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MT2 LAW were: part of QTT.
"5, You remember when ARTEPe were ‘36 hours _

8, Yoi remembérwhen Carn Vouno was-CG.-and

. Max Thurman was head of recrulting command.

7. Youknow what a Gamma ‘Goat and Goér”

. were and could fix- an- M151A2 to rn off ene
=prop. shaft, .

"8, You remember when the |sraelis were bad
asses and we all wanted to.be like them, .

~9:You. remember when Saddam Hussein was
. our loyatally, -
10, You rememberwhen Aland Battle wasa -

o 11 "'Yo. ' know what the 'Cap Wlneberger o
Doctrine was. . 7'

- carbine, -and you hoped for an M14. _
“13. You can-temember going to the Oiub al
~Graf, drinking, and watghing Margaret, -

15, You know what is a"smokey" at Hohenfels o
18, You know ihe difference betweenthe

Ya gotta 'U_V .t L Cfa-p.ti.onfcnteetr 5

How to tell if you re an old soldier oA R’lpcord Rtﬁport first] -

ROW what abP mieans and sl Name the two bandltos prctured below

1. You K

~ remember whers yours whs and how long it took 1 andwin. 100 bonus kilometers on the -
to occlpy. : '

- 2. You remember when we had tactrcel nukes Rlpeqrd freqrrenf qunle h_‘rm_Pe" :
and really planned to'use.them. . - - ; program. For an‘extra 10 kilometers,
3, You remember spending hours in MOPP4 | guess what. the next words outta ’Ehelr
and domg M256 kits, - L ) mouths Wl” be . L

4. You remember when the MB Claymore and

and. you had fun.

new. eonoept and everyene rehgieusly read 100-

12; Youremember when the M16 wae _a plastrc

14, You personally know Margaret. ~. i

VRCA46, VRCAT, PRC77 and VRCA60 and the
requlsite Installetlon kits, -

17. Yolrknow what & GEOI Is and you cen
encrypt grids.- 77

18. You remember when NTC was a new and
oool concept.

_‘ Continued on page 2 ...




Continued from page 1 ...

oy Il

19. You remember when it was real cool tb go to
SAMs or be an OC at NTC.

20. You remember when as a new LT/CPT you

could go out and traln your soldiers and not

have an OC tell you how screwed up you were.
21 Youremember BN Cdrs and 1SG s who

were Vietnam:Vets, L iu S o

22. You remember Bn Cdrs who drank swore

and mentored,

23. You remember Bn Cdrs who were ruthless

about tactles, but didnt give-a crap-about admin

BS.

24. You remember when 2L.Ts and CPLs

demanded respect from PFCs and got It.

28, You can navigate at night without a GPS, .

26: You can'femember OPDs about Clausewitz

(aka'dead Kart) which usually ended Wlth beer

drinking at:the. @"club.

27. You can. rememberwhen Ianes tralmng wes

a neat ooncept :

28. You dan’ remember when 25 101 wes a new

concept,

29. You can remember when the defenee

budget was 7% of the GNP. :

30, You can rememberwhen the maln battle

area was the only fight.. -

31. You can remember when every one's career
track'was 10 years In-Germany wrth 1st
_Armored Divislon: at Ansbach. :

32 You remember whenthe. Sovlet Union was a
. ‘major super power instead (albelt the Russlan. ..

‘Republic) of: belng a basket case for the'IMF.

33, You-remember when CEOlwas called SOi
34 You had:more time in’ grade as an O -3 lhan'f'
youdid as-a-civillan, -+ -
35, You remember: when the term "operational '
-art" was first used, :

'-36 Youlearned assaultfire. as a young i, and_f '

37, Learned the North: Viietnamese didn't-giv
shit if you pulied the trigger each time your'-left
‘boot hit the ground, and: - .
138 You learned about "assault orawling (e
'39. Youremember scallng ridge lines’ one
:contourinterval at atime;

40, You rememberwhen the phrase "when n
Christ was a ‘corporal" meant yeur eareerwas
stiil-ahead of you.™ .0 =

41. You remember what- REMF slood for. but
not quite how far back you could flnd thém,
exept for your wimp brother-in- Iaw who had a 1~
F deferment. ‘ '

42. You romember the difference between
‘roger” and "wilco," but mixed them up on

“-oconcept,

‘get there,"

purpeee anyway.
43. You remember when you really believed
thatithe last battalion to emerge after. e nuelear

