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Rlpcord story on the
World Wide Web

www tlr com/~max1 O1/grunt/page5 html

Thanks to vetaran Ripcord Assoclation
member Ted McCormick, the FSB Rlpcord story
Is now-on:the Web, Ted was a member of Bravo
Co., 1%Bnx; 327" Infantry, and he and members
of hIS platoon are shown below.

: Thanks also to the Veterans of Forelgn
Wars and VFW Magazine, which originally | -
published the story m the June JUIy issue In
1996 R

L to R‘ st platoon mermibers; Ton Baker, é:d' '
MeCormick; Travis Shattle, Ed White, Hugh

Bussey and (kneeling) Erick Millér, photo taken
in Aug: 1970 while providing bunker securlty on

FSB Vehgel

.. Quick-footed, quick-mirded and, as faras
possibie light~hearted "—SIr A. P. Wavell: The
Trainlng of the Army for:
War, Feerary 1933 "
(Waveﬂ s altribuites the
ideal infantry rifleman.)
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jReunion ‘98 ... blast

and a half

Fred Spauidlng vows, never agam

A scoré and more Ripcord veterans and
their wives and friends attended Reunion '98 at
thé Hollday Inn Boardwalk in Atlantic City, N.J.
Déspite the strong showing, more members .
might have attended. Part of the problem may.
have been that it was scheduled during. the

- week and not over a long weekend as in times

past. "' would have’ ‘gone,” " sald Pau) Burkey
(Cr2- 506) “but this s my busy season and |
couldn't break away during the week.". .
Unbowed and unbeaten, reunion
organizer Fred Spaulding (3d Bde,) swore
"never again will we hold a reunion exolusweiy
during the work week." : -

Mihalko makes it from Colo.

Recon 2/506 veteran John Mihalko kept
up his unbroken string of reunlon attendances,
making:1998 number seven .. or was. it eight? -
Has. it been that many? Congrats, John, and.a-
gold star-for your réunion report card, - |

-And some people, John. reminds us,
"haven’t even. been to one," i

Savannah Ga reunion site for year
nlnerwniner '

Y The 2gh annlversary reunion for Fire
Support Base Ripcord veterans, famlly and
frlends will be ‘at Savannah Ga., October 711
{the Iong ‘Colunibus Day wéekend) o

They say the beer pours green in this
southern coaslal city on St Patrick’s Day. Lat's
just hope they have some Ieft—-any color wli!
do-come Oclober;

Mark your calendars now. Ietails wIII
follow.

Continued on page 5 .




_INCOMING INCOMING

Mall CaII

Awww gmtt W:;
‘cute? Who doesn’
like puppies?

L - If you wore thlS patch

Lt iy ”""’3'?=:-' AT -{,)_i_; .:"‘“5(- 7 o . 7. .:1_'
Evéryone reads the
Ripcord Report. -t
Even Rover! N

R RaCe!ved the-
~ '."--prcor*d Reporttoday. |
| always look forward to
receiving the: next
issue,
‘ ) just. reiurned
~ from the 53d annual’
|+ reunion In Omaha; and
| met a few Ripcord.
Just a few lines to say hello, I just - veterans, They are just .
- received my August copy of the Ripcord Report. great velerans and { will
- Enjoy reading it very much. | hope Keith Nolan's - You are ell&,lble to send you their names

Boy!'Wadda'goof we madel!

| book on Ripgord is as ood as, his Battle for ' st -soon, Most of them: -
~ Saigon..,, i r, g - Jointhe 101 . ‘were at Camp Evans in
. The reéson I'm wrltlng is that although Aisborne Division . the 2/508 and also
you have my name, you list no unit. I was with Association -~ otherunits, Lo
the 287" Explosive Ordnance Dlsposal A Db .. One bit of news
: Detachment (EOD) Phu Bal Combat Base, _ 1 is that the next.two
‘Algo; you have' my name on page 3 101° Airborne E}ivlslon reunions will be as, .
: (Flnanclal SUpporters) as “Boy" Lynch My wufe follows: the 54" annual reunion will be at

likes. the new.name, but | stl prsfe B . Hampton, Va., from Aug. 11-15, 1999 the 2000 .
i M. e] By Istllvnre of Ob‘ v reunion will be at Ft. Campbell Ky !n the

