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LZ KENT ISLAND
Shreveport, t_a. It _ain't Kansae.Toto.

STEVENSVILLE, Md.—It's been a too long now since the hig 30-
year reunion—a bit longer once this newsletter gets out, If you're like
me, sometimes you rub your eyes and can't believe it all happened,
that everything unfolded so perfectly. Other times you want to click
your heels twice and, hopefully, return for just a brief moment. '

Whatever your thoughts, Reunion 2000 is ce:talnly atimelo
remember. .

Ben Harrison (3 Bde. CO) called it the "welcome home we
deeerved but never got."” He's correct. The folks of Shreveport and :
Bossier City'fumned out to provrde an awesome amount of support ’
and media‘coverage.

It was'more than that for the 200 or so of us who showed up,
much more. The memories, thinking about those who fell in battle
during the memorial service, the fellowship we share today, and
friends oldand new alt come together to make reunlons atime of
great blessing. . |

The 30-year anmversary of the battle was special

It's impossible to mention everyone who had a hand in the
success of the reunion—too many folks did too many terrific things to .
recount them all in a brief space. However some mention of the
more outstanding contributions |s necessary

» To the guys who volunteered to dnve the vansto and from
reunion events—thanks, it would have been-a fire drlll |f you
‘hadn't been so well organ]zad and responsible.- . ' '

> To those ladies of Shreveport and Bossler City, espeotally Jim Campbell s wnfe Mary and her friends—we deeply
appreciate your decorating-skills ang being the wonderful: hosteesos and representgtives of yourcity that you were -

»  To Fred Spauiding and Jim- Campbell who did miore behind-the- ~$0BNeS work preparation and organlzmg than one

- can imagine—Currahee! And a tip of the Ripcord steet pot to yal. :

»  To Ben Harrison, who is going to be-visiting Vletnam to try to learn. about.the North V|etnamese slde of the battle.

» Tothe citizens of Shreveport-and Bossier City, with ‘out whose supportwe would not have had the reunion we did.

Tothe LOU|S|ana Army National Guard, Barksdale AFB personnel, Centenary College Choi, Strathruadh Pipe and Drum:

Group,. 101 Airborrie Dlvt3|on coior guard and ‘many other groups who supported the reunion |no_ludin_g the volunteer

van drivers! : e R '

»  Keith-Nolan and his famlly and many many autographs : - '

¥ And to all of thoee who ehowed up and. enJoyed the reunlon i’ the splnt of fellowshlp and remembrance :

THANKS TO Y ALL BELOW FOR IONATIONS

Danny Thompson
Bill and Sheilg Wllliams
Bob and: Judith Goldich
Chuck Shannor:
Gary-and Kathy Whitty
- Lloyd J. Rahlf '
_Ronnle P. Parnell:-
Henry: Satih, Jr.
Stekes MceConnell, Jr.
“Tom and Betty Austin
Tom and Janyce Rubsam
Bob-Morton
Dick Cable

'B W Teeklil

Tim Allen 1)1

D, W. O'Quinn
l.awrence Russo. It

Johh Serris

. - Wilma Knight |

Phil and -Shari Telson
Wilburn Walt

John Schnarr

Sam Knipmyer

- Kent Rowland

Bruce McCorkle
Chuck Hawkins

And speclai thanks to-Lloyd Rahlf
Jim-and Mary Campbell and Fred

and Bonnie Marin formany, many

- Teunion prctures

Let's.go fi_ehiné.,-
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Rembert

Rolllson

The "G" steod for Ge bnel but

“maost of us called him Rollie whenwe

knew him as the commander of Delta .
Comipany, 2" Battalion; 506™ Infantry i in:

1970. To some he'was "sir" or the "Old
Man," -and friends and family called him

'_Gabe We were alf touched in:5ome way
by-his frghtlng sp|rrt his’ prefessnon atfsm,
-and his quick Georgia wit. Rollie could

make your day-—in more ways than one, if

-need be. He brought "scunion" on the
enemy (awerd he colned): whenever he
hadk the chance,. :

Rollie loved: Andre: LucasmBlack
Spade the 2/506 battallon; commander-= ..

with.the kind of abrdlng and passionate -
fajth:that only soidiers. in-comibat truly- -
understand. He wept when he learned of,_: SN K

Lucas' death on July 23, 1970 as Fire.

-Base Ripcord was being evacuated. But o
‘Rollie didn't have much tlme for fears. He -

and Delta Company:were on a:mission 16, -

rescue-the: survivors in Alpha Company
who had been ravaged by an enemy

battalion the afternoon before. - | e
Later—years- Iater—-—-the tears and
the emotion over Lucas"death were still -
there, "l wish-it had been me instead of
him," hé would say, "i W|sh to God it had

been: me "

. God's wm Is Somettmes ebSCure
t0 us. The man who saved so. many, who
pulied othérs out.of tight spots time and
again, finally met. a foe he couldn't defeat.

