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MIM-104 Patrlot

(From Craig East’s:*The ‘Chook Tull O* Mlssﬂes Page ot the Inlemet)

Designed in the late 1970s as an anti-aireraft weapon, the Patriot was
- modified in the mid-1980s to defond against ballistic miséiles as-well. It
is-armed with a 200-Ib. high-explosive warhead detonated by a
proximity fuse, spraying high-yelocity fragments.at the intended target;
destroying it, Sometimes, two missiled are automaﬁeally fired agamat a’
target to ensure lnterceptlon. o
The Patriot gained wndespread pralse durmg the 1990-91 Peman Gu[f
War, It was hailed as a savior far TS, troops against incoming Iraqi
Seud missiles in Saudi Arabia. The Patriot was also used in Israel to
defend against Soud migsilo ttacks, s
As it turns out, analysts have sirice determ ne thaf tl‘.e Patnof was not
as phenomenal as once thought, The Tragi Seuds wete breakmg upin:
mid-air, and the Patriots were mercly picking out pleees of the
- disintegrated Seud:as. it feel:to Earth, Still, the Patriot is-one-of the-most.
modern surface-to-air missiles in the wotld today. The Patriot was
injtially operational in 1985,

 shielts; dften of wood or hardéned leathet streiched over a frame; and::

- “smart shiclds™ Way badk then. A

I Scud :.__ou .noﬂ

A littlé-known tale, told (mostly) tongue~
1n-cheek about a SNAFU in-the Arabian
Desert ... one.that even the most battle-
ha r_d_ened -veterans will chuckle at.

WASHINGTON——Lver gitice pre-annqmty when human combatants
first devised ways to hurl projeetiles at each: othét, man, the wartior, has
Had to learn to defeiid himself fron attdck through the air: Slmpl. ;
posting signs——Watch for Fallmg Rooks ”or ‘*Delour, Bmhng
Ojl”—didn’veutdt,  ~
Early tlefenses were ‘passwe anid dumb, I’hese mcluded helmets a

oven bouhid straw. Nobody had a cltig dbout “sthart woapons™ or oveh
3 hop"d forwas that their "
profection would be bétier than the au'bome mmtles that mlght ram .
down upon them in comibat. g '
Up to this point tissiles were it dwin by hand somehmes ‘aided by
slings or throwing stlcks Then’ somcbody cafmne up with the 1dca fora
catapuili; a tnaohiné that could hurl really big rocks d long distanice.

‘Smee nobody wanted to stOp ﬁghtmg fhey began 1o develop Boﬁer and

tnore sophJstleated protective gear, Eventually entire attacking
fo mat1ons were pr. oteeted_by many—st(med moving towefs. This
happened in anthmty, a sort of: post-neohthlc arme race.

That was then. Todayﬁ advanoed’ rmhmry teelmology gan absotutély,
100 pereent no-foolin’ guarandamtee that gnemy rocks won tl'ui! ol
the heads of Amerwan troops m combut or anywhere else for that

‘thatter. Welllilill .. - mostly,

Consider the amazmg performunee of modern “smar&” weapon
teehﬁology ' o

Poliit 1/ Nmety~three perc:ent ‘of" Operatlon Dese:t Stori veterans
inforviewed tliought they could have won'the war in Vietnain with
srnart munjtions, (Incldentally 99 peleenf of Vietham Veterins bélieve
they ‘could have WQn Desert Stog m wﬁh one urm tlcd behmd theu o
backs) 7

Point 2: 1t is a well-known fact i the suPer-seeret iyt rmg of tlw .
Pentagon that CIA-supplied high-tech Stinger inissiles were solely
responsible for driving the Soviets out of Afghanistan, Motc recently,
declassified extra-super-secrot KGB files in the Kremlin show that the
Stinger may have beenaised for Ruissian President Boris Yielfsii*s ficart
aperation. Aind the Stingerig oty smart énough to seek he'lt Hedks i,
doga and: cafs:.are thﬂt;smart . .

R i __f;

' “Conitinucd ol riekt pags ...




Point 3; Ultra-extra-super-secret files at the U.S, State Department’s
overseas fravel office reveal that.Bill Clinton wonild have coftsidered
volunteering for Vietnam if-we had the smart weapons thcn thaf wc
- have today. Maybe :

Comes now the Patriot m1ssllc of‘ Gulf War fame w1th its supcr-smart
computer and soflware code, The Patriot is so choek-full of human-
engineered target identification and tracking algorithms, and so jam-
packed with precision paradigms for controllingits lock-on and firs..
command module, that it uncrrmgly busted dozens upon dozens of
incoming Scud m1531les Saddam Husscm hutled ut coahtlon forccs from
Iraq. )

" But wait, you say, 1hat simply isn’t true. You’re right, That’s the
point.

