. Speacial lssue, No, 48 -
February 1999

Forfriends and survivors of FSB Ripcord, Merch 12-July
23, 1970, Republlc of Vtetnam o

Go to: www.herolibrary.org
Click on' “Welcome to HERO lerary”

Cllck on “Proudly sponsorlng

NOKESVILLE Va-—F3SB Rlpcord Association is now up and running on
the World Wide Web thanks to the Historical Evaluation & Research
Organization (HERQ) Library and its Weh domain, The Ripcord pages
are still under construction and probably.will be for-seme time to come,
but there are already plenty of items of interest at tHe site.
.., The goal Is.to host as- much good infermation as posmbl&,

_includmg indlvidual. retrospectives, pictures (with caption and details of
events), historical detall and data; and imuch more..There's a separate
page for Ripcord Reunion '99, and some plctures: from past rounjons.

If.you've got Ideas or artlcles and pictures for submission, send
them o Ripcord Report,

The FSB Ripcord site on the Web is a llvmg ‘cyber memaorial to
the battje. We'd.|lke everyone to participate as much- and often as
possuble -And ... spread the word to others, e

The assoclation received word via e-mail from Ketth William Nolan’ about '

progress on the FSB Rtpcord book. Here's what he wrote:

" The manusorlpt Is coming along. Have done several rewrites, It
ain't’ perfect but it's as good as |’ can do. In fact, it’s the best stuff I've
ever written—one reason why it may be taking so long. So far, the
manuscript covers: the history of operations in the A Shau area (1963~ -

75); the first battle of Ripcord (March- Aprlt 1970); the building of the firo

base and patrol action around it (April-June 1970); the "sideshows” at
© ‘Granle, Maureen,’ and I;tenderson (April May 1970); morale. in the’1015‘

during 1970; the: fitst five days of the battle as fought by the 2/506 (July

1.5, 19?0), and the first phase ofthe 2/5013'5 Involvement (Ju1y2 11

.T9'r'ﬁ9_rr'9w' s tme to $ond St G:r'an-befrrv un 100‘0

B RN ‘.",.;‘t-l _E.}:V“‘
Keith =r7osr om e e

Web page for the Ripcord Association

DEADLINE: Sept, 15, 1999
Please, feltew.these directions!
Step 1. Mark these dates on your
calendar; Oct, 7-11, 1999

(Thursday-Monday, the long
Columbus Day weekend).

‘Step 2. Pick up your phone and dial

toll free; 1-888-258-8687. This will
let you make room reservations at
the Quality Inn & Sultes, 6 Gateway
Bhvd., at Savannah, Ga.—exit 16 off
i-95, Mentlon the Ripcord Reunion

~ to get the spectal rate of $65 per

night plus tax. Our coordinator at the
hotel is Tricia Patterson, Come early :

(Oct. 8, Wed.) and stay late- (Oct,

11, Mon.}—or chioose the dates that
best ﬂt your schedute B

Step 3. Send a check to Fred
Spaulding; 7702 White‘Dove Dr.,
Indianapolls, IN 462561750, foF the
reunion registration. The fee Is $75
for adults; $45 for children under 18, -

- This covers the cost of the banquet -

(Saturday &vening), hospitality suité o

“and beverages and snacks;and the

tour of historic:Savanhah, including -
a fabulous lunch (Friday morning).

Let Fred know whéetheryou want

beef, fish, or chicken for the banquet'

- meal‘and the number inyour party,”

See-you-in Savannah. .- ..t




MAP OF SOUTHEAST ASIA

Liartabel Bt ¢ 42

Ch rﬁil'oli;gy _o_f Events L(_::ldﬁllg to Tet 1968

1945
Mar, 9—J¢1pancsc occupdtlon authon[ncs ptoclmm
independent Vietnam with Emperor Bao Dai as nominal ruler.,
Scpt 2——(‘ommmust led Viet Minh Independénce League
seizes power under Ho Chi Mmh' cstablish "Democtatic
Republic of Vietnam.,” .
Sept. 22--Frenclitroops return, to Vietnam, clash with -
Conmununists apd mlll—Frcnch natlonallsts inT oukm
1946 L
Mar. 6 wFlélllCC rccog,mzcs Democn alac ch Of Victnam as
“[ree slate” wnllm Indo Chinese. ['C(ICI‘dllOll ancl Flcnch
Uniom, - i .
Dec,; cl‘}—'«Vicl Mmh dttackzon l*rcnch lroopg il1 nollh bcg,ms
CIghl—YedkJlldQ“Chilld Wm R i
1949, . . :
Mar, 8—lndcpcndcnl state.of. Vtom.un established with tios to
lFrance. .
June 14,me)0 D.dl ds§umcs role dS clucf of slaluol’ V:clnam
nationalists witlihold support, E
July 19—Laos cstablished as independent ';ldle wuh lxcs to
Franee.

