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DIVISION INTEL

. Illmms nmnben Bob lhgun'm wrote to RIpCOld Re[m on

. Nov.20, 1994, paltlynnebponse to M'l] Gen. Ben Hayrison's
~article on the bn&,ade commandcl § pcnspectwe at Rlpcold
. -which he said was especmlly well donc "7 Bob's nole is a

great examplo of the pelsoml pmﬁ!ce lhe ncwslet{ei seek‘; -

- Liditor

bﬁ eammg I]ag,lc M;,qu’rot!le' Bo l ‘lg m41

- EL PASQ; Hl.--1 amafmme] “St111¢el owe” l1oopal~-Recon
2/502 After being wounded in May 1970, lwas ledS81g|36d tp
-division intelligence-{(G-2). By the time:of Rlpcord ] was the

. ., -only person who was qualified to write the 101st Abn, Div.

- Intelligenee Summary (INTSUM). That repott was used (o
“briefiat the-division level; [twas also uscd fo-write the Qfﬁcml

- division-history. -, .
The INTSUM had to bc; WI men m apphucwlly co; Lmar
_sners For instance, the, (045t Airborme Divisjon never had.;
unit that was ambushed.Instead, thcym;e]vcd ehetny fire fron
canunknown. sized. enemy., fmce- The:reports also had, t

% clude: the distance to the ehemy-foree, size-.of the enemy, foree,

- lype.of weapons employod indirect, ﬁle if used, 'md lllumma-
.. -ton:Af it was anight action: Ne(,d*
- less o say, ci_uxmg‘ periods oﬁp_fga;
ticularly heavy combat, I knew that
. ground. commandets. had hore o .

- worry.about that mdkmg_, sute that
all this information wag fOlW'Itchl
in-tipe for b1leﬁngs 1 was. I”owe'i

VMY other colmectioll
Ripeotd: was more. personal. ‘The.
.- S-3i(operations:officer)mentioned. |
« in; [Harrison’s} article was. Maj.
Tanner;-He had worked. the sqme;
,shift:as:me, for several monihs in ;770
oG 3 befme he Was um‘;feued-[,

{6,

My toul n Vletmm qu; spht About 1mlf‘wws spent n l;hc
: ']1'1H |

;spent WOl kmg m G- 2 whenc 1 g,ot Lo cxpuwuce tl

- ture,” at least as far ns the T01st Abn Div. was concou It
. .Was uuly a umque expel IGHQG

.....

Comumed on page 2

VIETNAM, 25 YE‘ARS AGO

~OnJan. 2, 1970, the U,S: command repotted 65 Amenmns

killed in fighting during the past week.

-On Jan. 3, North Vietnaniese soldiers attﬂcl«,d '1U 9 mmpﬁ :
hear Duo Pho, south.of Quang Nai. Seven Amenmm were

killed and: 11 wounded.
North Vietnamese sappers str uck a U S Mmme 7th Regl-

ment base:in the-Que:Son Valley.on Jan. 6th, killing.13 and .
wounding 40, but the-enemy lost 38 killed in vicious fighting.

On Jan, 8, South Vietnam’s President, Thiew announced that
itwill be “imposé.ible and impractical”™.to withdraw all U.S, -
combat treops in 1970. Citing the “crucial question” of U.S.. .
provision of supplies and equipment necessary to modernize, -
South Vietnamese forces, Thieu argued. that the U.S. depar- .

ture should be phased over a number of years.

Continued on page 6 ...

Bob’Hagein :fa-day-.”. |

@lje lnaﬁl]iugtou moﬁt

WFDNESDAY JANUARY ll ]995
Decm- Rusk’s Legcrcy-

Ihe ])ec 22 editorial about Dean I(usk asks the
-questlon “what. went w:ong?" in reference fo- 1,he_'j'-
former sceretary’s policy i Vietnarm, In shot, my ":
aiiswer is—nothing, First, thete is no ‘conclusive ovi-
dence that (he Vietham: War-was a istake. On the -
_contrary, the only slgnificant comniunist state today :
n %outhcast Asla is Vietnam, Had we not contained
cornmunism thére, the story wotild be different.
Second, the Vietnam War was not lost in Vietnam, _
it was lost at home, T hc secretary’ of state is not in
| charge of home policy.

“Dean Rusk was a global policy-of eontainment, The:. |

= loststhere (ot rather, here)} but the war was. won, It
Cwouldfiet:have been. .won-as soon or as well had
- Dean Rusknot been at the helmy in the Pepartment of
‘. State-forelght diffieult;. omoml and. hlSioth‘]lly pros
cductive-years.. oo oo e o N
PE FI:R F KROQJII
- Pean, Sehovl of Farelgn Service,
Georgelown Univer sity

-Washington

e e | A= ot W g s ‘. “Sap | .

Finally, the broad policy so successfully led by ||

- Victnan War-was.a picce ol'that:policy. A battle was - |

‘ .
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Contrmred from page I ..
BOBHAGEMAN'@mmm)

My wife, Linda, and 1 just celebrated our 25th wedding anniver-
sary (Qct, 16). We were married in Columbus, Ga., while I was
stationed at Fort Benning. We were married by Justice Homer
Suggs, who presided at the Coutt of the Ordinary. It- was kind of a
Justice of the peace with a neat title,

We have two chiildren. Our son, Justin, 1§ asophmore Presiden-
tial Scholar at lllinois State University. He was awarded one of the
1015t'Abn. Div. Association:schelarships a couple of years ago.
We also have a ddughter; Ashley, who is d junior in high school, [
am the athletic director for the Bl Paso Schoel District. It is.a [JOE;I-
tion that 1 have served in for the last 15 years.