Despite the apparent success of today’s h1gh-tcchnology weaponry, -
Patriots ineluded, some of the time- they sorew up, Th fact, one Patriot in
the Gulf War didn’t even fire at an incoming Scud that it should have
deteeted. A clueless Patriot? Sort of, actually. The problem lay in the
mathematical caleulation scheme of a degision algorithm in the Patriot’s

- software; Proféssot Julian Palmore of tho University of Illinois in '

Urbana explains why technoldgy: fuiled at & critical nioment: - * .- ..

“A timing problem is illustraed by a significant real world example
An attaék by a'Seud missile on'Diiahran, Saudi Arabia, during the
Persian Gulf Wer, was not crigaged, As dopumented bya U8,
Government Accounting Offiee report, an accumulation of timing etrors
caused the failure of a radar systetn to detect and to identify a missile
that should have been defonded against by the Patriot. This, in tum, -
nesulted mna fallure to launch a Patrlot : .

“The, fiming ploblcm was.a ‘mismateh beiween a tnmpg computatton
and the st:oboscoplc view by the nadar_, ime wag accumu[ated as
integer nuntbers of tenths of a second. “Thus, 100 tcmhs equnls 10 ..
seconds, However, the arithinetic was dong in bmmy, not 1n'dc‘_11mal If

" finite procision i used, there is always a roundmg error-in the. bmmy

1eplcscntauon of 1/10th The- timing etror that resufts from thc o

truncated expanswn of 141 Oth s directly ploportlona,l to.the 1ntcger L

number of tenthis, When the [Pairiot] system opcmtes for more than, a

few hours this error is apprcmable , '

“In this particular oase, the system operated

3,600,000 tenth t

5 100 hours, or A

and exppncnt and a sagnlﬁcand Prec : on refers to tha numbcr of bits in
the mgmﬁcand Precision 20 results in aiv efror of about tWO ratscd to,
the mmus-% ‘power in the binary. representation of 1/10th, One—tenth i
written as a binary expansion 0,00110011001 10011001 101100 ...,
there truncation efror is about tivo raised to the minus-23 [ power g at o
precision 20. The dltfelence between the expansion t:uncated at
precision, 20 is exaotly:0.8 times twq fo the miifus-23 power. The
floating point caleulation is in error by 3 600 000 tlmes 0.8 times two 1o
the minus-23, ot 0. 343322 ..., abouf 1/3d sccond ‘This etror caused a
shift of dbout 700 metersin the [raday’ s] rangé gafc (173 séeon
2,000 meters per second, the terminal, velocity of the Seud).that was
sutﬁclent for 1hc radar deteotlon logw to.fail tolldennfy and ﬂug lhe ‘
incorning Seud as a missile thaf should bs engaged,”

In othel words, -the orew mannmg ‘the Patrlot systcm should have ’
tuened the dang thmg off and then back on from iime to time.

‘Anyway, now yau kiow, Watch out for, faljlng roeks. ———Chuck
Hakab edltor

A Reminder... Kéith Williom Nolan is making greai.
progress on the battle history.of Ripeord; thanks to.many,:
many of you who have given him yéur storics and support.
Keep up the good work. If you haven’t gotten in touch with
Keith to.give him g hand with your view of the battle,

don’t delay, call him soon at: 314-645-1867.

Ripcord Report ls a publicatlon of the Battle of FSB

. Ripcord Association, and is:the-authoritative voice of

history of the battie. Comments, letters and articles

Recent Fina "‘-"Suppmft“e/ry

| W{ﬂvﬁwuwe/hope/ﬂwt e hewent forgottem :

‘anyone; herdy e list of thosewho-gave the

© pewsletter wuich néeded financial ald in recent
*monthy Thanks guys a«nd/ath) ofme/Cwm}wa

S‘weLPo{'tO*eadvofyow

Frank Marshall (A/2-506)
Lloyd Rahlf (HHC, 3d Bde) o
Bob Nelson (HHC/2-319 Artyp) R
Don Donner (frtend of Randy Thompson, D/I 506)

; o Wayne Sinks (Mortars, E/2-506)
|+ Pawl Burkey (C/2-506)

1.~ Bob Seitz (Recon, E/2-506)
1 Martin Glennon (HHC/2506)

Joseph Shepherd (father of Tom Shepkerd C/? 506)
“Ketth Wikliam Nolan (authory =

~Vincent Kenyon {friend, Army vete%an)
Tex Turner (HHC, 3d Bde.)

Bob Judd (B/2-506)

Doug: Quick (C/2-17 Cav, )

Roger Black (D71

. Gary Watrous (Revon, ‘E/Z 506).