J|3 P L I ii‘ u ‘1

SE Gy b

!‘ Sy A

'

Nov. 8—Cambodia established as independent staterwith ties. -

to France.

1950........-

Mflv : _-J S «muounces nilitary and ccononuc dld lo

Vlcluam Laos. and Cambodla
1954

May 7French str‘onghold dl Di

Tuly 21—Ceasc-fire dignil at' Géii

Ve e e

Bicii P]lu fdl!S -
/4. Parfition of Vagu

17% parallet into Commijiifst hoHT atid anii-Cdin) 1

willi proviso' of fice sléctivns iit 1956, 140

Sept, 8—Southeast Asia Defense Tréaly’ (SF A I 03 cslabl:shcd

to'chieck: Coifinfunist upan%n T

By the way, I'SB Ripcord is right about ... here,.

1955 .

Oct, 26-~ chubllc of Vlclnam esls lbhshcd in Soulh Vlcmam
with Ngo Dinh Diem as prcsulcm U S plolmqes «ud

1956

April—Last French tr oops in Vietnam lcavc U S, mlluaw
advisers train South Viethamese,

May 8—TIree clccuonq o lcmufv the two Vlcmam«;
posiponed,

1957

May 29---Crisis in LdOS ag pro- Commmuql Pathet lao forces
“make bld for powcr

1959:: - o -
Aplil-mlncwrmc of C‘ommumst llmlcu;rmmd (Viet Cong)
activity in Soulh Vlctnctm supplled 'md dlI’CClcd r:om Nortll
: Vietnan, "

1960 -

Nov.: ll——lmqitcccssﬂll military ICVOI[ agmm( Dlun u,;,unc in:
South Vietnam.

1961 = R

Jan. +~—Norlh Vlctuam aud U. S S R clld pro- -Communist rcbcls
in Laos,

Mar—U.8. reacts to threat of Commumst takcover in Laos
with increased aid and dispatch of troops to Thalland.
July—1U.S. steps up aid to South Vietnam; increases role of
military adviscrs,

"1962 . - - . o
June 11—Agrécnieni on coalition govermment in 1.a0s
announced, -

" Oct—-U.S, hclicoplcr units begin air l1fls or South Vietnamese
lroops against Viet Con[,
1963 .

. May-Aug, —-Buddhist clcmonslmllons dgamsl chm

! “goveriment i South \/icumnl '
Nov, 2—Diem d%‘nssnmlcd itar mv coup sldrl ol‘ 4 long, seties
of shaky regi i il 19¢
1)( 4

Augj 7—C011{;,tcss passc‘; (mlr of Tonkin Resoliltmn. i
endorsing all measures (o prevent further aggression.
Dec, 31--U.8. forces in Vietnam total 23,000,




'Ch _ifqnp]ogy:.conti:_nuéd e

1965

Feb. 7-~«V_xet Cplu, atlack us, ugsmlldlqmls ARSIk g,
Presidel Jolumon orclerswlalmtory raids, beginning the - ™
bomibing of bases and supply lines in North Vietnam.
Mar. 83,500, Mgl§11l§>‘§ land.atDa Nangas U.S. conuuils
chnbal lropp§ 0 1L South, V;clthplcsc fou_cs

mxﬁ Nt H B3 SR A4 (' Wheisgsey s e o“f 18 i:’ Tt
Turie 19 Military junita, led,bv Ngyyen.Cao, Ky comes o'
. power in South Viefug e i A

“ s CJune 38478, Ay lroops inl‘hal meuor opemlmn zusamsl
Viet Cong northeast of Sdij,on. _
Julv 28-—President Johnson orders U.S. forces in Soulh
Vietnam: mcrcascd 1o 125;000; more if necessary;

- Dee. 31—U.S, 1roops in. Viemam lotal 181,000,
1966 '
Tau 318 pcacc oﬂ"ensxvc fails: b01nb:m, 3 of North
Vietnan.is resumed afier 37-day pausc.

