CUdldtimer?
“Iye been here ‘seven @months,” 1 said, examin=
ing thé hortzo, Then 1 looked him i in the eye. “So,
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Some days, knowing how to survive just isn’t
enough.

A CRASH COURSE IN WAR
2 By Art Wiknik, Jr, |

Ihls Imppened w1thm Co A, ?d Bn 5061h ln{
in Oetober 1969: .

© After recovering from. a brief 1ilness Fwent to
the Camp Evans chopper pad to catch a Chinook
flight to the DMZ. Waiting there ahead of me was
anew guy, Private Bernson, [ gave him.a token
nod, then sat on a stack, of C-rations. | sensed him

staring at me, but when I glanced in his direction;~

he spusi afound to fumble with his equipment,
“F . g-cherry,” Ithought to mysell.
Bernsen: looked so ‘out of place; he was over-
. welght, had: fiizzy hair, wore glasses, and his new
fatigues still simelled of mothballs. He seemed more
like a library clerk than a grunt. Yet, Bernson’s

gooly image reminded me of my first time going

to the field: scared crapless-and wondering how
anyoue could survive a year in the jungle. { felt
him staring at ine again, -

“Nervous?” 1 asked, as l vasually:ctlccl myboot -

laces.

“Boy, am L™ he cmswcxed obvious[y wllcvcd :

that T finally acknowledged hnn “Ilave you been
hete long? Are you a veterari .

I' guess that njakes rie an old-timer.
. “Wlmt s il Hke out thcre?” lie asked, mollomhg
lowa: d the nmunhms “ mcdn . whatdoeg it (ake

o slilwvc? 1*ve heard so many different stoues

thiat 1'don’t know what to believe.™
1 didn’i know what to say. No one lncl ever askud

‘e before! 1 just assimed that cherries pleked tp
on things and, if they watched and learned caré -

 fully, would beconie an old-timer like me. But there

was an apparent sadness about Bcnmon that por-
suaded me to telt him what 'd leatned. | just felt
obligated to give him a crash course on the war.

Three Wars in-One .. .

“The way | see it,”.1 began, standing up, “there.
ate (hree wars taking -plage. First, MotherNature
is after us, [n thedry -season, it’s so hot that we
won’t move for fear of heat exhaustion, During
the nionsoon season it feels so cold because we're:
wet all the time. The weather can also delay =

continued on page 5
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HILL 902: 1,000 FLASHES OF LIGHT

My account of July 1st and 2d, 1970,

By 8P/ Gary A. Steele ..
_2d Platoon, Charlie ¢ ompany 2/5{)( lh [nf

. On July Ist on [llll 902 we observed Fire B’lse Rlpcmd bcmg attackcd -
. by eneimy mortars, mckcls and hedvy 1600111655 weapons, ,

From out position we could see many; cncmy positions th"ul, were Iu ing
“on Ripeord, Capt. Hewitt directed mortar and artillery fire on the enemy
. locations. Some of these positions were escapmg the aerial aitack ofour .
mortars and agtillery, and coutmucd 1o fue against RlpCOld At this point -
we had no choice but to fire on the cnemy positions, with LAWS dl]d M-

60 machine guns. 1 do know that we took oul one recoilless gun. This
action gave.out pOSItlon away lo.the enemy.
With night approaching, Capt. Hewitt asked [01 pemnssron 1o movc off

- Hill 902, since now the enemy knew our location.. Having, dmlt with

sappers for a long time in the arca, we l<11ew tlm,& thcy hadto. tly to take us

out. Lt. Col. Lucasordered us (o stay on Hill 902, to direct. moucus on the

enemy on July 2d, if and wl]en Rl])COId came under ;utack dgfun

With darkness appr oaching, .and having a BAD feelmg: ofwh'tt m:ght.
- be our fate that night, we broke down into three-man, Jpositions. for our _
NDP (night defensive posltlon) I seem to tcmembet 13.three-man |)0'§ll011$—..
in the perimeler with the eompany. (J’ in the mlddlc, As for foxholes,
there was litlle or no tlmc to dig them Wn, laid out our l“mg,s chynmms.
and full clips of ammo. We.seltled i in.and waited to see what our dc%tlny_ _

would be, .

During the night, the enemy athck stcu*ted wﬂh smhel chalges fmd'
sappers. ['don’t know how many they’ thlcw at us, but they. lit-the night.
like the 4th of July back home, Later, in Japan, I met a GL Who was: on

Ripeord that nlght and watched the attack. He told me “it looked like a
thousand camera’s light flashes going, off for hous.

Some of olir-positions: were-blown up and penetrated, 1llow1ng the
sappers in, They.ran all over us throwing their satchels, Wg could onty ;

throw fragsatthe BIGMY. Right behind them came the infantry with RPGs.
and rifles. Those of us'left opened up on them, and then we took the

. baitlt, over, because now:it was OUR TURN!

