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Ripcord Reunion
96 hailed as a
great success!

. FREDERICKSBURG, VA, Oct. | 1-18-Family mémbers

and veterans of the flyhling cround Fire Support Bases
Ripeordin 1970 gathered ot this historie Visginiectown just
priorto.the Columbus Dayweskend, In'all, 38 memibers:
and guests enjoyed the opporiunity to meet; shere
memories, pay réspect to our frilen comrades and take a
tour of Civil Wer bettleflelds at: F‘rodoricksburg aick
Chanesllorsville..

Some folks made the trip from as fotr crwety as Idc:xho
(Warrern Ruery, Recon, 2/501st) and Arizonc (Bill Heath,
Alpha, 2/506th), John {Custer) Mihalke (Recon, 2/506th)
and his wife Kathy.arrived from.Colorado, and Ripeord -
Report founder Chip Colling (Bravo, 2/506th) joined the ..
group. from his new: hormenin Kentucky. Another Bravo,
2/506th momber, Bob Judd end his letdy, Red, came from
Mich!gqn, to.attend thetr first Ripeord Reunion. .

Cherlie Compemny, 2/506th wess well reprosented wﬂh -
Poul Burkey from Ohio, Jerry “Doc” Cafferty from
Connecticut, Jim Campbell from Lowsicma and Cherlie
(Gater) Tipton and his son, James, from North Ceraline. -
Kent Roland, who had served in both Delia and Charlie,
5/506th, merdé his second reunion, arriving fro.
Tennessee via motorcycle

[t was a special treat to have the artillery represented by
Alfred: Mariin (Alpher, 2/11th)end his wife Bonnie, Other
first time reunion attendees inc udoci Cully Warren (Delte
& HHC, 2/506th) from Virgi‘nic:. Chiris Gierrett (Bravo, ‘
2/506th) and his wife Beverly from Mirnssota, Dem -
Thompson (HHC, 2/506th) from Massaclitsetts, and his

friend Bob Morton, and Clem Neiderer (HHC, 2/501st) and
his wife Rache! from Pennsylvanic,

Dick Cuble (Recan, 2/506th)-camie in from New York,
and Car! and Mary Ann Carlson (reluitves of John and
Kathy Mihalke) arrived frotn New Jersey, Fred Spaulding
(HHC, 3d Brigade), who did most of the revinion plénning
‘and oversaw arrangements, joined us from {ndianct. Gary
Radiord (Delte, 2/506th) emd his gonBrion came down -
from Pennsylvemict. Chuck (Charlie & Alpha, 2/506th) cnd
Glenda Hawkins were present from their home in
Virginiar, along with guests Lisa quris and Mc:rsha
Stewdrt, also from Virginder, '

Bak Seftz (Recon & Cherrlie, Z/SDGth) and his W1fe Robin
aitended the banquet Boh Introduced the gusst speaker
for the banduet, Maj, Gen. Rendy House (Phoenix, 158th
Avn, & Charlle, 2/506th) aind his wife Jeciite. Remdy 1s the
senjor military assistant to Secretocry oi Deienso Wﬂ]idm
Perty.

Many members brought mlhtctry momorab[ leto show _
and share with others. There were Ripcord T-shirts, hats,
posters and other ftems for sdle, cnd each atlendees
received a Ripeord cof{oo mug, which were produced in
Colorade by the compemy that john Mihalke werks for.

‘There was more than enough beer but too few sodas
{cre we getting older, or what?), and the food ai the
Fridey buffet and the Suturday hanquet was outstanding

In ol every compeny in the 2/506ik was represented,
plus members from 2/501st and the 2/1 1th (155mm
medium cuttllery), 3d Brigade HQ and 158th Avicttion.

Some members who almost made itto the retmien, hut.
could not, were: Jerry Rodgers (326th Exgle Dustoif} of
Virginicr, Harold Gaithier (Alphae; 2/11th) and Peg: Shickler
from Tennesses, Gabe Rollison (Delta, 2/506th). cnd-wife:
Meartt from Missourt and Tom Austin (Alphe, 2/11h) from

- Georgic, Tex Turner (HG, 3d Bde.).of Virginia sent his

regrets, as;did Jim, McCoy (Delter, 1/506th) of Californicr,
Bob Stmoker (Charile, 2/506th) in Penmsylvanic, Ken. .
Heunilton (Chartfe, 2{50611’1) in Ohic and Richard Dmry
(Delter, 1/508th). from’ Mic:higan We hope to see you c:ll
and memry others, nexi yeotr ,

S’-ﬂecid] | evems B
made it specm]

VIETNAM VETERAN'S MEMORIAL WASHINGTON DC
Saturday, Oct. 12th~+-No one ¢ciivisit the Vistncum
Veterctri’S}Memor'icﬁxl-_in the natiof’s capital and ¢omie
crwery unmoved or uncaring: The mermortal—The Wedll-—fs
a special place, full of sorrew and’ paintill memoriss. But it
is clso-aplace of pecce and Serenity; and of love. '

Flor some In the Ripeord Reuriion group the- visit to The
Weill wets thetr flrst, nel théy were visibly roved by the -
experience.For others'the pﬂgrimotge Wcts not hiew, u -
wets still emotional and méving. R

Here, on the grassy sward just north of- the Lincoln
Monurnent, just out of sightof the- Refiec:iing Pool; slabs of
polished black granite béar the nomes 6f ot falled *
soldiers; sailors, marines and ditmen of the Vietnam War.
Over 58,000 souls:are remembersd cmd revereci here n
perpstuct respect, love and honor.
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Civil War battlefleld
tour a must for
r-eunlon gmup

' F'REDERICKSBUHG VA; Qét, 1 1th—The F'riday rncrnmg ‘
tour of American Clvil Weir kattleffolds at Frederickshurg
and Chancellorsville was « highhght of Ripeord Reurion -

'96, There wats o chill in the odr &s the tempercxtu.re .
hovered in'the high 30s, But it wasn'tas oold ag it had ,
bsen for the Unlenénd Con.{ederate forces who fought at
Fredericksbury it Decerber 1862,

The tour began at 9:30 ¢.m., and was given by Trolley
Tours of Fredericksburg, with Mr. Devis conducting,

