
'7516ge ‘operalions: rtgamsi thecoutpost,
deep in thé rigged rain forestof west-
drir Nam Hoa district of “Thua Thien
~provirice, the G.Lsand their Teadets were
iivremar Kably godd pirits. Senfortolfi-
fcinlq éstinvated that a-divisionksizeiloree
oI NVA regafars had been dealt a orip-
- pling Blow, through-aetial and artillery
bombardment and:-iii/ numérons fire

P 1endly logsés were deqcllbed lasr se
vere.” R i
. As the deadly siege wore on, senior
- division officers grew concerned-bver
- its possible effects:on the American pulb-
- tic. According to one official.report, just
" released, one of the “additional Factors
- of critical i importance in the decision to
" close Ripcord were the domestic and
: foréign’ pohtm] iiplications of another
T U.S. fitebasé’ undclgomg a:Khe Sagh
~or Dien3ien Phu siege,” Khe Sanh wiis
LaUs. Marite base tlmtcflmt, under cop-
i contrated attack in the early months or
' Continued on page 5.

“fights supported- by attack: helicd(}ters '

_ Sccl etary Melvm L'md Lepol;
- isfaction-avith : Gen, Wheeler

VIETNAM WAR
25 YEARS AGO-

SAIGON O(‘t 4, 1)69~—Ge11 Latle

‘Wheeler, chairinan of the Joint Chiefs

of Staff; visited top W.S. Army Military
Assistance Commiand, Vietnam, plan-

ners today to- ingpect-arrangements to

turn conduct of the ground war com-
plelely over to:South: Viethamese forces.
The senior officers began. yesterday fo
shilittheletoeas trone goembl ngslaanes
activitiesdo pwvndmg teohmcﬂl trainin g,
attd agsistance, 1

-~ 'WASHINGTON, Oct. 7--]!151 Whltc

Heuse meeting foday, President:Rich-
ardt M, Nixon reassured Laotian Primier
Soltvannah Phouma that removal ol all

North Vietnamese forces from Lags. and

Cambodia.would be. a condition. for
settlement of the Vlctmm War. .
Reports from. Saigon said that Gen,

%.thel'e_l wag departing, satisfied that

“progress in Vietnamization, is being

steadily and: realisticatly, achieved,”

Wheeler cautioned, however, that. U.S,
forees would have to assisl, Lho Lo_mbat

 effort-for “some;time to come.”

(“IllCA(“O Out 8-~V10|em théhes

=W1th pollcc duung a, dcmonstn f1t10n of

members of Sluclults fora Demoma’uc

s,SouLey 1esulted In 40 dllGSl‘i Thc pno—

f_L|tht,” aualgncd for consp:r";c,y fa m-

olte riot.. )
WASI!]NG[ON Ogt.,f) Du[‘eme
tthismt-

Salgon. The “highest pr |or|ty,""he said,

willbe placed on formal new procedures
foroperating in the-field and shifting the
buiden, of fighting. to, the: Azmy of. the
Republic of Vietnam fon,qcs,,Laqu,cg:lletl
Ahe new lllilital'y;tat}ti,c;s “profective

.. Continugd on page. 2.
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‘War-Weary World

chu _
There Today, Gone by 201’57‘?

«Ilm Inni 1l|no lJ.h IUILL‘% Inlun\'puul lu
Haili, they were. there. 19 years, one
month and three days.. Marines landed
in July- 1915, and helped establishand
securgaproteotorate as a hedgeagainst
TBuropean meddling. Things were quiet
for several years, then, at the end of
World War | in 1918, troubles began.
Marines suppressed the Tévélt against
U.S. occupation, and continued "in-
country" until August 1934,

Desert: Storm 117 .

Saddam Hussein still dosen't "getit", In
_recent days, Traqi ttoop movements lo-
wald the Kuwait border have included
a:Republican: Guard divisior, Defense
Sectetary. Willlam: Perry, has called
Saddam's massing of 65,000 troeps 13-
20 miles. from: Kuwait "not typical . of
what we seen in the past”. ..
In response, the U.S: aireraft.cartier
George Washingtorhas been sent o the
Perslan, Gulf. -About. 12 000 1.8, miti-
tary personel remained.in, the . Guli re-
gion.after-Desert Storm, 11'111” are Nayy
and- Magine CDl P, aboul one—thlld are
Adr Foree. :
The Almy is sendmg 4 00 uoops ﬂom
the 24th Infantry,: Dwmqn from F,
-Btewartt Ga, gs re- |11f01cemcnls and
. h.kcly tor bc.mpm_ onthe way, .
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Vietnam War, 25 Years Ago
cq,llﬁilltjed.ﬁ'olxl pagesl..,

reaction,” but allowed that the new. or-
ders: do not forbid U.S. commandcm

from seeking out.and dmckmg enemy

units that pose threats.

In Chicago, National Guard troops
were called out to quell demonstrations
as the trial of the Chicago Eight contin-
ued.

SAIGON, Oct 10--In the largest
transfer of tiaval equipnient of the'war,
80 U.S. Navy, siver patrol boats weie
shified to South Vietnantese control to-
day. In addition, ARVN troops assumed
complete rg%petlslblllly for the defense
of Saigon as the-last U.S. combat unit
moved away,

WASHINGTON, Oct, 15--Wide
ranging demongtrations against ihe war
continuéd acréss the nation, prompting
the view that such natlonally coordi-
nated protests were unprecedented in
U, litsiory. The broad specttim. of ac-
tivity icluded prayer: tvigildzas well as
uwl ‘disobiedience and violende -

- Four days eavlier, a»Gal]up,.Poll Ie-

poned tint 57 pcrccm of Amer[mns*_}
would like .8, troops in Vietnam re-

turhed home by the end of 1970,

On Octy 21, seyen Amerigans. wore:
killed and 20 wounded it six sharpen- -

ag.,cments with' enemy-units horth and
west of Saigon, Forty-six Communist
soldiers were said to have been killed,

Two more Aitericans-lost their lives -

when their forward: air controller plane
was shot down.

