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Commentary

HILL 805 AND THE FEMINIST

- AGENDA.
By Chuck Hawkins

OAKTON,: Va.--It began suddenly

~with the pop-hiss of a trip flare going |

. off in the dark jungle, then the
whooosh-craack of North Vietnamese
rocket propelled grenades arced
through the night and slammed inlo the
rocky outcrop of mountain identified
by GI maps as Hill 803, '

American clefendetSonopens of
Delta Company, 2d Battalion, 501st
Infantry, 101st Airborne Division--re-
acted in an instant. Clayinore anti-per-
sonnel mines flashed and thundered,
M-16 rifles spat angrilyiinto the night,
grenade launchers fired, thumping
their 40mm high explosives into the
ranks of the attacking enemy. The
company commander called for artil-
lery fire support.

Attacked from all sides, (he Delta
Raiders responded with carefully
planned fires along predetermined in-
tersecting lines, M-G0 machine gun
and rifle fire ripped outward, only
inches above ilie barren. earth on il
805’s crest, striking and stopping
North Vietnamese infiltrators a few

feet from the GI’s ring of foxholes. * -
Fighting raged for nearly one hout, -
and in the flickering light of mortar il- -

lumination rounds a neighboring riffe
company on a nearby ptomorntory on
Hill 805 joined in the fiay. Attacking
enemy i‘orlnal‘ions;qé{tl ghtina murder-

ous cross-fire and scythed down ina

welter of mortar and artillery shells, be-
gan falling back, dragging their dead
and wounded comrades.

The Americans on the rugged peak
of Hill 805 suffered 16 wounded men,
many of whom refused evacuation, de-
termined to stay with their friends and
stick it outto aceomplish theirdefense
of the key mountain top..-.

Continued on page 6 ...
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_ VIETNAM, 25 YEARS AGO

Feb. 1,.1970, North Vietmam’s first
secretary oij‘ithe Communist Party, Le
Duan, spoke at a celebration in Haroi

. marking the 40th anniversary of the

party. He warned the North Vietnam-
ese people that they “must be prepared
to fight for many more years” to force

the withdrawal of U.S. forces from

Vietnam.
_In the United States, on Februray 2d,
members of the anti-war movement
filed suit against the Dow Chemical
Company ina Washington, D.C., coutt,
Their intent was to force the company
to reveal that it still made napalm,

In the air war over North Vietam,
U.S. fighter-bombers attacked a mis-

sile and gun position for the sccond
time in a week after an unarined recon-""
naissance jet came under intense anti-
aireraft fire, This was'in the area of”

Bankarai Pass, along the Infiltration

route between Laos and North Viet-

nam, just 20-miles north of the DMZ.
On February 3d the Senale Foreign

Relfations Committee reopened hear-

ings on the Vietnam War, The sensc of

Republicans backing President Nixon,

was lhat the Vietnamization program
was a “great success.” Demoerals, (-
cluding Senators Tarold Hughes of
lowa, Thomas Eagleton of Missouti
and Alan Cranston from California tes-
tified in Favor of a resolution calling
for termination of America’s commit-
ment to South Vietnam unless reforms
were made, '
While politicans were jacking their
Jaws in Washington, D.C., Viet Cong
gunners shetled Bien Moa dirbase. U.S,
helicopter gunships responded, killing
23 enemy. Another 52 Communists

were reported killed by U.S. forces in

two battles north of Saigon.
On Feb. 5, a friendly fire incident by
U.S. attack helicopters killed eight

Continued on pdge 2.0
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Congressiomt-l Update

’ ‘I’EAC[ ’I HROUGH STRENGTH

"lhe stmtcgy of “Peace lhlough
Strength® that helped win the Cold

“War bids been tpdated for the 1990s

aind beyond Presented asa resolution
to Congress by the American Secuitity
Council Foundation anid its U.S. Na-
tional Strategy Cotvmigsion, the 11-

point strategy gaindd the attention of
Congressman Duncan Hunter, R-Ca+

lif.,, head of the Military Ploculcmem
Subcommittcu

Hunter, who Is drafting leg,lsldtmn
for the National Security- Act, has
asked for input from the commission.
The act isdesigned to “establish a blue-
iibbon panel of-national security ex-
perts who will make recommendations

“to Congress: oh restoring military
© - réadingss and maintaining U.S: lead-
' ‘according’
t6 John Fishe¥, chatrmanof the Améri- *
can Secutity Coundil Foundation - - -
Membersof the U.S: Natiofial Strat-
egy, Commissioh include luminaries
such a8 Adm. Thomas Moorer {USN,’

ership ‘around the world,”

Ret.), a former chairman f the Joint

Chiefs of Staff; Dr. Ray Cling, foter -
“deputy directorof the CIA, former Air

Force chief of staff Gen, Charles

Gabriel, former Ambassador Edward-
Rowny and retited Navy Adin.Elmo
Zumwalf, a p’lSt chlet" of ndval opera- -

tions. :
For more mformation‘on the-:Ameri

can Security Councilaiid how you can -
help, write to FI55 15th:8t., N.Wgi
Suite 1101, Washington, D, C,,ZOOOS .

or call 20?/484 1(76

¢ OMIN(; SOON! -
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Continued fiom page I ...
Vietnam, 25 Years Ago

South Vietnamese soldiers and wounded 31,

On the 10th, Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird paid a visit to
South Vietnam. He called the pace of Vietnamization “adequate,”
but stated that ways to improve the program were being exam-
ined.