When it was over 2 V4 hours later, the 23 members of the
tour group Hgd & view of « different kind of fighting than,
that which we had expertenced in Vietricm,

Al Martin said “it's the bestvalue 've had for $12 ine
long time.” Others c:tgreed that the tour was well worth the
modest cost

Frederlcksburg 15 UOO casuorltzes

By Nov«amber 1862 Union forces under Mc:] Gen.
Gearge MeClollein has swelled to 120,000 riorthi of the-
Rappahennock River. To the south, in and around
Frederickslurg, Gen: Robert B Lee's Confederates
numberad 85,000, McClsllan's egodnd his- delay in
resuming the offensive dest him his job and Mcq Gen
Ambrgsé/Burriside took vommiand, -

On Déc. 10th Burnéide's Artayof the Potornae begctn R
crossing the Rappethannock River i pre-cerm mist.
Engineers pustied pénitoon bridges half weay acrogs the
river by the time the fog lifted, then Confederite seifper
fire haltec the crossing. It took vélunteer infantry t5 cridss

“thie river and clear the town after artillery fire failed to
sliminate the sniper threat. By Dec. 12th the Union forces
had managed to complete the crossing.-

Les coded the tovm to-the Union troops, Union. art:llery
fire from heights acrdss the Rappahomnock hed become
too lethal. But Lee had heights of his own beyond
Fredeticksbury where he placed His artillery, When, -
Burnside’s soldiers continusd their advence they wers
met with a withering leng-renge fire,

Although Federal forcesipushed the rebsls baek dnd
penstrated Confederate lines insome places,: quick uge -
of reserves restored the situation for the South. At deay’s
end on the 13th the baitle wes: practcally-over,. S

Lee hoped thett Burnside would continveto attack,: thut
he could continue to. bleed the Union army white: But -
Burnside cnd his commanders hed, rencugh: Unde tected
and with conslderable skill, the Unforn troaps withdrew:
actoss-the Rappahdnnock on the: 14th, With:them they -
took evary last ltem of supply and equipment, including
every foot of comminications wire, . «-

For both sides: the cost had been high Lee lostiover
5,000 soldiers Klled, wounded and. rissing; the: Union lost
aver 10,000, But the casuaity rates were compareble for
both sides: & percent for. the Confederates tind 8 perdent
for the Federals. The North, .with greater reseives of

manpower, could afford such losses in the long run, The

Confedercttes could not.

Chcmceﬂorsvﬂ]e Iackson s
brillicnt march vs. Hooker s
'strcmge re]u ctcmce

In early Mc:ty 1863 I{ve months cdter the Union deiectt c:t

- Fredericksburg, North and Soith clashed ¢ again at .

¢ nectby Chancellorsville, This time the Army of the

. Potomete was commended by Maj, Gen, Joseph "Fighting
- Joe” Hooker, q brave and brazenly ambitious officer,

Hers, Lee's forcs of approximately 43,600 was

- outnumbered by mere them two 6 one. Yot ds usual, it
" did not ocour to Lee fo stand-on the defensive, but he

walted. to see how the Union offensive would develop. -

+. Whendt became apparent that Hooker was atterhpting

to get behind the Confederates, Lee took ¢ calculated
risk. Splitting his force, he left about 17,000 soldiers to
defend Fredericksburg and turned the bedance of his
army to face Hooker's madn body at Chqnceilorsvﬂle In.
an araa krigwn as The Wilderness, ¢

. Hooker had a reputation as-a fighting lectder but qt
Chancellorsville his cgrgressive atitude failed to
materialize, He patised to: arvwait reirdorcements, then.
convinced himself that the Confederates were retreating.
In fact, it was alarge force under Maj, Gen. Themas

“Stonewdll" Jucksot that wis making o flank march of 14
miles to gét bshind Hooker, Les Hiad again split hits force
In the face of superior numbers of the enemyi

Mistarkes by Jackson’s subordinates and stout
resistemnce: by Nerthernesoldiers. checkend the vehel -
advernce, But Hookerinexplicably did not countsrafiack:
even though crthird of his force héd notbeen cormmitted _
to berttle: Lee wus thus able fo-concentrate first against -
one Union force.emd then the other, defeatingboth.
separatsly, However, in ctragic frlendly fire incident, -
Jeckson was mortally wounded returning to- Ccnfederate
lines after a rec:onnmsscmce mJ.SSiOn Lee hc(d 1ost h1s
most cbls leutenant: .: -

Cénfederaia: IOSses wwereroughly 18 000 F‘edeml _
17,000, Proportionately, the Confederatss were worse off, -
even without considering the loss of Jekson, But the -

North had-again siffered « hmnﬁiating defeat. This wos ¢

high point for Lee's Armiy of Northern Virginis, but itwets ©
notdestined to list, Afewweeks Keérnce, at'a Pennsylvanic
town named Gettysburg, the' tables would bé turned, and
the tide of eventuetl vic tory would forever aﬂer fqvor the
Union. o

RJFUNI[ON 11997 “

'T]mre Wlll l)e a Ripoor(l Reumon n 1997'
Dates: .oéober 16=19 ‘IT}mrs.-Sun.D T
]Louaémn' Mo]nle, A}abama - ST
Details to follow i stay tuned. e
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HISTORICAL FOOTNOTES

More than 20,000 troopers of the 101 st were
casualties-—dead, wourided and mlssmg—m
the Vzetnam War. Just over 9,000 mien m fhe
101st were castalties in World War I,
Seventeen Screaming Edgles became
casualties in Operation Désert Storm——fiom the
101st Memorial by the entrance to Avlington
thtloncxl Cemetery ' -

Roughly 40 percent of all U S casua‘ltzes in the
Vietnam War occurred in the northern four
provinges of the Republic of Vietnam, where
the 10]st operated from Tet 1968 until the
withdrawal in 187 3.—War Without Fronts:
Dimensions of the Viet-Nam War, 19651972,
Thomas C. Thayer, Washington, D.C., 1973.

W4 Dumfries ‘

DUMFRIES, VA—Greelings from Virginia's oldest lown.

It's what the municipctl sign- says, cnyway., On the reverse:

the sign says,"Haste Ye Back.” It's nlge to be-wanied..