‘1 got wounded five times that night. Still, | held my position, as did
most of the. men who were able. We were outnymbered by the enemy,

and we Tought, bravely (o repel tl1em That. night, with many, wounded :
and killed, many positions like mine were held by only one person, We
would not"give up and let thein in, or out, When morning arrived; what -

was left of Charlie Company was still there, and the NVA wasi’t.

I guess we won at a high cost. Chatlie Company was basncally gone

There weren’t ivany men left not wouided or killed.

. That was the end for me, because T was. Qﬂ" to Japan for a. momh 'lll(l o

then to Walter Reed for one year. .
.+ Being ser ioysly. wounded muiLlplo lees, I was s tetired on dlS‘lblllty at
+ - the age of 20 from the Army in. 1971..1 am presently employed. at thn,l_:

Bureav of Engraving in Washington, D, C,

When asked about the Vietnam War, 1 sunply say that se:vmg w1th :

Charlie Company and the 10/ st Airborne Divisjon has always given me

‘ Paointman forever, Gary A, Steele
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Equal Time for Protesters

7 On page ong of Ripcord Report No. 38 (January, 1995) we re-
printed a letter from The Washington Post wriiten by Peter T,
Krogh, dean of the School of Foreign Service, Georgetown Uni-
versity. In suin, Krogh defended Dean Rusk’s V1clmm policy,
-and argued that the larger policy of containmient 'of commuiism
led to the winning of the Cold War. The war in Vietnam, however
‘flllbll ating, helped fead to thit victory,
. On January 25, The Washmgton Post printéd a rebuttal to Krogh's

position. As a service to Rzpwrd Report readers, that letter, titled -

“Vlemam. ‘lerelevant’ Cmsqdc imepnulcd here:

The thrd(}lllilldly letter from ... PL[CI F. Kr og,h states thiat
we won the war in Vietnam |Jan. 11], Wowl Tell that to tllL'

57,000 listed on the Vietnam Memorial.

u.s, uoops lcitVictn'lm in 1973; (liplumﬂiqan(l advisers left
in 1975, We lost tlm war in évery way imaginable: 57,000 lives,
grotesque military expenditures, environmental dcg1 atlation,
negleet'of domestic programs, cspccially public education, and

-national divisiveness that plagues us to this day '
" To take Krogh’s poinds i orderi

© First, official rhictoric to the ¢onitrary hotwithstanding, it was

a war ot to conitain coimmunism biit o display how us togh
‘guys had credibility (pmce witli honory and to fend off reerimi-
nation by appeasing the pack-dog right.

Second, while the Viclnam War was indeed lost at home, it

was lost with equalvigor in Victuam. Bombing csmhliml (lld

not and catild not prevail; we could iveverwin; - >

~ Yinally, the “global policy of contaimment” was an clabomte :

schema in U.S. policy that sent us out like-the lotie cowboy to
keep ofder in an unruly world, Other countries, especially in

Wesiern Lumpc, wondered why we were squandering enor-

mous l(‘SOllI ces on a cause so frr elevant and inconsequential,
DAVID 8§, ARNOLD

]talls Lhm Lll Va.

 Hoom, T wondel if'Pavid Arnold has an ancestor named
'_“Bcnedlcl” or if hb lmg,htbclelated to Tom llayden or if hc eVer

STAFF JOURNAL: LZ DUMFRIES

dated [1anoi Jane Fonda.
Well ... okay, that might be a teensy bil unfair. Everybody is

‘entitled to an opinion, no matter how much they distort the facts 1o
- support it. But, would Arnold consider commuaism “irrelevant and

inconsequential” if Khrushchev had mdce(l “buncci the West” as
he threatened? :
By the way, Arnold’s American bodycountim Vietnam isshya . -

" thousand or so. But, hey, what’s a little inaccuracy. got to do with
anything? 'm Just glad Arnold sorted it-all out for us, Now we can

tedl our young ‘uns that we “vigorously” lost a war we “could never

" win” bybclng;,“toug,hguys who foughtonly to* ap_peéSethe.paqku

dog r |g,hl

Yep. [ think that's about got it. Now we knew what it was we did

~over there. Thanks, Mr. Arnold, for setting us straight.

Il leave you with an observation: There are prabably a lot more .
David Arnolds among our citizenry than there are Peter Kroghs. L
pray I'm wrong, :
Currahee,

Chuck Hawkins

Dumfries, Va. -

P.S., the astute reader will note the change in LZ location from
Oakton to Dumfries, Virginia's oldest town. I will only say this: 1t
was @ heck of a lof easier changing locations in "Nam:than it is {o

change addiesses here in the siates 25 years later.

