f ~ Forfamily, friends and survivors of the
! Battle of Fire Support Base Ripoord,

L RVN ‘Mareh 12-July 23, 1970,

) ; Ripeord Report-is.. apublication of the Wattie of
Vs Fire Support Base Ripcord Association. and is
the authoritative voice of history of the battle,
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RIPCORD REPORT

Dear “ Ripeorders and Ripeordettes”,

Repeated and constant effort to get the
newsletter out on time; has fallen on deaf
ears ... The first newsletter should have
been out BEFORE Thanksgiving; ' the
second one should be sent out to arrive
around VALENTINES DAY, as I write this,
it is Feb 10™, which means that we should be
sending out the SECOND NEWSLETTER
and we haven’t got the FIRST ONE QUT
YET...The reason for sending the
__newsletters out on time, is because we have
~ a godly amount of people, that need % put in
for their “time off”, or Vacation time, 9 to
- 12 months in advance... They can’t very well
do this, if they do not have the
information... So, here’s the information. ..
October 8-11 2003 .,.Charleston South
Carolina....Enclosed is a Hotel Registration
Form and a Individual Registration Form..,
As  we discussed 80 many tlmes
before...Please, fill out COMPLETELY, all
the information that is requested on the
form...

A sequence of events for the reunion
is as follows... Hospitality room opens
everyday at 1200, last one out close the door
and shut off the lights... Thursday afiernoon,
BBQ / cookout at the pool. ...Friday Tour of
downtown historic Charleston ... There are

numerous other fours-that 'you can: take on
‘your - own. .. Ft - Sumter -and - Drayton ‘Hall

Plantation are - truly spectacular. ., ;Samr'da‘_y
morning, for those that want. to; 'there .is
golf...} haven't got a price for that yet but it
won’t - be’ much’ (30<50)....5aturday
afternoon, will be a * Business Meeting”, as
to the direction we -are going or.want.to
go...This. will also be an. oppomme tune to
mcufy the newsletter pmble:m EIR

- -As for future reunions.. 2004 Des
Mo:ms, fowa (Bridges of Mudtm County)
Birth: . Place of - John - Wayne....2005
Indianapolis ~ - Indiana . 500 . Motor
Speedway....] haven’t Jooked at anything
past. 2005; mainly because, I had planned on
tummg t.hc operanon over to someone
else...... - :
I got the. ﬁ)llowmg “ Paul Harvay”
wmmg, from an email -Gen. ‘Harrison, sent
me,..J 1 thought it owas  well worth-~
sharing. ..

Wc med s0. hard 1o make thmg&
b:attm f@r our kids that wi macs them wotns::
For my grandehildren, I'd like better, . - -
Pd really.like for them to. know about hamd
me down cloths andt homemade ice. cream. .
and left over meatloaf. sandwiches, I really
would. .] hope that you leam humility by
being humilmed, and that you learn honesty
by being cheated, I hope you leam to make.

'yourownbedandmowmclawnmdwash

the car, And I really hope no one:gives you a
brand new car when you turn sixteen. It will
begmd:fatlmmumayoueanwe;
puppies born and your old dog put to sleep. I,
hope you get 8. black eye ﬁghtmg for
sham 8 bedroom wnth your younger_;:
bmthcr/swter And it’s all right if you have.
todrawahnedownﬂw:niddlcofﬁwmm,
but when he wants to crawl under the covers -
with you became he's scared,lhopeyou let .
htm When you want to ses a movie and
your little brot}wr/msterwams to tag along, |
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RIPCORD REPORT

hope yow’ll et him/her. I hope you have to rich need it, And if you eat it, you’ll die?

walk uphill to school with your friends and (Answer-....,.. sevreens)
that you live in a town where you can do it o

safely. On rainy days, when you have to
catch aride, I hope you don’t ask your driver
to drop you twe blocks away, so you won’t
be seen riding with someone as uncool as G
your Mom. If you want a slingshot, I hope . . (NOTHING!!!!H!!