Re ards t Clarksvllle area.- .
BOE Lynch' S " |also attended the: 506”’ Infantry
Hanover Md R R Reglment Association reunlon in Rerio, Nv.;
a R < from July 16+18. It was greatlDee and | wero
Wil b s and will mi i guests and we. truly enjoyed the.dinnerwith all _
E;L?nlon .e nway on busine S rd wil.m SS the - cof our friends; from the 506" Currahees. The |

:memorial service was an emotional time.
- bwill send. some new forms for Ripcord
‘Association members 1o use to Join the 101!

. S
Thought it was tlme | ot back Intotich. Alrborne Division Assoclation, The new life |

After about a'two-year hiatus from SOGial work: : .membershfp s $101 and & $10 annual
andhuman tights related employnient; | recently ¢
took a job working withthe disabled. It looks as. -$20
if the position will $ee me as an executive
director within the next year. 'm-pleased and | -
hope | can finish the next few years and my 30
year overail employment:with the:state::

[ returned from Kentucky last, March
worked brlefly in the mines until my knees gave
out, and then construction related Jobs until this

. Rlpcord Assoctation founder writes

Enclosed Is my contrlbution to the.
newsletter, | regret that | will not be able to
attend the.reupion In Atlantic City. However | -
plan to altend next year. dependmg on where, It
is, golng o be held. S :

One caine along. . Sincerely,

' S1am i, hopes.ghg;_thls Aew situation will' g'sg]f'ksRah?\llf (SGM USA rety
permlt me to play. a more direct;role,;wtth the : e At s sl e e e s
assqelation.:Solet, me know:how: yo' all-are: : : ot

dﬂlngj El e back: In toch so0n; -1t iy o e R/pc rd téngUe-lthste

F TN T N DI
jre 8

Sinceraly, o Toughtag: offlcers In
SEA%E;’J‘"\‘/Z*'-’--‘-"-* ST b the.TOC tack tin."
CL ' ' a - tightly. .




And more .., INCOMING

Geronimo CO writes-
Can’t make the reunion this V'édl‘wl)llt please

. correct my.address and keep-ine on the mailing-list.

.Encloscd is-a-small: donauon to llelp w1th thc cosl '

wroep’ ol

Bcsl w1shcs o
Otis’ lemgston AR
Saluda, N, C

J estes sends ‘lrtlcle on KlWl vcts

Good fo see the Rrpcord Report again
Sorry T can't'make the feunjon.
" Enclosed is an article on New Zealand’s
1998 Welcome Home parade for Vietnam veterans,
Let me know 1f you wam to see the resf of thc
aruclcs :

Best, _
Gary Jestes _‘
Manchcster, Md,

See the rut:cte on page 4, .

A small group ‘of men,

'. Heaxd about you from K elth Nolan. I 1lunk
we may liave met but I'm not sure.

- I'remiember talking to a company co’
somctime around the Ripcord battle and telling o i
‘about encountcrmg an cnemy ‘patrol just a-fow days
prior to B Co. béing on the fircbase for-the last time.
At that time I told this CO about a white SQldlCI
traveling. w1th the North Vielnamese, he was tall aud
blond, it seéims to me (hat this CO lmd dlso -
encountered this guy in a ballle, he had bccn
'womlded aiid was yelling “help me,” wasn (sure if
he was calling to the Amcncans or the North R
Vietnainese. '

In any event, I was with the 2/506 in B Co.
and was on Rlpcor(l unul the end. T was a'sergeant
E5 ane was 1¢ft behind with a small g group of men,
Our hehcoptm group declmcd to stop to pick up up
due to the heavy voluig of g,rouml fire, We were

eventually picked up by tliree birds from: Ghostrldcrs.