This publication is the authoritative voice of history of the
Battle of Ripcord, March 12 to July 23, 1970, Over 60 men’
died and nearly 350 were wounded on and around the fire
base. The newsletier is dedicated to their memory.

Ripcord was the major combal action for the 101st Air bomc '
Division in 1970, and was the next to last mgn:ﬁcant battle of
U.S. forces In the Vietnam War, In the end, 101st units con-
ducted a brilliant fighting withdrawal, escaping the jaws of a
North Vietnamese infantry division that had surrounded the
scarred mountain top,, What terrible price the encmy paid may:
never be known,

v,
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A NATIONAL NEWSLETTER SINCE 1983
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John “Custer” Mihalko

Ray “Blackie™ Blackman - ;

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS FOR JANUARY / ¥FEBRUARY
Joseph P, Shepherd, Sr.,  Gary A, Steele,  Lyoyd Rahlf
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DOA

My Dcceiiibel Kiml&pm} arrived
as a p"lllldl page in'a Post Offi ite body
_ 'ba;:, wuh "lpOlOglcS for mutllduon

1f you could please send me 'molhm
copy ..

Thank you",
Randy Thompson
Grand Canyon, Ariz.

Correction : )

~ 'I'he Ripcord Report is greal ..

- One little correciion. My unitis noL right
on the roster and should be as follows:
George D). Murphy, P:O. Box 297, New-
ark, 111, 60541, Bravo Biry., 2d Bn., 3201h

Artitlery,
~ Here’s a little something for the cause.
Hope to see you in July.

Balls of the Eagle!
George Murphy

l""rum ’l‘om Shcpher(l’s Dad

anlo‘;ed is a chcck to help eyt the oyl

of postage and printing. Received myre-

cent issue of Ripcord Reporl rtnd mund ii:

very interesting.

I found out today that Dr, Ralph ()1ccllo :

(he is the head heart doclm at the Eliza-
beth General Hospital here) is now over
in-Vietnam touring some of the areas. |

gave him on¢ of Tommy’s maps of Viet- .

nam, which is now posted in his office in
the hespital. 1 sure would like to get a
better mapy if I canget one,

Just as soon as he finishes his tour, I It

- Uy to get some of his input. Dr, Or celio

served in Vietnam during the war.
Wishing your great papen contnmecl

SUCCESS .

Smcese]y,- o

Joseph P. Shepherd, Sr.

Elizabeth, N.J.

Mr. Shepherd setved with the 69th ntan-

S S S S e e DI

try Division in HEurope in-World War 11
IHis son, Tom, was a inedic with Charlie
Company, 2/506, and served at Ripeord,

One of many heroes in the battalion, he

was wounded on Hill 902 the hightofJuly
1-2, 1970, Tom passed away in 1991, -af-
tera civil career dedicatéd o helping dis-
abled veterans - Editor

Bad Rap, Good RAP

"+ Aitborne! My name and address: Bra-

dley N. Jimerson, PO, Box 152,
Steamburg, N.Y. 14783,

I was given Ripeord Report's address
by a Vietnam brother. I was in B/2-50 st
Inf,, 101st Abn. Div. from Dec: 13, 1967
to (WIAY Mar. 13, 1968 .1 flew from Ft.
Campbell, Ky,, to Vietnam, First trained
at Cu Chi {111 Corps), then flew to Camp
Eagle (I Corps).

I was wonded at [Hue.

Do you have any members Iu)m Llnt
(ime? Here is a rap poent I madedn. 1988.

Tam a veteran and what can [ say
‘cept 1 am airhorne all the way--
Now during my tour, G7-68 -.

I was wounded by a mortar that.did
Jiot- wait-:

Last-lefl eye by mudl from a strong

cxp]odcd shell
then was flown to Da Ndng c"\use [
was 1ot well- .

A doctor there said, “Ile 5 out not

going_, back”

(At lcast not scnt home, home in'a
sack)- -
By chopper lhey qcnt me to.a hospl
tal ship -

waat to slip--

Those that j)&llbl'l()([ me, lusL cut

through my skull..-
to take metal out.se | would heal well-

They keyp me on the shlp for “bout
15 days
then they ftew me back home ..

whete the doctots opel atc and (Ion r

{(USAL to stay-- _ :
It Letterman General lloqpml Cali-
fornia state '
months of 1c~‘leeunmg cnuse my _
reading was late-- : ’
Then, well enougli to lwc~m w:th
Mom and step-ded :
Like other Nam vets, was happy bul
sagl-- : '
August68 ona wondct ful (1'1y
w1lh hospml 1cluemcut along wnth
pay=-
Iochy [ am happy in happy tears
‘cause God gave me 26 extra years

So Fm’ (1994)

Airborne all the way to God.