your' Dad teaches you. how to'make ‘one ' : '
instead of buying one; I hepe you learn to

dig: in the dirt-and read -books: When you

learn to use computers, I hope you also learn

to add and subtract in:your head. I hope you

get teased by your friends when you havé

your first crush on a boy/girl, and when you

talk’ back:to your Mother, that you learn

what: Ivory-soap tastes like. May your skin

your knee climbing a mountain, burn your

hand on a stove and stick your tongue on a

frozen flagpole. I don’t care if you try a beer

once, 'but T-hope you :don’t like it. And if-a

friend offers you dope or a joint, I hope you

realize he is not your friend. I sure hope you:

meke'tifne to sit on’ a’'porch with your

Grandma/Grandpa and --go-fishirig with your

uricle. May' you feél sorrow at funerals and

. Joy at holidays. T hope your Mother punishes

you ‘when you throw a baseball through a

neighbors window and that she hugs you and

kisses “you ‘at’ Hanukkah/Christthas time’

when' you give ‘her ‘a plaster mold of your

hahd, These things I wish for you tough

times" and' disappomtment hard 'work and

“happiness. - To me, it’s the only way to

appteciate’ life. Written with a pen. Sealed"

with a kiss. ’m here for you. And if I die

before you do, I'll'go to heaven and wait for

you. We secure our fnends, not by acceptmg

favors;’ but “by doing’  them.

RIDDLE ‘OF THE DAY (Answer Below)' ’

When * “asked  this  riddle, 80% of

Kindergarten | Klds got the answer; compared

to 0nly17% Stanford University.

Seniors, .. What is: greater than God, More "

evil than the 'devil, The poor have it, The




past November. Services were held near his home in Vermont. Burial foIlowed a fow weeks ater in
Arlington Nationat Cemetery. Since his passing, the Ripcord Association, has received nearly. $500.00,in
donations from family and friends. He was survived by his wife Veronika, (“Rom”), and as0n, who is a
Major, and stationed in South Korea, Herb, will be missed by all who knew him. He was a fine soldier and
an extremely capable and competent officer. :

RIPCORD-ER OFFSPRING

Do you ‘have a son, daughter or brother, presently serving in the Armed Forces(on our side, of
course) At present, T can think of a few...LTG.Charles Campbell “(HONDO)”, CG. Of all Military
- Personnelin South. Korea, brother of Jim Campbell,.,.Lt Campbel] IV, stationed at Fort Hood, Texas, with
an Armored Division, and is Eresent]y preparing for shipment overseas, if they haven’t already lefi. At Fort
Stewart Georgla' with the 24" Mechanized Infantry Division, is Sp4 Stanger, son of Terry and Susan
Stanger. The 24" is also “on the way”. The last one that I know of is Sgt.Radford, of B Co, 75t
“ RANGERS” (1 naturally had to capitalize that, because I was one, a long time ago). Sgt. Radford, has
 already been to Afghanastan and back ; and is now in preparation to Shlp 1o another ovmeas destination.
Our prayers, will be with all of troops, as they go in harms way.......

These are the only one’s that I know of; doe’s anyone else have a son or daughter that is presently
serving ? If so, send me the info and I’ll see to it that it get’s in the Ripcord Report. After all, the Rlpcord
Report, is for all the Ripcord Veterans, and their Families. .. ,

Fred Spaulding (CURRAHEE’ ....RANGERS LEAD THE WAY...ETC,..} -
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Subject: Airplanes

After every flight, all pilots complete a “gripe”” sheet which is. meant to hst prohlems encountered
 with the aircraft during the flight. The mechanics use this checklist to make repairs and/or corrections. The
‘ ,actual form is a piece of paper xhat the pllot complﬁstcs, and submiits to the mechanics for action
’ “The mechanic MUST respond. .. in writing, on the lower half of the-form.. regardmg what was
done to the aircraft. The pilot reviews the gripe sheets before the aitcraft is put back into-service.