On Oct, 22, U.S, field commanders
argued that thers have beén no bastc
changes in their tactics or opetations, but
that refinements will keep U.S, troops
from making -ground assaults against
fortified-enemy positions, They denigd

that tlicre were any orders fo-keep casu-

alties down,. and added that they had

never even: heard of Defense Secretaty

Laird’s.policy-of “protective reaction.”
- Implementation-ofithe Vietnamization
policy:continued-on Oct. 24th as the Us§.
Ariny's 1 th Avmored -Cavalry Regi-
ment:(Blackhorse) furned over its:base
to the ARVN |8th Infantey Division.

‘Sotith Vetriamese will use the:base-for
a regimental headquarters-and: @ train-

Jr'_m """'"'f‘ R e f"“’? r-«pw%w.f”t)!{.mazﬂ{fm m‘:‘iﬂuw%wﬁ\mkf——ﬁﬁqh

,__mg, camp

Twerlty- Bl&,ht 1mles notth of S'u;,on
the U.S. 25th Infantry Division engagcd _

A large force of North Vietnamese, kill- . -

ing 47. 1.8, iasses were 10 deadand 12
wounded,

CHICAGO, Oct. 9~~Bobby Seale,
one of the Chicago Eight defendaits,

. was gagged and, ¢hained; toihjs. court-

room chair today. Pxompted by 1is vio-
lent outbursts and insults of the judge
and prosecution, Seale’s restraints seem
porimanent until the trial is:over,-

(In November, Seale’s continued de-
flance forced the judge to try hint sepa-
rately, and the remaining 'dé‘l“encl'mts
became the “Chicago Scven,”} -

DUCLAP and BUPRANG, Viet~
nam; Oct. 31~~bnemy threats to U.S,
Spec:al I“ox ces camps {n these. wmote
outposts were dealt a cripling blow {o-

day as Amerloan B-52 bombers cofi-

ducted heavy ait. raids along £> the Cam-

bodian border in the Ccntlal Hi ghlands.

TN

Source . '
World: Almfmac of the V;emam War
Pharoa Book.s N Y., ]985

U, S SLNA’J L SHOULD Rl“
THINK THE CHEMICAL
WEAPONS CONVENTION :
By Chat les F lhwkms

OAK,ION Va ahReg;udmg poss‘lble
“Senhte fatification of the: Cheniical

Weapons'Conventiol ito Jaw; we may

“dowell to remeinber the United States’
fefusal 1o sign the first-accord:to limit
“poisdti'gas i war, and the réasons why.
Conferees of the International: Con-
“Vention:forthe Pacific Settlement of 1i-
ternational Disputes--the Hague Pedce
Con[‘elence'm Imunahonal PedceCon-
fetencu«met at " I’hellhgmz from May
18 to July’ 29,1899, ‘A resoluilon they
“constdered wasto “abstaln frony the-use
ofplmecnles the sole objest 6F which
is the diffuston of asﬁhyxmtmg o dél-
“etetious fases.” This Was to be’ bmdm;,
in the event’of wat; so long as a'non-

contracting power did 'not’beconie a |
belligerent. The U.S, was the only na-

m@‘weﬁfﬂ?‘“"ﬂmm m.aq\mm&ffm e 2

Holr tor 1c{‘u<e slgnature Navy Laplam
AlfEd l’hayel Mahaiii one ‘of the 1.8,

delegates; explaied {hic’ *Nay™ decislon:
“Tlie objection that amakhilie ofwar

‘i barbarous hiay always been raistid
_f1gd|nsl new wéapons .. I the Middle
Agés it was ‘firearms which were de-

nounced m sruel Later, shells, androfe

'1ec‘ently"torpcdoes haverbeén de-

nounced At canndtbe proved [to mc]

“that shclls w1th "tsphyxmtmg, gqscg are

mHumanu orunnécdssarily cruel../ {liat
thdy ‘cannot” produoc détisive résulls:

aa tep;esent a peoplethdt is aniitiatéd
by 4 lively: désire’to iiake watfare hu- - -

matie but ‘which figverthieloss: may find
1ts<,]l“ fmced to wage war; ther afore it is

a questlon of not depl iving fisetfthi ough

lmllly adopted 1esolution§ of'ieans

“whiich it cou]d Jaiter a\hul |tself with goocl

1esu[ts
Malmn and hlS ml!qutlcs weré i
stractad by Secictal yof*State JohnHay,

who wished {6t to restrain “thc inven- :
Ctive'g g;cnids of our people in’, .devising
meaiis of defense,™ and war ned of “the
temptations to Which men and natlons

may bc exposed mv t1m¢ of C-Ollfllct »
- This ds:still fit-guidance;. .- &+

A ccntuxy later,-and with the horrible
expel ience.of toxic:gas in.World War |,

-chemical: weapons:are no- longer new.
-But they -have not. boen proved mate

horrible than shells or torpedoes, bombs
ol:precision-guided munitions: And.the
deterring: effect of potential retaliation

-inkind was demonstrated several tlmes
« dm ing World War 11,

- Me arerright:to ¢ lislike war, We are
-equally rght to:deter and defend against

its various forms,

| -}iili)}"c;(f)‘iil)'fliEiJ?N-l(f)N',?'9;5.,
-~ July 1923
- i!?fsﬁﬁvs%rf;- Colo,, ared.