‘Bradley Notris fimérson

U.S. 56702634, Sgt. B-5

- B/2-53075t Inf. (1918t Airborne)

Banshee Blues Brothers

LPvebeen 1'eceiving_' B_l pc_oi‘d Repoit for

some time and have enjoyed it im-
mensely, A, friend of mine, George
Murphy, was with B Btry., 2/320th Artil-
lery, and was.on Ripcord on July 23d. He
was actually on one of the last slmke o

- leave the fire lﬂsc

1,28 a matter. orlccolcl was aboard ny
freadom. bird that particular day, having
spent my full tour with B Troop, 2d
Squadron, 17th Cavalry. 1 served as a
rifleman,. platoon RTO, peintmap and
grenadier for the Banshee Blugs (“Out
Fronl™).

The Banshee Blues opencd sever cll ﬁie

baecs in Quaug Iu and T hwa T thl‘l prov-
_inces during. my.year in LOlIHlIy Justa'

few.days ago I spoke.s with a [ellow. cav
member, Al Delnnownlus, who remen-
bers trying. 10 Come. intp Rlpcwd on. or

~ aboutthe 23d. They WClb,Of course, pel-

ting shot up and couldn’t land. '
Ipolsonally captured a .51-cal. Chicom
continued on page 4
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INCOMING (mail call) con't

machine gun from a hill top near Ripcord
on July 2d. A snatch mission they called
it. No volunteers could be found. 1 was
less than three weeks short of coming
liome,-but someone had to do the dirty
deed. We got i, without recourse, and two
weeks later I lefl the U'oop and headed
for home. _

We knew the NVA were coming
through. They found us on June 22, after
we found one of their hospitals--must
have.p__d them off. Eleven.Banshee
Blues were wounded that day. Fortu-
nately, it wasn’t worse, but sadly, one
Blue was killed--my friend from Geor-
gia, Sgt. George Wall, He and 1 had gone
through AIT together at Ft, Potk. We'd

spent the entite year together, traipsing

through the mountains, reconning, recov-
ering downed birds and pilots, alive and
dead. For all intents and purposes, we
were going home together. I pulled bun-
ker guard at Camp Eagle the night before
this particular mission, 1 did not. go out
on the mission he was killed on, “There,

but for the grace of God, go 1.” Sorry,
i'm babbling.

Murphy mentioned to you that 1 was an
engineef. No, sir. 111320, Please keep the
Ripcord Report coming this way, 1really
enjoy it
Brothers in arms,

Larry I Allen
Sandwich, Lfl,

Banghee Blues, Part [

Since my. recent letter [ have been in
touch with several Banshee members who
are not on the Ripeord Report mailing lst.
Two in particular were not only involved
at Ripeord, but were also transTerred (o
{(Recon PIL) E Co.,, 2/5006th, for the re-
mainder of their. time in country. Walt
Massinger and Garret {(Spike) Rierson
were two of only a few men whe came
back to B Troop aftera mission into Laos,
June 2124, 1970, That mission was a
catastrophe,

-1 spokc with Garret the othu mg,ht and

I’m sure he would like to hear {rom some
fellow Ripcord survivors, He's still quite -
bitter about the outcome, believing that a
number of bodies were left behind, This
has bothered Garret for some time. So
please, wmake contact with this man. In-
forim him of the upcoming reunion,

As for me, I’m on another mission. A
gathering of Banshee members is planned
for Sept, 15-17 in Kokomo, Indiana. So
far I have made cont“ict with 22 members,
most of whom plan on being there. This,
as you know, will mark 25 years we were
abl together in another world, half~way.
around the World.

Keep the reports coming, God bless.
Brothers in arms,

Larry I, Atlen
Sandwich, IlI.

Ripeord Report welcomes new members:

Garret Rigrson Walt Massingor

MILITARY TERMS AND DEFIN ITIONS

admiral--The highest rank in most navies, including the U.8. Navy and -

Coast.Guard. There are four degrees in the U.S. Navy: fleet admiral, a rank
given during or just after World War 11 to William D. Leahy, Fmest J.
King, Chestér W. Nimitz and William F. Halsey; admiral (equivalent to
general); vice admiral (equivalent to Tieutenant general); and rear admirai
(equivalent to major general); all known as flag officers. (The rank of com-
‘wodore, also 4 flag officet, is equivalent to brigadier general.) The word
admiral appacenily originated béfore the | 2th century with Arabs whocom-
bined qmir, commander, the article al, ancl bahir, sea, in aniir-ci-bahr which
was shorlened by the Sicilians to amiral, Near the end of the 13th contury
the English commender of the Cinque P()Hs was gwm Lho Latin utle
admt.' abths '

admiral of the Dlue, adinial of the red, admiral of the white, aduiiral of

“theyellow—-By 1620 the English commander at sea was known as the ad-

miral. The English fleet at this tinie comprised three squadrons. Ships of :

- the squadron in the ceriter flew red ensigns, and their commander was known

‘a5 admiral of the red. "Ihé vansquadron ships [lew white ensigns, and their -

commander, avice admiral, was known as admiral of the white. The squad-

vort inl the rear flew blue ensigns, and their commander, a rear admiral, was -
knowhn as admiral of the blue. Those passed over [or promotion to admiral -

v(feté’ma(le rear admirals on the retived list. The common expression was
“yellowed,” and they were C‘l”Gd ddmudls of the ycllow a ficlitious sqmcl
rot,.

