% :For friends and survivors, of the Bettie of
Fire Support Base Ripoord RVN, March
: 12- July 23 1970
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Just for fun suppose thls wes true
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MACV HQ, SAIGON (July 15, 1970)-—-In the fidst of
heavy fightlng on Fire' Support Base Ripcord, grunts of
the 101% Airborne Division (Atrrnéblie) founti eomethlng
to leugh about this week. -

‘Enemy mortars and rockets have beeh pounding
the remote base In western Thua Thien province for'over
two weeks. “Things have been pretty tight,” admitted 3r
Brigade vector control officer Ma). Oral-Flapp, “but
morale Is good and the men are punching back hard at
the enemy.” -

Ma. Flapp shoutd know. He choppered out to
Ripcord earlier in the week ona staff visit to inspect :
bunker facilities.

_ His. chepper landed In thé midst of a mortar
barrage and he quickly sought cover in a nearby: bunker
"The place was & real rathole,” Flapp recalls, "but with. -

~all the [orap]'going on outside, it seemed like the beeoh
at Vung Taw atthat moment,!: +- 1

Flapp dusted-himself off and Iooked eround He
had company. Two pairs of Gl eyeballs stared at the
major; ohe belonged 10 a specialist In the fighting:
position of the bunker, the otherto a priVate seeted
inside cleaning his M-16,

"Close call, major?” the trooper cleening his nﬂe

asked. Without walttng for a reply the soldler continued.:
“To {expletive] [expletive] much [expletive] [eXpIetive]
[expletive], going down:here, and that's a [expletive]
expletive] [expletive] fact, sir LA
- "Well, now that thatssettled o F‘iapp sald, "Iet
me ask you men some questions.” '
- "Sure,” sald the private, “Go ahead," said the
specialist, _
"What | want to know,” Flapp Inclined his head,
“Is how you will deal with the enemy when his assault
brings himrreally close In?” :
-HWell, we got ou rifles,” the private said “and
we got our grenades and elaymores " “And our
~ bayongts,” the specialist added. ol .
“And if those things fail," the speoielist
~ continyed,"we got old Sgt. Rock herg” .0 1
e Who'ls $gt. Rock?" Fiapp asked.
. "Net:a:who, rnajor," thesspeclalist replied, “Sgt
Rogk 13 an it Shew em Sliok " the speoiatist said to the
pnvete ot SR
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‘rﬁe private got up off the murmite can he had

bee} sitting on, fiddled with the latohes ard raised the iid 1

an'lnch. "You ewake ‘8ot Rock?” he sald quistly.
 Thero was a ‘scuffling solind trom Inside the

‘murmite dan.

“Yeah he s awake Lemme get his Ieash " the

. private séfd, e

Maj. Fiepp Iooked qutzzical and began to say

© something, but then Sgt. Rock was cut of the can and on :
the lead and raised up on his hind legs——at least 1,000 :|.

of them. He stared directly at the major's pistol belt.
Flapp's eyes went wide, his face blanched,

. “That's the biggest [expletive] eentipedelve everseen S

he cried.
*“Yeah, major :,gt Rock is a bugwe blg

[exptetlve] [expletive] bug."

“Well, technically a centipede is & member of the

- class Chilopoda, more like a WOrm than a bug.“ Flapp
©explained,

"We just call him a.bug, major, " the speoielist

" sald flatly, "a Y2K bug. Show the maJorwhat 8gt. Rock
- can do Slick,"

The private put Sgt Rock through his-paces,

. The glant centipede knew the bunhker inside out, knew

~ the fighting position cold—ihe location of the claymore

- switches, where the prtmary direction of. fire markers oo
" were, everything '

i “Ya ought’a 566 him pitch: grenades, major,"the: -
prlvate sald. “He can puil pins and toss a. dozen or so at.

' once; fire the M-16 4t the same time, and have Iegs left
: overto scratch his butt.” ‘

“Dang," exclaimed Flapp, scratching his head

 ihat s impressive. But you. called him a Y2K bug, why Is ‘_ '
: that?" | -

LWl major Roek here héaé these two: poison

i front legs," the private answered: “He stung one of the
| 5. Kit Carson scouts once who got to nosy, and the guy let _
- out ayell that could be heard on Hill 806."

“That's right, major,” the speciallst added, “had a

© patrol over thereatihe time, They heard It plain as day." -

"80 we figured,” the private finished, “that If Sgt.