- For'me the next logical step s a returh 1o Victnam, lwould re-
ally like'to-go but feel madequate to plan such a trip and am not
really sure about getting inona generle tmu—typc trip. 1s-a return
to Ripeord planned, or is ¢ anyone aware of any reputable gr nup
leaders who specialize in more persondl wrips?: .

- Enclosed please find d chieck to kéep the newsletter in the mall
My best wighes to d“ for a sﬂfc 'md hqppy hohday season. ~BBob
Hageman

3

;Pleﬂse' send ug your ploﬁle (’%00 words or: Iess) cxp]ammg i
what youhaveé been-doing; how you have beelidoing, what :
your goals-are arid/or what-you think:tiright interest other -
Ripcord Vets, Tell usswho youserved-with:on Ripéord and
|| if you have miade contact with any of them arid what.they
‘are daing, This' feature will- continue as- lohg as: wetkeep
getting your ptoﬂle, 50 dont delay and send them today.
Send to’;

Chuck Hawkins | |

MAGNIF ICI_ N l BAST ARDS

Ripeard Association members might want to check out Keith Wil
liam' Nolan Iatcst work: The Magnificent Bastards: The Joint’
Army-Marine Deﬂame of Dong Ha, 1968, Presidio Press. Mag-
nificent Bastards should be available at bookstores, or you can. .
call the Marine Conps Association with a credit card at 1-800/.
336-0291, Nolan is a meriber of the Ripcord Association;. and .
many will remember his earlier book entitted fnfo Laos, which is
the story of Operation Dewey Canyon Il and Lam Son 719, Al
earlier book by Nolan is his Battle for Hue. T ‘

Magnificent Bastards is, in Nolan’s words:

“The campaign described in this book began at the initiative of
the 320th NVA Division, and was fought in the flat, sandy and
bushy terrain below the eastern side of the DMZ where the Bo
Dieu River flows into the Cua Viet River and empties into the
South China Sea, The prize of the campaign, supposedly; was Maj. -
Gen, Rathvoit M. Thompkin's 3¢ Marine Division €Pat the Dong
Ha Combat Base, which was approximately 15 kilometers-inland
from the ocean, and another 15 klicks below the DMZ. The NVA
‘wanted to take'the 3d Marine Division CP, but after twe weeks of
untclentmg close combat, tlie & enemy was forced to- withdraw,

B T E Jiist as reasonable, in retrospect, to suppose that the'NVA
had nodttention of trying ta overtun the 3d Marine Division llQ
Instead, they thoroughty entrenched themselves in' the v11l*1ges.
north of the river--which were alieady deserted, cratered messds
from previous fire fights and relocation operatlons--and fighting
on ground:of their chosing, turded the fallow rice paddies arounidl
the villes:into Killing fields for the Marineé and Army grunts taskdd
to dig them out of thelr bunkers dnd spiderholes. The enemy foot -
soldlers were backed up by artillery batteries in the DMZ, i

“Wlﬂtc\fel the-enemy’s lntentnons, the “defeiise” of Dong Ha in
Aprit and May 1968 was one of the most intense-aiid costly’ battles
‘of the entire Vietnam: War (although it fecefved scant attention
then-and now, overshadowed by the recent relief of Khe Sanh 'md
ihe Mini-Tet fghtmg in Choloh. The 3d Mariné Division com-
mitted six Marine and threé attached Army battalions-todlie fig ght -
as approximately. threg NVA regithents mater lalized in an arcabove
the 3d Marine Division CP. The 9th Matines controlled the ﬁghl~
Ing tot he northwest, the ARVN wereiin position immediately north
“of Dong Ha (,ombat Bdse, andithe’ 3d Mfu itves comlolled the flgI1L~
ing noktheast of the CP. e

“The fighting was most intense in the 3d Mdmne sareaof op~
elauonq where regimental commandet’ Col. Milton A’ Flull had
control of the 2d Battalion, 4th Marines; the' st Battalion, 3d
Marines; and the 3d Battalion; 21st Infantry: ltw*ls the 2/4th and
the 3/21st which saw the worst of this campalgn and itisthe story
of these two battalions, one Marine, one Almy, that'ig'fold'in 7 he
Magmf cenl Bas!ar cls, " i
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Dirtbags, Heroes and The Wall

. His name is on The Wall. You know,
the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial in
Washington, D.C. Mis name is there, just
Jike all'the rest, carved in black granite,
part of our collective conscience, help-
ing a nation that wounded itself heal it-
selfl

In life, his was one of the lesser lights.

But who am | to judge? In life, he was a

pot-smoking, belly-aching, rear echelon- -
seeking son-of-a ... He was a dirtbag.

Didn’t pull his weight in the field.
Couldn’t be counted on in & pinch. Best
thing was to put him in the,middle of a
ranger file where he couldn’t do much
haum, and then watch him.

He wasn’t popu]al Other llOOpS

avoided his company, He exuded nega-
tive waves, absolitely. Squqd leader put

him and another fellow on listening post/

out post (L.P/OP) duty one day Ihat was

wlien it happened :
It was n the monlhi or - two followliig

Ripcord. Late summer sunshme in'the

Nam Hoa mountains. Jungle thick as a
: dmne: siilad, !hey werd watching a slen-

der trail wmdmg thlough the undétbrish-"

:—an enemy supply line.
Easy duty. No: $weal, Gl Stay alert, sl'uy
alive.