Soiwrée: Dictionary of Military Terms, H. W Wilson Co., New York, 1986
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Continued from page one ...
CRASH COURSE IN WAR

resupply and we may go hungry fot a

week. We slosh through muddy ditches

and rice paddies, fight our way lhi()Ll,g,h'

thick jungle, and spend each night fend-
lng:, off bugs.”

“What "tbout ihe enemy? he asked,
.Lhnsty ‘fok rore information. “How bad
is thal p’ut? Is there a lot of Ilg,l]tmg,"”

[ laughed to myselF, remeniering how
seldom we’d actually engaged the enemy.

scooped up a liandful of pebbles and
sifted them’ llnough my fingers bcrote
speaking again.

“That’s the second war,” 1 said, los‘;ing:,
_astone, “In my seven months here we 've
only encountered enemy soldiers eight or

nine times. That-may not seunid like much, -

but being in the field is a psychological
Dattle; we are constantly at visk. 1t°s tough
knowing that someone is out there, some-
where, aiming to kill you. Although we
usually come out on top, like when we
kicked the crap outof the North Vietnam-

ese on Flamburget Hill. Still, we lost 84

-'g,uys in that battie, That was sikx-moiths
ago, and the Noreth Visthamese aren 't eas

gertofight face-to-face like that anymore.

Instead, they observe our habits and strike
when it'sto theit rldvantag,e cithel by am-
bush or booby traps.” ' :

- “Ggez,” Berngon modned,’ wlluuc, ]11'3
eyés, “how do you keep from getting
killed o1 wounded? There’s got to be'a
secrel to surviving all this.”

-y ot ¢ould be a ‘ghoster’ like me,” |
said, grinning at the personal irohy. “But,
setiously;” | continued, “the key to sur-
yiving is common sense and alertness, [0°s
that simple. You have to think about the
congequendes of your every maéve, You

Mave (o think ahead to what could hap-
pen if you do something stupid, or don’t
pay aitention to details. That heans you
have to watchrwhere you walk, 'sit, sleep,
and cven where you crap, There is no re-
laxing. A grunt’s job is 24 hours a day.

We may go for a month without enemy
contact and, when we least expect it, the

enemy could havé something waiting for
us.” f o

Berison said quizzically. “What could be
worse Lhan the weather, bugs and the
enemy?” ‘

“The third war is a victous war,” 1 .

o g | e 5

“You said there were three wars,”

grumbled fiendishly. “It’s the one be-
tween the lifers and the grunts, A grunt’s
goal is to make it home alive. A lifer’s
goad is o win the war regardless of the

cost of lives or limbs, Lifers love the war .

for the | power it gives them over people’s
lives. I've met only a few good ones. The
rest are arrogant pricks who rarcly feel
whal the grunt feels, Sure, lifers are out
in the bush too, but they don’t usually go

©on recon or man listening posts, they

never walk point or carry the machine
gun, and the onty guard duly they pull is

‘radio watch within the safety of the cen-

tet of the perimeter.”

I probably told Bernson too much too
fast. He looked suicidal. [ onty wanted to
educate him, not blow his-mind. -

-Only One Good Day in the War -

“Now that you’ve told me all that bad
stuff,” he said dejectedly, “is there any-
thing good about being here?”

I brushed my hands against the seat of
my pants hul‘ole sitting down to ponclc:

‘his question.
“[tie only good day in Vietnam,” Lsaid

sternly, s the day you get ona freedom

bird and go liome. But it’s a long year,

~ and the only way to get back fo'the world
is to just finish your time. Most grunts
malke it home without a scrateli.The guys -
“ who get screwed up usually did somes

thing stupid, like listening to a lifer. But
don’t worry, you’ll be alright. We havea
lot of good men cut there, and everyone

" lookgafter one another, Hell, before long,

you’ll be thc one tedthmg new E,uys how
Lo sur vw(,

Flfiendly fire, Rody Bags, and Rebels

A Chingok landed at the-chopper pad
and we climbed aboard. The hour-long
ride to the DMZ was omingus, but-it al«
ways-felt that way when | was-telurning
tothe field. We landed at the Mali Loe

base.camp and separated, heading to{wo.

different supply choppers going to the
company LZ. The slick [ was in landed
first, After the supplies'were utiloaded, a

‘body bag was gently putin.