B cb, 7-8--Prositlent Jolinson: and Ky mcet in Hawaii to

tliscuss goals for Vietnan,
Jutie 29—First1J.8. bombing. taids on slrd(Cg:,lC ldlgcts in
Hanoi-Haiphong area.
Ocf, 24-25--Manila. c011fc1encc of allied powcrq fighting in
South Vietiam,
Dec. 31---U1.S. forees in Vlclnam fotal 389,000,
1967 .
Mar, 27-~-New conslituuon for Soulh Vlctnmn
May-—Demilitarized Zove swept by U.S. forces,
Sept, 3-Gen. Nguyet Van Thicw and Premier Ky ¢lccted.
“president and vice prcsrdcnt ol South Vietnan,
Deg, 3L, S forccs m Vietnan ncmlv 5‘0() 000
196 8 ' :
Jan;. 31—--V101 Cong laugich Tet hollddy ol‘feuslvo I‘ichc
fighting rages i Baigon and Hue. '

Feb,. l%—«Addltloudl 10,500 1.5, trdops orderesl. to. Vlclnam o

nicet increased _presstirs against Marines.at Khe Sath and to
mcct Viet Cong sassdulis on Soulh Vnemamcse cmes '

Source* Irie/nmu ( 011/7.'6! Map. issucd {o- (‘lmck Ildwkms
when hie was asenior at"Wost Pomt :

How Ripcord Report gets

:puﬂbhshed

lhims }u‘;l SEY P for 1hosed fite G hikd ead
who don' dllcd(lv know how th*

ng
momentous dCClSlQll is: umdc (ueudllv Joneca qlldﬂﬁl

sometimmes more ofien, sometimes less), he'sits back, scmtchcs '

his gut, gets anofher cup of coffee, togs on to the:Internet,
checks e-mail. diddles around a fow interesting sites. for
awhile, signs ofT, updates the mailing list, gets more coffee,
then begins to work on the cover of {he newsietter.,
_ Wcll vou get the idea,

When the newsletter is finished, thc nmlling fabels
are sent to Jim Campbell in Shreveport, La., and the master
pages of Ripcord Report are sent to Fred Spcmldmg; in
lndlanapohs Tnel.

The tenston mounts,

 When Fred gots the master copy of the 110\1
issue——assumiing he’s nof out pl,winp golf or lmvc!mgr around
the country—he shoves ‘e in his copy machine and watches
while it grinds out 390 copies or s0. Then he gets a staple gun
and blasts away at the upper left hand corner of éach -
asscmblcd newsletter. Finally, when things are good to go, a
large box of ussembled and glapled newslotters nre sont {o Jim,

- who las been: pniicmlv wlitmy Al this.time. <yawn>

- Now Jintswings-into:action, He gathers the full
resources of his prostigions faw firm about him—usually a

“single secretary who wanls {o:keepr on the payroll—and fires,

off an order; “Iold, staple, stamp, and label these and get ‘em

- i the. mail asap.” 'This oticrous andl-sweat-inducing chonc
- “accomplished, Jim retorns to lns lhvoulc magazine,
Ducks 'B'Us, - :

Bul the cvclc of ncwslcttcr production doesn’l-end

" tliere, No. sir. This i 18 where- YOl dear readcr, come in,

If the nestiissie of Ripcord Report is worlhy, vou

will read it and share dtwith a friend or Tanily member, 17 it’s

a really good issue; -you will-ivrite a-letter to the cditor in
hopes thal he’ll decide 1o publish it in the nexl issue. Maybe, if

- the issue is rcallv. really supctl}~llmt is 1o say, Pulitzer Prize-

winning quality=—you may simply: fire off a small donation: to

hclp buitd the war ches{.of the Association. Mdvbc
This-completes the-cyele, - -~
Conlrnbul;ons £o'into an mtcrcst bcamus ruccoum for

the FSB Ripeord Association. Tlie Association is trving o+

save. enough.ionoy. to. cslablish a scholarship-fund for tworthy *

students 4t some point But we're not: lherc wét bwa long shot'
“Stay posted.

o )
RIS -55!;1 Pl ey o S

(R ?”‘.?u‘ii!’f'aun;, o

All compl‘xter pr 0;,1 ams; to bé consxdered rctu
lmpm tant, hnve to have a bu[., iz them

i




LZ Windy Hill
The Civilian Cost of War

NOKESVILLE. Va.—When we think o war and fighting. we do well (o occasionally
rellect on the loss of innocent lives of noncombalants——civilians who are accidentally
caught up in the inferno of war.

Civilians dic in war, This sad lact is termed in todav's politically correct
parlance as “collateral damage.”