. Contact_ ,
J ohm “C‘uster” Milmlko,
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Newsletter Board
Founder

Chip Colling
 (B,2/506)

- Pu !:liSlléi; .

ﬁrénk Marshall
(A, 2/506)

Editor

Charles F. Hawkins
(A, 2/506)

| Coﬁtéiﬁutiu'gl?;d'iibrs : ..

lohn “Custel” Mlhalko -
(Recon, 2/506)

Ray “Blackie” Blackman
(Delta, 2/501)

A NATIONAL NE WSLE 1"1 iR
' SINCE i)ss

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
 FORAUGUST

,l()l'm_:ﬁ.()'wmall_ )
Gary Jestes

Ben Harrison - -
Chip Collins

Kenl[amllton o
lony Cox

D/ 1-506 Assn.

Thanks for your support!
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in mah booones ...
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“Somebody gonna’ die today! Al fdel it
|71

‘ somebady gonna’ dic!
Those were the words. of Sergeant: First

-Class Henderson, spaken o a hoatse, alr-

barne half=holler while T was standing. at
parade rest in the chow line at the T't.
Benning, Ga,, Auhm ne School during |ump
week in 1967, 1t was. the Tirst day of jump
week. After our bteﬂk[‘ﬂsl wc were all go-
ing o the alrfield, strap on our parachutes,
board per Fnclly goed C-130s, fly over the
green Georgia-landscape, and jump out,

““Ah feel it in mah bones,” Henderson'’s
voice quavered lilké a witch doclor summon-
ing spirits of the dead. “Somebody gonna’
die today!”

- It was summerlime. I was still a cadet at
West Point, and had voluhteeed to spend
miy leave timelo bccome aitborne quallﬂccl-

~poraghl!

Henderson was tough, like buini-lgather.
He was-a favorite-among the airberne can-
didates, imostly for-his strict:and fair treat-

mint-of us: during training. He. cared: We

cared-back, but not so anyone would notice,
“Somebedy ...,” his voice would tralk. oiT
into a harsh Whlspcl, gonna’ dlc, whisper
rising 1o a wavering shout.
We were young, invincible, We had been

through most of one of the Army’s “toigh

‘;choo]s #We could lake it, All wé had to do

NOW Was |ump out ol an aitplam five tnnw,
-and live.- S

- Henderson cared: that we hvcd waably,
hie eared more than we did, us being young

and ignorant, and all. That's why, the scate
Aaclies. 1L was to makc us think twice, maybc

three times, 50 we wouldn’t sérew up ot do

' "qolhethmg stumd Like Foi gel lo l1ook up the

“stalic tine.

Nobody died. fiveryone thiadé their five

juimps successlully, il not gracefully. £ven
-clagsmate - Dennis Rosenberry, Denny’s

- fourth jumip was-a little awkward, (o say-the
least. e fractured his fibula (the smalier
. bone.jn the lower lgg,), and it puuu,(l Jum

__t.omcthmg awful, But he str appcd on.a dress-

ing and vr appe(l it tight with athletic tape,
Taced up his | iump boots, aid madé bis Tifth

“ind quqlifymg ;ump lhcn llL wcnt to the

medics.
Ghits 1foel itin imy bones, -

Henderson was also.ihe name ofa 'ﬁtté base
norih-of Ripeord, On May: 6, 1970, it was

N  STAFF JOURNAL: LZ OAKTON

newly defended by “Hard Luck Alpha”
LCompany, 2d.Bn., 50kt Inf.. (Geronimo),
and the battalion reconnaissance p]aioon
The scouts were led by a. cldssnmie of mine,
Richard (“Rick”) Hawley,

Rick Hawley was a special guy. He stuck
it out four years atthe academy, even theigh
He was on the gdgé of flunking out svery
single’semester; He didn’t wanito graduate
fast in the class, but hedid.

Academics behind him, Rick proved, to le
Army, and.the Geronimos in pacticyular; that
he was one hell of a leader. e was jungle-
smart almost nnmcdlatciy, he loved his sol-
dicrs, and he was pérsonally brave. Ile
eamned the coveted Recon' Platoort assigh-
ment as a result of hls l)'ltlleflbl(l per for—
mance.

On the night of May Gth, dmslcl Stlllbk

North Vietnamese sappers led the way in
the nighttime assault. They penetraled. base
defenses, and like WIldfuc, they spread

salohel-chargs dusu uction whuwm they
went, Rocket pmpelled glcnddbb from sup-
po:ting infa nlly outside Lhe wm, addbd lo
Lhu confusion )

Rick'and his‘mén reacted savagely. Their
sector of Uie' perimeter had ot béen pen-
etrated, but they gquickly found: themselved
caught between enemy gunhors:outside and
éxploding attillery shells inside. Started by
satchel charge.explasions,: the unrevetied
shells began :,ympalhelic detonation. Ferthe
batlaljon scouts, it pyas “damned i_f_yQu do,
ddmned if you don’t”

The bursting artillery at thielr backs was
waorse, and 'Rick and Tls men’ charged fors

“ ward; o the wite, trylng to fight their way
-througlvthe eneimy. Most ol thenydied there,

including Rick. Onc man, Staff Sergeant
Refuglo Teran, could not be found the next

- day, or any other.