The next-day Laird leﬁsseltcd that U.S. warplanes would con-
tinue to take whatever steps were necessary to protect themselves
during reconnaissance flights over Notrth Vietnam. Laird said that
the policy of “protective reaction” applied to North Vietnam as
well as for U8, troops in Laos and Cambodia.

On the 13th Communist forces ambushed a U.S. Marine detach-
ment killing 13 and wounding 12 at a cost of six enemy soldiets
dead.

On the home front & Gallup Poll of February 14th showed that
55 percent of Americans continued to oppose an immediate with-
drawal of U.8. troops from. Vietnam, but that the proportion fa-
voring such a withdrawal Imd risen from 21 percent in November
to 35 percent.

After repeated courtroom Vlole,n(,e Judge Julius I!ofl"mﬂn sen-
tenced four of the Chicago,Seven defendants to lengthy prison

- terms. for-contempt of court.

Also onthis date a fire fight along the Cambodian border ¢laimed
the lives of 31 Notth. Vietnamese soldiers at a loss of only eight
LIS, troops killed and 30 wounded.

On the 15th, Judge Hoffiman sentenced the other three Chicago

Seven defendents to long prison terms for contempt of court and,
because oftheiroutrageous behavior, Hoffman sent defense attor-
‘neys William Kunsiler and Leonard Weinglass along with them,

Near: Da Nang a South Vietnamese force aided by armor and

U.S. aif power, distupled a Communist battalion preparing to at-
tack, The enemy lost 145 killed, while South Vietnamesc losses
wete four-dead.and 26 wounded.

From the-[ 7th threugh the 18th U.S, 13-52 bombers shified thcu
bombing emphasis. from South Vietham and along the Ho Chi
Minh Tratl to interdiet Nogth Viethamese forces attacking the Plain
of Jars in Laos, Listed as routine missions these bombing strikes
caused a new wave ol congressional criticism when they were
made known on Feb, 19th. &

On the 19th all Chicago Seven delendants were acquitted of the
charge of conspiracy o incite riol during the 1968 Democratic
National Convention, but on the 20(h five of the defendants were
sentenced Lo serve live years and pay a $5,000 fine cach on the
charge of actually inciting riot,

Twelve thousand miles away Communist forces struck an -
mored unit of the 196Lh Light Infantry Brigade of the Americal
Divisioh near Da Naig in the Queson Valley. Fourteen Ameri-
cans were killed and 29 wounded. _

On Feb. 21,-1970, Henry Kissinger and Le Duc Tho held the
first of three clandestine meetings in Paris. Nixon’s special assis-
tant held the pesition for mutual withdrawal of U.S. and North
Vietnamese forces; Hanoi’s [ifth-ranking Politburo member re-
mained fixaled on unconditional U.S. withdrawal on a fixed date
and abandenment of the Thieu government in Saigon, The other

e i e e e

two sceret meetings, on Mar, 16 and Apr. 4 produced a similar
standoff.

The Laotian government finally lost its last stronghold on the
Plain of }ars on the 21st as 3,000 Conmumunist North Viethamese
overran the airfield at Xiengkhouong, 100 miles northeast of the
capital of Vientaine. ' '

On the 26th Laird faced down strident congressional criticisin of
the administration’s use of air power in Laos.

A salvo of U.S. Marine attillery fire accidentally struck a South
Vietnamese hamlet on the 28th, klllm,s:, r three civilians and wound-
ing 19,

Warse, on the last day of February 1970 tetrorist actions by Viet -

Cong guerrillas claimed 10 South Vietnamese civillan lives and
injured 15 when a bus struck a mine near Da Nang. Eleven other.
civilians were wounded by grenades thrown at a truck in the same
area,

Source: The World Almanac of the Vietnanm War, John S, Bow-
man, gen. ed., Pharos Books, New York, 1985,
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‘Commo Checks’

+ 1t s Cheistmasg time, so that means February -1995's
Ripcord Report is being cobbled together from. bits- and
pieces ol the past and present: (Yes, we try to look a month
or two ahead. Saves wear and tear on the ol’ bod.} Anyway,
Clwistmas s a time of pleasant conversations with old friends
and new, [ report on a few of these “commo checks,”

Mary. Pahissa-anc 1 made the Arizona-Virginia phone
connection, She’s mother to st Lt. William Pahissa, a cou-

. rageous West Pointer whose life was cut short on July, 22,
197045 he rallied-his [ st Platoon to meet a vicious North

Vietnamese mass. altack .against Alpha Company, 2d.Bat-

talion; 506th Infantry: After catehing up on past events, we:

_discussed Ripeard Reunion '95 in Colorado,
“Hyeryone would be. happy for you to join us,” [ assured

Mary. So, with Iuck,

we’ |l haye some of the .