: :-_-:,smke would win the "big ong." .
ey fYou aclually had.a living relative whe hed
-served In The Great War, -

45, You-remember when the thres most
important infantry-Jobs weré: pointman, machine
gunner, and radio opeator; 2d looies were
trainee captains,

46. A LRRP was something you did and ate.
47, You remember when arr mebillty was a tesl
48. You remember an NCO in your unit who
actually served in the wehrmacht,

49, You remember standing In line for pay call.
and then paying your bills before going on‘a
three-day binge; you couid strll afferd a three-
day binge. . .,

50. You remember leraeli offlcers in Ranger
School In 1967 who didn't leave 1o go home to

fight because. "the war will, be over.before we,

Crazy Caption Contest'

Dq bomb n N
dd car is Se‘r

Bde. ) at Moblle Ald., Reunlon '97;
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Financial Contributors

Ted MeCormick (B/1-327)

Richard Blythe (FHHC/2-506) .

Jerry Wise (ID/1-506). -

Fred Edwards (IDiv: Engr.): - .

Karin Lolke (sister of Don Workman,

D/1-506)

Gary Watrous (Recon/2- 506)

Rosemary Adanis (frleml)

Ken Hamilton (C/2- 500) -

Bill Whitaker (DF1-501)

Martin Glennon (HIIL/IZ -506)

Bob. MOrLon (J“rJ end) 4

A ' Thunks cmd a ttp
. %f 4 . of the Ripeord stecl

) il pot to our

supporters, .

Rcumon’ ‘99
Just a remmd(‘r lor everyon(‘ o R1pmrd .
- Reunion ‘99 w1ll be held at Savannah, Georgia,
from Outobor 7-11 (tlle long Columbu‘; Day .
weelend). D(‘Ldlls will follow. But mark your
calendars now and get ready for the blg, event -

. the Jast one of the 20 centuryl,

Quote'noted ...

The gasiest and quickest path. into the.esteem
of traditional, military authorities ds by the .
appeal:fo the,eye rather than to the mind. I‘lu,
“p(‘;lish,;and pipeclay” school is not yel extinet,,
and it is, easler for the mediocreintelligence to
become anauthority: onbutlons than on.
tactics. (March 1925)—Captain Sir. Basil
Liddell Hart, Thoughts on War, 1944

Ripcord in the news -

HOLLYWOOD, Fla~Paul Greaug (1/506)
sent an article from the Broward County: .
edition of The Miami Herald that reported on
the experiences of Daniel Biggs; a. micmber of
Bravo Co,, 2/5006, who was on ESB Ripcord.

Biggs, sel t-deserlbed. as. “young, cocky,,
20 years of age and very much dreafted,” was a.-
machinegunner bnhe fite base. i, SO

- During-the firtal days Ripe ord was

“receiving 100 martar rounds a day,” Blggs

said, The last night Capt. Peters said “we ..
would be airlifteed at,0800 hours the next day.”

 When the first helicopters appeared-:...
they “came toward my. position,” Biggs
recalled, “and; received sper fire.” When the
helicopter flew low to draw fire away rom the ™
grunts on Ripeord, Blgjgﬁ Openod up -on the
s1upm with his M=-60. '

o Caught it the open, the Norlh .
Viol.namcqo soldier didn’t have a change, One
round from the machine gun shattered his AK-
47 rifle stock, tearing 1t from his hands. “He
foolishly reached, for it,” Biggs said, “and 1
could now see every fifth tracer round from my:
M-60 go through his bocdy-as he was held up
by the bullets I.poured intodhis body as if he-
were Wallqng l)m KW:Ild a

o Itwasa g,rotoeque danee of dcalh bul

it meant that Bggs and the remainig 1} .

soldiers of Bravo C()111[)c111y cauld nowget on

the 111L ships And miake their way to Camp *
Evans, the battalion rear base,

Blgg; M-60 was blazing hot, He had

“heen | mng al mhor (*nemy soldicﬁrs trying to

oyerrun the, baw but were st opped inthe
dolcnswo wire, II(‘ didn’ t know i he'd make i
oul d]JV(‘ bu Ljust lhm a Iwhlm L)om wer: '
sereamed overhead and bvgan engaging the
North Vu*tnrmu se outside iho wire. Bi&ge then
knew that lhoy o make it out

Onee. bc\(l‘ al C: amp Byans, Bly([)s was
aslcedl by a reporter what he'( houghl about the
hehmplor pilots, “T liey came giralght inand
did not. stop for 1101I11ng> " Biggs replied., thl
quotv lppoared in‘a Stms mrd Str.'pm artnio
about the battfe.