Cancer c[almed Rollies Ilfe at 0438 hours Wednesday, October 4, 2000; He dred Wltl"l dignlty and with his wife Marty

Gabe' we will mlss you my friend G|ve our: best 1o the other Currahees up lhere and have a ttn of ceffee
brewmg forthe rest of us when we Joln you, : . _ I

Fr I

ML

A hero is one who knows how to hang on one mlnute Ionger --Norweg|an Proverb

~When the wrll defies fear, when duty throws the gauntlet down to fate, when honot scorns
to compromlse Wlth death-—-—thls is hermsm —R G Ingersoll Speech |n New York, May 29




Reunion photos ... a touch-of class!
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01, October

" Reunion 10-14, 2001, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
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Still more reunion photos ... no-one missing in action here! = -

Reunion 01, October 10-14, 2001, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

6.




Still more reunion ph_otds s'avinlg the best for last!

Reunion '01,




INCOMING ...

Just made contact, this week with Squad Leader
who was wounded same time as me. It's-been 30

was fotally unaware of what all happened. after
we were wounded. in-June 70 so | filled-him in.a
~little and told him about Nolan's book. Also trying
" to get him to come to reunion in Octeber. Was
Just cruising around the Internet when | found a
‘ladyin Arizona that works for a TV station. Her -
~ bio said she had attended U of North Dakota
~ (where'he was from); Emailed her and it turned.
out my.squad leader is her brother. She-hooked
.~ me up with an address and phone number. His
-name is Duane Bemmersbach. He didn't have

that I teck. Got my hands on a flatbed and have:
- since. sent him protures vla-email. Another -
; rnterestlng thing is that when | staned taklng
i 'ertten the names of the people on some of the
pictures. Names that { couldn't remember after 30
years. Anyway here are a couple. These wére

.~ 70. STANDING: Sgt. Gillesple, STANDING IN

. 'DOORWAY: Rich Thomas, M-80. SEATED L to
“Ru1don't know, Doc Rose (Medic), SSG Fowler,

o 8 Sgt. Bornmersbach, Currahee _

7 ,"“':'Z&".W“a'.;;';;ﬁ- i Mike Womack

A Profound Effect

K got to Vretnam on Apnl 5, 197‘0 and got to A/2- 502 a-week or 5o Iater just as-Co. A came: n for stand dewn i

after Hill 882 and 714. | DEROSed April 7,971,
. tam enclosing @ check for.a book and a hat. { would aleo appreolato any maps of the AO l don't know about
your unit, but enlisted' men in. ours were not Informed about what was geing .on; orwhere ‘we: were tt would be niceto at
|ast see Where the hell-we were. -~

- I'didn't know about your organrzatlon untrl an artlc!e appeared in the Anohorage paper about Iooal heroes (Gabe
Rollison.andMike Mueller). 1 am so-glad to’know that so many others remember events from. 30 years ago WhICh have
had such a profound effect on. me aII this time. : . ~ _ :

_Thank.you very much, S T : L
RiChafd H RO“and e JEETERE A B . olw - TS RTEI N
Wasilla, Alaska :

Wel'll get caught up with mere incoming in future issues.
Also, stay posted for some "crossfire” exohanges regardrng "The Book " Keith, we aln't done with It yetl

Reunijon '01 will bein Harnsburg, Oot 10—14 Detarls wil follow shorﬂy

any pictures fromNam and | had a couple of him

.years since | last saw him on that trajl.in Nam. He | -

taken at Evans about the 1st or 2nd week of June | -




28 A‘juglls_t: 2060 o

Ja mcs A Campbell .. S

Sadm.\ B ch'
LlGlllClld]ll General, U.S. Alm\ Retired

Sidney B. Berry's Letter to Reunion 2000

'Dear Jim:

‘Thank you for all you have done to facilitale my coming (o

.the inid-October Ripcord Reunion in Shreveport, T regret
“that I will be unable (o dllend

Iudeed ny prescncc at thc Ripcord Reumon (s 10} essential, .
Imaclc nuy principal contributiols on 22 July- F970 Whcn. as
dcung division commander, 1 decided that we should

\\1lhd1a\\ [rom Ripcord.

All credit belongs Lol-you in_l"anlr_\men, artitlerynien,
engincers, and aviators, who foltowed orders, fought battics,
endured hardship, sacrificed life and limb for one another.
and forged a legacy of valor, The American Avmy tean of
ground and aviation soldiers reached its peak cffectivencss

duuug the Rl-])COId campmbn‘, mosl nolabl\ on 24 .]ul\- l‘)? )

Thcre is.no gloup 01" men 1"01 W hom [ have greater respect.

adnuration and affection than soldiers of the Ripcord

campaign. You fought the last major American action in'the -

closing phases of a fengthy war of 1ll-defined objectives. lhal
- growing numbers of your fellow citizens neither inde
or supperted. Yet you scr\fecl\our Coun V W ell 1111der try 11;3
c1rcmnsl<mces

‘I salute all Ripcord veterans, living and dead. [ thark God

that eur country hds men of your- qualll\ Ma\ this al\\ avs
be so. : :

a

Pleasc make my views know to the R]pcorcl veterans and

their families who galher in Shre\ chrl
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They’i‘e S;hooting at me, so ...
I thought I'd phone home.
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