They monitored, conversdtlons between mo aud the
lead bird that was suppos ot u§,‘tl\\9y QJ o e
coticerned about ground fire _came, in and got us out.
i T 1 Rubsam $ent | mc some copic's' I he )
‘repor 1t he'-imd he was one of ¢ ot platoo, A0
“Sergeants, and hc and T were pretty:good fricnds at -
the tine. Hadn’(heard from him for about 20 vecus
and then’ found him through Nolan Broug,ht back a

. lot of memorics, wasn’t sure whether they wore good

or not for quite some time, but ... 't okay witly it
now, Spent quite a lot of time on the phone with
Rubsam, seewns.like adot of it was just yesterday. <
Are you doing a Web page? If so, where is

i? If not, add me to the mailing llSl aud let me know
what the subscription rate is. "+«

CU e (;ues,s tlmt 8. Jl)()llt cnou;,h wmblmg [or
now, AR . '

Phil Tols@in
Clarks Summnit, Pa.

My cozusin_s'érved with the 101 .

Your name has been given: to-me by Mr.
Metle Delagrange in the interest of finding out tiore

- about .y first consin Robert Paul (Butoh) Radcliff

who served with the 104* Airborne and died at Firc
Base Ripeord on July 2, 1970 Mr. Delagrange has
suggoested that:l wan want {o contact you as you are
the editor of the Ripoerd Report, a.publication 1"y
not familiar with, T assume this publication caters to
veterans who served in Vietnam at or noar Fire Base
Ripcord in. Thua Thien, Vietnam. I am particularly
interested in meeting anyone who may have kiown
and served with Butch. Any information you tay-
suggest is greatly appreciated. Additionally, 1'm
interested in meeting any veteran who js interested
in discussmg thoir c‘q)emeuces dusing their tour(sy. -
T hank you for yom servlce lo our country. -
Thank you for your tunc, ' :
Scott Radelifl, SRadcliff@micy 0age; com
Phoemx Ariz,

Merle Delagrange wrofe to .Scott

: H: I was wm’? rhe 10 during the baﬂie af
Five Base Ripeord. Ididn 't know your cousin. Your
cousin gave his all (hero), Here 1s a fitend of mine
whe edits the Ripcord Report He wu’! frow who can
help you. : ce

A 'Nam Frien(f _

If auyone reading this-remeinbers serving with-Butch
Radeliff on-Ripeord, pleaseget it totich:witli Scott

vig hise-mail-address: DeltnCo, i 2/506 was*cm tllc 5
ik at that ddl&*“sCllUCk Hawkms LIRTRE RN




LZ Windy Hill

If life turns ona dlme, whqtfdo you get 4
for 50 ceuts"

NOKESVILLE, Va.—I've been: pondcung ¥ the -
imponderables lately. Y ou know, those questions in .
life that there really onpht {o be an answer to, but”
aren’t. Things like: If we hadn/'t spent a billion
dollars to put a man on, lllc moon would wa Sl
have invenied the folt tip pen? Or, if zeto-fal
Pringles can be made to taste good, why do field
rations (whicly have lots of fat, by the way) still taste
like minced cardboard? Anyway ...

My latest pouder has to do with whether or
not-to encourage FSB Ripcord: Association members
1o merge with-and become subordinate to the 101 -
. Alrborne Division Assoclation, and to-iold our

annual reupion under the big tent of the 1019

A letter came the end.of September from the
collective leadership of the 101* Airborne Division
Association=Chairman: of the Board'Robert Jones, a
502 PIR vet from World War 11, President Richard
Schonbeger, a-2/327 vet from Vietnam; and Gerald
Counts, the current command sergeant iajorof the
division at Fort:Camypbell, Kentucky. It was 4 nice
letter, and dt-inviled the FSB Ripeord: Associalion to
“come togother in: ce_]ebrs’ﬂ-ion iof the:heritage and

traditions we all share,” at.uex-l vea‘r:’s's1‘()'1”‘l:r‘e1111i011'

in Hampton, Virginia:

At the ond of the letter was a Ilsl of folks the
fetter had been sent Lo, A couple ol names:were™ -
famniliar—Ray Blackman-of thé Delia Raiders:

- Association, Bob Acklen, Jr,, of the 506" Regiment |
Association—and 1 realized that this was a call by -
the 101* Airborne Division Association to bring
what if apparently sees as a number of disparate,
101%-related: groups together-as-part of the division
association as a whole, I-rercead (he lettcr IIcro arce
somc excerpts: -

o strenglhen the bonds off’nendslup which
hcwe distinguished the members of the division; o'
provide patriotic assembly of all members in tocal -
and national rounions, and Lo perpetuate the
Sereaming, Edg,lc spm{ as to heritage and tradition
I‘or future generations.” _

... for varving reasons, organizations have been
Formed oulside the Divlsion Association.... The
result-has beewr to:sub-optimize:the poteidial . also
to-create confliets for some of our Screaming Bagle

velerans™ who are {{feread: 1o nmk@;Qhowesmmongm ‘

compethlg schcclulcs, actlvmes And. mombcrslup

dues,” ... .. e v e

“Jommg (he. Dmsnon Assoclatnon docs nol rcqmrc
giving up unit identity, .. . unit members have the
option of establishing thcu' own unit-based chapter.

join nghl now 1{’ you, 19 8¢ u clmcq

The Division Association has an¢ does accommodale
separate unitg organizations and functions. These
caiibetontlucted separately, but more commonly, in
conjunction with Division. Association fanctions.”
—"“We sincerely believe that we all can belong (o a
cotmon association.that.meels-our collective neecls
and-expectations;: We hope that'you will teceivo this
letter in{hespirit in whiclvit’s being sent: Youpi-
membersg areiweleomein the: Divisibn Assoctatioh;
we waillyoirin the: Division: Agsociation,; and we
want 1o-identifeinid address thése concetng 1lml kccp
that frem happening.”

I pondered some more. “Nuls » | wanited to
reply, but that would have been a gratuitous answer.
The 101* Airborne Division Association leaders who
wrote ine are sincere folks, men who served their
country, and who are justifiably proud of that service
with the Screaming Eagles. They really do want
othars who wore the division pateh to be membars of
the association, which was started in 1945 after
World War II. And they want the Division .
Association (o serve member’s uecds, whatever those
might be.

Thing is, nobody contacted me or anyone
else in the Ripeord iembership to find out just what
kind of organization we are. I'tn not sure 1 know
exactly, but here’s the way it seems to me.

-~The Baitle of Fire Suppert Basc. R;pcom
Association (long name, long, bdlllc) is ynusual, ir
not unique, because it is based o a particular cvent,

oL aparticularunit.: The: association avas-fonnded

bv (‘lup Colfins (a B/2-506 g g,nmi), who sent {he first
newsletter to three other vclcmuq back in 1983. Now
there are. closc lo 400 pcople ol llac' m}liling, list.
~LWe ¢ come l‘rom ll]dl]V umls wllhm ihc 101“, and
some units that weten't pdlt of thc d1v1<;1011 or cvcn
part of thc Armv .
—Théte are no dues, Ripcord chorr is flce
Funding support is and has alwavs bccn based solclv
on contributions,
—Anyone who hag an inferest in the battle can be a
member-—college professms children of veterans,
family, frieds—and receive the newslétter frec of
charge. Anyone.
——The purpose of our assoclation and the ncwslcllct
is (o share information about theé battle, to find others
who fought fheie. and to promotc lealing, good
Fellowship, and—wcspccml]v unpouanlmhonor the .
memoty. of thos¢ who fell af Rlpcord AT
, bo hcr¢ § mv opmion for _lmt ll_ xvg’gt),lg:__,,j
i—Ifyou alo' uo;;ahcddv a mcmbcr g,lj the l()l' i
Alrbgmc Dlwsmlf Aqsocmuqn l eucouragg vou' 10

TR I
—L Wll] ;_101 11owcvc1 supporl the qubondmauono

the FSB R pcord Assocmuon o the 10)1* Auborne .
Dwnsmn (\qsocmllon That would be.nuts. , ;