Twenty years later B];,(L)s miel the pliol
who saved his life, Tom Marshall, who, wrole a
bool called The Price of Lxit, and A;,cun Lib(‘d the
quote by Biggs.




INCOMING -

Mall call from across the counihyyar
around the globe, - '

A sister of Ripeord vet writes ...

I recently spoke to a member of the Ripcord
Assodiation (online througly America Online) -
and was told about the grotip: T would:be very
interested o learn more about Fire Base
Ripcord-and the survivors ol t]lo bAtLlo lhal
oceurred there, SRR o

My brother Wels altheniber of the 101*
Alirborne, 2™ Battalion, S06", 3! Bripade. He

-was stationed ‘at Camp Evans and was Idlled
May-18, 1970 when the helicopter he was a
passenger on was shot down. He was delivering
racio equipment to other ateas, and had been
at, or was going to, Fire Basé Ripcord the day
he was killed. He was an E-5 (prt)molod the
day lie was Iilled); anc lus name was Harly
James Stone, :

I have recently bog,un a search to i‘md
the survivor of the helicopter crash, and
possibly’ anyono else who' might reniéiiber niy

' brother. T have leatned
so many things, diar g
mv S(‘c‘\l’kh 1hat [ was ot
¢ aware of prior o stfuil%
‘thig'search Cuiti !mly I
“am-réading ‘the hoold The
Pride of Exit by Tom™
: Marshall, which Tias
;,won e & niuch bigger' puluro of what'life in
Vietiiam was like [or the rien Wwho louyht
there. It portiays a much different picture from
what my brother wrote me homte in s Iellor%
.. that fre was in a“safe plaad.” Althou(gll I
have 1lways had deep rcspeut‘ for afiyorie who
served in’ Vietnam, the seatch and this book
has brought me to tiew hejghts! o
Tlie information I rekuw‘d aboul your
mg;uwatmn was that it 1s lrvo to ;()m and that
there is a newsletter and reunions. I W()u!ci very
much fike to be a part of this, il 15 may_. It Lh(‘
information is'correct, plcase ddd me, to'your
supporters.
Sincerely,
Kathy Allen
Orange, Calil,

Areply to Kathy .-

Thanks for your lc‘tlm of December 8.1 am
delightéd 1o hear lu)myou and know thal
other members afe sharin;, information,
rcg'lrcllesq of the mediuin Conslder yoursell "a
member,” and I hope you anjoy lh{‘ enclosed
newslelter, : i

In retrospect, Iwant you to know llmL
P very sorry for the loss of vour brother, |
remember May 18, 1970, very well, And | _
remember the terrible event that ddjmed your
brother’s life deep in the Nam Hoa mounlcu_ns.
May 18 is when Buddha's birthday is
celebrated. There was suppmod (obea’
ceaseflire in remembranee of 1, but-these PR
evenls were prettyantch one-sided, The
weatherwagivarny and rainy, an drnagain, ofl
again kind of wet;, with plenty (')f'(‘lmld cover
aver the higher mountain peaks.T was ¢
platoon leacler in Chatlie Co.; and Jess than
two weels from my promotion to captain, -
when [ would take over Alpha Co. We were
patrolling an area south of Fire B(lbf‘ Ripeord”
and working our way toward it

That evening we learned thal one ol
our supply helicopters was missing, Search
teams from the 2™ Squadron, 17" Alr Cavalry,

were oul searching (he cloud covered peaks”

and valleys, but they hadn’t come "up with
anything. We umlnuwd our patrolling the
next lew d Ay, hmkmp Lhmu(gh bamboo
ll\ukt*la and deiige Drush with mache les mcl
l<ocpm5j a \\hary ayé for cluslvo On(*my '
A few clays later, maybe the 20" o

2 1% we rmmvc‘cl wofd thai the 11(’1100]:'10: h adl
been found alungj with & fone survivor, The
helicopter had been hit by enemy ground [ire
and began losing altitude. The pilot tried to
control the descent to malke it to a small
landing zone, but his efforts were in vain, The
ship crashed a few hundred meters short, But
the crew chief had |L11np(*d just before 1mpau
and although he was l)ddly injured in the [all,
he maniaged 16 ceawd away Tromn the crash site
(a favorile thii g Lor the enemy to i':'lvcs't'i'gald)
and secure himself in -ei'tl\iclm(.. The cavalry
soldiers had secured thé gite and had foaded
the reniains of those killed inte hody bags,
which would-thew be sling Joaded tindet -
helicopter and cadried Back {6 Gamp Evans.