There was 'mothcr MIA, ‘Ser gmut Larry
Kier, of Alpha Company. Hc was last seen
Jjust as the anununition slorage ¢ 'uca ef upted
in ftames, and no frace of lum could be lo-
cated, AR

i‘ire Base Henderson, I feel it in my bones,

- A speeial 1ip -6fithe: Currahee Steel Pot 1o

Gary Jestes (2/306), who provided the MIA
information for this mmndi enly..
Chuck Hawkins, L.Z Oakton

::ﬂm%wm%fm,ﬁ;w&mkﬁmm@ﬁa
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Chitick, ‘ : :
Sl was good to' see the Rlpcmd Re-
pof agam Lnclosed is a summary of
incidents on IOlst Aubome D1v1510h
members listed as missing m ;lcll()ll in
Southcast Asia ,

1 obtained this ||1101ma110n nom
Chfulee Runkles who commanded:a
plane that brought’ROWs home from
Notth-Vietnam: in 1973, :

I'dé not know the prec:ent status of
thesé pidn, Please consider ptting this
in the Rlpcmcl Repmt ljnc]oscd IS a
listle donation, .,

Gary Jestes . ... .
Mmlchestcr, Md.

‘ChL'lck T et

_ l:mlowd 1% my doil dllOIl for row,
;P[cqse Kégp (i thé"good wark. Please
Tlet mé know about the reunion. 1 never

. have wanted o go o My I urh f;clmol

«college or law school, lBLllllOllS‘ but Ido
want to take myself and. my, tamlly 1o
~the Ripeord revndons: . -+ o
o | was with theA42d SeouL Dog Pl"llOOll
“101st [Airborne} at- CamipiBagle, walk-
ing pomt for plaioonsfﬂnd Wm‘kmgj ﬂ oIm
“there, R
1 wrote ilie followmg on July 23,

1970: “Tire Base R:pc‘oxd was aban»
doned and 35 mei, lost: A Lt, Col, and
-Sgti teo. 1 hope thoy . bomb, {he phcc 1
undérstand 40 £ 1ghtet| bombets} ill bc
“1irthere tomorrew,” ‘

I don’tknow how nivelh of that Was
true or not, but that was ‘the riumor mill
gomg, to town at Camp Eag;,le
 Sincerely, =
John A, Bownnn
Daveupmt lowa

Sirs,
- Here is a dotiation "I hope it. belps. Tt
s good to Tigat frond you agam '
Ken Hamilton
Mendon, Ohio

e e e L DT B Lt e S

INCOMING

Dear Ghuck, IS

- Tenjoyed the new lssuo, and wanted
to applaud youriand Frank Martshall’s
work, and the continued-cooperationon

‘evéiyone’s part that keeps Ripeord Re-

npu going, 10’ ot essential that we get
an'issuc e cvcly month, Itis essentjal that
‘e remain it touch as best we are able
(0, angd lhc group has done that, admu a-
bly

the.newsletter: and:the association are
now over 11 years old.: We. got started
in-early 1983, and: the newsletter has
gone through several able editorial afid
publishing haiwds: from mine to Blackje

Blackman, md John Mlhalko sometlme

in 1986, and a short time later to you,
You. have born the. burden, altl)otlgll it

‘has-never seemed that way-to any of us,
{hroughsomediffidulttimes. It.is good

- to see you getting help again: Needless

"’dm‘:ﬂﬁf’m’wﬂ%wm\‘wm#fw e 4

10 say, for the associationto wl‘ilinue,
that noods to cocur t‘e;,u]w:ly
1 would Tove to Jwar h‘Qm mcmy of the

_people I'ye been in touch with i the
. past. lemé, up OdltOl fal duug:s tends* to
ke oy outof the gtoup § Indlrlstl()dm

Still, Iremain, very cpmmlt,ted. to.the
group and its continued syrvival,.and
value thémanyexedlient friendsI made

-during'thé early years of the association,
At the tiine of the lastissue there were

some mquil i¢s as to just-what had hap-
pehed to e, So,. ﬁom that standpmnt
this leiter is timely. 1 contmuc 1o Want

to hear from the group,

-Asamost.of youknow, . msule m Vn—
ginia and worlc-as 4 human: rights-advo-
cale it a mérital heq]th setting, I-bring

' 'out allmy old'Ri pgm d Repottfi les-from

L‘ime 10 llmo'and ‘remeniber’ilie many

oy
;

'Ipeople who ’c]pcd u§ et Lhmgs togdhcl
_omly on. /

ere wefe two excn]ng re-
unions thqt I‘ was. 'lble to atteid, "The
memories are worth a million,
Some years age [did ap unusual poem
for the newslelter that many ofthe group
commented on. | recently reworked it
and you may ran itagaln;, when; aid if,
space permits. 1 thiuk it-is bettet ¢hian

=i wﬂ%wﬁ*“m’wf

&

o

" the original, but wil lctleade:shlp cle-
: cide,

Hope to see an upd'lted'membel ship

- list soon. With Frank’s publishing fa-
- cilities and the small computer print now
- available, the space- consuming worty
. isn’t what if used to be)

© Good luck as always, Currahec!

* Chip Collius :

For those. who might bc wmuleung,,.

: G"dbless’ i
Ben ]Iall‘lsqn' Vo

Dear Chuck

Thanks fm gctﬂng tllc Rlpgguj J;ngt 1

© back in busitioss.”

Oune of these days I will take time to

© add the brigade Soimmader’s perspec-
© tive o your August 1992 tepolt in [h(,
- American Séntinel,

Keep up the good work

Belton, Tex.

Dear “C‘utlahee” IIawkms :
Many kudos for 1pchcl li,;c_pgﬂ news-

letter No. 33, Thanks for the wealth of

infor matlon ] .
“I've gota couplc of ex-106ess fo add

to the association mallmg list. Theywill

appr ecmte it much

" Cai you oheck w1th ynu: readers out

there for some information, history, pic-

tures of fire bases: Veghel, Blaze,

Normandie, Bm‘chtcsg’ldeu Bastogne

and Currahes? '

Welcome:back!, -

Paul A, Gncmlx

ilollywood ltla. .