_ Tell' me your thoug,hls mChuck Hawkum




Reunion ‘98 continued I‘r(n'n page |
Romantic reunio.n

‘ .- Bob (B£2-506) and Red Judd-of Twin Lako,
Michigan finally tied the knot two days before the:u.
reunion, but they had to.skip town in ordertosdo if,
Red explained, “So many peopleat-work kept telling
me,-‘when you get niarried; T want fo bedhere” and
‘we couldn’{ have sucha bl{, s chowd, :So we eloped o

ridy RIS LOUSTRERS

In-more ways than one

Reumon ‘08 was. the 28% weddmg
aumvcrsarv for Pallv and (mrv Radford (I}2-506). .
(mry, Patty and her sister Nancy clrcwe infrom
P:ltsburbh Pa,’

“Asked about-the fong drive, Gaty quipped,
“I just sit i’ the back and let the ladies drive.” What
some husbands won't do to. show thelr wwes lhey
love themn,

l“he Rlpu)ld coin..

Nme Rlpcorcl colns were prcscntcd at tlus
year’s reunion to first time attendees, The bronze
coins, which show {he division patch on one side and
a riflematr Supornmposcd on a map of Rlpcord and
Hills 1600, 902.and 805 on the olhcr, were the ldoa
of Bl HAFFson (”id Bde CO), 'wiie lmcl thcm minted
it time fordast yeai's reunion,

~*Receiving thiecoin thisyear wero: L-ee
Widieskog (A/2-506) fron New Jersey; 1. W,
- Pojedinec, Jr., a Navy veteran and long standing

memnber from PGIIIISYIlellr] Joe Meyer. (101st Camp_

_,ag,le) from NI Tom Austin (A/Z ~11), who came
in from Georgia wuh his wile Betty, Dan, Espomo
(B3/2-11), also from N J.; Danrlhompson (HHC/2-
506) froni Massachusetts; Bob Motton a Navy

veteran also Trony Mass.; -Gharlie Devlin: (502 PIR,

World War IT) from N.J.; and Phil Tolsou (13/2:506),’

who came with lus wile Sllerry flom Pennsylv‘mm

] hanks to all

ank Marshall (A/2 506, and who digl 1 no .
lose bis liait this vcar) nnd A

collécted the fogistiation fee so we coulcl pav for beer
and snacks’ Thanks, Fy ank. Boti Pc!exS(B/Z ‘506) '

and hig wife Lilliah camc up from GEorgia, A frcd ‘

(A/2-k1) and Bonnls MAin jotiffieyed frolii*"
Pennsylvania, Terry’ Stmlg,cr {(A7159 Avin) canie m .
from Indiana for the rension, and Fred Béhreiis
(B/101 Avn.) made it up from Vitginia for a day.

cne ;omccl us rom .
Phlladclphla Fraik hclpcd org,(nuze {he't tulmou “ind.

Did you know- ... -

Little: lmown facts. about tllL Amel'lcan g

Revolutmn

George Washington' was the best

-spymast(;l‘ it Amcmcan luslory

“"“'“'r\ R

" ite ran do/cm of' csplonagc rmg,s 111 Brlmh-
held New York asid Pluladelphm anil the mdn who
supposedly conld not tell a lie was a g,cmus at o
disinformation. He constantly befuddled the British-
by leaking, (hrough double agents, inflated reports
on 1l1e stleu_{,lla of lns army.

By 1779, as. many as one in seven
Ameri icans in Washington’ s drmy was
bldck. SRTRRR

At I“lrst Washlm,lon was 1lG‘Slldlll dboul
enlisting blacks, But when he heard they had fought
well at Bunker Hill, be chang,ecl his mind; "The all-
black First Rhode Isiand ch,lmcntm»composed ol 33,
freedmiii and 92 slaves: who were pronlised flccdom
if thiey served until the engd uf the waw~dtst1ug,unshcd
itselfin the Batile of New] mtcr, thcy were a!l
but w1pccl oui |u A Bmish a(laés

Benediét m-mol(l was best general in
the Conunultal Ay S
“W;lhoul _Bcncdtcl Aruolcl in thc ﬁl‘bi lhrcc
years of the war,” says the hlslormn Gcmgc
Neumann, “we would probablv have lost the
Reyolution.” [n 1775, the future traitor came within
a whisker of conguering Canada. In1776, he built a