Pahigsa clan presentat . -

our simulated Rocket -

Ridge getaway.
- As:forfamily mems
bers joining the. res
union, -Mary won’t be
alone. John Palmn, fa-
therof Terry, a platoon
“feader with Delta
Company, 2d Battal-
ion, 501st Infaniry (lLlﬁ amoys:Delta Rdldel‘i), plans to at-
tend. Terry was killed on the night of July 14, 1970, on Hill
- 803, the sceng of brutal enemy assaulls just east of Ripeord.
More recently [ spoke with Jerry Rodgers, a Virginia-based
Texan who is.now an Ariny coloml working with the De-
partiment of Energy, lwentyafwe years ago Jerty flew
dustolfs in the Ripeord AO lodf\y, Jerry assisls in moving
- hazardousmatetials ar ouncl the globe. Remember the s weap-
ons: grade plutomum the United States recently purchased,
from. Kazakhstan? ‘There’s a stmy there that only Jerry and
a few others know '\boul _
... Velerans Day saw Iony (‘ox and Meile i)cl'a;:,t fmgc jOLIl-
. ney.from, Indiana to, quhmg,lon, D.C., and link up with
George Pourchot. ] spenta pleasdnt morning over breakfast

and many cups of coffee with these former stalwal (s, 0{' Dclh . _'

- Company, 1st Battalion, S06th Infantry. lony wo:ks{m the
ety of Indianapolis, George is with the U, S Nuclear Re,gu‘_,_ S

latory Commission, and Merle splits his time belween the ™~

National Guard and his own business,

, Delta, 1/506th, as many, will recall, was OPCONLd to 2

. 506th on July 17, and spent the 20th and 2 1st in nearly con-_
stant contact with the.enemy. ’ Ten men died in those two

STAFF JOURNAL:

' sull share a ldng-distance brewski an Jitly 23!

“ Not least, Chip Collins called in to commend the Dccem-’ ok
i i.ssuc Ripcord Report's founder iscager for the *95te-
“{nton’dhd Tooks forward to reacquainting and acquainting

L2 OAKTON

days, ineluding the company commanget, Capt. Don Work-~ . -
man, a classmate who had just three chys left in country.

Today, Delta, 1/5006th, has founcd a company ¢ '1ssoc1ation .

with nearly.40 members, We hopc to se¢ Etll of thcm at the: .

reunion. . .

Thete, hwc been other commo-checks, NOl'lb]y w1lh John o
Mlhalko out reunion coordinater at Lakewood (;010., and
with Bob Seitz, liere in nollhu H Vugmla Jolm pnactmlly '

‘made a career walking point with Team’ Bravo of the 247
506th Recon Platoon, and helped show Bob the ropes'y when o

he became their platoon leader after Rlpcold

Anotl)el recon stalwart, Lenny “Rdngel” L ong,. of
::Antwelp Ohio, called to chcck into the net. Among othel

things, a hunting tip with former recon mudlc Ron Wlll oi‘ '

- Quicksburg, Va., was discussed.

Ihdnks {o les Garrelt of ch:dp Mmu , a numbel of
: ) meer Bravo Company,

2d Baual:on 506th In-
fcmtty, L100pe|s ‘have

Association. Among
these {s a [ormer com-
pany commander, Carl*’
Jensen, of Every, lowa,
“and foringr’ platoon’
leader Sani Kmpmcyen
“'of Renb, Nev. T recogs
"1112ed the hames, Wheb
Carl went on R&R in J'mumy 1971, 1 was a:,s:gned as the

acting company commander for the week he'was gone, and -

at that timeé Sam was brand tew to the tnit, Samand Fidlkéd -

about those post-Ripeord days and how he gol ‘the mckﬁ

name “Rifmaster.” Moré stories for (hé réunion” i

Atid; I've had several enjoyable coriversatioiis w‘ith'Bcnf
Ihluson the former 3d° Blig,,'zde cominander, wha'lis now *
dotfeentrating on being a grandfathier in Belton, Texas Beon

_sends his regrets for the reunion. A long~standing commit- -+

1nunw1|l see him in Burope during July. No matter, we can

1IN

hnmc]l‘wrlh one and afl, Chip works for the Commenwealth

Cof Virg,mia i’ a sometimes frustiating; bt often rewarding &7

poslllon ds-a manager of social services. N
Time to got back to my 1ea1 job. We’ 1 have more “commo

-'f checks™ i fiiture issues: Cogpned T b e e
Cuuahéb' B B L I TR BT
Chucklhwkms Ce et e g

"Oakton, Va. ' P

come into the Ripcord



- INCOMING -

Airboi‘n_é‘ ’l"'ou!‘_' de ¥ oree

’]h'mks for keepmg alive the splrit of

Ripeord atid thé heroic deeds of splendid

soldiers W|10 served..

My 1ec0ilé¢tlons of l{|pc01 d'havebeen

muddied ovc1 the yems. With the cotn-
plchemwe ﬂCCOUt][lHE_, and 1esmlch 0{'

Ripcord Report I hdve Beeh dble to see

again the big piclute. Thanks,”
Upon my arrival home, itfler RlpCord I

retired Tronythe Army "md,Lhc airborne. I’
served with thie 503d Parachute Inféntry
Regiment in the Pacific for three years

during World War 11, and «in lhé'l"S*ilh
Airborne Inf’mtly chlment during Ko-
rea-- wws never ploudel than having
served wtt!l ihe 2d Battalioil, 506th Ajr-
boulcslghnpy in V_I(?_l!]ﬂm. ‘

I*‘m'g(j-i';tcuf flfl'_ero'

| w:sh 10 mcntlon onc spemf“c herdic -

action llml fo my knowledgc has not
been ﬂddgessccl Majot Lawtence Law, the
executive officer of the 2/5061]1 was the
on-ground. commandct duri mg; the 2/506
assault,on Ripgord (Apeil 14
jor Lng WS sevelely wouncle(l but 1e—

lused evacuation until thc wqault was_

comp1etcd and Rlpcmd W’]S seculcd Lt

" Col. Lums1econuneuded Mu, l.aw fon: 5
the Dmtmgulshecl Suvlce Cross. for his -
actions. Major. Law was wuhm 10 days . .

of retirement befme thlq event.