The snap-crackle of AK-47 rounds

whipped over our heads, slicing through
tree leaves and branches, their sharp
sound echoing, fading in the denge foli-
age. An instant later it was guiet, except
for the thump thump of our hearts and the
'ho;lrse 1aqp ‘of dur bte‘lt]]lllg

STAFF JOURNAL:

I was wiser now, and let sergeants do- .

their thing. Ross slid through the leafy
brush, circled the LP/OP site, and came

up emply. The enemy was gone. A chi-

mera who had fired and fled,

" After-a perfunctory call for artillery--
and inconclusive results--we c{|d a qmck
postmortem,.

Ellis--that was his name (or something

similar)--had been sliot déad by a lone

enemy soldier traveling down the trail:

Shot dead at point-blank range. Blkis (or

whoever) had been smoking pot, Stoned
to the max, he had no idea in the world
what was happening to him when it did.
He had been sitting cross-legged, com-
pletely in the ozone when it happened,

The impact of the enemy slugs threw him -

backward, ripped his shirt and chest open,

“destroyed his heatt and spine. It was a
quick drug-cleuded death.

- In retrospect, 25 ycals later, not abad -
way o go. i

' His LPIOP partner (it could havc been'.

him) was a pile of nerves. We were all

wired. Enemy that close and .., poof ..." -
“rothing, just instant deatly.

Thing is, this guy was dead, A dumb
death, to be sure, butacombat death nore-
theless,

Next time [ got to the réar | sat down to -

write ltis next-of-kin--his parents, What

do you say? It wasn’t tike writing about -

Kreckel, who got the Distinguished Ser-
vice Cross posthumousty for saving a
man's life by squaring off with'an enemy

maching gunner; or Doc Draper wlio de- -
* fended his patient with-a .45 automatic
until he was gunned down. Draper got the

Z OAKTON

Silver Star. What do you say .about a
dirtbag who got killed smoking pot in the
line of duty?

Tl telt your what yolr say. You-say:
“Dear Mr. and Mrs . Yourson died
facing the enemy.” :

llnt s what you my, “ﬁcmg thc en-"’
emy.” :
Thuc sa lot more-you want to say, but
don’t. He died facing tlle enemy That's
enough,

There’s. 58,000 and more names-on "[ hie

Wall,.and that’s enongh. Ellis, or what-
ever his iame was, wasn’t.unique, buthe
was: iy the. minority. Stilt, 1 think abeut
him and the stories we don’t like to teil,
How many other I} Il;scs are there? Who
cares? :

Ellis” name is ont The Wali alonv w1th
ttue heroes like Kreckel and Draper, But

1 don't'think that matters, The Wall isn’t
“about heroes ordirtbags, All you have to
- do to-qualify-isdo-be dead from the Wdl.

That’s what:mallers, - 7
[ronicaily, in death, Ellis is p"ut of a

« larger. contribution- to- the. living than be
* eould have imagined. The Wall is balm

for a hation so horribly divided by the war
that its. scars can theal easily. That, too,
matiers.

Kreckel. is dead. Dmpet ds.dead. Scones
of othet heroes I know are dead. [ mourn
them. They died facing the enemy, '

Ellis is dead. He died facing the enemy,

1t was the best [ could say. unde1 the ¢ir-
cumstances, P -

.- Currahee,

Chuck Hawkins
LiZ Qakton

NFWSL]‘ I"I"LR BOAR])

A NATIONAL NEWSLET’I‘ER:SINCE 1983 -

Foundcr: l’uhiishet Editor: Contributing Editorst

Chip Collins. Frank Marshall Chuck Hawkins _ John “Custer” Mihalko Ray “Blackie™ Black:mn

C(B,2506) . (A, 2/506) (A, 2/506) (Recon, 2/506) D, 2/501)

F]NANCIAL CONTR]BU T lONS FOR NOVI“MBI! R/DECEMBI’R ,
* Robert Hageman, Vineent Kenyon, ' Lee Knight,- Jim Williamson, Lloyd Rahlf
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4“5 INCOMING

Sam Spade Mustla Becn a Smper

Hey, Inoops, : :
Sarge here. Fout-man- snipel team: om of Phu Bai,:E:Go,, 1/50?
November 70-71, fresh from Koreq,69-70. RA, all the way!

¢ Iremember-Firg-Base: Mary Anne, My team was pulled out-of .

our hunting AQ,the Nong Truong Nam Dong--map No, 6341 TH,
grids; 96-88, 97-90, 98-89--about a 10-klick camping: glound You
remember those camping-areas, don’t ya?

We were notified the usual Army way: L.T. said be on the P7
you™1 resupply on the-fire base; be briefed and go intoian AO
around Mary Anne l‘on two-weeks, hcle 5 a map, now, moeve out
troop:

Our nisslot was to plck up any lalgets in the AO -hopofully-

sonie of those that hit the fire base earlier, Lighteen targets in two
weeks doesn’tseen like mugh of a'dent in the big picture, but the
camplng was groat; Sometimes 1 missihose sleepless; bug-fitled,
shadow:-moving; cold-sweal, windless nights ... sometimes.

I kiiow yoi guys-had:a bad day o Ripcord, and 1 am glad 1
wasn’t thete; Butif youineeded me-all you had to do was call, and

I’d have been there with Willy:and ourtwo cherries, because thfat 5

the kind of guys we broops are.
ltwas-mydnderstanding that one of our recon teamns found bun-
kers under the fire base itself. Some of the stuil found in those

caves included 500-pound bags of rice from Califernia, and.an~ -

other siate over here, and baseball: 111111‘3, balls and: bfus ool balls
and some other stuff.