P.S., Lookmé, forward for the associa-

tion roster in a f'utu:e lssuo

NO TE: See page seven for new mem-
bel‘ , :
Continued on ne'xl' page
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Chuck,

Delighted to see Ripcord Report re-
born ... thought you guys had auggered-
in.

A note of interest, perhaps. A retired
colonel in:your AO is putting together
an anthology of Vietnam non-fiction
stories, of humor, poignancy and the un-
usual. Seems like a nice guy and plans
to share 70 percent of profit with au-
thors,

. Contact: Bob Michel, TLI Marketing,

T e ﬂ’i”" "'-‘-'::m!*’zﬁ"ﬁ';n

Bést,
Mike “M-00" Kelley
Sacramento, Calif,

NOTE ... 1spoke with Bob Mlcheh and
he’s dead-set.lo get this book publlshcd
* And he's excited over the short stoties
he’s gotten so far, but he needs more.
He wants true tales ellhel rcally fulmy

INCOMING

(like the forklift operator who picked up
a latrine with a general inside), bizarre,
or real tear-jerkers. Contact Bob and
he'l send you a packet deseribing what
he wants and in what format.

By the way, | told Bob that most of
you guys were such b s ers, that
he’d want to have two or three other
gUys ‘eonfim the ‘i[",Olleb Just klddmg,
Haha. Anyway, we welcomc a new
friend to the Ripeord Report. -—[‘dltcn

Dear Chuck,

Just a note to say thanks for all the
help you have given me ovel the past
few years.

1ve enclosed two lists, One is a list of
Buys that 1 or Gib Rossetter have been
in touch with. Please add these names
to the Ripeord Assgmalmn B

The second list containg the names of
those membeis of Delt'l Company, 15t

Tt e e S i e R |

Bn., 506th Inf., who died at Ripcord on
July 20th and ?lst 1970. As far as |
know, this kst is accurate,

~ On a final note, let’s not for get Romld
James Schultz, who is still missing in
action (July 21, 1970). Pve been in
touch with his parents the last couplc of
years. They passed thréugh Indy last
year and 1 was vety fortunate to mceL
them,
Currahee,
Tony Cox
D/1-506th Infantry Association’
Indianapolis, Ind, :
P.S., In thenews analysm olepcmd in
the last newslotter, the last paragr apl
may have been referring to I)/1-506th
being ambyshed, The headlines, ilom
oyr local paper redd “Twelve Pal a-
troopers Killed in Ambush.” I think the
date was July 22, 1970,

NOIE Sce page seven for new mem~

“bers.

Editoi_ i Report,

continued from page 1 ...-
Dien Bien Phu or Khe Sanh? - -

1968; Dien Bien Phu-was where the
“Fiench wefe defeated in May 1954,

© “An inordinate amount of adverse
Ppublicity,” theteport said, “inight well

have jeopardized the program:of

Vietnamization,” the policy of turning
prosecution of the ground war oveér to
Army of Republic of Viethani forces,
“Therelore, the décision to extract o
Rapwld was made,” which will “make
troops available Tor offensive? [opéera-
tions] against-ile ehciny s‘upply chches
and logistic ingtallations to’ the'rear of
NVA forces:” Opefations in tlié Ripcon d
area drew the enemy fivin his cache sites
and caused him to mass his forces, thus
exposing numerous targels that were
vulnerable (o heavy air attack and axtil-
lery fire,

ma:ﬂmm*fﬂﬁ""m{ﬂwm:?“*f*wc"ﬂ# it S

From March 13th until the extraction
from Ripeord, the enemy suffered 422
killedk, six prisoners captured, and 93 in-
dividual and 24 crew-served weapons
seized, according: te 3d Brigade.head-
quarters, which had overall responsibil-
ity for actions around the fire base, The
brigade alsorepojted U.8, losses as 68
killed, 443 wounded during the period,

Three men were killed and 20
wounded during today’s airmobile
evacyation, including the 2d Bn:, 506th
Inf., (Currahee) commander, Lt. Col.
Andre C, Lucas, killed along. with his
operations officer, Maj. Kenneth. Tan-
ner,- A sheaf of 120mm..mortar shells
caught them.in the epenon top: of
Ripcord as the evacuation procecded.

. The other KIA was PFC Gus Allen, a

new member of the battalion’s Alpha
Company.
At a battalion memorial service, the

Currahee chaplain, Capt. Lee Fox,

helped soldiers come to grips with their

grief and sorrow-over the loss of friends
and comrades, Rev. Fox recalled -the
words of Heclesiastes: “To. everything
there is a season,and a time to every
purpose underthe heaven ...;” and-asked
the men to pray. “We have just passed
through one season,” said Iox, “but now
we must live in another. The Lord has
been g,ood to we who are left and we
should give Him thanks, We can do that
best by living our lives as He would have.
us, and by petforming the tasks before

us in the best possibie manner.”

Aftet the prayer, SP/4 Bill Woody

sang The Lord’s Prayer, and standing

men paid silent tribute to their fallen
friends. The sounding of Taps and rc-
tirement.of the colors concluded the cer-
emony. For a tong time, the boots, hel-
mets atid slacked'arms, representing the
dead of the battalion, remained in place.
No one, it seemed, wanted to disturh
them or their memory anytime soon,
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Shé came with hitn easily.