~ Heet.and fought a bigger British fleet to a standstill

on Lake Champlain, At Saratoga in 1777, his’
brilliant battleficld leadership forced the British
army. to-surrender: The victory persuaded (he French
to join the war ot the American side. Trohically, - ‘_
Arnold switched sides in 1780 partly bccause hc
disapproved of the French allmuce

e 4 "kl)«,{:%/zww G

T hdllk‘S and a tlp ol‘iho I*SB ijcord slccl pot oo’
Parade Magetzine :Nov.-23:1997; and aulhor ande
historian Thomas Fleming, The above excetpts weie'
adapted from Fleming’s book Hberry!’ publlslicd bv
Viking Press




New Zealand
perspectives on:the::
Vietnam ;War -

(Letter 1o'the édltor sun,.. Oct 18 1998 New
Zeafand News) ‘

Sir--New Zealand's Vicmdm veterans (editorial, June
3) deserve an official apology for being deceived and
duped by Govetnment propaganda into [‘ig,lum&, an
illegal, unjust; and barbarouis war, It was not a war
for freedom and democracy against comnmnism, as
the US claimed, but a US-led colonial war because
the Vielnamese had defeated F'rcncli colonists.

New Zealand foreign and dcfcnce policy lms not
chatiged s1g,111ﬁcanllv since, due to prcvmlmg,
Govertimeit mylhs {hat bo&,cymon might invade.
unlesq we hdvc big pro[eclors (‘mwcqucullv, Ncw
écaldnders are sahoolcd to remain rea(,ly to llldkc
war for {hé US, in fat awav ‘plages Jike the lef L
hoping for Uncle San's defence if needed. ‘To avoid
more Vietnams- -type-wats; or, mueh worse, New ..
Zealand should withdraw from dang,m ous, .
counterproductive military dlliances, decfats ™
neutrality, and SpCCldllSO in providing international

A pedcemdkmg services' 1o helpresotve wars, as we

~ bave done so wcll in Bougauwlllc I

' LARRY ROSS’

NZ Nucléard‘réc Pc.ucm.nkin;, r Assn
s Julv 4, 1998

flag (officialy. + -

: MdOl‘l "’l ino S
.-:Rzmgalnalrmgd" l* df,

R L ST

BILAT TR

New Zealand national - .

; Wau when lle died e i

Lbhg ‘dwaited salute to Vietnam
veterans

(News article, Saf May 30, 1998 New Zéaland.
News)

B3 .*1 hn

Vletuam vctcmns say vcstcrdav was thelr ﬁrsl _
chance i it vcals to. hold 1helr he,lds lug,h in pub]lc

Yeslcuidy S march llnoug,h Welhng,lon L
streets came 26 years afler Ncw Zealand pulled out
of Vietnam,

' mcans a bloody lot,” said Te Anaiivel
Dotig Rog,ms of 161 Battery. Event or ganizer John
Dow sald the eiotion had been overwhclmmg

- Several veterans and families who had feld
back had suddenly made last-minute decigions lo
come, and he expeeted registration (o near 5000 by
the end of the weckend. : :

Gael Keighley, who lost her husband in the
war, and her sons Ali and Darrelk Watt, who'lost
their father, were initially wary about attending
Parade 98, but.dccided it wag something.lh'ey had to

" The New lenouth I‘mmlv met for tlig first
time lie three men who WCIG wnh Scn geant (101(!011

Ali, who was onlv 3 wllcn his: ddd diCCI
was one:of the 37-flagbearers who led the paradc
repmsenlmg soldiers who' died:: - e

Sc: poant Wait fiad’ onlv two more wccks lo -
S81V6 611 his toar ol dulv whcn e wcm toa small
Catliolic chmcli n Iam Quan 330 nules nolth of

_ Saxgon in cdr]y 1970,

Followuu, ll|c locaI cmtom he knel ctown lo
pray at the shrine oulside the door It was lllc ldsl
tlnug he. did.

* The §hrite was booby~t1f1pped and tlic 29-
year- old New Zealand medic died soon aﬂcr ina
helicopter.