After those two weeks we-were \moved to ['ire Base Barbara, It
wasa mess: The ARVNs piilled out and threw everything in.the
wire--cases of ammo, mottars, LA Ws--everything *but” food, they
took all-that with them. Being Ameticans, we didn’ tsay anythmg
We just cleaned up after-them as always.

Yeah, 1 remembet those days. 1 learned to go wnh the ﬂow of
things and now I use it in everyday life to help get me through life.

I'haven’t heard anything from yoursnipers. Why is {tno:one writes -
about our trips to the field? Maybe you could pass.on-my address. - @

lo your unit snipers, and we could talk?
Sarge “Jay” Tangard

f

 Spreading the Word About Members

A Cusrahee veter an, Sain Kpipmeyer, was kind enoug,h 0 lep

the Ripcord Report off at the store | work at, and he said the Aug.,
. Sopt., Oct, and November newslcttels will bring back a log of

memeries, Indeed they dld [See page 5, “A bcrgefmt M'uo: Re-
members.”] ..

-4 am also on the national member Shlp commlttee of the. [01st
Arborne Division Association, and in February and March 1995
ouy chapter in northern California is Imvmg, a meeung,, dedicated

o the Vietaan veterans. Hopefully, by that time, T can get the Lost

Eagles-in-the Reno/Sparks area to join us, First Lieutenant Sam
Kaipmeyer joined us recently, and this Cuuahee vetelan is qulta a
fellow. _

Keepr up the excellent newsletter, and Il send an ad to you i
you care to put’it in the report,
Best regards,
Lioyd I. Rahlf, Sgt. Maj, Ret.
3d Bde, §-3, 1969-70

P.S. ’'m going to Washington in May 1995, and Tex lLIl‘llCl has

steered 1nie 1o the $-2/8-3 staffjournals and the combat after action

reports in (he national archives, I'm interested in getting copies for-

the period Aug. 1969 to July 1970, which I wrote and put togethet.

[ also have hundreds of photos of the A’Shau Valley and the fire
bases there, and of the Camp Evans/Camp Eagle area,
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Lloyd Rahlf gives our readetship an-
other slant on Fire Base Henderson
{“LZ Oakton,” No. 35, Oct. 1994].-
Cditor

SPARKS, Nev.--1 will never forget Fire
Supportt Base Henderson and the events
of the 6th of May and the 7th of May
1970. As the operations sergeant of the
3d Brigade I was on duty in the bri-
gade TOC, and A Co., 2d Bn., 501st
Inf., was deployed late on the 6th of
May, after the [former defenders] had
pulled off the hill. In the haste of their
departure the defensive positions and
other barriers were not the best, but A
Co., 2/501st, managed to get their de-
fensive posittons setup. -

That evening, in the early morning
hours, they were hit with sappets and
NVA, The sappers blew up the ARVN
artillery battery of 105mm howitzers

A SERGEANT MAJOR REMEMBERS
By Sgt. Maj. Lloyd J. Raklf, USA, Ret.

deployed to the hill. The battalion Re-
con Platoon took the brunt of the casu-
alties and it was a disaster that struck
them, These men who were on FSB
Henderson were all truly heroes, and [
also lost a hero, and a friend, on
Henderson on the 7th of May 1970,

Atabout 1655 hours, Col. William I
Bradley, commander of the 3d Brigade,
Maj. Robert A. Turner, Bde. $-3, and
my dear friend, Command Sgt. Maj.
Raymond C. Long, the brigade sergeant
major, flew out to Henderson to take a
look at the fire base and assess the situ-
ation. When the helicopter landed the
NVA started throwing in a hail of mor-
tar rounds and, as described by Maj.
Turner, Command Sgt. Maj. Long
saved his life.

A mortar round had landed behind
Long and Turver, [and the sergeant
major bore the brunt of the blast].

Command Sgt. Maj. Long died on the
hill, At 1700 hours I received a call at
the TOC that he had been hit, and as
the word of his death came over the
TOC radios, all went silent in the TOC.
The 3d Bde. had lost a great command
sergeant major, and I lost a friend,

Those of us who were in Vietnam
need io be reminded that all the battles
were significant, and that the 101st Air-
borne Division has many heroes.

I departed the 3d Brigade on the 10th
of July 1970, at 1300 hours, after say-
ing goodbye to Col. Ben Harrison. |
headed for Phu Bai in the S-3’s jeep
and it flew down QL-~1, and homeward
bound. Master Sgt. Joseph L. Barker
was the operations sergeant for 3d Bri-
gade during the Ripcord siege.

Currahee ... Airborne ... Air Assault!

THERE 1S NO ‘GOOD WAY’

There is no good way (o enter an enemy tunnel system.

There is no good way to keep dry during the monsoons.

If there i3 no good way to tell the captain he’s wrong, there are a
hundred no good ways to tell the same to a colonel.

There is no good way to tell your wife why letters don’t arrive

when she expects them.

There is no good way to tell the enemy you’re a conscientious

objector.

Therc is no good way 1o dig a foxhole where you can see to shoot

but not be seen to be shot at.

I'here is no good way to follow a trail without following a trail.
There is no good way Lo step on a booby trap; and there is only

one really no good way to step off of it.

Thete is no good way to drink whiskey and laugh at the same

time.

DONATIONS KEEP THE
NEWSLETTER GOING.

WE NEED YOUR INPUT!

The Ripcord Report is an all volunteer ef-
fort to communicate through all Ripcord
survivors and their families and friends. It

does cost money for postage and printing.