Charlie Devlin (friend, 2/501, WT/VH )
John Smith (1D/1-506)
John Schuelke (D/2-501)
Gary Radford (D/2-506)
John -Palm (father-of Terry Palm, D/2-501) -
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Ripcord Reunioni 97 ... Mobile,
Ala bamar ,.Ogctp ber16-19. .

Detmls to be mmled to each assocmhon
member m ]uly~August
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LZ Dumfries

DUMIF RlLS Va. ~Hackcrs geek.s, computel nerda wha1 8 lhe world .
coming 1o? I'd say if’s coming unraveled at itg dlg;tal knees. For
example, there was a fime when getting g leucr itthe, mail. meant -
something. It was an ‘anticipated event, a. blg deal, lee when. we were,
‘kids and the postman brought a letier
from grandma and grandpa .., al] the way
from Pennsylvamal Today,, howavw, e
what the postman.delivers to your niail
box.is termed ¢ “nail mail”” by the dlgltal
crowd. 'Ihﬂt § beomlse computers and .
modem communieations finks. provide a
faster means of sending letters. Ii"s called _
e-meul " for electromc mail, Now, in.
‘many cases, ¢-mail is a good thmg ” It s
fast, relallvely ohcap {once your amortlzc‘
thc cosf of your computex and deduct it
diness & expense from your taxes),
and fair lv reliable, Bul it doesn’t have the
helt and “Leel™ of regufar mail, “And forgct about orxgmal slgnatmcs and
stvimh cnvclopcb and lettcrhead Crcatlvuy goca ont the wipdow whme
digital mail is concerned. :
Nevertheless, a number of ns have “gone . dlglml” reuent not long
preyiouisly. Rav Blaokman (025013, Bob Seitz (Recon, 2/,506), Brucg,
MeCorkle (1/2-506), Herb Koemgsbuuer (HZHC/2 -506),. Mlke (M- 60)
Keélley (D/1-502), Bob Nefson (HHC/2-319), Ben HdeOll (HHC, 3d |
Bde.), and many others have e-mail addresses, Keith No]an, who had
not experienced e-mail prior to starting research on the. Rlpeord battle -
history, is now a convert. He started using his wife’s e-mail ﬂddlé&s; but
began getting so many inessages that he created his own
(KWNolan@aol.com), .
There’s a downside to e<mail, First, as with the stuﬁ the pﬁstmau
delivers, there is junk mail that one has to deal with. But that’s faitly
ocdsy, just piesd “de]etc" énd away it gaes, into the. Syber trash cun. Tlien
there’s those gawdﬂwful large filds ... o Know, the dites that grow to’
megabyite size. If you're putting along witha 14,4 kilobaud modem (as I
am now, which I once thought was blazing fast), then uploading or
downloading large files can take forevesceeeeer! And, beeause we tend
to be in a hurry in our digital lives, any delay for whatever reason
becomes snnply unacéeptable, The answer: more and faster teéhnology!
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(FoxTrot, copyright 1995, Bill Amend)
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In addnlon modem computer dnd commumcauom teulmology hasn® 't
really inade s more productive, it’s made us less-so by makmg iics
miore complicated. Uséd to be you picked ufia pen and a picge af papc;
sat down, wrote your letiér, addressed the enwsiope put a stampron i
anid postcd it Slmiple. Nowadays, you worry about the type font t‘ont
size, bold or ftelid; targing, hangmg indeits, tablés, graphlcs colbmns
line spacing, etc,, et¢.; ad naiisean. And'if; ‘ata ctucial momont thc o
‘conipiiter. shétild “foek up™ for whatevel teasor . kiss your ua'ui o
goodliye, bivthiet, und reboot and statf over,

I upgraded-my systetn last year Whlch is 10 say ¥ bought & bland “new
Pentiwri-based machitie, beeatide oné doesn’ t upgrade a 10-year-old
8088-based computer .., hahaha. Yep that’s what I"d beeyi using, And
it worked, at Teast it did pretly riuigh e\ferythmg I thoughtl warited it to
do. But with the new System ... Woood boy! .., F've | got faney fonty: and
laser printers and CD-ROM and acodss 1o the Internel and the World
Wide Web, not to mention e-mail. Do I get inore done? Nope. But i
seeths like T'spend’ more time doing thmg;s . like'Jooking for lost. nles
or “smﬁng the Web” for that ¢lusive piece of data that I could pxobablv
find in an Lnuyclopedm or c,hangmg fout sizes so thc 11ewsiettcr look:,
purty.