Best \wshes to '1ll~~Meuy Cht 19lll‘ldS
Jim Wlllmmson
Winnsbhoro, S:C

P, e e mai
My name is Randy Thompson. 1 was-:
the Ist Platoon lieutenant, 1st Bn.,
Inf., when Ripcord happened,
On July 20, 1970, the company was in-
serted near Ripcord. We were in contact

506th

1970), Ma-, . .

e by

When Ripcord Happened =

Pl

immediately: 1 was wounded carly and

‘edevaced that day,

Enclosed is a check to help with the

<" Ripeord Report, Happy lolidays,

Randy Thompson

Grand Cainyon, Ariz.

Ylorida Update

I'read the recent Ripeord Report No, 36

with interest. The name James €. Smith

‘caught’ my eye in Ben Hatrison's feport

and I'was wonclc:mg, if you knew where °

[LE)

Smith was, “Hawkeye” is retired (sorta)
in St. Petersburg, Fla., but is still an ac-
tive consultant with the U.S. Army--
weapons development and tc-;tmg,, I bc-
lieve;

His address is. 6037 21~;t Ave,, N np
- 33710, Thought you. might like to know.
Richald Groeeli '

. a_ke (,.Ity, Wla - -

See Richard’s "Victor Charlie, The Bee”

in this isswe.--Edftor

Jﬁ'lllilllljiest ',Chris tmas C'él ld o

1

On the cover, Santa’s lcmdw:q smg,

- Oh,  you better wateh out You bbllel N

not CEY,.

why .
SANTA l[AIl”S WIMPC;

Lettel to Ripeord Report Toflows: e
- Certainly hope this finds the everyone .

clom well. Thought1 mlg,ht hwc !oqt you
Lhe:(, fora whllb

lustjctulncd fromatr |p o Wash D.C,
whel el r"mlly placed a jour nal I had bccn
- writing for three years to rest ,u 1 ‘e Wall,

50 1. could share il wuh all OLII bnothen ':

—..and sisters there.

Also, want to help out, so please accept
this cheek to “continue the mission”!
Take care, ll';tu:ml]y 'ulbome h
Bil “Doc” Payne

(brig. gen. then, retired maj. gen. now) -~

Shady Cove, Ore..

i Readers are invited o cheak out Bil's ad
- Jor -shirts; cards, fackets and-patches.

Call or wrife hrm fo; a f ree cala!og ~Fodis
{0 He

USPS Stmkcs Ag‘tm

T enclme my-é '1dd| ¢ss label, 1]10 last four

"numbers of the zip code have been cor-

rected, [ also-enclose $5.00-10 cover the
cost of mailing ‘ine another December

- newsleiter: Tonly received the cover of

this one: The rest must hfwe bem lost in
the mail.
Thanks for your trouble.
Ken Hamilton
Mendon, Ohio

A number of Decerither s Ripcord Reports
were damaged in the mails. -Maybe it's”

U us maybe: it's: the Philadelphia postal
Folks, We'll try hawder: Let me fitow ifyou

need a replacement copy,--Editor
T Ot

Just'SayNo

. OnaU.s, Postal Semcemuhng slip, the
. fol[owmg

Toi Rlpcmdl{e]ﬁott S

“hom **** K ok ok S ok

Dear Sir:”

Geepls

No disrespect to your paper, T'wish my

name removed froii yourmailing list, and

do-riot wish the hewslettef séiit,
I went thtough 10 years psychological”

Lientment to erase the bdd memories of

war, mcluding divg and rtlcohol abuse.

‘ ReSpectfully yous; s,

EET SRR R

P.S. Inorder to 1ﬁ"1intaih full-fecovery the

o Judge or dcn ed fiie td stqy 'IW"I}’ ﬁom vel-

CI‘H]S’

Rf‘,ncord Report régrets the intrusion.
Naine withheld at the' new.s'lct(er s discre-
tlon i Bdltor SRR




INCOMING, from previous page ...

FEI LA

'Cobr !1.5 in the Mm

LR S

Chuck--l thmk of you and ]JO‘?[—RIpLOld;. y

events, because 1. was ableloifind you one
foggy morning when no one else could,

and-mestly because youandsemeof your. - i,
buds came by to-say ¥ thanks? when you., .+ :
finally camesgut:Lhad purpose.and. coul(l:_

setve. Good memoms~ TR

dlhopeall iswell, g i
Rick T I“lcemclmGuﬂ"n 93 Chatlie. .,
Alg:,yle Texas, ..o

ek BT

l< loruh U[)(l‘lte P ul ll

T : UEIEE IR

Fnclo‘;cd isa check Fon lhe R.',ucofd
Repm't and someaddresses:Of people who

“were there and the parents of a coupie of

“the KIAs on-Hill: 805, Also; 1 would like: .
“a-get: I contact willy the mlan:in the 2/ - |« -
506(h TFOCwho called niestheamorning:t |-

of July 15, 1970, to inform me of our

KilAs and WIA‘: llmnk you T

Sincerely,: :
Tohnty Schuelke,’l%(: D/Z 50|

e

The rollowmg fiames 'md dddl @55CS Were
pmwclcd by John Schuc]ku P

,Chm cStraub ((‘ommfmdel i D/2 SOI 0t
IR 80SY s _ o

“Ron' Soubeis. ol s

- Dennis Belt

Martin Citrincione

Mirs. Geraldine Gunnohd (qon Pdul KIA
onh Hill §05) ’

M, and Mrs. Lee Utter (son Keith E. IKIA
"o Hill 803)

i
H s

A Larger Audience?
Fujoycd UIL recefit Rtpcom’ chm { No.
' _journal can be expanded.

