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ffWa regret this situatic

/ tha Newsletter oontents,
-_ anqgintoﬂg hewarding fubura..;_uu

I Tom Chaﬂe ‘ . _
- Viet Yiew Gra:hioa)x

Chip Qollina R
“{Ripgord Agsociation}

- _* FqlitiQﬂl 501anqe Glass;

i The?intantipn of thia Nawsl @ .1

- . FSB Ripoord, RVN. The sventis, .the, _
-; written by ﬁhog@ that served there, We want

- or her family or friends, We encourage yol'to write, eall.and.t

a) age to ug with your fee
t@ QB-OV@ us ‘ve grow and yoyr 4
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P@raippgny Hill? Hiah ﬁcho_,-_._‘m_

N vae wmme |
"”fiﬁ* LTQ Bob Se;tg

. coﬂmoxwoas ;Th .
o % Ohip Collins |

AR

-,'* Ray B ackman

“: Qmerieﬁ : at tim@ are being

people; the humor, the 1
ntodhis to'be ‘a ‘healthy. exgeri.n or. the'

lings aboutour Newsletter -or. Ripogrd inf;_mz
nitinl 1nput ks neceﬁsary. SR I

hgse Vetaranﬂ Hho ara still troubled by their Vietnam experience
n, but cap pot shape naaponaibility for theip reactions regarding
Ideally, thig Newgletter wil 'help all of ug. through opr paat
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forts on:the RIPCORD NEWSLETTER, I was .

Blaokiqja

eading
To. Die“ I was

" chopper hit 'the . LI, it orashed -and

Yo

‘Keep up the. good worls!. ,;‘“L

-old Nam ers prodeator broke. 1 did - run
crogs gome you might be interested

3m :
ell,

‘threw in a couple I thonght you

dink spotter - plane ‘and- gtole his

“don't, know how they did it
kapt the trail open, .
. aR

s

Lt

Enoloaqd is a Qantribution for your fine fgi

extremely. plaaaed ‘with -the cover of - the.ﬁ
Aprd issue with thﬂﬂE"ﬂAMBURGER L

g0 arlas Hawkins "The _Wi;l'.;
“gtruck with - ‘@ oage of i
" dedayu concerning - hiag main ‘character, -
rgeant Smith In Qctober of 1969 Co A
27506%h was on" “the oMz aﬁgiating in’ “the -
deployment of the’ Marines and. I wag ~at
"-the. chopper pad waiting to go hack ~when
clomet a ChBPrY PRC- - that - Wag. 5Qared_i;l”
.*ﬁhitlesa ahout’ going  to. the  field, .7
told hin every little oommon sense . triok=~
T knsw. 40 holp him survive but- when ~the -

}11’11 be at N
Vietnsam Veterans ‘Reunion hut I -don’t know

weLigre  going  to Bt
3Helioopter Pilot Heuniqn That ahould be

'-As aver, :

_ _ " Ken. Mayberrv
SRS - Bradshaw, NE

1 alap Want to thank Julian ;Montville,- S
rom Louiaiana, who . Qalled me last . waek[\_rg@uf“

(he got my jpumber from your. newsletter), = =

We never met but we had a ‘yery endqyable

conversation and it would not - have been .

possible without the' "RIPCORD - REPORT'

vO%led over, Rilling him and one other{;?

;June, 1988

;knew I had some’ alidea é?ﬁ what 'Waa:‘g'
oft of - Ripcord after the Arc Lite, I
ot about half way through them and my ' .

f[I have 4 ceuple queations for you right '

.- now that you may want to print (actually
gure if ‘they’ll- reprint VEry,?_~

ight - endoy They are of the Ho Chi Minh -~
trail deep in Laug, Of _oourse We - Were..
NEVER there because we” weren’t allowed: "'
0. oross the border, Whioh leads to a-. -

eat. war gtory about how we foroed: downf*fﬁiThat’s about 1t for pow, 'Id dust like tof