Never let it be said that ground crews and engineers, are lacking, for a sens¢.of humor, The-
following are actual logged maintenance complaints and problems as submltte' by: UANTAS pliots, :
along with. the. solunons :ecorded by the mamtenance engmecrs By the way, QUANTAS is the only major

‘dirtine that has never had a fatal acc:dem

, b= pioblem logged by the pifot, |
' . S*The responSe, solutmn and/or actlon taken by the engmeers

P: Left inside tire, almost needs replacement.
S: Almost replaced, left inside main tire,

P: Test flight OK, except auto land very rough.
5: Auto fand not installed on this aircraft.

P Something 10086 iti cockpit,

8: Something tightened in cockpit. -

P: Dead bugs ofi windshicld.
S Li've’“bpgé on"back order, '

» Autopilot i i alt:tude~ho]d mode produces a 200 fpm descent. : )
: Cahnot reproduce peablern on ground '

t.fi-c

* Evidence of leak on right main landing gear.
: Ewdence removed o

Y7 B ]

: DME volume unbelievably loud.
: DME volume set o more believable level.

[ 2~

 Friction locks cause throttie levers to stick,
: That’s what they’re there for,

o

: IFF inoperative.
» IFF always inoperative in OFF mode.

v

: Suspect crack in windshield,
: Suspect you’re right,

o

: Number 3 engine missing.
: Engine found on right wing, after brief search._

L

P: Aircraft handles funny.
5t Aircraft warned to straighten up, fly right, apd beserions. . . . o L o

: Target radar hums.
: Reprogrammed target radar, with all the words,

oy

P: 'Mouse in cackplt ~——-wS Mouse installed.



MESSAGE FROM ENGLAND:

No matter what your Views ‘on’ President Bush’s statement of'i upcommg war, thlS‘ from an English
Journalist, is very interesting, Just a word of‘ background for those of you who aren’t _famlhar wlth the UK 8
Daily Mirror. Thzs isa noton" usly 16w n ' lbnihl e Bss

Tony Parsons Dally Mirror; September *ll 2002 ;
One year ago; the world wrtnessed a unlque kind'of broadcastmg---the mass murder of thousande on lrve
‘televisioni: As alesson in thépitiless chielty of the human rice; ‘Septemibier 11; was up there thh Pol Pot’
Mountam of Skulls in Cambodlat or the skeletal bodres llke garbage in’ the Nazi concentratlon camps

An unspeakable act. 80 cruel 50 calculated and 80 utterly merclless that surely the world-could agree on
one thing-nobody deserves this fate, Surely there could be a consensus: I‘he vrctrms were truly mnocem: the_
perpetrators truly evil. :

But to the world eternal shame, 9/11, is mcrcasmgly seen as America’s “comeuppance” Incredrbly, anti- ©
Americanism, has increased over the last year, '

There has always been a simmering resentment to the USA, in this country; too loud, too rich, too fill of
themselves, and so much happier than Europeans-but it has become an epidemic. And seems incredible to
me. More than that, it turns my stomach,

Amenca, is thls country s.greatest frrend and our: staunehest ally. We are bonded to the USA by culture, .
language and blood. A liftle over half a century ago, around half a million Americans died for our freedoms,
as well'as their.own, Have we furgotten so soon 7 And exactly a year ago; thousands of ordingry men, :
women and children-not just Americans, but from dozens of countrles were butchered by a small group of
rehgrous fanatics, Are we so quick to betray them ?

Y R --..-.~...-«,-,-'.
- SRR

What touched the hearts of those who died in the Twin Towers and on the plaiies, was that we recognize
“them. Young fathers and mothers, somebody’s son and somebody 8 daughter husbands wwes, and
children, some unbom ‘ . ;

And these people brought it on themselves ? Their nation is to blame for therr metlculously planned
slaughtor 7

These days, you don’t have to some dust-encrusted nut job in Kabul or Karachi or Finsbuiry Park; to see
America as the great satan. The anti-American alliance is made up of self-loathing liberals who blame the
Americansfor every ill in the Third World, and conservatives suffermg from power~envy, brtter’that the
worlds only superpower can do what. it likes without asking perimission, -

The truth is that Amerrca has behaved w1th ENOTMons restramt since Scp 1.
Remember remcmber- e . S

Remember the gut-wrenching tapes of chpmg men phomng thelr wives to say “1 love you” before they
were burned alive. T : _

Remember those people, leaping to theit’ deaths Trom'ths op of butning skyscrapers. "~ "

Remember the hundreds of Firemen:buried alive, e e

Remember the smiling face of that beautiful little girl who was on one of the planes with her Mum.