L Paul Braim, Ph.D., Col. USA, Ret.
Daytona Beach, Fla. o

37. Perhaps, without losing focus, this

“Forl Myu‘s, 1 ld s TRt B

" VICTOR CHAiiiI;;'_lfla,__ THE BEE

7 By Richard Grcen

N I or some dumb :cason, each tlmc, I read,

or hear, a mention- of the d: Squadron,

L ATth Lavahy, I flash back.to the tactical .
operations. center (!QC) at Fire Base

Rendevous fi-ihe A Shau Valley A real
horror storyl’ ;-
The 2/17th lruson NC‘O whllu busy co-

Although many individuals made an
effort to recreate this dance in the ddys
that followed, none ever did it justice.
Capt. “K” (pronounced “Ray-g=0-Tay-
who-ah”) said there were similarities 1o
an old lla'\'bvai'i'ﬂn wart dance, but'utlforiu-
nately we Hidn’ thWo any old IIaWamnc; _

e

" demonstrate: s T
: -Anyhow,-a-leoommendatlon far' a“Cée

S Ey'c"Bce'” was-tade; but'this got nixed

. ordinating soiie Speration by radio, was

J:wuh yellow stupes was pmmplly dubbcd |

the{Vee Cee Bee,” or more formally, the

.. ‘;“\f(, Bcc.”.,.,

.Shortly aftu the NCO muuned lmm the

- attacked and severely “wounded” by an

enemy. agcm who hf‘d mf"“ ﬂl‘«" the QP o comm|tLees,,subcomlucw ang Ieg:,lsldllw,

.serviee organizations, It won 't save a

megic (pain and chllmg undel contnol), L

- he wais presented with an impact awar de )

. "the purple hive.” (This wasthe only ¢ ew-
clcng:c [ ever saw that the brigade com-

. mandu "“CO[& Siegrist-had a sense of

: Ju:mol') The “VC Beo” was, of course,

- destroyed;. and was qcldud to the

‘EE‘bOd)’CQUl]t as a footnote in btlg,\de :

k-);“_lCCOI'd,SX and was properly buried! (I told
Layou, this qu a dumb memary, )

Anyway, when the NCO was attackcd

" heemitted ascream and procecded to ¢res
*ale a*dance” that consisted of much arm

movemett, some rather fancy footwork
and vocal renditions of ¢hoice: Ariny
_phiases. This dance became known as the
““Ffight of the VC Bee,™ dnd efided
_abruptly with a loud, tc§oundihg “lhud”
of the, ||ghl patm sl'\mpuug, '1g,amal A
countertops (Unfortunately, the VC Bee
Was mught between the palm and the flat

gagueface) oo L e

: layoi[s. mgn'}I iS¢ 1ous ;mcuu

. Ny inhef 'l‘én '

By Lhc’CO bwadso lhe NCO wash t ni-
: ﬁntty R S

i

(RS R .

R T

"NUMBER ONE"‘NUMBLR' o
TEN " o '

<ol

An opmlon fe eatur e of good c[gecls dlld bad

acts, as in “GlNumbex One VC Numbe:

- Ten”

'Nu_mbar_On_e o
peTrapTe s e e
. To incoming Repyblicans, for immedj- -

ately putting their money, where their
mouth is and.reorganizing COllgleSSIOH’II

bundle of taxpayer, dqllcu S, but thc smﬂ‘

"10 lhe U S, Posmi Scw:ce 101 uusmg,

”the price of a first class letter to 32-cents,
_and not having the for esngnht to pl'u} to

issue one inthat denommatm op the ef-

{ _icctlvcddt,eof Jan 1 1995 Inste’ad Funds

slamps E!S '111 mtenm measme SGCIHS

- funny. that it Lakes ‘0 muoh more e[ [mtto

print a-stamp with the number “32” llmn

it does the 1clte1 “G.r

Worse, 'on’ Déd, 31, 1994, the U.S.
Postal ‘%e:vmc issued a “Happy New
Y o™ §tamp, the price--29 ceitsii 7

Go hg,tne

o s

fradpr o) ? i

ilil’g‘- B

By t]}e WAy, lfyom nosc 1uns and your
feet smelk you're built upside, down, .
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'C'()iit'ilmec_l' from page [ ...