Somctimes the death of civilians is intentionally caused. Civilians, women and
- children particularly, have been used as human shiclds—-by (he North Koreans doring
the Korean War; morc recently by Muhammad Aideed’s thugs in Mogadishu,

By the 20% century war had become total, and pitied endire nations against each
other. The allied strategic bombing campaign in Europe during World War 11 caused
the deaths of approximately 300,000 civilians. In Nanjing, China, (he bestiality of
Japanesce soldicrs in 1937 accounted for the deaths of as many as 300,000 Chinese
civilians in that city alone. The numbers from history are mind numbing. The tolals
exceed our ability to grasp casily the impact on individuals, Tamilics and local
communitics.

For a narrower. mote specilic perspective, one might consider the American
civilians lost during the surprisc Japancse attack on Pearl Harbor. Dec. 7. 1941, Thirty
four innocents, ranging in age from 54 years (o three months. were killed by (he blast of Japanese bombs and strike of butlets. Neatly
half of the 34 were women. Twelve were 16 or vounger. Of the 12 who were 16 or younger. hine were girls. Some familics sufTered
disproportionately. John Kalauwae Adams, 18. and Joseph Kanohoa Adams, 50, were taken in the attack, The Hirasaki family lost
four members, The Ohta fanily lost three,

Patriotism and American vigor are much in evidence on Oahu, as one should expect. Reflecting on the past there offers a
lesson for us all.—Chuck Hawkins, editor,

Two civilians died on
Ewa

Yaoko Lilliatn Qda, 6
Francisco Taoderan, 34

and the rest were killed
in

[lonolulu

John Kalauwae Adamns,
13

Joseph Kanohou Adams,
50 :
Nancy Mauako Arakaki,
3

Patrick Kahamokupuni

Chong, 30 Diorama of Japanese atlacks on the islaud of Oahut Peart Harbor

Matilda Kaliko Paofata, : is at the front center between the mountains at the end of the
12 X ' : valley,

Erma Gonsalves, 34 Model of a Japanese aircrall carrier.

Ali Harada, 54 ‘ David Kahaokele, 23

Kisa Hatate; 41, . Bdward Koichi Komdo, 19 Kivoko Ohla, 21

I'red Masayoshi Higa, 21 . . Peter Souza Lopes, 32 Barbara June Omellas, §

lackie Yoshilo Hirasaki, & Gieorge Tay Manganelli, 14 Glertrtide Ornellas, 16

Jitsuo Hirasaki, 48 Joseph MeCabe Sr.. 43 Jamex Tokao Takeluji aka Koba, 20
Robert Yoshito Hirasaki, 3 Masavoshi Nagamine, 27 Yoshio Tokusato, 19

Shirley Kinue Hirasaki, 2 ’ Frank Ohashi, 29 ilisao Uyeno, 20

Paul S. Inamine, 19 Havako Ohta, 19 Alice White, 42

Robert Seiko Tzuni, 25 Janet Yumiko Ohta, 3 months Eunice Wilson, 7 months




What a cool cat, man ...

". th V"Z R

IJIANG Peopie's Reﬁubllo‘ -‘mnaw—sta
'sofry, all '"but Isimplyoould hot Fosist using
this picture n'the: newsletter’ 86) ‘what's the.
story, you ask? oo

~\Well, first, Ive got’ the ord scanner -
-worklng agaln It blimps and. grlnds hut the
software drivers hang-in there.

Credit goesto My friend In Besljing,
RenHanwwhovmwmmdarOMWnem
plcture-hook Inte English. | did a little
editing for her, and recolved-a copy of the
book In return for the favor,

The book, The Old Town of Liffang,
Is & pictorial journey through Chinese
culture in one of the PRC’s most quaint
ethnic communities—the Mu Clan of the
Nax| people. Relatively new by Chinese
standards, Lijiang Is only 1,300 years old.
One seaction of the hook deals with the
music:of the Nax|, and that's where this
pioture fits, 1 think the old fellow's plcturo
would-make.a,great-pester for a 1960s rock
: ) s:¢f recent photo and these
guys are In-dead earnest ahout their
traditional music,

gl

From The Old ‘oiie;: of Lijiang, by pliotographer and-author Zhang Tongsheng, .. "

Special thanks to our financial supporters e
Al Jacobs | R A L T L

Bob Morton {(whoa, Bob way to go) - ‘ : '
Rod and Becky Thompson (parents of Randy Thomspon D/'I 506)
Dan Esposno




Progress on Ripcord book by Nolan ... -~ = o me i

g

Soe the story on page one. Keith ig gettingdhierel Jitst tosrefi e?sﬁ Vé[ ‘.m@mory. here are a few of Keith's .
othertlties Most of them ar stIII avallable in most book stores S : RO