YOU CAN HELP
by sending

There is no good way to say “sit” to an officer with your mouth
{ull of C-ration ham and eggs. (But there are funny ways to do it.)

There is no good way to land a chopper on a hot LZ.

There is no good way to take a piss during a fire fight.

When thete is no good way to do something, a GI will figure out
how to do it anyway.

Just remember, when there is no good way, there is always the
Army way.

Drive on, Airbore. Currahee.

DONATIONS
INFORMATION
PROFILES

Okay, now it’s your turn to come up with a few.

PSSR s B S LSS T e e e e e e
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Continted from page I ..,
VIETNAM, 25 YEARS AGO

On the 8th, in the United States, Pri-
vate Gerald Smith and Sergeant Charles
Hutto of the Americal Division were both
charged with war crimes. Due to leave the
U.S. Aemy within the week, Smith and
Hutto were alleged (o have commitled
murder and sexual assault against Viet-
namese civilians at Song My.

On Jan. 8-9, U.S. troops, aided by ar-
mor, artillery and air strikes, battered
Communist forces near Tay Ninh, At least
109 enemy were killed against U.S. losses
of two dead and [0 wounded.

On Jan. 15, South Vietnamese Senator
Tran Van Don and 14 other senators de-
clared the establishment of the Peoples
Bloc, a new political group dedicaled to
finding a political solution to unification
of North and South Vietnant under a non-
Communist regime. The following day
terror struck as a Viet Cong force attacked
civilians in a refugee camp in the village
of Chauthan on the Batangan peninsula.
LExploding dynamite charges destroyed
numerous homes, killing 16 citizens and
wounding 21.

On Jan. 18, 16 South Vielnamese of-
ficer cadets and their instructor were
killed -and 33 wounded in a command
detonated mine attack by Viet Cong guer-
riflas against the Thu Duc Officers Train-
ing School 12 miles northeast of Saigon.

The ground war becane vicious on Jan.
22d. An abottive attack by a joint force
of Notth Vietnamese and Viet Cong
against a South Vietnamese marine bri-
gade in the Mekong Della resulted in 72
Communists kitled, while the South Viet-
namese lost 15 dead and 41 wounded. On
the same day, at a U.S, attillery base 55
miles north of Saigon, 13 soldiers were
killed and three injured in an ammunition
dump explosion.

The U.8. command announced on Jan.
26, that increased combat activily in all
four military regions resulted in enemy
indirect fire attacks on 29 friendly targets.
The Communists reported 75 of their
troops as killed in these actions. Nine
Americans lost their lives and five were
wounded.

On the 28th, U.S. fighter-bombers
blasted anti-aircraft inissile positions 90

R ]

miles inside North Vietnam after inissiles
were fired at an unarmed reconnaissance
plane. One F-105 jet was downed by
Commuunist ground fire, and a rescue he-
licopter was subsequently destroyed by a
MiG-21 near the North Vietnamn-Laos
border. The helicopter’s six-man crew
was listed as missing. Reconnaissance
flights were a regular feature since the No-
vember 1968 bombing halt.

Pregident Richard Nixon announced at
aJan, 30, news conference that “the policy
of Vietnamization is irreversible,” regard-
less of lack of progress al the Paris peace
talks, However, Nixon warned North
Vietnam that any increases in combat ac-
tivity during the withdrawals will be dealt
with “more strongly than ... in the past.”
1.8, policy is aimed at withdrawing comn-
bat troops, not necessarily combat sup-
port troops.

At the Paris peace talks the U.S. del-
egation affirmed that reconnaissance
overflights of North Vietnam with figher
escort are. routine, but that this does not
violate the bombing cessation understand-
ing. North Vietnamese delegates coun-
tered with charges that U.S. planes
bombed and strafed several populated
areas during the bombing lull.

The last day of January (970 turned
murderous as over 100 rocket, mortar and
ground attacks by eneiny forces from the
DMZ (o the Mekong Delta cost [9 Ameri-
cans their lives and wounded another 119.
South Vietnamese forces lost |1 killed
and 86 wounded. For the Communists the
price of these attacks was high: more than
400 enemy soldiers lost their lives on Jan.
31st,

Source: The World Almanac of the Viet-
nam War, John S, Bowman, gen. ed., Bi-
son Books Corp., N.Y., [985.

NEW YEAR
RESOLUTIONS
"FROM RIPCORD,
SORT OF

Next time, [ will take the tens-cap
off iy Nikon.

1 will stop filing little Xs in the tip
of my M-16 rounds.

1 will remember that heat tabs, not
C-4, are for cooking C-rations.
Moreover, I will not stomp cut burmn-
ing C-4 with my boot.

Never again will T season tood with
pepper from South Vietnamese
LRRP rations. Never,

Monsoons and enemy contact per-
mitting, I will write more letters
home.

I will remember that if a footprint
in a trait looks fresh, it probably is.

Never again will I be the only one
to go on a RIT with the licutenant.
I resolve to improve my profes-
sional knowledge by learning to call
for naval gunfire,

I swear I will vote in the next elec-
tion.

When I get home, I'm going to buy
a bottle of whiskey for the dude who
stole my girl; then ’'m going to give
his name and address to the nearest
rectuiter.

I will remember that the words
“FRONT TOWARD ENEMY™ on
the claymore antipersonnel mine
mean what they say.

I will remember to say: “My map

must be screwed up,” not; “The cap-
tain is fost.”

HAPPY NEW YEAR

S s — e o s o




PASS IN REVIEW

D-DAY JUNE 6, 1944 The Climatic Battle of World War 11
By Stephen E. Ambrose, Simon & Schuster, New York, 1993,
655 pp., $30 ($38.50 Can.)