“say again that I really" appraoiatq all
" * the help you and -all the ‘others have .
‘given mé and for letting me Join yourj" !
...organization, ;. - _ '

amera . from whiqh these  pictures were -
roduced; 0f - courge it  would take too "
~long totell ao I'1l let it go at that,
Notioe the homb cratere from B 62'a, I w_ ;
but, thex.:gffSinoerely, :

o W, T. Ripley
- Decatur, IN

.:; ﬁ0na of my piqturea is Ripoord, probably :

- ‘taken when we CA'd bagk in to pick up a
-f‘body that was left behind, It looked as
though' bhey tried to defoliate the. area
“Rith 500 )b, ‘hombs, I remember thinkng at
‘the time, this must -be what the moon
surface wmust  look -like, I originally
L thought. the ~otheér “pioture was Ripeord
;Lpalso byt the more I look at it I don't-
o believe it i3, Mayhe,you. will “recognize
‘ it I wiah now I+ would have labeled them '

Plabte- for the Nabrask&

about Omaha, The. Ath of July my wife and
“Worth for. a Nam

‘fun

;*Hope you endoy the pictures When I gét ‘
“-anpther “projector I'll: go” through my .
:,other slides and sand mo s

u.-...........ez.

;"Thank you yery much« for all the new;j*
_.informﬂtion - -that "you sent- me,_”tIk T
o aspecially liked the one ~ahout the S
" “Yalentines Day Magsacre. I also want to
. thank you for letting me be & member of v
- your organization, ‘evan though T didn’t BRI
©ooserve, As I ‘write ‘to more and ‘more s o
oD veteranﬁ; hoth - from World War TII: apd '
. Vietngm, I'm finding “that  they let me
++ Join their organizations, not to mention
:T get'a lot of anoouragement ‘on my museum
'_and I make a lot of friends this way '

oneg ig- Dada) ‘The first; how did you deal

" wWith ‘the 'gonstant or almost oonstant
_.exhauhtion?, -and the second; how did you .-
“keep from falling out of the heliqoptgrs- o
* while they Were. in flisht? e




iff aroup 8 copple very good questions:

:jcm&kﬁ -a - gteep hank before . you .

S for that (as

! determination,

" 7?&1- NQTES ;
"A”Wm_ T Ripley haﬁ written :tn &ﬂ
with © th

~first; chow did . you: deal.

e Thase two queationa arg. tied together,.n-*
.7 ap odd gort of way. The weight of .yewr
“ ruck would help keep : you. from . falling *
oo oont of the heliqutera vhile .in flight, -
. thep Wear: you out @noa qn bhe ground L

 ,f,For th@ mnub yurt 1t Has fairly Eafa%
“yiding dn the choppavs, that “is .unless

he . out to QVBPYOHQ.,,TN

coustant or almost constant’ gﬁhauﬁtion?agnurx 2
vi-and the seeond; how did ~you  keep:fxom
o falling obt- of the hellcopters- while
~ they yare in flight? Sinoe we all dealt
_ with different gituations . ip diff@rent;:#;$
. ways please feel free 1o halp ua gngﬂarq_é
fﬁ.qu T'ﬁ ﬁqaﬁtiona. s

-?.Anyone
;- contact, John Mihalko at 10 Leaiqn
Whippﬁny, N I 07981

iy o ERN

}:Z?TEThLﬂ Yaavﬂ Ripcérd reunion will be held.f’fs
. "in Whippany,,

L N:J, from . Octobar Tth
. - theough the 10th, A seperste ma ling with
Coedetalls about, the. reuniqn Vill b

sent -,

interested in attendins

yol were under fire and the pilot had to L

ER:ITEER

weraa ”
0 raettled in, If you started to. alide coud
- -1, the door . you - yried grabbing anythina_c,
1 that wag holted down, like the pilots or. .
dooy” gunners chair. If it wag too lgte; g
S it was for me when ‘we .
4! extracted from Hill 805) ‘you prayed that -

i someone would grab you,, “Thgnks aga}n ;

T dealt, with axhauation bV Bettinsﬁ mﬁd “éi.f}é-ﬂ
.. Someong would move a pin - about .a . half = S

“inch on g map and expeot us 4o be there
by noon. I'd love to have shown them..a .
.- ride yiew of that map. For some reason .I. .

