
Brutal Battles of Vietnam: America’s Deadliest Days, 1965-
1972 is VFW’s contribution to the 50th anniversary of the 
Vietnam War. This 480-page book covering some 100 military 
actions is an outgrowth of VFW’s award-winning magazine series 
called Vietnam’s Deadliest Battles. Running over seven years, its 
excellence was recognized with 13 national magazine awards.  

Genuinely a one-of-a-kind work, it provides the most compre-
hensive battle history of the war yet published in a single volume. 
Brimming with compelling stories, the book focuses exclusively 
on the perspective of the fighting man. Virtually all of the deadli-
est engagements are covered concisely. The high drama of the bat-
tlefield is felt through words and 700 pictures.   

Easy-to-read chapters convey the essence of combat through fast-
paced vignettes. Stirring first-person accounts reveal the raw emo-
tions of the men at the tip of the spear. Insiders—actual participants 
themselves—tell what it was like to be in life-and-death situations. 
You will learn about both elite and regular units far too often for-
gotten. Famous battles such as Khe Sanh and Hue appear on these 
pages. But more important, numerous firefights that you should 
have but never heard of get long overdue recognition.           

Unlike many histories that treat the war as if it ended by mid-
1969, Brutal Battles presents a complete picture of the fighting to 
the bitter end. Special features, fascinating sidebars, helpful maps, 
numerous charts, a listing of the war’s most highly decorated vet-
erans, splendid illustrations and the most in-depth combat chro-
nology ever compiled complement the riveting chapters. In all, 
this book contains a treasure trove of information backed by 
exhaustive research, making it a must-have reference.  

Filled with accounts of amazing human endurance and incred-
ible bravery, here is a book that veterans, military historians and 
family members alike can enjoy. While ensuring the legacy of 
those who served, it also makes a wonderful family keepsake.
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RICHARD K. KOLB: Publisher and editor-in-chief of VFW magazine for 27 years (1989-2016), Kolb worked on this project over 10 
years with input from hundreds of veterans. He partially authored and edited Faces of Victory (a two-volume history of WWII), 
Battles of the Korean War: Americans Engage in Deadly Combat, 1950-1953, Cold War Clashes: Confronting Communism, 1945-
1991 and Combat Action: Cambodia to the Balkans, 1975-1991. Kolb served in Vietnam with the 4th Infantry and 101st Airborne 
divisions during 1970-71 in the Central Highlands and I Corps as an artillery RTO. 

HOW TO ORDER: Available from the VFW Store, 406 W. 34th Street, Kansas City, MO 64111.  
Call 1-800-821-2606, or go online to www.vfwstore.org. Ask for Item #4767.
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READER /PEER COMMENTS ON SERIES

“Powerfully written, these stories pull you in and won’t let 
you go. The wordsmith’s craft at its finest.”   
—APEX GRAND AWARD JUDGE

“Extremely well written, documented and filled with details 
of individual’s actions and participants’ unit movements. 
The descriptions of valor are particularly fair and poignant. 
This approach lends strength to each story’s authenticity. 
The truth, in all its raw form, is the only way to learn and 
benefit from history.”    
—DOUG SJOBERG, U.S. NAVY VIETNAM VET