. Guests included Prime Minister Jcnllv
Shlplcv Anstralian Dx,putv Pumc Minister Tun
Flscher and U.S, Ambassadon Josluah Becman

v oo #RUTH BERRY.




Ripcord Report special brief

Paczjlc Command 's

Jj‘.

;stmtegy o

R O N T I 3k
The Asia-Pacific reglon with BCoNomies;:

people, and sea lanes, Is a vital nationat
interest. It contalns over half of the world's

surface, and 60 percent of Its population, largely:

along its littorals. The confluence of security,
economic and diplomatic interests in the Asia-
Pagcific requires us to work security issues
concurrently, Security provides the foundation
for stability, which in turn, yields opportunities
for natlons to pursue economic prosperlty,

The Paciflc Command strategy has six elements
for ensuring regional security:

U.S. Military forces——credlble combat capable:.

trained and.ready to fight and win; balanced and
joint,

Forward stationing of critical
capabllitles--today the capability represented

by about 100,000 .S, troopg--which prmzlde the

standard of U8, commitment.

Positive security relationships: with all

- nations in the region—Including our formal
alliances with Japan, Korea;, Australia, Thailand,
and the Philippines; our emerging rel_atlonship_
with China, and nascent relationships such as
with Vietnam. We helieve multilateral
relationships hold promise for future stability in

~the region. . _ .

Long-term commitmenf and Iong—haul
solutions—ihe U.S. is here to stay,

Teamwork with the State and Commerce

Depariments, and other U.S. government
agencies—ensuring our views are reflecled in:

the interagency process., ‘ .

. Measured responses to regional
. events—promoting peaceful resolution,

~ including preparation o provide hu{manitarian ‘
assistahde ‘and disaster relief :

——-Admirar Joseph W, Prueher
Commander In Chief

Lt. Gen. Randolph W. House named
new deputy commander in chief for

' PACOIVI

CAMP H. M. SM!TH Hawall —Rrpr‘ord
Association-member Randy House took over the
duties of deputy commander in chief, U.S,

~ Pacific Command, in early October.

. Randy was a member of the Pheenux
assault helicopter company at Camp Evans.
Phoenix birds were critical to the successful

' wlthdrawal from Fire Base Ripcord on July 23,

1970,

" The last units pulled otit of the Ripcord
area were Alpha and Delta companies, 2/506,
commanded by Chuck Hawkins and Gabe
Rollison. Randy led the flight of 21 Phoenix
helicopters that made the extraction from the
valley southeast of Ripcord.

Randy led his men and thelr UH-D
hueys up the low valley from the s_outheast
flying toward Ripcord to make the extraction. He
was concerned that enemy fire from the
surrounding ridges would make his mission a
costly one, but strangely, the enemy gunners did
not fire at the ships roaring across the jungle.

it then dawned on him what was
happenlng Enemy gunners had dug themselves
in bunkers facing up and toward the fire base.
They would have to get out of thelr holes.in. .. .
order to depress theirweapons to shoot do' T
into the ¥alley-athis: hellcopter L

Sill, flying directly - underfhe en my
guns was-a nerve wrackinig experienoa As th
last few helicopters departed! enemy: gunners
began fmng but it was too little too late; -
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Three Brbnie:..Men

We are the three bronze men

Forever silent, but always alert, we stand,
Guarding, watching, walting.” -
Our eyes speak the words our bronze lips cannot utter;
You our brothers, are not forgotten

We watoh . as fnends and famlly come 1o vislt you,
To touch you gently W|th their hands and feel your presence in their hearts.
We have seen, as only our eyes can see, the healing of a natlon onoe lost, -
But now found again.

By our presenoe by our vigtl others see and know
That you did not shirk your duty,
* Did not turn your back on your country,
' And did. not iose your saored honor S

We are neither weary nor old '
But forever | young and fuil of promlise
Just as you, our fallen friends were onge s0.long: ago

And just as youy names are mado steadfast In granite for eternity,
So are we steady at our post, our station of love and duty and honor
That I8 our promise to you now.