- Buess they ‘thought..we could walk acrosa

“alr, A map pinned to a wall is flat., .

. the mountains aren’t, You. ses, -
got pad about it, Anyway,"
and  wag determined to nake it

oome in , to take .you out i for-

I-gpdll g
T'd o get mad

-eOr £

-several reasons, If a ‘Medivac had to -

heat

exhaustion your position would be known, - -

Nobody wanted to be the firgh one. to jf7f .

cfall,
From tima to. tima,
kicking humps, I'd  even -
" contaot,. nothing big,
“watcher,

- wish.

. anything so we could stop,

“If the €O can make it o can I!" ..
during real ass .. 3
for . p
Just & trail.
So

I guess .you gould say. I -dealt wihh" H

- exhaustion through . apger
f'_Would keap ny mind off how tired I was,

o o
© 1 Black iﬁ e

or. anythtns else - that AREI

“'“ﬁ 4_ﬁggc‘gpéegﬂ'wi;h-capturﬁdﬁﬂfﬁ,

(4)

ahould”;-' 
lace,
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L5Q T8 new platod A-XaRN I ) : WLPEL LD LAre

5 new whet 1o expect~frdm him but he lookad very young Lo me. T gueaa‘lv

L uaedlto The: old war mpvieﬁ where grmzzled 5ergeants and platoan le?aers.
der tijan | --t, ' the

| "-‘Lanned, We were 5oing to be operatxng ‘sbout. §- mile from Ripgord‘which
didn 4 nqlp Wy nerygus gyetem any, There wag one Lning thet aid cheer me up. anugh,
Doc Speeq "oming out w1th our?team..‘ _ ‘ o

Juat “who he belonged to, EGhO company thouﬁhﬁ e belonged tQ

: gmpany and vice vepsd., We didn't cere which company held his “dyaft--
," We werg gled to et him, His uniQua'bzand of humOI ‘and: ¥Spe¢tive-“°uld
fwith Bravo team very WEllc,unxf_w- : ‘ |

. -q , “hoty! .
he-silence was broken with AK fire tq °“r,}3ar! _f=-

'It didn't laat very long,ronly a. few qulck burqts, but it made us all vary ,

uneaﬁy. There was :no retirn e, That was a bad- sign. It slso- sounded Yery glose- :
& wanted 1o PUT Bome distance betWEen Us - ang th@ ¢nemy to our reﬂr. Quly & few .
hOurs_of daylight were Ledt: and nqne of us wanted t@‘be on the move after dark. S

LA (:wonda e whab tha'NVA were up to and wno or what Were they shootjng at. R
;Maybe they had: observed our insertion aud were. drlving us to o wain force unit., We -
Chad: no ‘Enswers and proceeded with the utnost: caqtion. 1 kept reminding myself to '
“take my Exme ag- my EJES searched fqr anything ouL of Lhe ordlnary. R ﬁ

L Hexapproached B Htream and decided to stopq 1 didn't Like” being that close to.
H body of water, bul we had. little enofee . It was getting late, We hed heard no

ﬁmore AK fire during Quy trek and detected no' mcvement to our rear., At leagt that A
ag- a good qign. ‘We. backed off ‘some distencge fTOm Lhe stream, found an ares with. : .