Still gnd alli'{ reckon compute:s and such are heie to stav. and we
probabiy UUght to get ised to the idea. On the othcr tand; it s kind of
hard fo imagine a yak herder in Mongolia sitting on his* popy withia .
laptop and surfing the Web ... but you never know.—Chuck Hawkms,
editor : o

2.8, a future issue of Ripeord Report will feature nameys-andl addresses
of all the association members. This is for use by association members
only, and if you don’t want your name listed; let me know: Thie Ripeord
Assooiation list s not-sold o provided {otso-oalied list brakers of deilors.
Tor those who would like to-have their'¢-mail:address fisted; pleas =
confact me af: hawkins@belatlantic.net, and let me know; . ™=~~~
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INCOMING

‘_Ma;i(l-:c'all fn')mafc,r'osls‘: the country.

Mallmg l:st

- The enclosed is. for thc Rlpco;d AbSOOl&thI‘I

‘ ll“or youf ret,ords whlle T.would.be proud-fo Have been in B Battery, L

wis if1- the Headquartels Battery, 2/31%h A,rnllery *
- Ifitis within your: riiles, please provxde me with a mailing st ol‘

Rlpcord members via ¢-mil at rmfm@wwldnut att.net,4f possible, of: '7 E

otherwise by.mail and on-a digk, edhy open M3 Word WordPerfcct
and anything else that they can open : ‘
Keep up the good work:”
Many thanks,
Bob Nelson .
Mountliko Térrace, Wash; - * @

Blood on the bales

Two things T would like to share with you, reference John Clyde -
“Pops” Hedrick’s remarks that “atter he found out the Michelin Rubber
Plantation continued to trade with the North Vietnamese during the

I was stationed at [an Pieng, RVN, from Oct, 65-Oct, 66, and
the Mlchelm Rubber Plantation was an area of operations for one year,

mcludmg the wllagc of Dan P1cng The Mlthhn Rubber Plamatxon was -

an active plantatlon, and it oompnscd 32 hamlets; and, was. the soeng of
SO ot thc most hornf‘n, battles over f‘ought in the thnam W '.-.The
massagre of the 7th ARVN ngt oueurrcd 0N Fhankbglvmg Day, l965
- and was one of many | baltles foughtin the planfation, . ., -

The lubhu bnles F00-500 pounds each, were shipped up the rlyér to‘ -

Salgon by sampan and it fook A fow days,to get to the port. of Saigen.
Then, the crude rubber bales welc slnpped to Pram,e where they werg
rade into Mishelin tires, Those.bales had a lot of blood, gn them, . ..
1nclud1ng qur soldlors and South thnamesc E'I‘he 1st. Infantry Division
later Rome- loughed pa:ts of the,plant' on. Today, the rubber factory is
il r_dducmg taw rubber and Iimagine. the Trench have maintaiped a.
prosence there 1 would like to drop Iohn “Pops” IIedmk a line. I need
hlbiaddress o

conaldcnng my own loss of memory about a Jot of cycnts, lns story
Gertainky brings somg forgolten events even closer, Also, l;he Ripeord., -
book, hopefully will be a gréat success, and I'll'do what T can,

The Ripcord Raportis groat. Xeep thoss stoties and mformutlon
coming. 1 is most inferesting and hopefully the agsopiation. will gmw :
Sincerely, anborne/au assault, , :
Lloyd Rahlt (SGM 1ct)

Sparks, Nev.

BeatNavy' SERRTPRN

Wn,h I wuld have been w1th you guya at the. last lcumonl Sounds hkc
a.good tinte was had by:alll Wish I.eould have been there.in porsonto-
hear Getreral Randy House’s talk! T hanx for reproducmg itin. thc
Ripeord chort . : :

Keep up the good work! F he new.s'lelter provndes a grmt gervice for ull
the magnificent SOldlelb who lost so much in that dnmn wur!

1 Warm regards, '

1 Tex Turner

I Williamsburg, Va., . . 7,
: P.8,, BEAT NAVY, again!

" Popular myth debunked.

Thanks much for the latest issue of Ripeord Report. Particularly
enjoyed the follow-up on Gary Radford’s long overdue revisit to Hill
1000. Now I know his effort was at least partially auccessful hope that
brings him some-peace,

Was thete any news covernge of his odyssey? Thought perhaps’ he'd
be accompanied by a camera crew and/or writer, I"m sure-hie found

some-relief in aciually finding evidence where he thought it shouid be =
found. I know I would. Certainly would fike to teturn.to the hill where 1

was hit, Spend some time with the ghosts, much like William .
Mancliester did iti Croodbye Darkness Mostly, I'd jUbt like to seo if the
place matches my imemory, '~

Great news'on’ Keithi’ Wllham Nolan tacklmg the Ripoord storyl Nolnn
segms adept at deliVering the unvmmshed tluth and T suck up to
everything the-man writes. N