After they had gone & ways:

A comfortable spot and dlseovc:ing
one anothm

A long, '1ppl cllalllg fook at liffh:
So, ]mn young, handbome dhd

i

. 561 lOlJS

A thoug,ht ful; huugly gaze back at| hu
Exotic, sculjited jade ..,

Still, so much seems hidden. -
Mystery,... upon mystery,

No words for a long, long ey
()nly silenee and a I‘eellng ik he'wcn
hen thc bcgmmng, of n [nobe ‘
His hand’ grazitig her hand;
The othcg A one-mian RIF wl(mg her arin;
Mutcd lbluf;hes of ';lim acmss ‘3111( and
TR,

u'u.

S 1o
EESAR IS

The begmmngfs 01 swppcx llkc move-
inent, o

Furtive, but sure.

I1is kiss to eyelids.

- Her soft-breath-against hellow ofneck. -

“Alang body-perimeters. ...
Defenses are-alérted to invasion,.
Cotitact ignites 4 trip:fdre -

Very close o bisheart.:
She le)els hl(c luc‘jusl igllltbd het qoui

e T T

‘ Moving aver qouthwnrd

SEDUCTION

dey ofimsea L,(/dl swm!lly to 'lCtIOﬂ
!Iands arms and II])‘i '

Beg in 101111 :cmg,n twonnals%ance o
patrols., :

Mouth seeks out mouth,

Tongue delights in tongue.

There is no pretense of defense,

.‘Iib is a pomtman

Probing at first with Gaution, _
Expecting ambush and fi ndmb nong”’
:’Ele onters he Kill zong. '

cry

She'ls a ul]!PG[’ 7
Wilching every move, o

;]3111 lcoponclmg 10 each wuch _

Knowing she is ultumtely in control

if the larger her remains hidden.

Thinking of this place now,
“Hig inarvels agdiit atitlic hmt
'Witcmng et fife conés to mmd

Bvel ywhelc ruid '1|WFIy‘i ]1e1‘ . huﬁt

’th tps of her nipples; o
Like snhall, verted boh1b oraters;:

“Stare aChify and séon 1o beg forore.”
A ﬁve man pallol g,ew tasl(ed to thie AO.

[R Y
[E

Iifo wihere shigives, - 1 o o

A’ caclk, of ';cnéudl but dcadly doligllt.

Waitior oiy top 0{‘ w"uriol' SREIPH I
Pencliation beging, - SRR
f'[lls theusts’ (nto maist, w1lling qpacu

“Needingtor explodd inoverdue release.

e s T e <l JWW‘R%WMM e

o ‘_(}S\SKHQ ChiMinh Ctly

.She thrusts back
“Wlth frhc dor lamty of an' AK.
_On tar gct lliey ’mke 11‘"

'bt cath away
Theé fires ate hot slaked o -
For evei'so. long atime, '
Building and cresting,

- Finding a-platean,

Building and cresting again.

El‘td COImes L0 SRR it w'-.:‘,._Lsf i
In tecth-jarring throes

Of arc-light intensity.. -

He thinks again now:.- -
Notlees het halr’lqshlng him fmm Sldb

10 side,

“Only slsghlly |q‘he aware oi such mmor :

;pam T

:Aﬂer the f“no‘; go qway

.He,gazes at-her, . S TN

,Bu,athtqkmg, chn in: Lepmc

K ‘Smtu;g tln ough lug toughts cmfully

-He is pointman once again.

" Something troublesihim,

Softly, he asks again her name. -
- “:As_ia,?’- Sl_lc'l'ﬁ]J_lieS.,,_ R

_ Clnp Collms

August 1994
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|  WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS, AND A NEW ASSOCIATION

Paul A. Greaus, of Hollywood; Fla., has signed up I Innis “Dm,” Moy, PO Box 33494, Seattle, Wash,, 98133 and James
“Shortround” Foley, Sr., 9 Cottage Plnce, Westbrook, Maine, 04092:3507. Moy’ sel Vecl ds a mcdlc in HIIC I'st Bn., 506th Inf,
in ‘68-"69; Foley was a “grunt” with Delta Company dutmg, y the same period.

Thanks, Paul. A {ip o’the Currahee Steel Pot to you, (00. e

Another Currahee from the 1st Battalion, Tony Cox, a resident oflndlanapolls provided a welcome surprise--a list of 33 members
01 the. newly formed Delta l/‘-‘;OGi:h Association, Most of these men were at Ripdoed it 1970 and they were involved inas Lough a
fight as any. othet outfit, but it’s a stoty lhat hdbl] t received as much attention, and needs’to be told:

Welcome to the Ripeard Keport and Rlpcmd Assocrmon

From Delta 1/506th Association: . ‘ SR T ‘ ‘

:'1"i'1i1‘.[£uny-a1'd -- - :i ‘; - R:chmd I‘.)(-)ylez: = b.ﬂ{(;}‘j'zlliel' R Donald Cookﬁ

‘Al Collins .-’leim -MOGL;G' - B | i.Fd,hni Smith : _KayCJamt_:s_' ..

Dean Finch‘ | e | .l.im" P.c)deiﬁ S : | R.()’lﬁel*t Wise - éUStél; .nyénti

"Iﬁohala Goss ; e G]cnnllmslby o o ...'lI‘{}ch:f;;d‘C'illeenl‘aﬁd‘ - “David Smith

M;icha‘el !“Ienu.c.assy L Bﬂrly Iamalchc‘ Jacob(nllens " Mlchaellhomas
Elmertutgens - =" . - John:Fragter o .;J.(a:n;izﬁzh Connelly ” _ Robertl‘uckson
Gaxy Madsen o RandyBemk E | Malluel]{aml;ez ‘.-I_{ic]'mr'd Imlcy
ot Bagks e :.__Il.il,ich.z:ufcl*Wh.ite- . | RogerBlaek S deny S_'t.'é'lfing_s o