OQd fields of . fire and sgt up’ for the night. S




‘@?mo$ngng arrived Wa cnqwed down. apd

“heam went down to the stream to. clgan
Qme ahotg pang out. We grabhed our 161 By ot
he sunfire was puxb and thgr‘

‘ ‘-ijf night passed wibhout ing"@enﬁf
b ready to-move out. TWo me
;aléu, Ag I WAS. qneckins my

”isuyﬁjcame back shortly e‘cibed - Ol pf bm%ath@ They raported‘thaﬁ e
had fired on a lqne NVA in thﬁ vater downatrgam,” They nﬁ@'saen each"gthﬁr 1pﬁ;'[

i, & i@hgr on the dray; to S

e

; no ner d;rection on. tha cnmpaas,
n the rast off our tepins. I believg they.
: Jwaa decidedlto QPer&Le a8 ﬁ-pl&tQ'n,‘a__'ti;

ad. §'.made Qontaot ainc@ in&értxgn; ég
24 Oupua; gup?nrt. s

We covered 8. lot or real esg i

o8t -0f the wey. It almost felt 1
“make ,ontact, ‘Dredk contaq '
ﬂgﬁiQo

$pball macngnag W@'d |
pagﬁqt‘

:wew% @he ba; 3

- head- i & different dinectipn, apd make: o
Fortunately, we took no- Gasualtiea, but it keptus ‘o edge, We broke byuah . -
lk@d o0, trailﬁ- It @idnft seep Yo mattar,-mpere were NVA &kl ngp_- T

'he7dﬁ¥5 Were ﬁlﬁ@ g@tting much hptner. qu t@am waa o paint 8 e made qur e
‘way througlh ‘g walley [loor, There wes ng overhesd shade op eover, The sun wep..
-40Ing us more . aamage ‘then' the NVA had done in & wegk, ‘Progress was -alows Some of

“the guye vere becoming gick from ‘the intense heat, We were all pretty near h@qt

-exhaustion R Y& made. qu way ta gu@th@x pidbelina and §Qn$ welcqm@ anadg,:,_,,

i 435 Wetmade qur aﬁcent yqu gqu}d aea:the haat riﬁlng up from the valle-Ailoor.
7 Word aEme up to stop and rest, Yg were all phygically. ﬁraineg and. exhauated, our .
,;.meiics, 88 WOrn out ag. they wgre, ‘934 one hell 9f ‘s joh in tending to ug sLl, Qup -
ong hour” raat turned . {nto - twa and. then three, Eyerywtime we 'q ggt rgady t}';
Uty yord unld comg . that somegne was still to, ] *

A don:t.think v ever did gq agy furpner that ng,_wE nee@eq oz than a%few
hours Test v roplece Qur lost body fluids, I renenhey Teeling ag weak a8 & kittant
mn@ maunhuin W - wareﬂelimpins waa vqryvateep ana Yery high, A .

’ The Hext day We' cqntinuad qur Jqur,ey onward and up'ard* Prograa”iwas aiqw.-s;.;_f_
i <urins ong o “ou’ breaks, gomeone neticed ‘something. gff on our right flani, W dgw= S
N cedded to invegtizate, My eyes widened with amazement We wene starlng at g 99%1tﬂ

‘a? o rail fence l;k@ righh out of A He ‘grn wovies oL

%f Qﬂ ClOSQr inSPEQtipn we a8y, ;hat there was B iield oq tha other ﬂide, We xol»
Jayed the Pence up the ridgeline wntil we could ses the Pield in. 158 entivety. Tt
,:wasn!t 8 rence at all, it was a carral, At anngse¢ tne whole fiali and it Wﬁﬁ; 3

!
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N : . : N
T
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"copral showe&*sisnﬁ of beins
. ag, it,t

_Ralph Mptta nd me wera walking

n-alack, Why we were chosan, I QOn'ﬁ
T differ “nt Le'mﬂ, ;

atQpp$ g ev‘ry few yerds, wg_gets qf eyes
£ Ralph wag looking aheadf_I;waa taking ¥
- ad

_ 1 ifGet thg
an@ unders with uaiand Wﬁ put them to goqd ua

: Qv
fire on “the guspected pos

a where 1 had seen the . tyq NVA, and.sure. enw.ugh

‘ & ‘ srwith & half eaten meal. A'xice’ cacha was. uncovered' méﬁy RPG -
i e found, @ - t*of AKg.mmunition_wa ke