Thave two artioles sehiedisled for pubhcaﬂon “The I[nec Walls _
Behmd The ¢ The: Myth, of Viethat Veteran Suicide” is schcduled

~for VYA cteran Magazine Lknow not when T told'it's.a done

deal, however; “l“he Search.for the T Famlly of Bob Hein & Other :
Artiazing Stories” has been tentatively picked up by Vieimam Magazine,
Unfortunately, Harry: Summers ‘tells e, there s suchid backlog it mlght
be:two'years beforg.it reaches ink; and no guarantae of cven tliat! _
~“Walls” attacks the-populat myth that more VN vets hdve wmmntgd J

 suicide than-were KA. In fact, it ls now not uncommon. to find

references that will tell: you 150 000 Are suicide victims, T got s sick of. it
and-deoided fo'maunt.ain: offensive. My resoarch is fa!rly conelugsive that
araiige of from 7,500 t012,000 | mny have self-desttiioted. Strong *
evidence suggests that the actul number is even logs than 7, 500, and

the VN vet suicide iate only sllghtly highek than that of the.same age

group in the 17'S. ‘ovér the samie petiod. Strictly un ulban myth of
gigantic propomonsl _

The “Hein” diticle follows the amaking: scquanoe ‘of Goincidence and
unhkely 1¢limons that shudowed my mvolw;ment in'the Calif, VN Vets
Memorial cffort, Quite 8 atory nnd many are skeptlcal thiat it’ § true, but
itis, every bit of if;

Agaiii, thanks, First Stfiket
Mike (M-60) Keéfley 7
Sdoraftiénto, Callf

Ripeord book

I‘hunks 80 much in gamng Kenth W1]11am Nolan to wntc thc Rlpcord )
baitls- lnaiory Ithmk he’ll do a fine job, Il help allI can.
Regards, =

John Palm ~

Lutz, Flp,

Editor’s note: John’s son, Torry (D/2-501), was killed on 11ill 805,




.More Incommg

Update from Delta Raiders

" Just got the. winter i 1ssue Tsrrlﬁc'

- Piviei the proeess of puiting.a Delta. Rader 8 (D/2 501) on-hno address Jist together so I can prmt it in the next issuguiour newslettcr I’vc henrd from
sever Roiderand associate meriibers alrendyl. Canl print your e-mail addtess for Ripcord Report in‘out nextissue?, .-

‘What’s this? A 'bookabout Ripeord? Tthink the whole story MUS'T. be told regardiess of who does it Send mors fnfol IE Mr. Nolan would like detailed
mformanon ofiour little piece of the Ripeord. CHilY 803) stmy, lot mé-know,Sorry; Hill:805 sticks.in my tnind because of how: bad it wag, but we: ware out
there off and.on pretty much: fiom the beginning, and for onenission afterward. At any rate, well help: all'wecan,.

Qur:book ... the photo historieal-chronology of Delta: Company ... is finally well under way. Ill:keep you: mformcd asto: s pmgress as ﬁma goes by Our
hext reuniof will be hosted by Chris Straubiin'the D.C.-AO diring the summer of 1998, T don’t kriow: how much of tho plannmg he has done yet butI
think there will- be qunte a geod turn out b8 d love to'sec-all locatcd Raiders meet af The Wall. '

Alrmoblle, : :

Ray (Blackie) Blaoi\man

V'Llparalso Nely.

Two Currahees. meet on Capltol Hlll

In February 1997, two- mcmbers of thc 2/506th Currahees inet for the first time in 26 years in the halis of the Umtcd States Congres, Th1s Was. not an
informal:meeting; but oceurred during the: rathcr formal Department of Defense appaopnatlons hcarings huld by thu House of chrcsentatlves Cormmttec
on Nationdl Seeurity, :

Myj, Gon, Randy House, fonnerly a ﬂlght platoon leader w1th C/ 1 58th Avrmon Bnttahon (I’hoculx) and iater company commauder of C/2 S()Gth Inf,,
was at the heating providing tostlmony on thc mllltary construction plannmg for the U, S Army Randy is now the Army s asslstnnt chief of statf for
installation management. : ;.

Reprebcntatlve Allen Boyd, a newly~elccted congrassman from I‘lorlda and former p]atoon loader m B/?. 506th was one of tha members on the
(,ommlttcc for National Seourity listening to the testinony.

“'Congressmian Allén Boyd took the:opportinity to-dddress the entie-committee, rcmarkmg that we offén eross: puths wlth Amerwan hemes withotit -
knewing it, and thatMdj, Gen.Randy House was.one of these true Americant hieroes, Alten stafed that he-hnd Randy:had served together in the:2/506th.
Infantry Battalion in 1970-71, and recounted a day from the war when Randy distinguished himselfin the proteetion of his eompany.