Based on 1,400 oral histories of men who were there, D-DAY
JUNE 6, 1944, .is a masterul tefling of preparations for and first
day of the Normandy invasion--Qperation Overlord,

Indeed, Stephen. Ambrose emphasizes actions on June 6, 1944,
like no other, His first 10 chapters set the stage. The remaining.22
chapters focus entirely on that first day of dramatic combat, from
airborne Jandings behind enemy lings to the first waves of Ameri-
can, British, Canadian,.Free French, Polish, wacgmn and other
nation’s.troops hitting the beaches.

D-DAY is authoritative, as it should be, for the subject has bcen
previously covered in numerous. works. Ambrose is equal to the
task. Forexample, the University of New Orleans history profes-
sor reveals for the first time that the detajled plan for the invasion
of France had to be abandoned before the first shot was fired,

In the prologue, Ambrose tells who fired the first shots and the
circumstances, and who were the first to die. British-Lt. Den
Brotheridge, a platoon leader with D Comp’my, Oxfordshire and
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry Regiment (the “Ox and Bucks™,
6th Airborne Division, was the first Allied S(Jldlel to be kitled. 1t.
Bob Mathias, a platoon leader with E Company, 508ll] P'uachule
infantry. Regiment, U.S. 82d. /\nborne Division, was thc first
American officer. o be. klllcd by German fire. .

Ambrose writes: “If Hitler had seen Den Bl()lhel 1dgc and Bob
Mathias in action at the beginning of D-Day, he might have had
second thoughts. It is Brotheridge and Mathias and their buddles
the young men born into the. false prosperity of the 1920s and
brought up in the bitter realities of the Depression of.the 1930s,
that this book is:about. The literature they tead as youngsters was
antiwar, cynical, portraying patriots as suckers, slackers as heroes.
Nong of them wanted to be part of another war. T hey wanted to be
throwing baseballs, not hand grenades, shooting , 225 at rabbits,
not M- s at.other young men. But when the test came, when free-
dom had to be fought for or abandoned, they. [oug,hl They were
soldiers of demoeracy.-They wete the men of 1-Day, and 1o them
we owe our freedom.” e o

Ambrose's “love song to democracy” also makes good his argu-
ment that D-Day was the critical battle of World War 11, and care-
fully avoids the subtle distinction of decisiveness. Had D-Day ehded

- in a German repulse of the Anglo-American landing forces, it might
well have been the decisive baitle ol’tl_le. war, But that did not hap-
pen.. i

[ qu was ulhcal l)e(,auqe it was neceswy o kccp Stalin’s
Soviet Union in the war and not make a scp'u ate peace with Hitler;
and.because Hitler knew that Allied forces in France would di~
rectly threaten. Germany’s mdustual hiearifand, whereas “the v'lsi—
ness of space” in the East provided a large buffer. “lfthe enemy,
Hitler said, “succeeds in penetrating our defense lon] fance’s coast]
on a wide front, consequences of staggering plopomons W|ll fol-
fow within a short time.”

There were other critical battles in the war--Midway in the Pa-
cilic, Stalingrad and Kursk on the Eastern Front--which if the Al-

lies had not won, and bled the enemy white in so doing, might.
have prolonged the war or changed its eventual outcomc But the
D-Day elfort was paramount.

Operation Overlord, which Winston Churchill called “the mest
difficult and complicated operation ever to take place,” was enor-
mous in scope. Over two years in the making, preparations. for.D-
Day involved literalty millions of people and a fantastic amount
of materiel. Then, early on June 5, when Gen, Dwight D. “Tke”
Eisenhower uttered the decision, “OK, let’s go,” 175,000 fi fghtm{.,
men and theit’equipnient were cominitted to battle. -« -

it took 5,333 ships and nearly 11,000 airplanes to transport the -
invasion force 60 to 100 miles across the English-Channel. ‘Their -
gargo included 50,000 vehieles, from motorcycles to tanks and
armored bulldozers; and they had stout German (leI'enses to worey
about,

“Inthe end, D-DAY JUNE 6, 1944, is about humau bemgs going
into battle, fearful of what might happen, more afraid of their own
frailty than the enemy. Typical of many, Lt. Richard Winters, a
member of the 506th Parachute Infantry, U.S. 101st Airborne Di-
vision, “prayed the whole way over, he prayed to live through the
day,-prayed that he wouldn’t fail.” . '

“H lc didn’t fail,” Ambr ose tepolts “He won the DSC that morn-
ing.”

Twenty-one years later membets of the 101st-Airborne Dlvmon
were again committed to-combat against-an enemy of democracy,
this time in Southeast Asta. Sadly, the.outeome was different in
Yietnam, but not hecause there: was any flaw in U5, tloop‘; or

“deficiency instheir quality

- Read-Ambrose’s book: If you-are a VOlGI an of oombat in any
war, 'you-will sce yourself or.a comrade somewhere on the pages
of D-DAY.Veleran ornot, the book will reveal a bit more of the
mystety of why and-how men fight..