Maybe Glenda and 1 will sty awhile,

- Ripeord Reunlon "98 teglly wes e greal success, We jast
wish more folks hed bsen uble to pctrticlpqte, but:
considering the shorbnonce situation, the turnout wers
pretty dern good. _

The Ripcord As&,ocmttion hcts rectched somethlng of a -

-new stage in our evolvement, Some old members and .
some new ones have made commitments to help the |
qssociatlon in severcl key orecst.

1. Getling the prcord Report published. and distributed :
on o reqular basis. (Once,a month wes too much a strain
on time arxl resources; once o year s not enough Q.
maintyin interest.) . . :

2. Plapming and orgctnlzh1g 1eunions evexy year. at
different locc:tions, with Columbus Desy weekend in
October the target derte {'97,will be, the week aiter),

3. Seeking corporgte sponsors to furid « Ripcord
Memorial Scholarship Progrem. .

There wers alot of ideas kicked around at thls reunien, '
and & lot of energy wes.evident. We wemnt the association
to grow ang to expand newsletter distribution. Currently,
the Ripcord Report s madled o over 330 members, This is
our highest count gver, but. there. cre still veterans out 7
there who fought at Ripcord whe den'tknow about the-
newslstter.or the assogiation, Let's track down some. of
theseguysl T PR ‘ R

We're stillar voluntctry, contribution borsed orgcmizcdion
There qre no dues or subscription sherges. Your-
generostiy and fincncicl assistance teks it possible to.:
get Ripcord Report out 1o those who-appreciate and look *
forword to it, Thanks for all your supportl—Chuck. ..

Herwkins, Editor

SAD NEWS ..

GRAND CANYON, AZ—Rindy Thompson, d former
platoon leader in Delta Co,, 1st Bn, 506th Ini diedas
result of o tragic accident on Feb: 26, 19967 - -

Don Donner, a close friend, wrote that * Rdndy wots
warking with a crew, clearing o trail in the- [Giremd]
Canyon, when.-crboulder dislodged from abovel Rctndy
stepped-aside gshe had often dorebefore; but the "+
boulder unexpesiedly ricochsted: into’him cxnd he e
suffered messive injuries” ' i

Bondy worked for the Forest Service in Arlzoncr dfter
Vietnom;, where he battled fotest fire’s, "I've finclly found o

good:wer lo fight* he vnce told ¢friend, Eventuq]lyf '
Reamndy settled inthe Grand Cémyon where he worked for -
the Park Service keeping treils-open and becoming one
of the “mule riders,”

Atthe 25-yéar Ripcord Reunion in Colorado lust yedr,
Reindy’s T-ghirt procledmed his wit and love for Camyon
life. “Demees With Mules,” the T-shirt read. The Chloteido’
reunion helped relieve the "ctnguish of Ripcord Which had
long froukled hith,": -

Immedictely-after the etccideni o medevac helicopter
was ealled, Don-Detner explained, but "unusually bad -
weather thet-day provented the' Park Service helieopter
from [heing oblelto medevae him.” An Army Blackhawk
helicoptér was called, butittoo could not tlss above the
Ceimyon tir “due to iding ori its blades.” Evenlially, the’
Blackhawk pilot clecred the Cenyonts the west aver Lake
Meads, andiook Raridy to « hospitcx in Las Vegccs Whele

"he died 48 hourslatst;

Flags flew it half-mast orMerch 3d at the' Grand
Cemyon Netiondal Park; and o meimortal service wes held
in remembrance of Rendy. Herwas the frst park ™ -
employee to die of Injurles since February 1922, when
Rees B. Griffiths was ulso felled by « faliing bouldér, A
street is nomed after Randy in the Park Service ‘
comrmunity on the Grand Canyon's south rim. _

Randy was drafted inio the Army during Vi etn,ctm and
altended OCS whére he rééeived aéommisslon &y &
secand lleutencnt of Infantry, He was cwarded the Purple
Heart cmd Bronze Ster for his service in Vietneom,

Randy is survived by his parents, Mrs. Becky and Cal.
Rodney 8. Thomspon of Blloxi, Mississippi, Memerials in.
the name of Randy Thompson may be made to American™

Rivers, 3601 North 7th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85013,

Sy

N

A number of Hlpcord Assocldtfon members got to know
Randy at last year's reunton; Thirteen of bis company
jotned ug at that gethering, includlng Rcmdy s former
platoon sergeant, Ierry Wike, "~

Randy, Jerry, John Chdniléss dnd T foured the Rocky
Mountain National Pk togethef We. hqd o grand ffmeg
Randy shared his onsidercble white watér rafting -
experience Wltb ug, we took some pictures, joked omd

aughied o lot™

Hewasa good md’n crnd too n@W or frlend to Jose so '
suddenly, ™ ’

" Raridy; oti? thbughts a‘nd‘hearts crre wifh you ——Chuck'
Hawkins, Editor & F‘riencl T ‘ .




INCOMING!!

MalI Call__fmm_ across the,_f’@.unt'ry._‘ |
After all these years .., .

Themk you forsendirig.me your newsletter andithe,. . .-
inforniction.on the reunton. I'm sony:to-say ['m unchls 1o
attend this.year but if ] know fow enough In erdvemee for -
the nexl one I certadnly would like 4o meke arrangémenlts:
to attend., .. R T A . IR :

lwas wondering If it's possible toget coples.ofpast -
newsletters cnd if it's possible to get aeopy of the video
and foolage of the battle thett will be shown citthe . -
reunton? I will be happy to forward the cost of the dbove if
it's eoverflable. VIS :

It was grect to read the newsletterafter all these veurs.
It was interesting to ses the ncutes of some of the guysl’
served with, |; - ST et e

If you happen totalk to Jerry Wise please toll him /Ki* -
for me. You cem give him my address cang phone number
and tell him [ trjed reaching him by the number you geve
me butlwas told the number wes nolenger in service, -

My brotherin-lew wos. with Alpha Co., 1/501st, cnd was -
wondering if the, orgamization include s:his:.compony?