Allen and Randy have made plans to get together with other Currahees in the Washington, D.C., area, this time in an informal seftingl—Bob Scitz,
MelLean, Va.




siege.of FSB Ripcord, by, Army phptographers, you.cart order.yours- from; lChl‘lS Jensen, 12700 Lake Ave., Apt 2902,
Lakewood, Ohlo 44107; Pnce mcludes shlppmg and handllng. Proceeds go to the Rlpcord Assomatlon‘ ;
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Units and offices located at Camp Evans, RVN, as of January 1,1970 "

HHC, 3d Brigade A/2-17th Cavalry ) D/14th Engineers
1/506th Infantry Air Force Contro]lorr . SERTS *
2/506th hlfantrv” . o 287¢h EOD 101st MP Plt.
3/187th Infantry SSth Scout Dog Pldt. o _4/77th ARA _
2/319th Artillery B/37th Signal U ssomase
B/326th Engineers 148th S&S Det. 666th Transportation
C/326th Medical 2/94th Artillery

This listing courtesy of Lloyd Rahlf (SGM, ret.)

Installation Engineer,
PA&

Base Defense Ofﬁce
 158th Avmtwn R
-+ Base D_evelpplnent Office
- 555th Maintenance |

571st Ordnance -

Guest Editorial

Reprinted from: Armed Forces Journal iNTERNATIDNAL May 1997

Unequal Partners

Today’s “Total Army” includes eight
National Guard divisions. This substantial
slice of Ametica’s combat power is in
additign to. the National Guard’s.15
“enhanced readiness brigades” that
prosumably would be ugsed to augment
active duty forees in the event of an all-out
national emergency. But thode eight

divisiéns-haven*tattracted much attention” =

during the'nicatly completed ‘Quadietinial’
Defense Review:-(QDR), since they’ re-fiot
evepy mcluded in: Amenoa s war planb

Fver smce thc contentlous 1ssuc of i
(rcmg,m s 48th Infantry (Mechamzcd) ;
Brigade’s purported inability 1o aclileve.
leady-for-deploymcnt status durmg qucrt
Storm, Ariny plannérs hé‘lve ‘shied away.
frosm felying on National Guard combai’ *
units to augment active-duty Atmyforees
during the early stages of a conflict, In spite
of the speoial attention the Army continuies
to devote to its enhanced brigades in order to
keep them at relatively aceeptable levels of
combat readmess, they still rcmam far [rom
the tip of the spopr in the setvice’s G
deployment plans, But af least those
enbénced’ “brigados do Gome intd play at
soiné point during Anny_Warf'rghtmg :
planning sessions: Thé'sameican’t besaid of
the eight National Guard divisions.

In the weke of the “come-as-you-are”
planning sssumptions that flowed from the
Rottom-Up Review’s short-notice, two-

MRC (inajor regional contingency) strategy,

those eight divisions were deemed so
unlikely to be ready to deploy in time to
make a difference in the conflicts the Army
would most likely face that they were

quietly flushed from Army war plans. The
plug was pulled more than five: years ago,
when former Army Chief of Staff Gen,

- Gordon Sullivan:tpld the House Armed _
Services Committee that it would take 365 .

dnys to prepare a National Guard division

- for deployment to a combat arena. After the
 howlsof protost from National Guard " "~
7 {daders subiided; the Ariny révised its® :
estiméte downward'to 270 ddys. Biit that =~
- three-month chop by thé Aimy headquarters .~
~gtaff did Hittle to agstiage:the Guard s -
loadership: Even:a-nine-month;mobilization,.. :
. raining and deployment cycle, they argued,
... was blatantly pessimistie and would .-
' :'_contmue to exclude National Guard
 divisions’ Trom the Army 5 wurﬁghtmg
C _plannmg p[ouess

o Eiiter Assistant Secretary of Defense for
- Resetive Alffaits Deborah Lee. At her -

direction, early tast year the Institute for

Defense. Analysés (IDA) was told to conduet .

a comprehensive inquiry to determine how

. long it would take to get the mosf complex -

 yps of division jn. the Nataonal Guald forees
" strutilre rcady io doploy for combat, T he.
“Tokas Nationd!‘Ciard’§ 49th Armdred

Division wag’ 5clected as the tést unit, and

- the actual réddiness conditions prévailing in
‘the 49th were used in cstablishing the

study’s baseline.