Illll 805 rmd FL]IIIII]SLS i

Nexb day Lhe nclgz,hbgrmg ufle wmpany dcpal ted, ordered away
on a new mission, but (he Delta Raiders of the 50 1st would defend,
Hill 805 For another four.days and;nights. Tach of these nighls

fresh North Vietnamese .companjes of battle-hardened veterans .
:assaulled thehill; determined to.wipe out its clef‘endcm and mchf;
night they were:driven back with-appallipg losms

Although t1.8. casualties mounted. s_‘leachlyEWlth
each new night attack, the Delta Raiders stood
firm in their conviction to carry out their orders,
no matter that many disagreed with them. When
they: were finally withdrawn after ive days and. .
nights of small-unit hell, company strength had -
been cut down to about 40 men, but their cohe-
sion ; and the care of strong Jeaders llcld them to-

ther, and made (hem’ e[fcutwc in thc face of
near ly ovelwhelmmg odds,

Over two decades later, tie men who served in”
Delta, 2/501st, still meet regularly, some coming,
from as far away as Australia, to'renew their fel-
lowship and express the atleulon for each other
that Setved thbu sbbell 56 many yeds ago, The )

,'cohesnon Bf 't Dcll'\ Rfudcﬁ lelmlm mtact
ilrnlhtcalencd I>y outsndc I‘onu,a o

'101 matmns nﬂy lrave or chelo]J :

© Passidiiicd Teministadtivists, lﬁwng failed to scwle éﬁsy pas- "’
sage of the Equial Rights Amendntéiit, have focused their consid-
erable” clout against the U.S. military, Their muonale ié ‘that 'the

military, with its well-definéd stiitiiité and or ganmtlon and cledr ly""" o

described job positions, is an easy target; all the 1H16t¢ bccausé i

IR

“comes ufidér the bl,l(fbcl{ll)fcf)llli 0] o[‘(,ongl e85 1 and executlve cofn-" -

mdnd by the’ ﬁlé@ldcnt ‘

 Pentiifists afe- urgig an 1gend'1 of‘mdlwdml ng__,hts over lhc 86-
uul[y 110@([@ ()I"ihu nation ‘il tering of ‘cohesion i combat wiilis. e
“They fil'to'sek o 1clq‘.owlcdg,<, ife distinction that serving in com-""

Wat 1 itol about tidividial rights but aboul combwt effc,cuvenws S

: dhd wliimately; nationd] sty

(‘olonel Wlllmin Dmlyl iicnduson '1 plofesgm ofmllltaty psy
: (f.h i . :

HETERNE

umt w1th a Lough qomlﬂt missien to perform,

chology, hqs"s:tmlied extensively the elements that contiibute to

.. small unjt gohesion, among them primary group influence, es-
. teem and.recognition, mutual affection, and strong identification -

with feadership. Other researchers with front line conibat experi- |
ence, such as Professor Charles Moskos of Noithwestern Univer-

) __,sily, aver Lthat the introdtetion of women into-coémbat unitswould
‘cause a strong negative impact on mflny 0[' the olcmbnt% contr ib-

uuug, to unit cohesion, -~ - A il
T he iemmlst agenda igriores both the' tequil.s of scho]ally 1esealch
- and the realewirld altitude! o members of-corhbat-
“units, many of whoni say they will leavethe service
~ if women are allowed to perform combat duty. Femi-
fiists also insist on the primacy of the individual--
woinen in particulars-gver service fo the nation, and
. the idea of putting the needs of the unit first, =
Sadly, this wrong-headed campaign has begun to
‘succeed in getting Congress and the president (o
~ chan ge the rules that foibid:womenito:serve iy front
**line outfits. Intense lobbying efforts have gotten the
" attention of senalors and-tnembersof the House whe
" have a strotig ttack record voting Tor-equal-rights
“igsues. They-are told that:enabling: women: to serve
in combat units:is. also-about equal:tights; bul itis
“hot, It is aboutvhatis best ot national security, and
" the c[k*ctweness of combat-units that- muqt ﬁght an
i CI']CHIY HE Peo g ld ERESL AR T L
T b Chllstophu C. Sllauby a plofessmnal staff mcm-
“-beliof the Séiate Select Commiltee on [ntelligence, knows sonve-

"_t]ung, of cohesmn and combat effectiveness. His. 1988 book, The -
Ui I Wi Kecpmg the Promise of Cohesion, addresses the issue

o Tevarmping the Almy s personnel system to.support greater small
it cohemén He states: “The way we man the wartime fotee and
keep itup’ 6’ sucngth is vital to combat success:i But unless -war-
" tine’ G){lganleS are preceded by a build-up of cohesion during
])cacctime a-sound wattinie:replacement:system willspay: only
]J'u{l'tl dWlddnds ™ Ile, too, agrees that the women-in-gonibet is-

sue is ﬁbout combat performance versus individual rights, and

1h'it WOmen ‘Soldicts in combat units would degrade cohesion and

' ovomll Llfcdweness

Su aub’s knowledg,t, of cohesion is not merely academic, As the ,
‘comiflandeérof the Dclm Raiders on Hill 803; lve knows first:ltand
“{he contubutlon that cohesion can make to-the eﬁcctlveness ofa.
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M_Y_e_.su‘__‘s;Ang B
Iu(llan Umest

In 1595 Spa:n divided its New World territory (today’s south-

-gastern statesy into mission provinces, in the belielthat religious

conversion of natives was preferable to conquest, Nevertheless,
by the end of the century, lndmns were ag,am at war with Spanlsh

* priests aid settlers,

: 300 Years Ago

: Salem’s Hell

Between March and Qctgber 1692, 20" persons’ were:executod

. for witchcraft in Salem, Mass.; and:more-than 50 langdished in jail
: awaiting' trial so that the“purity-of ‘Salem™ might be*preserved.