© Rock ¢an make amany 'yeit two kttometers‘ thet we d oait

him our Y2K bug." @ "+

{GROAN ... remember, you'read !t'-h"ere-'-ﬁrst:- Have a

- great New Year—Chuck Hawkins, edifor)




Getting ready for R:pcord Reunion 2000

SHREVEPORT*PIans are in progress for a great 30—
year reumon nexl year in Shreveport, LA,
: A maéimarial ceremony will be held.at the Cadgm-
Bossier Parish: \NarMemonal A granite block with the
appropriate inscription will-be laid at the memorial
honoring all of those men who fought and dled m lhe
‘Ripcord batlle, IO
The cefémdny Will-be quite impress{ve and ’
“efforts &ré currently be)hg imade to see ifa pass in™’
review of some 6t hanoring the members of the

Ripcord Association will occur at the ceremony. Details

of the ceremony and the upcoming reunion will be
forlhooming in the. next newsletter, :
_Any donations to help defray the costs of the :

granite block will be most appreciated. Mail all checks to

Fred Spaulding at: ?702 White Dove Dnve Indianapolls
IN 46256.1750. Thanks, . -

Once | am more concrete about what | can . !
arrange; | will furnish.you the complete arrangements 50
hat future newsietters can reflect what is ultimateiy :
_pldnned ‘) _

CurraheemJamea H Cdmpbell

Mark your Ultﬂddlsnow S
Reunion 200 will be in
Shyr evcport, Lmnsmnd in

' Ouober 3 _

We’l ¢ not sm ¢ oi the dates yut

12-16). Stay, tum,d

llntd anc} travcl mt()rmatlon
wnll bL 1 forth
thc nm slct

vEam

You can. sta:é Dééth in the. face as often as you want R

But when he opens his eyes, watch out.

: Egos begin wars, lds-end them.. - . ¢ :;]'.‘1 :

EELLET S

~In this speuial issue of Rtpcord Report

Onthe following pages you wlll find a listing of names

and addresses. of the Battle of Fire Suppoert Base - -
Ripcord Association], also known as the FSB Ripcord
Association, doing businéss as the FSB R1pcord S
Survivors Assocuatlon angd otherwise known as the plain
old Ripcord Assouatlon But, hey, whal's ina name? . .
S IR PN '-":" RN R TN S
Let the editor knOW‘ i T R O R R
Poody T B Al -
Puleeeze . ifyour namé or address is Incorrect, Iel the
editor know. Many of the names don’t have a unit listed.
It you want your unlt listed, et the editor know. If you no
longer want to be on the malling list, let the editor know.
If you dont want ypur name and address given out.in the.
future, let the editor know, If you don't see someone on

~ the list who you re looking for, tet thé editor know and. m(,'
 name you're searohmg forwnl be listed in future

newsletters. If you have a ohange of add;esa let the
editor know. . _

In short, if It has o' do with the newsletter or 1he L
membership roster, tet the editor know. -

Chuck Hawkins.

| Editor, Ripcord F?a,ébrt

if it has to clo with conlrlbutions money, flnances and

~ things like that,;lel.Fred Spaulding-know.

[t will either be over the . . .« 'j
| Columbus Day weekend (Oct 5=
1 9),0r the tollowmg wcek (()Lt.' -

‘ Recent donatlons '

KarInJ Loke (E)on Wo;kmansslsmr - 506)

| Phil Kalias (A/1-601) .
| Mike Renner (A/2-11 Any)

: F’noqress, on "thebr ok |

 Keith William: Nolan hab sent his Battle of Ripcord

- manuscript at Presidio: Press and is rounding-up -
photographb 104 send to Presidio. No word yet on a

* publicaiion date, but expect another six monthsibefore

Prasidio gets it to market.
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E(f5|tlt11_.l}0»\fit'zer on Ripcord during the siege. Note.
how it is propped up on ammo boxes, This was done so
the tube.could be depressed to fire downhill from
Ripcord o ergage encmy posmonq m lhe vallcy ;md
ndg,cs to the soulhcast

The Coc Musit mountain and ridge 11nc are in the back

ground of both piclures.

Quad 50 on Ripeord during the sicge. This
devastatingly cffective weapon brought “scuttion” on
_ the eviemy, particutarly during their mg,ht time assaulls
ConHillgos,

Photos -cbuﬂejsy- of Jack Wilhite, C/2-506 :

Thanks Jack, and a tip of -the‘Ripcord “steel pot” lo yal
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in (his issue...

HAPPY Y2K

Y2K bug found onARipcor(l vrereennens Page 1o
Ripcord Reunion *00 .....ovviieinnninn, Pige 2
ASS()Ci&ltiOll llOS‘el’ (RN R RS l)agcs"g

Rivcord Report o

Ripcord Report is n publication of the Battle of
Fire Support Base Ripeord Association, and is
the authoritative voice of history of the battle.
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