Drawin_g on the expertise of officers from
HQDA and the Ammy’sPraining and

Dogtrine Command, F_qregs. Command and

othef appropriate organizations, a seven-
month study begali last July, Using
relatively conservative planning assumptions
for such things as availability of training

'7-
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areas and the amount of training support

“that could be expeeted fromactive duty

Army elements, the IDA-led inquiry
defermined that the 49th Division gould

: achigve a validated readiness status in 94

days and could get to either a port of

- debarkahon or.an alrhead in 1?2 day.s

'Not sutpmmgly, whcn thchc oomlusmm
" ‘made their: waly 1o-the Army’ ‘staff eatly thls
yéar, they cteated-more thali a bit-of ! .
3+ Reartburii. Ak 4hings now stand, active duly '
* Arniy officials believe that the study resuilts
« are probubly flawed: beoause—get this—the
... active Army probably. wouldn’t boable to.
-~ deliver he fypes of training and other -,
support that the active Army is supposed 0

provide to the Natlonal Guard durmg the:

" mobilization process ‘They*1e not sure,’
" tholigh, sineé thete'is no- statidard’ plocedure
- for validdting the readiness statusiof a-

National Guard division; in fact, there’s'no

- Army,field-manual that lays out the process

by which a division is supposed to mobilize
and preparg for ,deploymcnt. JRUT

s uomc thut whnlc most elements of 7
. _Amcnca ¥ m111tary foreé structiic 'wolld
“like nothing better than to find a place to’

hide during QDR deliberatioiis, the Army

* Nationa! Guard is crying out for attention

But some National Guard officials clearly
feel that years of'benjgn noglect have put: |
their divisions in & perilous position for
QDRspromptod cuts: With the IDA-led
study results in hand, these officialy vow,
they aren’t nbout fo disappear quietly.




A reproduction of the original,

'-'C'O«NFIDENT-I-AL

] DEPARTMBNI OF THE ARMY
Headquar fers 2d Battalion (Adrmobile) 506th Iniantry
APO San Francisco 96383 -+

AVDG-CC-C. . T T 16 November 1970~
SUBJECT: Combat Operations Afler Action Report, Operation JEFFERSON GLEN (U)
Commanding Officer '

3d Bde, 1015t Abn Div (Ambl)

ATTN: 8-3
APO 96383

I. ( C ) Name of Operation: JEFFERSON GLEN

2. ( C) Date of Operation; 13 November 1970
3. (C) Location: YDD587251

4.( C } [gepon ng Oﬂicg John C Bard LTC, Infantry, Commmdmg

5.(€Y (fumra chcn t10n 0 A' ivities: D/2-506th Infwas on a P7, wamng 1c>r extractmn to be air lifted to another held loaauon ”lhen,
were b1xty tour (64) personnet in lhc company at the tnne o

6. Slgmngmt Eme AL 0730 hours D/2-506th Inf started moving west from’ NDP site at YD373252 1o PZ site at YD387251 'lhnd
_platoon moved first followed by second ptatoon, the first platoon and CP. 3'emamed behmd to-evacnate \LT . . The entire company wa,s
closed on the PZ by (839 hours, The company was broken down into chaik ioads and were standing by for extraction, The men wers .
spread out-around the.edge of the PZ i perimeter. OPs were placed.20-30:meters to east,and 20-30 meters to the west. At appxo)clmat_ely-,: '
1055 hours:the enemy-initigted fire with a burst-of automatic weapons-fire from-the east-approximately 30-50 meters fromy the PZ. At the-
same tinie the enetny fired 2 RPGs fror the southeast; The eneiny-continued altomatic weapons and small arms fire and fired a total of 4- 6
RPGs with:2 or 3 hiting the PZdnd' 1 or 2 hitting treey and’ exploding. D/2-506 immediately returned fire, notified the TOC of ‘contatt,’
1eque\ated o whilte téarn ahd requested an urgent medevac, The amllery forward observer requested a fire Hiission proxnnlty 350 meters’ to
the. east, platéon adjust and tire for eifect Enemy fire lasted 35 mmutcs The white tdam worked 200 melér's to the cast and then to the ™
bOLl[hbabt and bOUth The OP to: the ¢ast’saw 1o movement prior to ensiny fire. f he ma,Jorlty of the wounded were snttmg alound the edge ot
the PZ, n the opsn. The 2 killed in action were standing together talking and weré killed with the first burst of small arms fire. The medevac
was on.station after the contact and.gvacuated 7 wounded the first time and:four the second. Results of the contaet were 16 US/WIA and2 .
u S[KIA and l ARVN ar tlllery FO who later died as a 1esu1t ot wounds recewed in thls wntaot ; Lo
EEE BER RSO
7. ( C ) Labmnb Learnecl fThele wero 10 new lessons’ leamod asa I'Eblllt ot thls contact

8. C ) Commande] g Analym D Co $ contact was 4 élubslc example of what eany happen when the’ g1ound oommand;r islax, The' """
coMmpany was on 4 PZ, awamng extraction. Tr 00ps Were bunched maduquclte _security wis posted, and the comparly commander and hlb ,
radio operato; were sepafated, This was the situation for at lbabt 2 hmglb p1101 to the. contact The enemy was. ablc 10, ﬁre small arms at a!
close range and the 2:5 RPG rounds fired burst near the troops sitting or. standlng on the PZ, The casualties were predictable but avoidable.
The company.commander has. been relieved and no; new. le:;sons have been leam»d Keepmg security posied. and not bunchmg up on PZb
have been 1eempha31zed to all commmdens _ VLR R DN P : o
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The RTO’s analys1s of the actlon

By Bruce McCorklc (D/2-506) .