I went to find nyy friend, Sandbern, who
told me that the dead GI wis a cherry who
had gone outside the night perimeter to

relieve imself, but didn’t bother telling

anyone, He:got lost in-the dark and

thrashed around in front of one of the
othier positions. Our guys, assuming he
was an enemy, had killed him, Friendly

_ fire is a tough way to die, exactly the type

of situation 1’d Just finished warning
Bernson about, B

‘After the second resupply chopper
Janded, Gls milled around the L7 help-,
ing to move supplies. Then disaster
struck, As the chopper lifted off; a-mal-
function caused it o tilt sideways and-ram

_into a tree, A rotor blade broke toose and

recled toward a group of Gls, whicling
like ahuge sword, ILstlucktwombn kill-
ing both instantly.

Doc Knudson, our platoon medic was -

cut in half. Alongside Knudson lay-an-
other man who.had met the same geue- -
some fate. [t was Private Betnson. A chill
ran through me that I.had never felt be-
fore, Doc Knudson’s death: was. Horrify-
ingj, butafter telting Bernson how to-sur--
vive, | was.devastated,

1t wag bad enough for a Gl o dic atthe
handg of the enemy, but when we killed
ourown inaccidents, especially two days
in a rew, itwas difficult to.accept, As the

-bad nows circulaied; semeimen meanad

and hollered-over the senseless deaths. A

small geoup added 1o the chaos by throw-
" ing down their weapons and yelling “We

quit!” and “F___this war!” Others joined
in, buL the mutmy turhed firom bitterness
fo motiraing when several men beg;m io

. openly weep.

The platoon leaders movecl to break
things up, but Captain Schaefer, in con-
tempt of military protocol of emotional
repression, gave us time to.grieve forthe
deceased, The first ever outlet, unteashed
after months ofhidden-anguish.

Otir rebellion. lasted Tess than an hour.
We made our stand, then .abonded our
sentiments and gradually rejoined our pla-
toons. Men could be heard in a resigned
gramble: saylng “F_i it Den’t mean
nothing.” We knew we weren't going-to
changs anything. Thewar would not stop

‘on account of us. We realized that we

could not allow. curselves the: luxury of

. compassion. Instead; we continued o

numb-.ourselves to the cold reality of
death. :
Art, a Hambur ,g,er l!rH veteran and fong—

- time member-of Ripeord Association, ex-

cerpled. the foregoing fiom a book he is
writing. Nearly-compleied after 10 years,
Art is looking for a publisher. Any leads ?-
-Editor
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THE ‘OFFEICIAL? HHISTORY OQF 2/506TH FOR 1970

Capt. Peters and Bravo Company were now in their i0th day on
Ripeord. They and a few replacements who had not been able to
join their units in the field had: existed almost solely in their bun-
kers. Eneniy fire hadkincreased to such an intensity that men moved
outside their foxholes.only anthe.most urgent of missions. Resup-
ply by helicopter was hazardous and always brought heavy bar-
rages from-enemy gunners. Much eredit must be given to the men
of Bcho Company who manned their mortar tubes constantly in

support of the companies working near the {ire base, and to Capt.:

Dave Rich and his valiant artillerynen who conducted their f"lc
misstons: in:the face of the most intense enemy fire,

The men-of Bravo Baltery, 2d Bn., 319th Artillery, faced a task
that no one envied and they per founecl it well. But even the most
couiageols men reach a point where they must either seek covet
or «lie. Such a poihit-was reached on 17 July when the enemy
launched: six sgparate mortar atbacks. This lime the:mortars were
120mmiregimental mortars. It was the first time inover 18 months
that this weapon: had been used in:the. 101st Division arca of op-
erations,

Ripeord had been holdlilg:, its owar untll (8 July when the four l,h
CH-47 Chinook helicopter was shot down by rapid enemy small
arms fire over the fire base. It crashed and burned o top of the
tmain artlllory ammo dump, As burnirtg JP-4 flowed into-the dump,
400 roundy [of artillery ammo] began to cook off and explode.
The explosions, which coitinued for eight hours, destroyed all six

ol Bravo Batlery’s: 105mm howitzers; two 106mim recoilless rifles, -
-~ counter mortar radar set, a VHF radio, several bunkers and a CP

o the southern portion of the fire base. The perimeler, however,
remained-intact; A crippling blowhad been deall the fire base and:
the enemy increased: their efforts against the hill,
Meanwhile, it the valley southeast of Ripeord, Alpha Company
- was experiencing some suceess.