Iwas very hoppy to hear thatyou went to West Point
with Corpt, Don (Remger), Workmetn, He was such o grect.
person.ond [still think.of him.. = . . UM

U Bug.30,1996, L T

i there is.anything ] con do to helpyou with the,,
newsletter please don't hesitate 1o contactme.t.
Enclosed please find my donation for the Ripcord .
Heport, Lhope it holps 1o keep the newslollerin, .
circuletion, L e
Sincerely, .~
Richead (Dru) Druey .0 00
Waylend, Michigem . . ,

T -

CSept18 1998 T T
[ cant make the reunion, [ would be interested in the . -

videoof Ripeord, .~ . . .o
Enclosed is a denation for the newsletter, & -

Thank you, | . : :

Ken Hamilton

Mendon, Chic

Editor's Note: The 1/501st {-) was OPCON to 3d Brigeade on
July 18, 1970, after the ammo dump explosion on Ripcord.
Alpha and Bravo companies combat assaulted to FSB
Gladlgior {o reopen that fire base and provide.security.
for Alpha Battery, 2/320th Artillery (105mm). This was,
necessary fo.provide arfillery, support in the areq of . ;
operaifons affer Bravo Biry., 2/319th's 105mm howitzers
had been destrayed by the explosion on Ripeord.: ,

Any member of the.1/501st is certainly welcome to. . -
recelyo Ripcord Report and be amemberof the - .
associgtion, . Ui

Coples of ihe video tapes shown at Ripcord Reundon.'96
will be made available at amodest cost, However, -
wittiout o printed explanation of the video scenes, or
accompanying narration (which is lacking on the tapes)
they don't make a lot of sense, We're working on this
matter and will keep membership informed.

Specidd bond ...

Sept. 17,1996 .. - : S
This time thete is no way Lwill e able to meke: |t My
oldest son is being monried Oct. 12th, But, is there any .
way that ] could see the videq of Ripcord/Hill 1000 and the
comboat footage? lf it will be in your possession affer that

date perheps we céh get together, N,
Twas invited to speak ¢t ¢t local American Legton prayer
breakigston Memorial Day. Whett enhonot; Andi cim -
also expecting to -mdlge;:pr_esentationsi hthres of my creq
high schools when they deal with Vietmam, As orschool
board member attwo of these schools (my distriet and
the county vocational-technical school) | beceariie aware
that fewer and fower of our teachers have been inthe
military, Not thed it necessarily mekes them deficient
teachers, but there Iy o missing dimension. And that is
alarmiing to me. Therefors, I meids the offer cnd it wes
sugerly adcepted, P R
By the wary, there fs o specicl bond betweesr me cme my
future. daughter-in-law. She is Vietnamese. She is one of
the orphoms that were evacuated in the “Baby Lift" in
1975; juist prior to the fell of Scrdgon: :
See you,
Bob Smoker

Red Lion, Pennsylvaric

Fox message: URGENT |

Oct 15; 1996 - : | I
To the'veterans, feunily-ard frierids of the Battle of FSB
Ripeard: e : T ’
Tmvery sorry thet {couldn't sin You for the reunton -
being held this weekshd, Twanted: very ruch, to be
there, There aie mcnyvets to whorm 1 owe a grect deal of
themks, Thope this fox will substitute in part for those
things thett should bs sald face' to facs.” R
Theanksto the vets froin Alpher Battety, 2d Bn, 11th
Artillery. You guys did oné hell of o jobl You provided fire
support to the guys on the éroind, prépaied for march
ordsrwhen the waord caine down lo evacuate, and fade
as orderly ¢ withdrcwerl as'possible under extreme
conditfons, - I e
One of the RTOs for Lt. Col, Lucas told e luter: on the
Sanctuary, thet an estimated 800 morier cid rocket
rounds were fifed onto Ripeord during the evacuction

-~ This doesn't count the incorming which fell whils you were

still providing fire support during the lers 138 hour's you
were on Ripcord. I don't sxpectyouto remembérme;
however, | wds senit out ai the-acting battery coriméander
after Lt Bob Kalsu was killed: I-didntmicike it back to
Eogle with you'gilys'ssTneverhad o chance-to scy B
“thankyou” fordhe job you did; - o B
Thanks to the vets'who took time to throw me ona Huey -
after! got wounded for the'sécond tiné theit seme™
morting. I neverkrsw any-of you guys buit 1 think of you © |
ofter.. The RTO, mentioned chove, also t6ld me thet ons
other WIA arid Iwere put on this first of the létst thiree - -
helicoplers {o come-in fror Ripeord! Soms of you may
remember this. On the humdrous side, Fwsighted about
215 Ibs. at that point, so the streteher and  were wlitlls oh
the heavy side. On the first attempt to throw me o board,




Fhit the side of the Huey rather than the cargoe floor.
Thanks for trying againl
Tharnks to the vets whe were chopper pilots and

alrerew, You showed unbellevable amounts of courage. .

No, Lthink "guts” is a better word. You acted.like it was

just cincther day at the office. [ do remember that the ship

that picked us up was o slick, not a medevae aireraft.

- An apology o' the two NCOs (I think) who wers standing

“ outside the TOC when [wentup.to report to It, Cel. -

Lucas, To'the best of my memorylctskeki “"How'sit going,

sarge/’ One of youresponded, "Not.bad, how aboul with

you, sir?” I'll always regret answering, "I can't cormpladn,”

[ hope and pray that my big mouth didn't jinx you guys! A

freetion of a second later, o mortar round landed just

below us. | remember falling cnd not much else. I'do

rernember coming to just as the guys picked up the

stretcher to put it on the Huey, :

Best wishes te exch and every one of you,

Thoemeas M. Austin. .

Aflemia, Georgic

Acting Battery Commeander

ABtry, 2/11th FA

F'SB Ripcord

fuly 21-23, 1970

['ll be there ...
Sept. 10, 1996

Just ¢ short note, with some funds enclosed. It's cll T can
cfford @t this ime. [ don't.meke that much-here in prison,

But [ know thett you canuse il you can get. My address s

the same, oryou can use the one lsted above.

The lastreport ] received wors onJan. 4, 1986, So.if there
have beeri others-sinee; I've not recelved them, and
would appreciate itif you could get me up to date.,

Lam not able to make the reunion, as the State of -
Californiy desires my atlention right now, but rest assured
the first reunfon looan make, [ be there.

" Do tranky,

jomes "Snecky” Whlte
Vacaville, Californics -
Cidth/77th ARA "Griffins”

A Chinook door gunner reports ...