HUDSON, Ghio—Thank you for the after action report for thy buday
the 13th debacle. I've never seen an after action report befoie, and; ot
being a protessional soldier; anm somewhat taken aback by the mattet-of-
fact nature of the report. However accurate, by isolating.the. facts of the,
event from the accompanyitig fear, adrenaline and disappointment, it
almost seems to me to be deseribing somethmg that happcncd
somewhere ¢lseifo someons olse, o

.As wikesult of that:day’s: action} ¥ t‘cc[ thatT: mappropnately mcuVed the
Bronze. Star.with V. By goincidendé; the-notice of the:award appeared |
in my hometown,nqwsﬁapcr in August 1971—ona Friday the.13th..

Regarding inedals; T had an early imorning ceremony by myselfat’
Boomer Lake in Oklahomna and threw away all of my inedals, except
the CIB wiich I feel that T carned. Two years ago T felt compelled fo
contact the Astny and they were kind enough to send replacement
medals, 1 feel okay about having them and telling my childron a little bit
about Vietnam;

In refleeting on the 13th, saveral things come to mmd

1. Was“alir locatlon gomproniised’ by the medevac: whmh extrauted St
Onge? It 50, the'l inappropiiate anger-ef'an oﬂlcer who stnbbcd hlmbﬁlt
in the knee waga uonlnbutmg fagtor, ..

2. Because of the rains, we: had beetyin’ that partmuhr NDP tbr
several d&yb—&bmb‘ulmg Rolligori ¢he-previous company eommander)
would never’ have.allowed: With i, we moved every day. Lwonder,if
this didn®t'give the NVA a-much better opportuity tor “stake us out,”

3. When the medevac asked me if we were in a quiet AO, T aceurately
" reported that we had seen no activity for several weeks, As I recall,
based on my report, they extracted 1stLt. _ with no gunship cover,

“Tan grateful that they Were net shot down because ol my _
misinforination, The sarme erew came out to help us after the ﬂrefig_ht
“so this is

“and the pilet reminded: me ot mv remarks-eatlier in-the day ...
your qulet AOY

4. Although my ruck took a direct hit from a RPG (thers was a
sylindersshaped piece of metal about 1.5 inches-in diameterandd .
inches long in my “P* box), the radio remained functional,

5.1 would have been killed had I not disobeyed an order. I have since
learndd fo trust my instincts, 1told the company: cortintinder that L was.
going:to go to the river {o get same water. He said; “No, we don’t-know -
when the birds ate coming in.” He moved away {to play s,ards,l guess)
and I'saw a Kit Carson ssout head to the nvcr Idon’t Tecall ¢ avel
disobeying an order before, but for some reason I'did. Tiold my-junior *
RTO 10 monitor the radio beeause was, going fo take s leak. I'rolled up
my 5 quart and put it in my pocket and want to the uvcr I was waling .
back across the LZ (in the open like and 1d1ot) when wa werc hit. You'
know the feeling ... youhear a sounld way:over thers butyour feel stuff
whizzing around you, To ine it feels like being eleotrouutcd freturned.
fire, rar out of ammo and had left my bandoleers with. my ryck (uke a,
cherry). Expecting a ground assault, [ erawled off the LZ, woiked' my
way around near my ruck and met up with the CO. His Weapon was
jammed, I had no ammio, so [ gave hitn- mine and he covered me ag L
crawled out fo my ruck. Yes, it was on the edge of the LZ, in the open.
My junior RTO had a miner wound. [ called TOC and requested a

~ white feain and dustott. The:CO movedaround the LZ and Ldidn’t sec

him again unti] after we were extr acted. Iwas thu only one.in uontact
with TOC, 5

6.1 have always felt that, in many ways, [ let thc CcO down and d1d
not give him the kind of support that Rick gave Rollison, I regret that T
was not a better soldier and friend. '

So it goos, We all inake mistakes,

I'm not sure why I'm bayiug all this, but apparently I needed fo unload
sonie baggage I ve been carrying around for awhile, Thanks fo1 .
listening.
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