O the 19th, the Alpha Company CP initiated contact on two
NVA.The enemy died without returning fire, A thoroughsearchof
the bodies yielded a wealth of intelligence information. Forfunately,
Alpha Company had an interpretery with the help ofthe inlerpreter

valuabie-tacticdl information wag.tr 'msmltlccl quickly ta Lt. Col.

Lucag on the fire base.:

As'Alpha drove deeper into-territory hcid by the enemy, I)e]la
Company, 1st B, 506(th Infantry, became OPCONed to our bat-
talion and was inserted-on an L7 two kilometers east. of Hill 803,

They were met with extremely heavy mortar, small arns, RPG |

and heavy machine gun fire, Capt. Don Workman managed (o move
his ‘cotnpany six hundred meters-off the LZ into a defensive pe-
rimeter, His position, due to:mounting casualties, scon became
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vulnerable. Capt. -Workiman, with several men killcd and. moae

- than half the company wounded, called for assistance.

Capt. Rollison and Delta Company were alerted and 30 minutes
later they were combat assaulted into another LZ vear Delta 1/

.506. Charlic Company, now commanded by Capt. Kenaeth Lamb,

combat assaulted right behind Delta Company and secured the LZ

- {n preparation for the extraction, As Delta Company’s lead ¢le-

ments tumbled from the lilt birds they ran into a hail of small arms

- five. Quickly returning fire they drove the enemy off but not be-

fore several [of the enemy] had been kilted dnd a .51 caliber heavy
maching gun had been captured, The next few hours of the after-

noon were hellish as Capt. Rollison and his mien pushed toward -

Capt. Worknian’s beleagured lnidnuylmll Justas darkness closed
onthe L7 the {inal lilt helicopters had extracted all thice units.-

Casualtics in Delta 1/506 were heavy, but our own Delta and o
_Charlie Companies experienced light casualtics,

Continued next issue ...

MORE ABOUT DELTA, 1/506 '

Ihc LOlnbdt saga of Delta Commny, 1/ '306111 Infantr Y, is an-

~other of the incompletely told stories of the Battte of Ripcord.

Conlrary to the 2/306 unit history, /1-506 combat assaulted into.
the Ripeord AO on 17 July, as the 2d Bni, 501st Inf,, was being
extracted.. D/1-506 was- initially inserted northwest af Ripoord,
near Fill 1000, and then. combat. assaulted east ofi[ill 805.two

days later. That was when they ran into “deep setious.’

_Apparently, the tactical plan was for Delta, 17506, 10 wmk up

" the backside of Hill 805 and root out the enemy from their fight-
ing positiens, just as had Been attompted by the 2/501st on Hill

1000. Alpha Company, 2/506th, was supposed (o link yp with DD/
1506 for this purpose. But, as we know;, that link up never oc-
cutred,

What puipot,c then, did Delta’s plesuncc in.the Rlpcotd battlc

_ _‘SCIVB? There are two good answers:

1. They kept the enemy off balaice, unsure ()F /\mcncan inten-
tions, while ¢ritical command decisions were made concerting

Aheconduet of a fighting withdrawal frem the fire base.

2. Their presence diverted valuable enemy resources away from
Alpha, 2/506, at a time when that outfit was gatheting critical in-
telligence about the enemy,

- Delta, 1/506, fought with guts wnd coumge, a uedlt to the 506th
lcg,nm,nlal motto: Currahee--stand alone. They. did, and their

“brother Culmhces stood wllh them, -

) RIPCORD REUNION '95
'[NF()RMAIION IS BFINC MAILED TO YOU AT’
THIS TIMI!

PLEASE RESPOND IMMEDIATELY!
WE ARE EXPECTING A l.ARGF ‘GROUP' 10
JOIN U
" COME SEL E EVERYONE AGAIN!




VIETNAM, 25 YEARS AGO

On Mar. 9, 1970, U.S. Marines turned over control of' I Corps
and the five northernmost provinces of South Vietnam to the U8,
Atiny. Responsibility rests with 150,000 troops of the Army XXV
Corps, commanded by Lt. Gen. Mélvin Zais.

On March 10th the Atmy accused Capt, Ernest Median and four
other soldiers of committing crimes at Song My in March 1968.
Charged ranged from premeditated murder to rape and the “maim-
ing” of a suspect under interrogation. Medina was the company

“commander of L, William Calley, who along with others was
charged with murder at My Lai 4 in Song My village.

On the 11th approximately 20,000 demonstrators rallied in Caru-
bodia to protest the presence of Communist forces. Embassies of

“the Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Vietnam and
* of North Vietnam were assaulted, resulting in heavy damage.
The following day Cambodian Premier Lon Nol gave an apol-
ogy for the aitacks, but also issued an ultimatum that Communist
troops must feave Cambodia in 72 hours. Cambodian demonstra-
. tors contmued to 1amp'1&,e in the streets of Phnom Penh, the capi-
t'll ‘

-On March 16th communists stiil remained in Cambodm “and
~ officials of all parties met to discuss Communist military forces in
- Cambadia. The session did not go well.