May 17, 1996

My name te Cherles Berger. | was o doorgunnsr oh «
CH-47with B Co.; 159th Aviction Bn. at Camp Eagle: 1 read
your Tire Buse Henderson [VFW Magazine, Apr.-May,
1998] article. I'was ¢l over that arec including Ripeord. -
" IremémberJuly 23, 1970; asif it wasyesterday, | wes on
one of those aireraft thed evacuated Ripeord. T have -
pictures of Ripcord belore cmd aiter the-evacuation. | -
read chout you, Cept: Hewking, inStars and Stripes. 1 still

have thosé newspapet articles from over: there Iwes
surprised to see your érticle on Henderson cmd ‘then '

golng beck intime «ll over dgain to see i my hecd the

tragedy thattook place. I was just 18 years old then, « kl'd'.:

. There I was in the middle of it all. Call me if you need
some ihformetior for your next article.

Yours truly,

Charles Berger

Port St. Lucte, Florida

Some revealing memoriés ...

April 8, 1996
Sorry lo be out of contact so long, Just got cxround o
recding the Neo. 41, Nov. 1995 issue of Ripeord Heport
The "Tucoming” section is something T always enjoy, bt
more especially the one in this isste, [ was in Bravo Co,,

2d Bn., 506th Inf,, before being ctsmgned te A]phct Sectlon, _

Morterr Platcon, Echis Company, which served on Rlpc ord
durihg the battle,

[heve to fully agres with Jamiés Kﬂgore s dssessment of
Deltat Co., 2/5018t & Hill 805-Gnd Alphia Co,, 2/506tH .~
buying time (and lives) for us on S5 Ripcord. Thers has
never Been any question in ty mind that the NVA hed
plammed an all-out cttack to completely overtun the fire
base. Like Jomes Kilgore, | wes in a fire direction center
section and monitored severdl radios. (Jumes, whcct
gection wers youin?)

This brings to inind some of the comments macle by Bob
Lorbeer in his letter to thé Ripcord Report, same issus, [
can faintly remembersome of the discussions on {hie
radic by Lt. Col. Lucas and the Charlie Co. ground
commaender, but ] positively remember respecting }ns
decision NOT to go back up Hill 10001

We monitored several PRC-25s and had aecess to a lot
of information on and around the fire bass, [don't
remember the C Co. commander as fer as meeting hlm,
butI'm sure I stlll could remember his voice on the PRC-
25, as I could remember Chuck Hawkins' volce on the
eivilion lemd line same: 22 years later, [ diso remember
Les Fok, our bcdtdlion chaplam, cxnd hied 0: lot of respect

{or hir,

In reference to Ictmes Kilgore 5 quesﬁon as to who
policed-up the flrecracker routids after the Chincokivas
dovmed in the ammo dump, I think Chaplain Fox mey
hewve answered it best| As [ remember, the day-we were
evacuated and made it to Camnp Evans, Chaplain Fox met
us and steted, "Thers is going to be one hell'uva show
tonightl” L asked whethe mecmt end he stated there wes
going to be sevéral B-52 runs on tnd all round FSB
Rlpcord thctt night And, to use & chctplc:in 5 term, i came
to pass

[ glso remembet bits cmd pleces of some of the fire
missiohs wé fired, butone that stands-out the most was
one where our fllumincton round cenisters-were foldling
into Alpha Company's'petimeter (the night of July-22]. It
wasn't furiny at the time, but [ sure hope you guys.can

laugh cbout it now, Please?1?.

Better run-for now. Pleuse help keep Ripeord Report
golng-—donate|
Currcthee to all,

Wayns R Sinks
Afton, Tennssses

i




INCOMING (cont...) -

A father writes ..,

Aug. 20, 1996
Just o few lines to let you know that | received your

notice of the reunion and I'm sorry but I cem't make it. Got.
out 6 the.hpspita cmd hctve to tcxke itnice cmd sasyfora

while, o

lam enclosing a capy of your grilcle in the VFW '
Meagazine and it weis gredt, T am o life. member of the
VFW and dlso the Amerloan Legion

T would lke to thank you for the nice ctrhcles youwrots
in your grect newsletter regcxrdlng tny son Thomes .
Shepherd. 1 gei out to his grave slte once & weésk: Heis
burisd with my wife Metrion, The cemetsw Is on]y 10 )
minutes awdy. .

L get io church o couple days a week, and pmyers are
offered for my son and all the boys from Fire Buge
Ripeord, both the living and the decedsed:

In closing, [ wish your reunion a success and best
wishes to all from myseif, I'm sure, hod Thomas hved he
would have made it.

Mey God bless you cxll
Sincerely,

Joseph P, Shepherd, Sr.
Elizabeth, New Iersey

Note: Joseph Shepherd, Sr,, served with the 69th

Infemiry Division in Eurape in Wotld War 11, His son f o

Tom was o medié in 2d Platoon, Charlls Cao., 2d Ba, “
506th Infantry. Tom left us in 1991, We stlll miss -
¢ him. —--Euilot’ ‘ .

* After 26 yedrs

Aug 23, 1996
“ltwas incléed a great pleqsure for me totulk Wlth you

vesterday with respect o a pertod of time-thet Is Indelibly |

stched into the memories of every soldier whe served in
the Ripcerd operation. As I indicated, yesterday wes the
first ime. In over 26 years that [ have had the cocasion to
talk with o former trooper who served with me in Vistnenn,
[wes able to contact S8gt. Paul Burkey, Doc Cedferty.cingd
Charlie Lisb, and enjoyed reminiseing with these
Individuals.ctbout past campdigns as well ¢s whathas -
happened in life during the last 26 years. [ was

particulenly happy t6 find cut.thed you cnd these

individuals have led successful and productive lives singe”

returning to the United Stutes,

Also, thank your for your article thedt ctppsc:red in VW
Magazine, which most eloguently sets forth the grect
campaign for the Baitle of Ripsord.

Curraheel . _
Jim Camplell
Shreveport, Loulsiana

CCo, 206t - o i

Rlpcord . where' angels fecred 1o tread
. was our stomping ground.l

Interpreter aive and well ...