Then, when you are finished, in remembrance of thosc who have
fought in all of America’s wars, share D-DAY with a friend. .
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- EDI l OR’S HIS I ORY CORNLR

Dept of lhe Army

HQ, 2d BN (Ambl) 506th INF
APO San Francisco 96383 .
Unit History, March 1971

C’o’mihuea’ from'No: 3-7
f']lE ‘OFF[C]AL’ HIS [ORY OF 2/5061 H FOR 1970

1 |]1‘3 segment of Lhe !nstoly de"lls briefly with Delta and Ch'u lie
Companys.combined assault. on Hill [000:0n July 8th, They at-
tacked upslope to-the west heading away (rom-Ripeord. Because
of the relationship of Ripcord and Hill 1000, these attacks were
termed “frontal.” Latet attacks up the reverse or western slope of
Hill 1000 by 2d Battalion, 50.1st.(Geronime) Infantry (=), which.
wete ogually: unsuccwsful are: not p'nt of the 2/506th hIStOIy -
Ldnm ' : , : G _ ;

']‘hronghout that night [7-8 July] and-during the next.morning,
Hill 1000 was pounded again and.again with air strikes and artil-
lery. Charlie Company moved from a location northwest of the
fire-base where they: liad-been experiencing light contact to assist
Delta Company in-a second assaulton the InIlr Ihe sccond assault
was as-feroctous ag the:first. ‘ ¢

- Delta:and Charlie Companies managed to 1clvance only sllghlly

farther than the day before, The enemy: had: dug:iniso-well that
only a ditect hit from a-500-pound of 250-pound bomb- could de-
stroy thelr bunkers. As friendly casualties increased it-became-ap-
parent that Mill 1000 was not going to be taken: that day .or:any
other, Delta and Charlie w1thdlew undu cover ofair strlkes and
Cobra:gunships. : :

Late In'the aftethoon; aﬂc; the contact, Li Col l,ums landed
and discussed operations with Capt. Rollison and Capl. Wilcox,
He determined at that time that the efforts against Hill 1000 would
-be oo cgstly to justify fulthc] assaults. Della Company was com-
bat assaulted on; Alie:morning’of the 9th to the O Ro:l]y area ancl
Charlie Compaity was moved eqst of Rlpcotd
- Thatnight.and the next day, time-on-tatget ’ll’tlllely plepmanons

- were called on Ml 1000, but American forees no’ longer ventured
up its scarred slopes. Rlpcmd conunued to takc ineoming mor tar
. and recoilless llﬂc 10unds

To be continued ...
" Editor’s Note

- At this point in:the. Ripcerd, siege. Alpha Company and 1 were
: securely ensconced on.Fire Base O’Reilly, a bout nine klicks north
_of Ripeord, and, as it wrned out, with a line-of:sight view of Hill
1 1000, Very litte that had gone on in the battation AO had been
fost on me or Alpha’s men, and-we knew that our lime would 500N
come. The next issue will récount the official version of Alphn
: Company’s introduction to fighting around Ripeord.

* For this issue, however, excerpts from my lellers home to wife
and family reveal some of the sense of foreboding we felt, prepa-

;1)1c|1'11<, my. pcopl

rations for battle and my personal anxiety. The following. dCtdl|
has never before been published.--Chuck Hawkins

LETTERS FROM FIRE BASE O’REILLY

Junc 18, 1970, to my wife.

.. ' sority werhave to be apart'on our anniversary ... T took
over Alpha Company on 30 Mfay, and five ddys before our anni-
versary we made contact. ... IWo men were wolinded and onc young,
kid with a-wife and two- weck old’ daughter was killed.

The men weré then too scared to move, so [ moved fonw'nclwnh -

?my CP ... pretty soon | had two squads fif ifing and maneuvering

foward the enemy. ... We secured the hill.top and I spent the night
giving a wounded mait ¢igareties and water, aridlistening to him
moan, ... No medals, no heloes Just my J()b But lt makes me smk ‘
and numb afterwaid, '

. Then; o the eve of onr anniversary; about'six NVA slipped

'wnhln two hundred meters of our NDP and hit us with RPGs and
‘smalk arnis fire’ :ust before dark. The st Platoon reacted well ..

[and] dmve the cnemy Off Anothel man wounded "mothu man
Kifled, h

[its) a dnty, stinking war and every man here’ has a dirty,
c;t:nking,Job And1'm responsible for a company of dirty, stinkitig
qold!el‘s and I tove every one of thend, and-T'don’t want theri fo
die‘dny more, So't push and | drive'them, and we are-on a fire base
o Rcllly) dlgg,mg in and laying wire from dawn to dusk and:1
will not Tose more men. And when we leave this fire base1 wﬂl
havu a comp'my of klllcrs who know how to smvive

July 2 1970 lo my wxfe._
ol tlnnk my stay-on'flire Base] O’ Reilly is drawing fo a close’...

in a Ll'ly of two perhaps. There has been a gréat deal of contact
around Rlpcmd in the past week, and lots of action yesterday and

last night: My old Chatlie Compaiy raked a company of NVA
averthe coals, But were badly hurt in doing so. I think Alpha Com-

pany will [combat ‘assault) near Ripeord to take off sonie of the
pressure. Ripcord also has been hit recently, but we built that fiie
base well and casualties were negllglble Don’t worry, honey, bul
dont ook for a lot 01_ fetters éither. 7.1 had «Tot of friends-in
Charlic Company C Co

July 4 19’70 to my wife

. ete l"ﬂn nO Réilly en]oymg: ‘the 4th of Iu]y, wlnle justa
1cw klicks away Ripcord is under mortar attack. They have been
under seige for three days now, and have weathered the enéniy
' w;_(houl dny ﬁt"llitu,s and only a iew woundcd A !dt of the

engmy rounds are duds. ...