Back In-the United States, on March 17, the results of a. war
mlme investipative panel headed by Lt Gen. William Peers, led to
the formal accusation of 14 officers for suppression of informa-
tion relating to the incident at Song My, Charges included derelic-
tion of duty, Tailure to obey lawful regulations and false swearing,
The Peers Report reiterated the list of aitrocities and concluded
that a “tragedy of major proportions” occurred at Song My. The

report conchuded that the higher up the chain of command details

ofithe Ineidént went, the'more watered down they becane,

.. A bloodless coup on March 18 deposed Cambodian Prince
Norodom Sihanouk:while he was enroute from Moscow and Pe-
king (Beijing). Lon Nol, as premier and defense minister, and First
Deputy Premier Prince. E)IS()WdUl Sir 1k Mdt'lk ﬂssumed governmen-
{al control. :

-On the 19th, the C'lmbodmn th:onal Assembly granted “full
power” to Loti Nol, declared a state of emergency, and suspended
constitutional guarantees of public assembly and freedom from
- unwarranted search and arrest,

On March 20th, in the first coor dinated allied- Camboclmn mili-
tary opetation of the war, a Cambodian commander called for South
~ Vietnamese artillery directed by U.S. aerial observers. The action

- helped to defeat a 150-man Vifet: ‘Cong attack on an outpost near

the South Vietnamese district capital of An Phu.

On March 21, in Peking, Sihanouk agreed to accept leadership
of the Cambodian Cominunist Party. e

Viel Cong terrorists struck {he village of Ffocman, seven miles
northwest of Saigon, on Mareh 22d. Fourteen women and chil-
dren, attending a Buddist meetmg,, were k!lled 20 others were
wounded

On March 23, in Peking, Sibanouk 1s‘sued a publlc call for arms
against the Lon Nol government i ?hnom Perh. He also announced
the establishment of a National Unhlted Front of Kampuchea
(FUNK). Notth Vietnam, the NLF and the Pathet Lao immedi-
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~ately pledged their support for Sihanouk and the new organiza-

tion, Two days later, North Vietnam recalled its diplomats from
Phnom Penh.

After several days of consultation with the Cambodian govern-
ment, South Vietnamese troops, supported by air and artillery,
advanced inte Cambodia on March 27-28, in the first such major
military operation of the war, Fifty-three communists of a 300-
man force were reported killed, while two. flights of U.S, helicop-
ter gunships few in support. Three South Vietnamese soldiers were
killed and seven wounded, U,8. and South Vietnamese officials
disavowed khowledge of the operation.

On Mareh 29 North Vietnamese troops allacked an American
base necat the Cambodian border. The Communists report 75 dead,
while .S, Josses were 13 killed and 30 wounded.
© On March 31, the 101st Airborne Division’s Operation Randolph -
Glen draws to a close.

Source: The World Almatiac of the Vietham War, John S. Bow-
man, gen. ed., Pharos Books, New York, 1985,

EXTRA! EXTRA! EXTRA!

REUNION "95 UPDATE
WHEN: ARRIVE ON 19 JULY, DEPART ON THE 23D
WHERE: RAMADA HOTEL, 14707 WEST COLFAX,
GOLDEN, CO 80401

EXIT 262 OFF 1-70, EAST ONRT. 40 TO
HOTEL ON LEFT

PHONE RESERY ATIONS: 303/279-7611,

MENTION RIPCORD ASSN.
DAILY ROOM RATE: $68 (we're working on lower rates)

GROUND 'I;I{ANSPOR"I"Af'I"ION FROM DENVER INTERNA-
TIONAL AIRPORT IS AVAILABLE THROUGH GOLDEN
WEST CQMMU’F ER TO THE HOT EL.

A REUNION REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION SHEET
WILL BE SENT TO EACH ASSOCIATION:MEMBER
SHORTLY. PLEASE PLAN ON SENDING A $50 FEE PER
ADULT TO THE ASSOCIATION SO THAT WE MAY ESTAB-
LISH CREDIT TO PAY FOR BANQUET, BUI“IT TS, ANI)
OTHER REUNION ACTIV[ T lL‘S

RIPCORD BEER STEINS AND RIPCORD COFFEE MUC‘S
AVAILABLE.

NEARBY ATTRACTIONS: COORS BREWERY, COLORADO
SCHOOL OF MINES, U.S. MINT, RED ROCKS NATURAL
OUTDOOR AMPHITHEATER, AND MORE
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