June 5, 1998 . ' '
Hers is Mr. Tony Hed's ctddress, He was our battct]ion
{2/506th) interpreter, He was a moster sergeunt with the

‘Lst ARVN Infontry Diviston.

- Mr. Tony Hed '
Cuulong Tourist Compcmy
1-1/6 TX Vinh Long
Tinh ¥inh Long
Vietncmm

Sincersly,

Dem Thompson :
Weymeouth, Massachusetis
HHC, 2/506th

Note: If umyone remembers Tony, why don t you drop
him «a ine? Even if you didn't know him, he'd stll enjoy
hearing from Americans who served with him. Dcm :
explqined that Tony had been five years in '

“rehabilifation” after the North Vietnamese took
over,—Editor

Randy Thompson's folks write ...

Sept. 4, 1996

List Saturday, Aug. 31st, the post breught us < letter
from Don Donnet within which he-enclosed « copy of the-
Ripcord Heportf No 41 Nov 1995 that you hc:d sent to
him,

We loud the effort to keep the sacrifices and tribulations
of the troops embrotled in Cperation Ripesrd: The
enclosed contribution is specifically to help keep the
tnemory alive-—and with hénor: = -

We ere the parents of Randy Thompson who wes
mentioned twice in the Ripcord Report that Dot sent to us,
He was ao member of Deltar Co, 1st Batialion, S06th
Infemniry.

We would also ltke to be on the mcdling list for the
hipcérd Raport, -

Sincerely,
Redney 8. Thomspon
Biloxi, Mississippl

A nots from the distaff side too. Randy's dear frlend, and
boss, Dan Blackwell noilfled John Chamiess of Raney's
demise .and the news spread ike the fires Randy used to
fight; We reeeived letters from Jerry Wise, John Chamless,
John Smith-and fim Lay, which wers greatly apprecicted,

Thave therpicture of Remdy {etken athis graduation from
Ft. Bermingwith his father here onmy-desk. twas one of
ourproudest moments, We are-so grateful thet living in-
the Gramne: anyon and, the Calorado retnion helped heal
the wounds-from ‘Nern cind especially Ripeord, We hope -
that those who stll neecl hecl ing ey fined help
somewhere. . .

Sincerely,:
Becky Thompson
Biloxd, Mississippl




PU'IT/NG THE PIECES

BACK TOGETHEF\’

RETROSPECTIVE ON
‘GIL.BEF?T F\’UF‘F“

By’ CHRISTO’F’HER GARRETF

BEM[DJI MINNESOTA»— t's crlways 80 enhghtening to
compere, sach of our own remembrcmces of thxt went
on while we wete over in Vieinem, Although we all seem
to heve our own thoughts on whet actuclly happened,
listening to everybody's story helps me {o remember what
[ experienced. ‘

The event I recail the most vividly happened onFeb. 23,
1971, That was the dey SP/4 Gillbert Ruff was killed when
he stepped on a booby:trapped bomb, Gilbert Ruff was
the RTO for 2d Platoon leader Lt Allen Boyd, Bravo Co "
2d Bn, 506th Infontry.

I remember thet it wes o lCtidthCk kmd of. day, the kind

whers you kick back und just enjoy knowing the choppels .

die coming take you back to the rear the next day.

We had been working. cin creq 10 klicks dus north of
Ripeord, ond hed just spent o couple of herrled days
down by thie Nqon O Lau river chasing NVA who weren't

interested in a confrontc:hon The 2d Platoon did have o

brief firefj ght with the enemy, but 1st Platoon came SOWOLY |
with only one incident, a wound in the leg from o smedll
beoby trap to PFG Larry King (not the same as the talk -
show host). It heppened wheén we weilked into'an NVA

campsite with their cogking fire still smokmg and clothes.

hariging on « line, including « woman's bra whichwe

found rather strange o thetinie, Theh ws dimbed o the.
_top of the ridge lne to wail to be pulled bctck to F‘ire Base

Jack inthe néxt couple of dqys : :

It seems to me thet we sat aid playedfor several houts, -
him sitting on s ruck and me' on'mine. We talked dbout
our homes and fernilies kback i the world, ond he told me
athout his wife and little girl, We icughed at Justabout
anything elther of us scid, and we cldimed that no one -
could beat us at spades, And on this day no ons did. | -
remember joking dbout Him being o “Ruff” as that wets'
the ncaime of my dog I had when [ was. growing ug, We
laughed and I ean'still see him sittihg bo:ck on hils ruck
busting a gut laughing S0 hctrd '

One moment Gilbert was Wc:tlkmg c[long
lqughmg, and’ the next he wWas gone '

AsT thmk chk on it, the area had more

them hkoly been cleared by B 52 strlke
or something simllor

Qur night defensive posnion (NDP) hcrd an existmg .
landing zone, so there wasn't the wsual hérd work of
blowing cmd cutting cn LZ, | rémember the frees blown

avery which way: As [ think back on i, the arec had more

then lkely boon cledred by a B 52 strike or something
similer.

My squad in lst Plcttoon sel up on the opposite side of
the LZ from the 2d Platosn. They were on higher ground
overlookiny the” LZ while we i o sdiddie with a stand of -
rees, We wete just siling. Our rucksdck-s Were sl
packed, Ws hodn't been ctssigned defensive posiﬂons o

yet. Someone brotght out & déck of edirds andwe” ™ '_

proceeded to get a.game of spades going
Gilbert Ruit happensd along aind sorw our gqme in

progress, and stopped to chat. Well, 'we invited him to sst

* down aind Join us. 'S¢ he put his nickscack devwn cid -
became my pariner, and we proceeded to beat
sveryhody whio carsd to play against us.

Finally, we had to get to Work OnR our positions, dnd iho
game broke up. Gilbert headed back to 2d Platoon, He
was stilloughing when the. explosi on ccourred.

Jeif Taylor of 2d Platoon saw it hGppen He was only 15
feet away, talking to G {lbert. One moment Gilbert was
weilking along lcmghmg, cnd the next he was gone.

When the game breke up Gilbert and Tugreed to get
together the nexi day and play some more spades. Then
he picked up-his ruck and headed across the LZ.{ was
working on my defensive position when I heard the
explosion, turned and saw ¢ bdll of smoke rise from the
{op of the hill where 2d Pladoon was setting up.