.. Maybs hilg . wag . pne aame weapon_that fired \n
g ya 65¢¢ Tt didn t matte It belonded o us now,- ALl of the riee was d
3 the RPG rounds and. Ax:ammunition wes” gathered up, plaqed 1n one o

on; nd blowr in pla'e with a

: . han’ apything elge, it raprage bog 15
te proud foour“elvab and rightly so, Q :




“'Wﬁﬁ.ﬂhﬂrt lived howev¢r- Ib WpS gw 9$m0ﬁt duak and a, Qounber attack s f, R
he RPD way cpine in hepdy aftgr, glly ave) _ _Hiizucm_,; ower . of o

ut an RPD would: da in iLa stéa . wean glad - th _;Q 1¢41.;¢ ;“_W;_ i e

alone fire itg_} . B ;g-i_mfsg oA @”. RN

fo We wens, avay from the agén@ ‘of & mqat @%¢caﬁaful engagement, hoping e
‘woukdn !t gat hit’ along bhe way; Qup heady feeling had bﬂenﬁ’rqplﬂqqd with g-k@gn
‘gensg of urgancy o put-ae much diatan@a. 5 We ponid’ beuw_en ug’ and the' caggb; Wa R
knew that the enemy had to be plssed as well ag- hungr e had bean playing mag e
with them for almost e week, and the box scors’ had ua ahead on Holnte. : Vet
‘pitied the poor bagisrds who hqd“toﬁr p@rt_nhat-- '

i ‘w@uld definibe%y y' ;Qr ‘ '

Yo were. ot the trail,‘breaking bryah, which ghot the hell ogt of ngigg isc1~ ‘L
pline, Tt would have been & diffioult Yask dn.the daylight,. Qarknegs made. it prage.
ally-imposaible, There was no’ mo L @tars_ﬁ 'pigrc “the dark) : m@.,%ufi
) WA Yery steep ﬁnd treaqh&rguﬂ,~1,\,-' ; ‘cquld be. heard 8 we.
drovep-and 4 L ”saqm. ica% y,plﬁgﬁ
:novgment, ' . :

-E.f.ﬁllv: W had t@ ﬁtqp bafore ﬁgmﬁ-pna sen lost' op. hurt. we: sem up in place
the plide of the piountain, T dldn't even bother to drep my ruck, Tnstepd, Loused
or ballast with wy feet: we@aq@ snugly behind g larde ook, It wes 6ald snd
, DUt merelfully i’ dlgn't rain. Thenk God.for gmall mireelegy.T atill eouldn' t
: Q how“quiqkly pharweaﬁhex could change 8. than. two. 4 pgo, the.sun and -
|- had mad % dght y 'sattiaﬁ 8 faw

GXPQQT»G@ a’b'bac«k neva;' m@t@rial;i,zad. 8L pays. Q,E‘ gmlight Here g we:L- .
yight a8 they pengtrated the shroud of dgrknesﬁ thet” suryounded us, 1 wes tized
re, Bvery pwscle and doint in my body ached. Guv wag indeed corrvect when he
ap & few mopthﬁ in the mﬁun@&ina wou&d exagt # price on the body. Hve yone:

~-'ﬁ%%t9mM%m%%%yTg

;-th UP A Lucky PO 5&ﬁ ny lﬂﬁgﬂ fungtioning onee ‘again, From my pasitign-l
_gqpdek look around. Not too far off our right flank was & very. gteep drop. It R "{
.k'yaclﬁ that we had come ag Lap 88 We. had withdut anyene ‘getting hurt or going.
el edge, This vag darinitely the bilggest ! ingd: ﬂpaapqst me tain.xy . - @Qﬁr_had S

tun% Qf climbin6, ,iw,. f , - Do

R *thinued Sun Journay ¢nwgrd and upw.u . The' waatner took A turn for the -
:waraa ﬁn% We were agcked dn for twe daysy Starvqtipn time once ngain,. Junior,