Continued on next page ...




(1 know this sounds unglamourous, but that’s
the way bodles had to be handled for sanitary
reasons.} ‘

Our patrolling continued.

About mid-day we heard the sound of
a lone helicopter beating the air overhead. I -
loaked up, Sure enough, it was.the one
carrying the bodies back to Camp Bvans. I
could see the sling beneath it. Then a terrible
thing happened., One of the bodies slipped lose
from the body bag and, the sling and fell into
the triple canopy rain forest. The helicopter. .
continued toward Camp Evans, [radioed my.
company conunander to tell- him what we'd -
observed and, since my platoon was in
proximity to where the body.had landed. -
(about 500 meters away), 1 sald we would go

to lind and secure it for extraction. It.wias not a.

mission I wanted, nor would I have
volunteered for it but for the fact that there
simply was no choice. We have a reverence for
our dead that borders on the mystical, and we
will go to almost any effort to ensure they are
recovered.

1 don’t khow who it was tlmt we [ound
that day. We made sure, however, that what
we found was enough to identify through
forensic examination. Another helicopter came
and hovered-over the tree tops, dropped a
body bag and then alitter on.a cable; and
hoisted the remaings and flew Lhem.l:o. Camp
Evans,

Woll llmL s my ule part of th slmy
1 hop(' it's holplu] in some way; | don’t mean it
to upset youi, but T reckon after all these years
that you've come to some terms with your
brother’s death and would like to know more
detail.

Your brothcr workocl a8 ll\o .
aommum ations sergeant for our battalion, so .~
he did have a relatively safe job as:he told you
in his lottcrq His boss- ‘was 1% Lieutenant John
Darling, our communications officer, and a .
classmate of mine from Woel F’omt John
D.ulmgj was also on the 1](’11L()plu‘ (lml day

Welcome to the assoclation, Our |
members Lotal close to 400 now, athough :
there are many more who wete involved i the .
Ripeord battle. We WC]L.Olll(‘ your parlicipation
inany and, all our reunions, and T-will be
delighted to print your Jetter in the next issue
of Ripeord Report. Thanks for caring and
sharing.—Chuck Hawkins, editor

on

'I-Iappy Veteran's 'Day :

Finding the old squad .

My name is Danny Smith, [
served with C/2-506 in ‘69 and
70. Iwas on Ripcord in the
spring of 1970, in fact, 1
DEROSed from there June 11, 1970, 1 was a
squad leader in the 1* Platoon under 1L,
Wallace, A budcly told: me : about the Ripeord
Association,” :
Recently I have made 2 a proal effort lo
find iy old squiad. [ have had g great sticcess

- andd am planning some type of reunion. I
understand the you have a gathering every

yeat. I would like some m[o if possible and
would lile to ]()m the g 3,roup My é-mail address
is buckunn: 1115(:7‘r 1CX.COM lhank you very much..
Currahes! ' : '
SSgt Danny C, Smith

Mission accomplished ...

Just a quick note to let you know that the'
purpose of the association and the newsletter,
as stated in the latest issue, has been
awom’plishcd with me. I have done a lot of
healing since my letter was prmled two years
ago, Thanks for that, '

1 Rave heard from SO Many, I hope this
[donation] will help.
Sincerely,
Karin'], Loke
Kailua, Hawaii

Flying Old Glory

. had to work today,
but I flew oy ﬂag)s and would llke to share
with Ripeord Report this article in The Mmm: _
Herald today ... T don’ ( lmow Daniel. God
bless,

Paul Greaux

Hollywouod, Fla.

As us(lal

As usual T on]oyul the latest R!pund R(,p()lf
Encloed is a small (Immllou to help with the
cost, _

Fred Bdwards ~

Jacksonwville, Fla.




MORE INCOMING

Fire for effect ...