Rumors of what happened started to filter dovm’ and 1
learned it was Gllbert who disappeared, Thetnight |
weilked up to the site of the explogion. [ com stlll see the
hole. I saw Jeff Taylor on top of the hill emd he told me that -
he had been just 15feet away when the bomb went off,

When [alked to formet 3d Flgtoon legder Lt At Olsen,
he remembered having justcome out from Cargp Evens

- and exiting the chopper when the bomb-exploded. Art -

said he remembered Allen Boyd celling for Gilbert on the
radio, emel his volce was clmest crery as it he wers hoping:.
that Gilbert had just walked off somewhere.

Then we forried o lide dovm the side of the:hill and

* walksd around the perimeter in secoch of anything we

could find of Gilbert: I never did find éhything, but{ do
remember picking up o green sandbag weighing about
six or seven pounds ¥With o tay tled dround It and plasing
it on a helicopter to be taken back to-the rear, Thenl
forgot it ever happened uniil about five years cgo.

'wets in the process ol quitiing drugs and ceohol when *
these visions of thet day cume roaring back into my head
When they first came back they were so vivid T could see
Gillbert's face. 1 rled to read his name tag because 1
couldn't remember his name.

I had severdl visloris. One of Gilbert sitﬁng onhisruck,
isaming buckand laughing; of the hole made by the |
bombs; tmd one of myself lodding the:bagor the bird, [
also have this viston like I'm locking down from above at
mysslf laylnig on cegrave, presumcbly of Gilbert, and [ -
alweys wondered how [ woild fullill this vision.

['went to vistt the Vistnam. Veteran's Memendal in 1992 .
and again in 1993, Each tine |t became more apparent to
mae that | needed fo remember the name of this person
who séemed to have such an impéet on my life, And thus
beget my sedich for members of my old company with
the hope that maybe someédne might remember details
better than 1.




Many thanks ... and a
tip of the Currahee
steel pot to all our
financial supporters

First, Ctbl “thank: ou to otll those who -

attended Rlpcord Reumon 96 and helped
metke it an- outstondmg sucCoss: F‘veryone '

pitched in, in some way to help out.

Mostly, however we want to thcmk those _

who contributed finemetal cid over the
past yecr-without any expectations of
recognition. With the sincere hope that I
haven't left out anyone, our special
conlributors for the past yeqr are:

GGFY Teenager Wotrous, Groton, NY
Jim Compbell Shreveport Lo

Pl Burkey, Youngstown, tho o
Gary Radford, Pittsburgh, Penn.

| Wams ‘Sinks'Aﬁ’on'Tenn", 8

Dick Ceble, Frowebuxg‘, NY.

Horold Goither Bartlett, Tenn.

Ic[mes Sneotky” Whlte, chccxvﬂle Cohf
‘Rodney & Becky I‘hompson B1lox1 MISS.
Don Donner, Fayetteville, Ark. - '
Bob Smoker ‘Red lion, Penn.,

Ken I[omllton ‘Mendon, Ohio

Rlchcxrd (Dru) Drury Wczylcmd I\/hch

Keynote ctddres for |
Rlpcord Reunion '96, by
Mcx  Gen. Romdy House

F’REDERICKSBURG VIRGINIA Sc:turdcry. Oetiig
1996—Currcthee eans’ "steind alone’” F‘rom t

perspective of cz onee yoting Army drvictor, thatis exczctly -
whal the soldiers of the 2/506th Infdudtty, 3l Brigc:de lOlst '

Alrborne Division did ai Fire Base R1pcord onuly 23,
1970, Republic of Vistnams, '

Now, July 23 mery hctve just been cznother day in
America’s 10-year Vietnam experiénce;. but for mamny of
us it was diffsrent, For me it was the day before my 25th

birthday, cand thers was more. thom one accasion onthe . |

23d that1 didn't think ['d live t5 see the 24th. What ended
in such e climatic way on o hiet, muggy July dey reclly
begon on a foggy April Faol's Dey, 1870.Twag Phosnix 16
flight letd for Charlie Compemy, 158th Avicttion Bertterl ion
and it wers just cnother combat dssault.

We were up at 0400 I briefed dll the pilots, crew chiefs
and door gunniers on the day's missions. We preflighted
our Hueys and then began to send oul weather birds io
check the condiiions across the st ridge ine. We were

recdy for what wos expected to be a hot landing zone

because we were going close to the northein A Shau

Vallsy—North Vietnam Army country. :
The night before at the 2/506th Tactical Operations

Center, Lt. Col. Andre Lucds had issued his opsrations

ordsr énd briefed! his plans. The weather bird dalled back

to report conditions wére improving, bul the onginctl

lemding zone, on top of the highest hill in the credt, was

socked i solid and It wes recominended we shiftio the |
alterncite lunding Yons. I flew oul 16 Lucds’ commind
post, briefed Hifm on the situcction and awo:ited his

.decision

The NortH'Vie'tnome'se tired of this

pounding and-in Jure began mfﬂtratmg -

lorge numbers of soldiers

The clouds never hz’ted 50 we went nto the altemets
lemding zone, soon to become Fire Base Ripeord, and

urfortuncitely located below ¢ piece of high ground. which,
inJuly 86 henelited the NVA Howgver, during the months
of April, May cnd June {1970, there were plenty of good-
guys in the crect of operations—1/506th and 54th ARVN
Regliment, so the NVA Behaved fairly well, All the while,
Ripeord, with its 105mm end 155mm cntillery pieces, .
pounded énemy locations in the A Shau,

Obviously, the North Vletncxme s tired of this pounding
and In June begam Infllivéting large numbers of soldiers
cnd equitprnent into the hills and velleys surroundling, and
unfortunctely overlookmg, strongly defended cnd by how
well fortified Fire Base Ripeord, Andre Lucas imoved his
headqucitets fo ‘Ripcord His componies were now
mciking contact daily with largs, well equlgped. enemy
forces} even listaning 1o their attere s plomulng.