Remember,remember-
And realize that America, has never retaliated for 9/11, in anythmg, like the way it could have.
'So a f'ew Al Queda tourists got locked up wnhout a trtal in Came~Ray? Pass the Kleenex

'So some Afgan weddmg receptlons were shot up aftér they merrily fired their semi-automatics in a sky fuli
of Amertcan alrplanes ?A shame, but maybe next time they lL-stich to confetti,

Amerlca,, eould have turned a large part of the world into:a parkmg lot That it didn’t, is a'sign of their.-
strength, American voices atre already bemg, raisecl against attacking Iraq-that’s what a democtacy. is for
How many in the Islamic world will have a minutes silence for the slaughtered innocents of 9/117 How
many Islamic leaders will have the guts to say that the mass murder of 9/11, was an abomination ?

When the news of 9/11 broke on the West Bank, those freedom loving Palestinians, were dancing in the

streets. America watched all of that-and didn’t push the button, We should thank the stars that America, is

the most powerful nation in the workd. T still find it.incredible-that 9/11 did not provoke all out war. Not a
“war on terrorism”. A real war. .

The fundamentalist dudes talking about * opening the gates of hell”, if America attacks Iraq, Well, Amertca
could have opened the gates of hell like you wouldn’t believe, ‘

The USA< is the most militarily powerful nation that ever strode the face of the earth The campaign in
Afghanistan may-have been less than perfect and the planned.war on:Irag, may be misconceived.

But don’t blame the Amenca, for not. brmgmg peace and hght to. these wretched countries How many:
democracies are there in.the middle;east; or-in the. Muslim World ?You can count them on the: ﬁngers of
_ene hand assummg you haven thad any chopped oft‘ for mmor shoplittmg o .

[ love. Ameraca, yet Amenea i8 hated 1 guess that makes me Bush’s poodie.

Butl would rather be a dog in New York Clty, than a prince in Rtyadh Above all, Amerloa is hated
because it is what every country wants to be- rich, free, strong, open, optimistic. Not groung down by the
past, or religion, or some caste system. America, is the best friends this -country ever had and we: should
start remembering that.

Or do you really think the USA< is the root of all evil ? Tell it te the loved ones of the men and women
who ieaped to:their.death from the. buming towers - :

Tell It to the nursmg mothers whose husbands died -on one-of the htjacked plains, or were ripped apart in a
c.ollapsmg skyscraper. And tell it to the hundreds of young widows; whose husbands worked for the New-
York Fire Department,

To our shame, George Bush, get’s worse press than Saddam Hussem Once we were told that Saddam
gassed the Kurds , tortured his own people and set up rape-camps in Kuwait, :
Remember, remember, September 11~

H

One of the greatest atrocmes in human hlstory was eommltted agamst Amerlca

No, do more than remember .,.Never Forgett R R e B

L _CURRAHEEg,;;Fr’ed; .



FSB Ripcord Association Reunion 2003 - Charleston South Carolina
REGISTRATION

(send in this form with your registration fee)

[ 1Yes, Illbethere! [ ]lcan’tmake it, butkeep me onthe list._' _Is this your firstreunion?{ jYes [ ]No

Name _ _ Phone

U e B T A Prrgg pRarneal ooy e T ol

Ades__________ UtnRYN:CO_ B
Clty: ’ ) TV R S SRR I SRR State. AN

Will a family member or guest be attending withyou? [ ]Yes. [ 1No, How many, idCleing y_‘oti?' o
Names of all personnel attending with you (for name tag purposes only):

Atrival date/time: ' | - Departure date/time

Mode of transportation [ ] Airline Flight # [ TPOV [ ]Other

Transportation is available to and from the airport, Please use the courtesy phone at the airport.