Thanks for Ripeord Report. I read it cover to
cover, It is something I anticipate and relish
reading, _
Sorry to be out of touch. but I was
married a year ago and a lot has happened. We
have moved twice and each of us took another
position within our orgamzauon IL has been
rather hectic, . S

We now live in Branson, MO, and
- work close by. The settling process is still on-
going but I guess it never really gets settled,
Life is wonderful for us now and I am very
happy. You know my wife must bo super nice
Lo put up with mel '

In regard to Lhou;,hts about our
Ripcord Association, youwere tight onl No
way should we be subordinate to another
association. Curraheel I hope to make the
reunion in Savannah next year, Th al s a very
beautiful city.

A ‘Nam l>uddy ,
Jerry (and Sharon) W;so '
IIOHisL(’r Mo, :

I-Iol‘d_ a 'reu'n'ioﬂ hétef |

Just got the latest aopy of the Ripeord Report. I
. think it is one of the best yet. I wish [ could -
have attended this year $ reunion. Maybe one
of these days. “Pops” Hedrick and I even
tatlked about coming together but it never
materialized due to our schedules. _

I know that next year’s reunlon is .
already $et for Savannah but X would like to
know if Lhe association would consider ‘
Branson, Missourd, for the year 20007 The area
here has a lot to offer with plenty of motel
- rooms, music shows, the lakes, golf, Sitver
Dollar City and Bass Pro Shop in Springfield.

“Pops”™ and I have discussed this in'the past
and would be willing to grab the bull by the
horns and work with Fred to malke this.on
on]oyablc‘ time. Also, there are thre¢ or four |
more Ripc ord survivors In the area that we
might be able to tall into helping,

I believe that I reacl in on of the :
newsletters that it had been decicled to hold all
reunlons on the east coast. (Not true. Reunions

can and will be hdd in difforent locations dcross the
country.—Editor) 1 wish that decision would be
reconsidered, I fit is sel in stone then I It acu@pl
it ali,hough I may not agree.”

- Tdon't know if you are aware ot not
but every year there is a wcel(ulon(z) veteran’s
celebration in Branson. This year it ran from
November 5 through November 11, There is a
large Veteran’s Day parade on the 11", Most
ol the shiws discount véterans and (heir
families. Bratisor lm', hold Veteran's Day
activities for the last 64 years but only in-the
past five has it turned into the massive thing
that it is today. This year the rematning crew
[tom the Enola Gay was present. For the last
three years they have had the Moving Wall at
the Lawrence Welk Theater and they readt the -
nanes from the wall the whale time thé

“celebration goes on. Last year Lhe Iusk(,gnc

Airmen were here.

October in the Ozarks is a very pretty
time of the year with all the trees turning color,
but this-year wasn't that great due to the very
dry weather, October is a goad fishing time and
still warm enough for a house boat ride on one
of the lakies] either Table Rock or Bull shoals.

Enougly about let but T HINI(
ABOUI I'Ill”' I

A fully agree with yﬁur assessment of
the 101* Division request: Every time I pick up
a veterins magazing, VEW (past All State
Comumander), DAV, Legion, Order of the
Purple Heart (I have too many mombcrships) )

sce Battle of the Bulge, Corrigedor/Baatan or

other battles havmg reunions even though they
all belong)ul to military units. Why should we
fose our identity? I plan o joining the 101
Association one of these days (I just paid my -
506™ dues), While L am proud of my service
with the FO1, 506", In Vietnium, and 5037 af
Fort Cainphell, T'am proudest 6f my service in
Vietnani with the 506", T hey were highly
motivated and professional, riot like the young
Lroops I dealt with at Crunpbell in 1/503red
from ‘75 677, We took tire of our own'and
we should not dilute that by becoming part of
a larger organization, If they want us that bad
now then Lhoy should have commitied the
whole division to Ripeord and kept it. A lot of
fine men lost their Hves on a couple of h:lls in
the mjddle of nowhere.
Mike Womack, C/2-506
Forsyth, Mo.




AND MORE INCOMING
P.5. trom Mike ...

Been in contact with Scotl Radcliff, T'think
knew his cousin Robert. “Buteh” Radelitf,
Robert was RTO for Lt. Jim Cam sbell, T inight
even have some putmes of him lak(«*n af Camp
Evans durmg stand down in (‘arly June 1970.

Have been debatd mg on 9(*11(1111;, this
fetter since I don’t want to stick iy nose in
other p(‘ople 8 busmees —Mike

Thaiks, Mike, .Wt_'_’rc' glad pow sent the letter.