We helicopter pllots were getting holes in o cnrcrcxft
daly'in support of these breve soldiers, The ared of
operatlons vrent from o mitk Turi InMay o o gaintlet I -
June. By sarly iy v @l rectlized we had agood fight in”
the making. From’ early T lly ol Wé wére experieno g up

to' 10 hot: lcrnding Zones or pic:k up zones aday. “This was

: o __Contmued on pext pqge




House, continued ...

not a very ftiendly place. Our sheet metal guys back at
the Phoenix nest were working around the ¢lock patching
bullet and shrapnel holes in those ald “Blue dot” Husys.
Then the 1/506th and 54th ARVN'Regiment were exiracted
from the arect of operations, leaving oily.the 2/506th.

The enemy «ll the while continued to set the stage for o
mecgor asscrult on Ripeord. By the 19th of July it wes
shvious Ripcord cnd the surrounding arec swould sither

need massive reinforcements or the soldiers would ne@d _

to be withdrawn. We were too otitnumbered to stay. Brig.
Geen. Berry, acting division cornmemder, décided to pull
the Currahees out.

Plans were developed and briefed-—all the while the
fighting and flying around Ripeord intensifled. All flighis
into Ripcord were receiving heavy fire on approcch cnd
mortar and recollless rifle fire on the pads. The enomy
had the high ground and could observe our every move.

The date was set to evacuate the area of operations .
emd Flre Base Ripeord to begin at predersm on July 23d. 1
was given the mission as flight lead, At 0300 hours we
gathered the 80-plus helicopters whichwould support this
mission. [ briefed the pilots, crew chiefs end door
gurmers. Gunship pilots and aerial rocket artillery pllots
were given thelr targsts and suppressive arsas. We, _
confirmed the speaific locations of the United States Air
Force -4 strike areas emd all the artillery targets and
deconflicted our flight corridors in and out. By 0400 all
were get, !

We picked up Rollie Ralhson s tougth Dalter Compemy to
asscrult them to go to the aid of Chuck Heawkins' Alpha
Comperny before first ight. We tock fire, but not an
© aireraft mads o “go-greund’ —~hcvering dewn into ¢
-~gingle ship. lc:mding zonie with fife from «ll sides, [ was so
proud of my guys. We knew Alpha Compeny's sxtraction
depended on getting Deltc Compcmy s troopers into
help, .
* As.soonas Dslta Compcmy weis in omd figrhtirigr its wcty
to- Alpha Company, we sent in the CH-47s to'begin
extracting the big 155mm guns and ammo. The fire base
was cilive with incoming ond outgoing five—obscuration
- from hoth enemy and friendly fires had us flying in and
sul of ¢louds of smoke—irylng to avold friendly fire,
strecking Phontoms, attacking Cobras, not to mentlon -
enemy machine gun fire, RPGs, 57mm recollless rifles
emd all sizes of mortars.

- Ripeord was really « mess, made worse by o CH-47 that
hed been shot down on the 18th and crashed into the
canmo, dump, which exploded. We would have to exiract
soldiers from three small, low pcxds on the east side of the
fire buse.

csblqzmg, Cobras providing cover and frlerdly’ ccrﬂllery
firing. T knew we had great U, 8. Afr Force close air
support when I read o F 4 Phctntom pllot S nume on hlS
canopyl

As the extraction flights continued, the enemy bhecame
more focused on ourroute in and out and were putﬂng o

effoctive direct andindivést fire'on lhe three pdds and’
inte our Hueys. I decided to switch our tactics—go in Wlth
three birds and at the last minuté heve two bisak off and
make « go-around and only ong lend, and then only stay
on the pad for 10 to 15 seconds,

It wers during the last phase of the opercttion that Lt. Col.
Lucas decided 1o go into the fitebaseito be sure we
weuld not cecidentally Ieave e 3:19) idier i « bunkex or
trench, wounded étirithout comraoc: Atter the bird
touched down and Lugas got sut, mortar rounds -
mpacted, killing Lucas and others.

[ prcxyed we had everyonel

The area of operations went from a mllk

| run'in May to a gauntlet in Iune

We kept flying until we felt we. had evaryone out, I Weni
beck three more times while no ong got on my blrd l
prayed we had everyonel

This short story.iook almost all day I W“ltnessed heroism
everywhere [ looked., It was so comminplies, it didn't
seem unusual, It was-what we allbhad to do; no questicns,

" no soul searching, just do it.

That night | flew aver the fire base ina specicd]y
equipped "Night Hawk” Huey. Looking down on it with «
huge first-generation slarlight scope for any signof
friendly fe-—recdy to dive down to pick up anyone wé
might heawve lefl, We saw only enemy soldiers cmd fired the
up with our mint-gun.

The next day we were btk 1y1ng, supporting solmeone:
else, but never, ever forgeiting the 23d of July, 1070, or
whett we saw on thed day. [Heter extended for another tour
in Vigtnam, to become o Currchee. My respsct and
adimiretion for soldiers of the 2/506th was so strong [ had
to be one, To you who lived through that Hight-—thankyou
for all you so unselfishly did. For those who died--{ salute
thern and Il never forgst what I saw, heérd and falt, -
Currahesel Stand alonel And, I'l mestyouon the high .
ground. . . . .

Maij. Gen. Randoiph W. House is « long-standing member.
of the Ripcord Asseciation. He wrote fo the newsletter
during Operation Desert Storn in 1990-91 o express his
feslings and pride in the brigade he commanded, 2d
Brigade (Blackjacks), 1st Armored Cavalry Division.More.
recantly, Randy comménded the Blg Red One, the Tét
Infantry Division, at Ft. Riley, Kansas, He s currently the
senior military advisor to Secretary of Defense Willlam
Perry,

After-E{ipcord we-wo.uld extractAlpha and Della
Companles from cvery hairy hover-down plek up.zone. -

I'l focus on Ripeord itself here. Andre Lucas was orblting -

in a Cherlle Charlle bird and ordered the extraction to
begin. Initiclly, we went In with three Hueys landing e all
three pads, picking up-to six to eight soldlers each load,
The final approach was exciting—very fast, door guns

Ripcord Report is a publication of the Battle of FSB
Ripcord Assoclation, and is the authoritative voice of
history of the battle. Gommments, letters and articlés
should be sent to: Chuck Hawkins, Editor, 4259 .
Exeter Drive; Dumfrles, VA 22026-3108; ph.ffax: 703~
730.5286. Advisory board members: Chip Collins,
John Mihalko, Fred Spaulding, Jim Campbell:
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