DISCOUNTS FOR EARLY REGISTRATION: Before March 12, $75 per adult; Before July 23, $80 per adult
Before September 1, $85 per adult. After September 1, $90 per adult. THE REGISTRATION FEE IS DUENO -
1. LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 5, 2003. The registration fee for individuals under 18is $50. Make yourghéck

My registration fee of _- ' ... is enclosed for : adultsand __ _under 18.

Your registration fee covers the following events (except as noted). Please check the boxes for head count.

WEDNESDAY, October 8: ...... Hospitality suite opens at 1200 hours.
THURSDAY, October 9 ...... ... Hospitality suite opens at 1200 hours,

FRIDAY October 10: ........eo.... There will be a tour of attractions in the Downtown Historic Distr 1ct
[ 1Will attend. Number attcndmg [ Willnot a_ttend

SATURDAY, October 11: ........ Hospitality suite opens at 1200 hours.

GOLF: [ ] Yes. Number attending;
registration fee. Cart and green fees TBA.

1500 hours: Business meetmg for Association busmess inthe hospxtahty suite.
Banquet [ ] Will attend. Number attendmg 1 Will not attend

[ 1No. (Golf is NOT covered by the

1730-1830: «cccvrnneens o Casi'Bat (open until 3000 hotirs)™
18303 vvenrens «+» Opening remarks and invocation,
s 1830- 1930 ........ weenne Buffet banquet,
Ft, Sumter

19302 cvcvevurveisssvesninensas Presentation of Ripcord Coins to newcomers

by Ben Harrison (Maj, Gen., USA ret.)
19508 wuvicrininirenssisniase Raffle of clock, and lamp. :
2000: ...cocrrenrirrrrens venee Closing remarks,

SUNDAY, October 12: ...c...... Departure, See y’all next year!

SOUTH CAROLINA
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Rzpcord Assoczatzon Reumon
October 7-12, 2003

- Hotel Reservation form for.
" The Town & Country Inn & Conference Center'
2008 Savannah Hzghway 2
R - Charleston, SC 29407~ -
Phone (800) 334~6660 Facsrmzle (843) 766-9444

: Group Raom Rate: 369 00 per-room per day, plas { 2/5 tax.
‘ A Cash Deposzt for first night’s room and tax.or a Credit Card Number is required to guarantee
E it thisreservation. ‘For those paying with cash, the required deposit is $77.28, dvailability of
S overmght gecommodations & group rates will not be guaranteed beyond.the velease date be!ow
- “ L Rate appltes three days befare and after group block dates. o o

: Your Name _ Telephane #
A dd’“e}i‘_s;'___ el | ﬁ“’- | |
Ar#z’val'Daz‘.e-;-:'." . bepartar.eibata.' R # Rooms;
Roommate Name(s) _ ) | _ |
- Room Type meerred B ng/Smoking ng Non—Smokmg
- _Double Queen Smoking o Do_uble .Qaa_en Nan~Smo_kmg

L
Suite & Other. Speczal Requests

“HAlthough we cannot guarantee special reqaeat.s, mfery ejfort w:!l be made to meet your. reqaest Group

group reservatiom as close as possible, the Inn cannot guarantee the proximily of rooms. due 1o numerous
variables maludmg varymg arriva! dates and rooim types : ,

reservations are blocked several days priorto arrival. Although the Irin makes every effort fo pre-block

ZDeposzt Enclosed - Credzt Card Number DR S ;Exﬁie"-

: Cardholder Szgnature Authomzing Hotel’s Use f Credit Card:

Check-in Time: 3: OOpm_ ._ ' - .Checkw_oat T-ime;._ ]:2‘.'.'00pm. '
- 'Group # RIPCOR -
Ta ccmf rm. accammodations, please return form to the hotel or call by September 7,.2003.

We look forward to seemg youin October!

b
-