Morg ncw members .., e

[ have emiosecl the now mmnbenslnp Iorm leL
is being used by the 101* Associatioi. I also
have listed below the other Ripcord V(‘L(‘ram 1

met at the Omaha reunion in Atl_‘{gl.lﬂl,

Rick Schroth {B/l()l Avn., I(mgsnwn)
Bmmd]l Minn,

Uwe Meyers (B/2- 506)

- Montezuma, lowa

Phil Kallas

Sl(*vons Point, W|>

Larry Frazier '

Greeley, Colo.

I havv enclosed a a picture of FSB
Rlp& ord I took on my way back from one of
my journeys to Camp Carroll, FSB Rakassan
and others, | don’t remember them all Tt is
yours to k(‘ep taken on April 24, 1970.

I'll be looking forward to recelving the

next prwrd Report. ¥ received a letter from Plul“

Tolson, says the rcunion was pu%L groal I(o( P
in toych, '

Sinc m(‘ly mrbom(‘/anr awaul

I loyd Rahil '

‘Sparke Név

And more ..,

Alter 1 manled my Nov, 20 lettor tho latcst :

Ripeol d Rq)urt arr;wd, and what an 111i0r1natlvd
newsletter! [ also lmd a long conversation with .

Col, Otis lemg’sl on ycstorday, and hopolul]y a
laxge contingent of 3 Brigacle will atLond the
Ripcord Reunion | 11\ 1999, Thanks Tor puitmgJ

my letter in the last newsletter, Tamealsor, " .
chairman of the 101* Association National
Membership Committee, and in that capac ity I
am r(‘spons:l)lv for rvumlmg7 an! r(‘lammgj oux
Screaming Eagles in the national assoclation,

- A few of us [rom B/2-500 dll(l HHC %“'
Bde. are still looking for Willmm} Willisms,
captain, CO of'B Co.'on Ripeord, He was
severely’ woundod in Iuly and flowii to ]apan
The last word [ reéceived wag lhal he was
rec OV(‘rm‘g, and (hat’s the 'lasl we have hmrd
We are still scarahmg, buL as 01 now no
information.”

I read wnh interest the LZ Wmdy Hill
article. Twas aw.wo of the lettéx Iirom tho 10 15l
Assouallon] prior. 10 the October rcumon Asg.
chairan of thc'inmi\l)orslup comm:llce I ha.w '
alwaye advocated that all Screaming E:lg.,lo
regardless of the time they served with the
101* Airborno Dwmon are always wolnomo Lo

*join Uhe association, and that this was an

individual choice. Your opinion in the last two
paragraphs of the article i g)rcally app{ma.ml‘(..c_l
and rmpmlod ' : ‘
The listing of the books by Keith
William Notan is also appreciated, and I'm
lookmg forward to the RSB Ripcord book,
Since the Ripeord Riport ts about the herces of

'Rlpcord friends andl supporters, Taving

nothing Lo do witl iy official jols with:the
membership committee, T would agree with the
opinion o encourage membership in the
national association, and keep the Ripcord

. Association as 1t is. You will dlways have my

s.upport

. Sinwroly airborne/air assaull,

Lloyd Ral\]l
Spdr_l;s, N_w.

Thank$ "
L T
Please aceept this donation tor the Ripeord

Report, Excellent jols in getting the story out on -
OP Texas Star ahd the Battle of FSB Ripeokd, I

ook forward (o vvoxy ssue o[ Lho newsl(‘llvr

.

Keep upthe good work.
Ted MLC()rmuk ‘
l*iml M ch,




LZ Windy Hill

A'saga of the eastern Louisiang' tice 7
fields and the teal duck that got even,

NOKLSVILL E, Va, ——Llf(‘ moves in strange

unleb, some largor than others to be sure, but

circles nonetheless. Some folks think in terms
of spirals, up or down, Like my tour in ‘Nam,
Adr’ dH.SrlLl]l op(‘mtmm in the ru‘%(‘d
mountains of western Thua Thien province
were full of circles and spirals. We d circle over
the thick rain Iorest (sometimes fon'ver) and
then xplml down to a scralched-out LZ on

some forgollen hill top, Grunts in baggy pdnls'_._

and 100- pound rucks would cllsg,org_p from lh(*

choppers and then they would b[)lr:\l bdk]ﬂ up

into the air,
I even came full circle” in Lhc, f1cld _
In'March I started out as a green first
looie in Charlie Co., commanded by that
tough-as-leather veleran of several wars, CapL