Gordon:Schegrhorn . - -

PRt L, e T : i e it ool

As 1f Lhe fox egomg collecuon of lolst qtalwat s (all first-of-the-five- oh lect q) we1 eu t enough we aiao qdd a Cmmhee ﬁom the
2d-Baitalion, Steve: Mantheil | Steve selved as: 1 maohmc gunnel in 2d Phtoon,
Charlie Cémpany. He was:on. Hill 902 the mght of July |2, when a horde of sappers struck, Steve went by.the mckmmcs “Moon

: *l)og’ and “Wild-Jacob,” depuldmg on fr uguds and cucumstmce He’s in conmct wuh othel Clla:lle (“ompany membcns, Bob

Taibuek, anieng others. | ‘ ! : . O S RNt RN P

Welcome to the Rlpcurd Associalmn, one: an(l all Ce
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IN MEMORY O "THE FALLEN: ey
DELTA (‘OMPANY IST BATT ALI()N, 506" FH !NFAN'I RY

. “Md_]()l te[l my Fathcj ] (Ilcd w1Lh my f'\ce to lhe onemy
Col. LE. Avc,ly, CSA
Gellysburg, July 2, 1863

Il1c Inllowmg,, n'uncs h'we becn pmwdcd by lony Lox who was
there, in the field at Ripeord, when they fell, .
Name Hometown Killed in Action
Asher, Frank L.,
Browning, Bill G,
De Wull, Patrick T, 5
Hays, Robert B,
Huk, Potej P, ~

Hainilton, Ohio

Lyerly, Ga,

Bloomfield Hills, Mlx,h.'
" Weslaco, Texas
* Cedar Rapids, lowa -
Knott, John C., Pine River, Minn.
Law, Brent R, " St. Johns, Mich.
Schultz, Ronald I, Hillsboro, Kans.
Valle, Hloy R., 7 Rio Grande City, Texas
Workiman, DomldR Kukwood Mo,

July 21st, 1970
July 20th, 1970
July 20th, 1970

S0 duly 2 bst, 1970
< July-21st, 1970
July 26th, 1970

- July 2 1st, 1970
July 21st, 1970

= Julyr20th, 1970
Iu]y 21st, 1970

Of these men Who Wwere consumed in intengeé f" ghtlng about three
kilometeis east of Ripeord, Hays, Law and-Sehuléz Were medics.
Workman, who wag mckmmed “Rangrm was the company com-

m'mde: ‘ Bt e

Whv Wc Il'wc an ,Assou‘ izt _i 1
1’; iy tllc Battle of R _p_g;_r(l

Ihe short 'msweu fis that veterans of Ripeord ’I‘E‘?E)Oi’dlb out of respect-i
for each other and the tough job they faced duringdifficult times, and
in memory of ¢omrades who didn’t cotfie back! ‘Flie1dnger answer

“has to do with thho fack that Ripcord was o major-battle, roughly equiva-
lent in US? casualties to' Hamburger FIHL i May 1969, But enemy
forces at Ripeord were grealer than at Hamburger Hill, by a factor of
four. Yet véry liLtle was Imown of Ripcord atithé tine; mostly because
the media was kepl '\way s0 as not to comproitise opeiational secu-
rity, ‘or ‘steale heddlines that would sensatiohalizé the ‘action to the
benetit of the Norlh Vietnamese at the negotiating table in Paris. Most
follks never henlci of Ilipcmd even though thename iy carved in gran-
ite on thé L0¥sl Aitborne Division monumént at dlie entrance (o Ar-
lington Nattonal Ceitietery. So, to undétitand more about this baltle,
which was the most significant for the division in 1970, and second
only to thie Cambodian incursion in all of Vietnan: "o the year, we
have come together to share what we know. The mer. st is learned
of the battle, and it will never be completely learned, the easier it
becomes to put this exciting, as Wb” as Lmumatic tine of our lives in

Ripcoid Aqsoclallon Indmduals who' have A mtelest in Jommg, f01
* whatever reason, cai just say so, and their ntime: anddddress will be
entered in the compiiter, The Ripcord:Repsrt is $etit to members free-
of charge, and its erratic pubtishing schedule depends on contribu-
tions of time and money.

vapmﬂﬁ?mﬂmxm%m«r_ﬁﬁ\m%mmﬂc -8

~THE COMMAND NET:

MEE)SAGI‘ S, ANNOUNCEMENTS,
SLARCIIEQ AND MORP

Lnoking, fun M'u ‘S;dnuy Davm X0 of2/506111 dmmg

. Rlpcm d. Last duty post was "Aberdeen Pr oving 7 Grotlids,
'Md in cally 1970s. Contact Chuck Hawkins, 11614

Fire Bases Veghel, Blaze, Normandy, Burchtesgaden,
Bastogne; Cuttahee, Paul Greaux is looking for infor-

mation/history/phiotos of these fire bases. 1601 N, 71st

RIPCORD REUNION 95, is coming next July 19-23

= :in the Denver,:Colo., arca. Clear your calendars now,
“and get ready far.the “Rocket Ridge” of the *90s theme.