You remember me, brothers
I carried the M-60.

| watch now, as oti‘iere.pass'_' :

On thelr way fo honor..
- And cherish your.memory..
. You.are loved beyond
_measure ..,

You knoui/ me foo,
. thumped ammo for
A thousand fira missions,
- . Loaded helicopters,
~Manned the radios,
Kept medevacs flying.
1. will never feave yo u,

We are thetthree bronze men..

it“ HIELANE i Fooonie s ey o

- I was your-polnt man,
! still am ...
There will be no danger
To your memory, none,
As fong as f am here,

Your other brothers miss you,

And [ guide them to you. -

] As,_-s-7.'2;".%".:;-;.-%‘:;.:«. Lyt ¥edhies d g ';;,;m:,:;f. T S T LI

Photos are oourtesy of Don Poss a Vletnam veteran: They and others can be soen in his story Autumn’s
Wall, posted on the World Wide Web aty http waw wer—stor ies, oom/WaIiAutm him

v

The statue, “The Three Servioemen ! overlooks the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in \Nashington D.C.
Scuiptor Frederick Hart designed the statue. It was dedicated by President Ronald Reagan in 1984,

8
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION -
101 Airborne Division Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 101, 7698 State Route 41
Bentonville, Chio 45105

Tel: 937-549-4326 -
Fax: 937-549-2018

Home-’i‘e'l.e( Y e o Work (<)l

Please Check Applicable Remark: () Renewal () New Member () Reinstatement () Change of Address
{) Encl'osed is $20 for one year membership {) Enclosed is $200 for life membership

.(_) Enclosed is $50 for 1% of 4 installments teward life me.mbership

Name

Street/RFD

iy — | ST ___7ZIP Code

101 Unit: C.o. — Bn. Major Unit WWiI VN .D_S, __FC
Other Units : —Dates of 101* Service: From__ T

f?resent_ O:ccup'ation

() Single () Married  Spouse's Name 7 L mp

FPlease charge my () Mastercard () Visa the amount of § ‘

Card Number S , _- Expiration Date______

Signature

The foregoing membership application forthe 101 Aurborne Division Assoclation Is provided as a
service to Ripcord Report readers. :

In case you were wonderlng

- - Books by Kelth William Nolan

Noted author of numerous Vietnam War battle histories Keith Wllllam Nolan is in the process of
completing his work on the Battle of Fire Support Base Ripcord, which will be published by Presidio
Press, Completion and publication dates are not yet firm, and readers will be notified when that

. information is avallable, In the meantime, you might want to check out some of Kelth S prev:ous work,
- His books on Vietnam mclude

A Hundred M;Ies of Bad Operétioh Bu?falo: usmic " Plus:

Road with Dwight Birdwell, Fight for the DMZ, Dell '
= -Premdio,{ 1997 Books. 1991 Battle for Hue: Tet 1968

_\Sappers itn: tha Wire Pooket The Magnlﬁcent Bastards | nte Cambod.-a
"Books 1995'_ PRI Presldlo 1994 S :
SRR e Death Valley
The Baiﬂe for Sa:gon Into Laos Del! Books 1986 | '

Pocket Books, 1996




'Rtpcar(l Rc,porr is a. pubhc‘mon of the Baltlc of
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In this issue ... - FSB Ripcord Association, and is the
N authoritative voice of history of the battle.
Rnpcord sfory on WWW .............. L1
Reunion '98 O ceen A
Incommg........................_ ......... 2
LZ Wlndy Hlll ..... e v &
Did you Know ,.....i.ioveiiniiiiiii B
 New Zealand perspechves v 6
Pacific' Command's sfm’regy e T
Three Bronze Men . .................... -8 |
Keith Nolan books .......... Ceeerieries .9 T
It all depends on that article whether we do the
Plus more . .: business or not. Give me enough of it, and Lam
sure.—Wellington: On being asked by Thomas -
Creevey in. Brassels whether he would beat
Napoleon, May 1815;:(At the moment of reply, a
redcoated infantry private walked by.)
Rtpu)rd chqrt ‘ o
¢/o Hawkins ' VG
Fall 1998
Please send address changes or cotr ectlons
to the address above.
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