I am br ymg to objcctlvely ook at the facts so 1 ¢hn ob ganm and
« Fknow it sounds sick; honey; butthis ISy
war and if gets moie per sonal every day. I wish the NVA would hit

e I{ellly Ttwould give ine a great deal ofannnalplmsuleto watch

thein die; tangled ribbons of flesh in the wnre

Commued on ne\t page




Continved from previous page ...
July 7, 1970, to my aunt and unele,

.. I've been meaning to write and 1’ ve started to, but words don’t
come (hat easily these days. Too many men are being killed and
wounded. There has been almost daily contact in the battalion for
the past month, ..,

We leave our fire base in a few days, The NVA aren’t leaving,
and neither are we, so | guess the name of the game is: Stay alert,
stay alive. I'm gelling old.

. [Tlelt [the war protesters] thal by not supporting us, they’re
aiding the enemy, I’ sick, alright, but let me tell you how 1 feel:
There aren’t enough grenades and bullets in my rucksack to kill
the [North Vietnamese] 1’d like to see dead in a day. Nixon is
okay. 've got men in my company who would extend o stay in
the Army and in V, Nam if we were to make a thrust into Laos,
Cambodia or North Vietnam. ...

July 8, 1970, letter to my wife.

.. Hongy, seriously now. We're going on a fcombat assault in
two days]. Back to the field, I’'m not 10 feet tall; I'm only six feet
high and made of flesh and bone, I'm scared. We all know we’re
going into a:bad AQ. There will be contact. No doubt about it |
am anxious for my men. I have enough worries for 10 people and
I pray it will not get worse. All of a sudden, 1 find that I have more
field experience than the majority of my men, ... it has made the
war just that much more real. | have no doubts about myself. |
have a good plan, my men will be careful and do their jobs well,
but 1 still work at improving odds and ends, T have the largest
company in the battalion ... 75 men. NOT a very big company.

I-am Jooking, forward forit in a way. It's funhy, but [ stilf find -

myself proving me to myself. Major Davis told me to bé ety care-

ful, and [Lt. Col, Lucas] talks to me like a son. You know they are

worried too. ['want to de my ;ob I'want fo do it.well. ... ] owe a
debt to lhuy and Noms and D’WIS dlld $nmh and Het ndon and
Lenz and .. : :

The war lm become lml these p'ust few weeks . There are four
officers and 70 [enlisted men]irusting in me.and !oo_kiu_g to me for
guidance. They must have confidence in me ... and 1 can’t show
any signs of weakness--none. That's the hard part, because I do
have weaknesses and that’s where I need-you. Withi you [ am 10
feet tall ... _

Honey, ['ve got to grab some sleep now, Wish me luck, I'll write
more later when 1 get the chanee, but {t may be a while until the
next letter. I know you underst’and.

July 9, 1970, to my aunt: an(l uncle.

. Today, T am a company: comm*mder prepfu ing for combat.
Fomouow we will engage the-enemy. I fake.a few moments of my
time and Jook away from thy maps and gréase pens. The sky is
clear, Clean, fresh air uppleq my hair, and rivy mind is Tost in days
gotie by. Lonely country music wafls upon the'breeze from a nearby
bunker, and my soldiers joke netvously and clean weapons, To-
motrow, we will kill, and perbaps kitow death ourselves. .

I see in my men, who, uncomplaining, go to meet their fate, my
brother who is their age. I see young John, who soon will be, and

a thousand others. ... I am not their Maker, only a leader, Only
another flesh-and-blood person with hopes and fears the same as
they, but [ am the company commander. ... :

[ enjoy your letters. They give me much food for thought, and
help to pass the occasional wearisome hours, 1 want you to know
how very deeply 1 feel about all of you folks at home. 1 miss you
dearly, and anticipate the day when I can walk in your front door
and spend a few happy moments. ...

God bless you all, and may Fle keep you well. Say a prayer for
the men of A Co., 2/506th. They are all good people, and are needed
at home. ...

Next month’s official history:
THE ATTACK TO SIEZE HILL 805

AWARD AND DECORATION SUMMARY
FOR 2D BN, 506TH INF, FOR 1970

Awarded Pending

Medat of Honor 0 1
Distinguished Service Cross 1 0
Silver Star 48 g
Legion of Merit 1 1
Distinguished F'lying Cross 0 0
Soldier’s Medal 7 0
Bronze Star “V” 157 " 39
Bronze Star : S907 0
Air Medal “V” o0 0
Ait Medal - : S 781 13 -
Army Commendation Medal “yr 60 9
Army Commendation Medal _ 768 0

MILE [ ARY QUO’I L S

Learn to obey bc[me you command ~-Solon of Athcps 6"58~559
B.C. .

Often the test of courage s not to-die but to live:-*Vittorio Alﬁel i,

- 1749-1803

In war, truth is thc first casualty.-—,Aeéchylué, 525-456 B.C,

Domestic pollcy can ‘onty defeat us; fme[g,n pollcy can kitl us, -
John F. Kennedy, 1961 .




CONTENTS

Bob Hageman Bio ... 1
Vietnam, 25 Years Ago i T
Nolan’s Magmﬁccm Baslcu ds "2

1 L2 OAKTON it 3]
INCOMING . 4

L ASGEMAI REMEMBERS ... 5 | |
No Good Way ..o 3
New Year’s Resolutions ............. 6
Book Review: D=DAY /i 7
Editor’s History Corner ... 8

Letters From O’Reilly vovvoverren 8|

‘porsonbay DR

UONOVII0Y) - SSQIPPY

| SUIYMEL] ' SA[IRYD) 09
 LMOHY QYOI

| RIPCORD REUNION ‘95

Twenty-Flve Year

 Anniversary! =

,Juiy 19-23, 1995
Denver, Colo.



Frank
Rectangle