Sowcalled “spoctral evidence~-supposediysupernatural visions of

- tlie aceused performing evil dcts--had been sufficient forthe court

' to-determinet guilts tronieally s those:whé: coufessed: thein {guilt”

- were spared, while those professing innocence were sentenced fo

death. Nineleen persons wete hanged, and a 20th,.a man who sto-
ically refused to talk, was crushed to death with a boulder.
Some of thie'Bay Colony residents, alarmed at the self-destruc-

* tive nature of the trials, warned that the condemnations might pei-

sist until all were condemned. Despite this, Witelicraft persecu- -

" tions contmmd Rey. Cottoh Mather, a leqdmg ploponent of tlie

trials, commentéd that he f&lt compelled to aci* m d_l_lcct opposl-
tion Lo the devil.”:
Eventually, reason prévailed, and in 1697, coileuwe conseiouy-

. ness begged forgivness, n a day-of fasting and repentance on Jan.

+ 15th, Puritans offered a bill of confession at church. 1t read, in
* part, “We.fear we have been instrumental- with others, though ig-
- noran(ty and unw11|111gly, to bring upon ourselves the guilt of in-

nocent blood.”

t 200 Years Ago '

. New States o _';

Vermoul, for 14 years an mdcpcn(lenlJcpubllc bccm]elhe ]4th
state in Match 1791, 1t was the first state to join the Union since

- ratification of the Constitution, and was the first to Speclrmlly bar

- slavery in its state constitution.

Kentucky, carved out of Virginia’s western cllsulct became the
[5th state in 1792, Although slavery was allowed, the state consti-

tution contained otherwise progtessive-democratic values, 1eﬂcct—
ing the influence of the American frontier.

On June .}, 1796, the Southwest Territory joined the Upion as ~

the state of Tennessee, the 16th in the young ndtmn

Sbtii'cef Chronicfe af America, Clif[‘on Dailiel, ec.i‘_.{{ilf;;._, ECl'u'Q-‘n:iél.e
Publications, Ine., Mount Kisco, N.Y.,:1989. ' '

Poor solace for the familes of those who, h'1d been .

DONATION MATIL: e

$7.00 = ane-issug of Ripeord Report for:one month for 10.mem-

‘bers; or ‘}:8 40 = 12 monthly issues for one memhm

A

.As WE S'lld “good bye” to 1994, thexe was cnough money in t]u,
assoeiation:bank aceount:to:pay for: January and February issues

of Ripeond: RL[)()llwl]ldllkb for. nli the. suppmt ibt 8. kcep ahead

‘ofthecurvelr - O PR S

MILIIARYDAYOFF L

T here are 365 d’iys in-ayear. We're elltll.lbd to 30 days oF 'umml
leave, and a three-day pass every six weeks ... which tetals 56
ddyk; and reduces the workload'to 309. Thiere are 16 nationalholi-
days observed, and 104 weekend days .. which combine to reduce
the total to' 189, We're off“duty for eight hours of sleep each day,.

“so another 126-days mustbesubtracted ... leaying 63 wmkmg (lﬁys‘

for Uncle Sam.
‘If 'we consume an hour-every day with-coffec and mudentqls
then thetotal must be reduced by another 15-days, Troop-infornra-

{ion{ character guidance, lectures and counseling occupy another
- 26dlays vach year i
ceupy’ 12 of the remalnder, dnd no work is ever done onsa:payday.

leaving only 22 days for duty. Paydays ac-

The average serviceman will spend two days a year in the dental
clinle, and seven days a year-undergoing.medical-examinations or

“freatment, This leaves ONE DAY do serve cach.year!

~ Ifyou aren’tresourcefulenough to get this.one working day oﬁ

‘each yearythen you probably arénit wellsuited tothe. mllll,ary,_"md
J.you shouldn trccnllsll We've never, h'\d itse good'

!
e

Comtec;y Ben- Myeas 1nd LompanyD 2/5()]stv 1 OJslAbn Dn: )
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EDITOR’S IISTORY CORNER

Dept. of the Army

HQ, 2d BN {Ambl) 506th INF
APO San Francisco 96383
Unit History, March 1971

Continued from No, 38
THE ‘OFFICIAL’ HISTORY OF 2/506TH FOR 1970

Thank heavens American forces at Ripcord had control of the
ultimate high ground--the air above the jungle. Without alrpower
and abundant use of it the battle would have taken on a who]ly
different character,

On July 10, 1970, Lo the west of Ripcord Hill 1000 remained
under enemy control, o the south Hill 902 and farther on the Coc
Muen remained sirongholds of enemy resistance. That left Hill
803, just over a klick east and a bit south of Ripcord.--Lditor

Hill 805

Alpha Company had been of Fire Base O’ Reitly for three weeks
and had not vet been involved in any of the contact around Ripeord
since the siege had begun. Ever since the battle of Hill 1000 had
started, owever, they had been slanding by with their rucksacks
réady, waiting for the ward to go. On July 10 Capt. Hawkins got
the ward and Alpha Company combat assauled to a landing zone
secured by Charlie Company. Charlic Company then assumed
control of Fire Base O’Reilly.

Working just east of Ripcord, Alpha Company was tasked to
conduct a two-company assault against Hill 805 to the southeast
of Ripcord. Delta Company, 2d Bn., 501st In[., would join Alpha
in the assault. On the 12th, Hill 805 was secured. Delta 2/501 se-
cured the hilltop itself and Alpha dug in on a LZ some 200 meters
waest. Light contact had bedn experienced. during the assault and
numereus eneny buhkers had heen destroyed. -

Perhaps the enemy did not realize that two compames had dug
i an Hill-805. Hill 805 offered excellent observation of Ripcord
and .much of the sirrounding. area. . The two commanders knew
that the enemy occupiéd the area, but just how many no one was
sure.