Vasquez, This was ori the fabled Rocket Ridge, -

viewable from Camp Evans and at a greater
range. My first taste of combat came quickly,

Sappers from the K-12 battalion began.

hitlmg, us in our right dolemlvo pmil ons, A
test of us perhaps, or training for the,

Vasquez pulled out all the stops and altea one

disastrous night for the enemy, Lhe mghmmo
attacks ceased, Rocket Rldgc Was ours, sorta,
- mostly.
. About 220 days | aLer, now _
commanding Alpha Company and after
Ripcord had become a dull ache, I found that ]
had come “full circle” back to Rockel Ridge. It
was Qctober, and the monsoon rains had
begun with the fury of a full blown typhoon,

- Wewent 14 days without resupply,
often in fog so thick you literally couldn’t see
your hand In front of your face. And it was
cold—40 degrces or so at night. We took to

digging up our old trash sumps to find =
uncpened cans of peanut butter Lo cat; {)no
LRRP ration made soupy with extra wau‘
would feed & fire team,

Now, finally, I knew what the enemy

was faced with in terms of just having (*11(‘)113)li
chow Lo eal, Full circle, or a splralf Inlorestmg,
twist of fate in any event,

Se what's this. got to. do with teal
ducks, you ask? Good question.

There 1 was, minding my. owny business;
when ]un Campl)t*ll (C/2-506) called and asked
how I'd like to go duck hunting with him in
Louisiana, “Sure,” I said, and we made a date
for early December,

We went to a camp somewhere south
of Monroe in.the middle of the eastern rice
fields—a vast area bigger than some countries

that's flooded each fall after the rice harvest.

Waterfowl tove it. [ liked it just fine,

- Weputon Ldl!l()l\_llld})(‘ Ll()thmg {ducks
can spot you better'n a se apper in 11100nl|5,l_1l.) .
and went to our ambush site—a blind in the
middle of alarge wet spot. We sat, and waited
for it to get light—BMNT, or beginning
morning nautical twilight, came at 6:19 a.m.

- Ducks, zillions of them, dreved tight
on schedule, My-Lixst: shot brought down a

- pintail; and I'shoulda stopped while T was

ahead, But the bodywunt for ducks was six

-and I'was determined to win tlm one.

Becoming increasingly w(uy the ducks
began taking evasive action. letgtm shells
began piling up in the bottom of the blind wuh

no visible result to show {or it, T eal dm ks wow ‘

partmtiariy elusive.-
Then, ane of thelitde critiars ])H”t il
up sh_orl rght in front of me and stuck out. his

tongue; getnned and said ¢in duck-talk) “Nalh,

nah, naly,” That did it,

I let him have a full three-round burst
of semi-automatic 12-gauge fire, Bam, bam,
bam! Nollnn‘;j The te: al must have been
wearing a flak jacket.

Then he Auttered ]ust out of rangjo chid
~alitile duck danw in the air, lurnod around

and buzzed me while 1 was reloading. Zoom!
And he was gone, But he did leave a little
white-speckled reminder on my hunting Shirt.

~ Dang! Score another one ot the ducks.

Sitting there, Jiny and I got to thmkmg
how similar ambushing ducks from a blind was
to ambushing our enemy in Vietnam from
conceated positions three decades ago.
Strikingly shmilar,

We shot more than we hit Lhe target,
We had to be camoutlaged and stay still.

Sowelimes there were:- duaks, somaetimes Lhere

weten't, You could hear shooting ol in the

. distance, butl didn’t worry about it, And the

one teal even shot badk, in ils own way of
course, Full cirdle? Hmmm, [ wonderChuck
Hawldins, editor
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It seemed, somehow, appropriate to close this holiday issue with a Christmas greeting
from Martin Glennon. Marty was a medic in A Co., 2-506th Infantry, and lives in Indiana
where he is a minister. Thanks, Marty, for the eagle and the quote from the Bible.

Praise the Lord, O my soul,
He satisfies your desires with good things
So that your youth is rewarded like the eagle’s.
Psaims 103:5

Marty writes:

| saw this card and thought of sending the greeting to the Ripcord Association. 1t
reminds me of the Denver reunion also.

May you have a peaceful Christmas and New Year.

Martin Glennon
Surviving medic, 2/506, A Co., 2™ Platoon
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