BRAVCHE UM UL
¢ 00 30X 40, MR L oil

R
i, 1938

War.méans fighting ... The business of the soldier Js to :
fight ...—Ma]. Gen. Thomas (Stonewall).Jackson i, - .3

neratic ga usua]]y to b de at once there may be no‘tlme tp revlewihe

'vgi,n to ’thmk it tho' ih . 1fthe miiid s to emerge; unscatlied from’“‘{his relen oss 'struggie wnh

t 1, 'two qualit|es aré ndispensable first, an Intellect that, éven‘in the‘darkest houf, retains = -

'i:--some g1lf‘nmerings of the Mnerlight which’ieads to truth; and’ second the“ éourage to foﬂbw this faint igh”t
wherever it may Iead "—Karl von Clausewitz, On War N ; : '

"0
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' _naval bombardment of Salpan began onthe 13”’ two days before_ the Iandlngs on the 15th Opposmon was
_ td , > ,

/’-—\\f_.&t.y"'—:d- e

in early 1944 the Manana Islands became the next objectwe in the Central Paoiflo for U.S. forces,
Different from the coral atolls of the Marshalis ‘and Gilberts, the individual islands of the Marlanas are much
larger and the dlstinguishing terrain features are precipitous coast lines; high hills and deep ravines. Plans
were made, ships and supplies collected, and the troops given special training:for the mvasmn meanwhlle
Japanese alrand ground réinforcements poured into the Céntral Pacific’ * *

An Intense air offensive against enemy installations in the Marlanas began on .June 11,1944, and a

were sfomand dfffloul Wlth heavy\trOOp.:.loseéé "On July 9 the rnlesio was. compleie “rexcept for- mopplng up
operations whloh continued for nearly two. months et I e e




I:xercisc sm reatures ou

oAnoment. Nighttinie soun;

special clothing and eqi '&

March 1.1 and get 23 t‘ye\e meals and lodging at the’l:eiglnt of the tour!at seasonin

Jualy, bend e-mall reservntiuns to: currallef-(ﬁyoubetyoumsq com

EARINIR

PR IR




. B ": : - e
So glad to see Jeny s letter in the. Rrp( u;dchuH Smce Ius a(ldlebs was not wmp]ctc ploase hll 1L m for us.
Also cmlosmg check for pr mtmg, md postage We hope 10 attend the Savannah reumon

Beoky lhompqon

-Biloxi, Miss,

I've m'oyed'.- Hope.to see you in Savannali, Ga, this year. Please let me know about the details. Currahee!

Paul Mueller:
Barnes, Wis. -

I've gota iew-p _LLI'I‘CS that were taken during stand-down June 1970 at Camp Fvans. Give me 3 1ax numbcr
and I'l] send thé, I'fyou would be interested in any, 'l get copies made.

All my boonie pictures, ‘undeveloped, were in my rucksack. Lost contact w&gh ruck whcn I was
wounded June p) ;,1970. My personal stuq never nade it home, By the way, if’ yoy? avea 1 “)’0 00 R:pcond
- AQu g p;-onr Jm&ff 150970, 2“506 L e -‘-'B-"éiﬂg_l:@ ¢
ambushed. They-are on an omon skin of Log #2604, 0835 lus 21 Jun 70. It was inj

SET thiink those aréthe’

original letter that Col, Lucas sent to NG [effing new guys] f'umlles Enough about that, :
How muoh txouble are you havmg, in scttmg, up the Web Mte’? I'm gettmg, ready to do one fon the City

Mlke Womack ot h : . v
Forsyth, Mo, * _ - 4
\

\\ . ) . . . .

NOTE:A separate Rijjord Reunioh 99 notice and registration form will o el _"fq-mb‘_mbership350('”1.‘{-:,

(S

fny old 201 file, Also have
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In this issue ...

Ripcord Web site official .............. 1
Reunion 99, be there ...... P 1
Nolan's progress on the book .......... 1
Chronology up to Tet 68 ............... 2
. | How Ripcord Report gets publlshed .3
'LZWmdyHiII.........;......; ........ _.;.4
Jam session, Chinese style ...... i B
| Books by Nolan ...................... . 6
| Editor's history corner ............... 7
" Ripcord: Vacation paradise ........ .8
INCOMING ...........covvveiienl. O

Plus more ...
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R![)( orrl R(»port isa publication of the Baltle of
I'SB Ripeord Association, and is the -
authg atiye voice of history '01'tllé.’-[)?[t_l‘l(!_. =

- Sniper ... one shot, one kill,

?““ T
Rtpu)rd Report iy
c/oHawking - . - oo
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