-Bpeed pnd me sheved ny last package of Libton soup from one ofﬂmy motbar'g ggnﬁ | j:{rf

I*,”waslaﬂving'At_for C mainy I 5ht, gnd thia wag 1%

o -The weather finally broke,’ We Were' hopingxto e emtraqta@, but 1t was ngp to b@rh~,
We.Were to be re~gupplied 1n the field and DRIV ON! I Dever Liked a field re-gupply,
A kiok ouy tyom a hovering heligopter wes Like n double edged sword. The £60d yas e
;welgﬂme, but the helicopter markeq;gur poﬁ;tioq to avery«revenge minded NV&.;nfthe

G Hhat our Tiew miasipn was to ba, ¢an't recall. The rain ﬁt&rted once aga;n _
*h[aogking us in gnd slowing down all activity, At gome polnt in time during thpt ge¢ -

.’_T,Aond week, we were on. the move onece again, We were to take gver @, line platoon's AQ, SRR
'C‘T}ﬁemetging Wes' Upy We humpad for houra in the r%in, which suchs, 40 pay. the lgqgt.

+The rain finally atqppad and the.sun broke thrgqgh, ag we nearaq our new ppn }

(8) oo Lo ; N

-DQQH.?k':”



tagt: wag eatabliahed-w,'h}.he mine | i -ﬁﬂdrwé c@ntinued our
uprigys The ‘Link Up was mede in their ndp and I took 4 quick ok sround, 1
Akad. what 1 6aw, We comuended the high ground with en exoellént view of the sur
oundix wmtryside below, There wes also a(gigantiq boulder whic ‘

[l ; 1 : ) ;.Theyihad begn
4 had made np qantﬁct. That was good news for b
9. Doe. Spa

_ rom:thg warnth of the 
;hen I decided t@ elean i

to -e“righh. Our;sm‘l& 4 '"qntinuad, _when Spesd gxa ny:
“Gook,. Shoot himi' Prapticelly oked "t where Speed ves pointing
_;enaugh, thera waa a mpgq Nv' nding har: sLaring atraight apead

T gueaa na had obaerved the lin_“ latoon move ‘ut and waa 3oins 10 rummag
;arounﬂ the ndp. Gnly his ‘upper body was visible, I couldn't tell if lie wes carry-
Dg 8 weapons Here was & hunter's: dream, A pexfect tnrget, not more then: twenty

eet sway, and’ yet I waa powerlepﬁq I_held up the ook | W légand said.i
ou’snnot him" g SRS | . - | :

2 looked ot
otn aaida "UH~0H'" Qursintruder*hgd yet tio.
ad. It wap & regg againat time to Eeti@ux

ht of ‘us, The:

aught

aw nhat ha.was outnumbered,.did;an:immediaté about face
aacted)inatantly by -grebhing a frag and. throwing it in
le I broke all. recox“t”;n re-ggsembling 216, ke:

ventiuli We made no more contaét, and had ne
o weeks, -and we vere finally heading back. yo =
1 once ‘agaln.,. Wa had made & Lot of contaet: Qur body ;
* ok no aguaities ‘elther; We found mapy trails, aeatroyed 8
i Lon;: and Here ondng Lnto Evana Hith the capturad -




" 'wachine gun. The weather was getbing mugh hotter, but being sooked in was still
. g way of life. While we warg out in the figld, Rlpecord wes being secuved, That .
v g e R N L

. Y88 8 606d piEn. OF ves 467 THML next tiwe, - .
r [ " thi 1 ﬂ% "_, = (A ‘.'." . C e

% ¢

"-'i“?’b;.‘i’* 7
BN\ 1 MR
I\ TR T e

John "CUSTER" Mihalkp: /-
(with eaptured RPD)




e waﬁ sinqlg and.

Iy whi

_ dg: before < heing- drgfteu T
ved nthe:sane town bt nere uarlds apartte

- fuckin s Hith ue yat.“*knn; 2 noaden leg ith|his
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