SThat night at approximately 2030 hours, Il‘lbbh‘mlbdi '!l]thS]Ibs
th'u Capt, Chris Straub’s men of Delta 27501 had placed-out began

to detonale. At 2045 heurs Delta 2/501’s perimeter on the top of

the hill erupted with the crash of enemy mortar and RPG rounds.
Small arms fire exchangcd back and forth between.the oppoesing
forees:

Strangely-enough, Alpha Commny did not mltnlly come. unclen
attack, thougl they were onky 200 nieters from the: scene of the
conlact, As Alpha Company observed the muzzle flashes of en-
-ermy rifles and the fire trails left by the RPGs, Capt. Hawkins real-
ized that his men were in a perfect position to provide supporting
fire against two the of the three avenues of approach that the cu-
emy was using in his assault against Delta 2/50 1st.

As Alpha Company poured heavy fire into the ranks of the at-
tacking enemy, they too began (o receive small arms and RPG

P

fire. The enemy, however, not knowing Alpha’s exact location,
was ineffective [in returning accurate fire],

The contact terminated after an hour and gunships and artillery
continued to wreald havoc on the enemy’s routes of withdrawal.-
Alpha suffered no casualties and Delta 2/501 had 16 wounded.
Inemy dead littered the slopes of Iill 805.

On the 13th, Alpha Company moved off Hill 805 and prepared
for & mission that would send them into the rugged valley area
southeast of Ripcord between Hill 805 and the eastern end of the
Coc Muen ridge line. Delta 2/501 remained on Hill 805 until the.
I'7th, when they evacuated alter taking repeated casualties every
night they stayed on Hill 805, .
To be continued ...

Next issue: The ammo dump explosion, and Delta Co., Ist Bn,,
506th Inf,

Also coming in the next issue ...

CRASH COURSE IN WAR
By Art Wiknik

1 didn’t know what to say, No one had ever asked me
before. I just assumed that cherries picked up on things
and, if they watched and learned carcfully, would become
an old-timer like me, But there was an apparent sadness
about Bernson that persuaded me to tell him - what 1*d
learned. Fjnst felt obligated to give him a crash course on
the war. '
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Honor Roll of the 101st Adrborne Division

‘Fhe 101st Aitborne Division Association is establishing a Roll
of Honor of all Veterans who served in the [01st Airborne
Division from 1942 to present date. If you served in - World
War 1I, Vietnam, Saudia Arabia, [raq and Fort Campbell, KY,
you are eligible to have your name included.

For further information contact
SGM Lloyd J. Rahif (Rety HHC 3d
BDE (Vietnam) 1969 - 1970,

Send posteard or letter to:

SGM Lloyd J. Rabif (Ret)
738 O'Callahan Dr.
Sparks, Nevada 89434




MORE ABOUT HILL 805

The stories that flow from the actions on Hill 805 from July |2
through the 17th are legion, Loe numerous (o recount herg, Della
Raiders ol the 2/50 Ist, who saw the most action there [or the long-
est period, possess the best insights. Perhaps they will send in
retrospectives lor future issues of Ripcord Report. (Ray Blackman,
are you reading this?)

in any event, Hill 805 offered the las(, and perhaps best chance
to keep the enemy noose from tightening inexorably about Ripeord.
Despite the grim and unwelcome nature of their defensive posture
on ils craggy peak, Delta Raiders kept Hill 805 out of enemy hands
for five crucial days. Many of Chris Straub’s wounded (roopers
refused evacuation, preferring to stay with comrades and light
against long odds rather than take a helicopter ride to the rear basce,

In the end Delia Raiders were bled white, their company strenglh
reduced by half in five nights of savage enemy assaults, When
they were linally extracted there was no other company to take
their place. Like the many redoubts and strongpoints that ringed
Dien Bien Phu and its French defenders in 1954, (he key tetrain
around Ripeord was slowly and agonizingly lost, picee by critical
piece. :

On July 18th. enemy .51 caliber nachine gun (ire coming from
the southeast of Ripcord brought down a Chinook helicopter on
top of U.S. defenders, Volitile jet fuel flowed (rom the burning
wreck into Ripeord’s main ammunition bunker, setting itafire and

causing an cxplosion that rocked the mountain top. Hundreds of

vounds of 105mm ammunition continued te detenate across the
Fire base all alternoen, destroying a battery of 105s and causing
other serigus damage. Ripeord was all butdoomed.

Would things have been different il FHill 805 had stayed iy U5,
hands? ‘The answer ig probably “yes,” but we can not know how
differcnt, for history does not speculate.-~Lelitor '

MILITARY TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

gorget--A piece of armor developed in the 15th century consist-
ing of several articuilated plates hinged to {it around the neck and
fastened with a clasp. Gorgets were wotn with bufl coats after
armor fell into disuse. The term was later used for a badge of rank
worn at the throat. ' :

Hague Conventions--Severieen conventions establishing laws for
land and naval warfare, peace and neutrality, adopted as the result
of international conferences held at The Hague, Holland, in 1899
and 1907, ' '

“Jam-pot”--An earty form of the fragmentalion grenade, the “jam-
pot” was & makeshift grenade used by the British Army in World
War [; it was a tin can containlng an explosive.and scraps of iron.

quarrel--A shott, heavy arrow or bolt fired from a crossbow.

From Dictionary of Military Terms,; The H, W. Wilson Company,
New Yorl, 1980

Poster from the 1995-Viciory Edition, VFW calender
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