- THE. LAOTTIAN. HIGHWAY PATROL, 2 book by

James A. White about aerial combat in cobra gunships
of 4/77th: Aerial Rocket Artillery--the Griffins, who
foughtat Ripeord-and many other places.. White, known

w<as “Sneaky” to:the Griffins, flew.with the. outfit from
-1968-71. Write: Veterans About Face, 3579 E. Foothill
Blvd., #24( [’asadem Calif., 91107,

oetioon

MII RTARY BOOKS PASS IN RLVIEW

; fClash 6!‘W1nr_fs. World W'll‘"lll lhg 11 by Walteij

Boyne, Simon & Schuster, New York, 1994 415 pp
$23. 00 : '

Wa]tel I, Boyne is-a retired Air I"mce colonel fcnmet
dmctm of the National Air and Space Museum, and °
author of 24 previous books. Clash of Wings:is tautly
wrilten, and presents challenging ideas-about air power.
I Boyne’s view, for example, air power in Europe
was not won until American bombers were used as bait
to lure German fighters up to be destroyed. He makes a
just eriticlsm of the Allies for being unprepared for World
War 11, particularly failing to recognize fhiow vast the
thuitcmcnts were to achieve true air dominance,

. He pins Japan's and Germany’s ears back as well. Ja-

: pai; he says, didn’t iédlize: how latge an'air force they

would need; hor did Germanys And; the econtribaition of

‘air to'Soviet victories hasbeen largely underrated:

Key itidlviduals dre discussed, and important battles
arc analyzed, This insightful bool does netlack forrschal-

‘apship or exeitement.Enjoye . ¢ o w
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EDITOR’S HISTORY CORNER

Dept.-of the Army
HQ, 2d BN (Ambl) 506th INF
APO San Francisco 96383
Unit History, March 1971

Continued from No, 34

Shortly after 0600 hours oft 1 July, the sun rose slowly in
ihe east sending yellow-hot shafts of light lancing into the
cloudless heavens. Fog hung low in the valley scudding
around the mountain islands as it moved before strong morn-
ing bricezes, 1t promised lo be another beautiful day.

Hlsewhere in-the Ripeord area the beauties of the morn-
ing were lost on certain individuals. NVA recojlless rifle
crews were Loo busy consulting their watches and checking
their firing data, Perhaps occasionally one of the North Viet-
namese solcllets would glance castward and think about his
own pcutlculat god, but the wmk at hand claimed most of
his attention.

' At0702 heups,enemy:gunners to the southeast of Ripcord

chambered deadly missiles into the breach of their weap-
ons. At 0703 hours, Fire Base Ripcord erupted as the en-
emy tecoilless seattered debris and sent [ragments singing
through the air. The siege of Ripcord had begun,

Miraculously, no one was injured in the initigl barrage,
but afler eiglit successive:heavy weapons and indirect fire
altacks throughout the d’ly, six U.8. personnel were evacu-
ated for wounds. Theenemy were empleoying 75mm recoll-
less tifles, G0mm and 82mm mortars, as well as RPGs and
small arms fire against the fire base, and late in the day two
Chinook helicoplers wete shot down.

Throughout the:day; Charlie Company, from its vanfage

point on Hitl 902, was able to listen to the pop of enemy -
-mortar tubes, and direct accurate artillery and gunship fire’

on (hese locations, Charlie Companyiwas provihg to be a
- definite thorn in the encmy s side. That thorn, however, was
“ shottly to be’ 1emovecl ,
No ong ¢an 1eally acculatcly :ec(nd all that happens at
- various cofiimand levels duung battie. No matter how good
- the gystem of theo anlzation, there i is always the matter of
_ human frailty and €rrgf. Reports are often missent, ot for-
* warded and never’ 1cceived and some are neglected. The
; error may bi¢ dug to'a Wi ‘ong letter uséd in code, or may be
" the result of a’ [ncd o ovuwmu;,hl(,ommdndc:l hnd some-
times it 1my even be the l“'au[t ofa llegllgent radio operator
. or eupelwsm

......

- opr obablllly ofan enemy sapper g '1Ltack against (‘hat lie Com-~
- pany was, never mentioned to Lt. Col. Lucas and certainly
- did not reach. Capt, Hewntm his ficld focation, Such is the
¢ “fog.of war,” and from such etrots are baltles won ot lost,

etz e e e e e
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In the pre-dawn hours, when the night is darkest, man’s
backy and soul are at their lowest ebb. Superstition and fears
make men more susceptable at this time than at any other,
At 0345 hours, early in the morning of 2 July, exactly three
hours prior to daybreak, the NVA launched a company-size
sapper attack against Charlie Company’s defensive posi-
tion on top of Hill 902,

It is possible that no one in Charlie Company knew what
was happening, even when it did happen.

To be contined ...

Flotsam and Jetsam

Eighty Years Ago
First Combat Alr Support Mission

On May 2, 1914, U.S. Marines encamped neat Tejar,
Mexico, reported being under attack and requested support
of newly-formed Naval Aviation (in 1910) to locate outlaw
forces, Lt. Patrick N. L., Bellinger, the Navy’s eighth pilot,
tool off In a hydreaeroplane with observer Ens. W.-D.
L.aMont to scout for the Marines. This was the first opera-
tional flight in direct support of g ground troops in hostile
action,

A few days later, on May 6th, Bellinger and observer R,
C. Saufley, while on a reconnaissance flight, took enemy
fire from positions in the vicinity of Veracruz, Mexico.

" Their Curtiss seaplane was hit--the first marks of combat

on a Navy plane.

Seventy Years Ago

Bombs Bust lce, Sov:ctq Ready Rockele, '
U S Fhes Fll sts

On Mal 4, [924 two Mdrtm and two DlI 4 bombers
broKe up-an: feejam on the Plattc Rlvu at North Bend,
Neb., by bombing. -

o dn Aprl, thie Soviet Unionsestablished the Central
- Committee for the Study-of Rocket Pr opulswn

From Apr, 6 to Sept. 28, U.S. Army pilots made the
following firsts: rotind-the-world flight, trans-Pacific
flight, westbound Atlantic crossing. Departing from
Seattle in two Douglas “World Cruiser” biplanes, the
flyers logged 26,345 miles in 363 homs flying time, oves
a period of 175 days.

Sources: U.S. Navy NAVAIR; and National Aeronautics
and Space Administration.
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