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“.fﬂ;?I alm ”taset my museum up this month atj'7 '
4. the 4= fair near here, but didn’t, If T '~
..canget & Vietnam fatigue nndform,.; 4411 -
be . there next year. I might,e'en have N

R-=15 by that, time I'vegot. a “start on
the uniform, but not anough Cfor .a

kikeeps one from
5-pight o, The
-echnique far
" : A = Rin. . rapi
: ,htoward it, about-z 3-feet away, leap up
7 and. forward,  do’'a ‘180 ‘turn in . the air,i-ga;;m.
.., and. let the welght and forward: movement - - - - _
-~ of- the ruck-pull you in as you slide* in?*'-j . TN
£ 1 ‘ How,about it readars? 7
“high: . mchool ' student 5 S
. fﬁlnterested in- the Vletnam war~and Ripcord”,.;.
Coodn partioular Speaking from “firsthand |~ -

z‘ wifh a pioture'from W&Vf back 'when L
© 5 ‘would love to hear: from' you.' You ' oan- o
1. *write to i at RR #6 Dacatur._IN 48733 B

R John Mihalko_;;_f'

52 prettv g00d - book,
-chapter 1n At about a BUY namad



s

+“John Sch’ue_l-kge recently sent us

“an artical that he found in
‘the ‘Army Times locator file:

- ANYONE ‘serving in Vietnam in
. aither = Company A, 2d
*Battalion; - 327th * Infantry,
71018t -Adrborne Division ' in
870~71, or with Company D, 2d

E }'iBa't'tialion," 150184, Infantry,
1018t  Airborne during Tet,

‘contact - Leigh Fulwood, 2348
+ West Plymouth, Seattle, Wash.
98199,  phone (collect)

206-265-4065 ox 258-5004, -

I‘;fc‘bn‘,tact‘.edc ILQi-éh, Fulwood and
dicovered that she is writing:

a book about Sgt. Joe Hooper
and would very much like to
“hear from anyone  that served

with him during his two tours

0f duty in Vietnam.

. Was . ay

Mhile. gerving wit.h_ D, 2/501,

‘Blackie . | .

~LTG Sutherland p'rese.nts CPT
: (U.S, Army Photo) R

% * % VIETNAM VETERAN * * «

| 1.8, MINT, Appearing on the reverse side is the phrase, ““In honor of those men and
| world this medal is struck by act of congress 1984,

All phoses of design and markefing done by Vietnom veterans. A portion of oll proceeds |

With' special tooiing the cover o our finest quality quartz gocket watch has beer
exclusively designed to holdthe Vietham Veterans National Medal. All maving ports
are Swiss made, :

This spectacular medal is not a reproduction but the authentic medal as issued by the
women who gave-of themselves in an effort to insure demovracy and peace throughout the

The uniqueness and limited quantity produced will insure fs success as c_collect@ré.item.
Hand painted ta the dial is o POW *MIA emblem with the words, FORGET NEVER,

will be donated jo PROJECT HOME FREE. o
. A ., FREE GIFT INCLUDED WITH EVERY ORDER; To
' order your CUSTOM POCKET WATCH:
COMPLETE WITH CHAIN AND GIFT BOX. Send
$39.95 check or money order plus $3.00 postage
~and handling to : .,

DESIGN. ON TIME, .
194 Ooklond Manor Dept. BA_,
Highspire, PA 17034; -

_C'héck here for free gii.

Name

Address

City

V4 B —
mglgtely sattisfied,
Rl ‘

i

State

|+ Money. back guarantes,if not
1, by s i P}‘;‘{ﬂn
= R

oot i W e
- For Valor At Ripcord

: CAMP EAGLE ~ The enciny rocket struck the firebase with an.

~* explosive’ confusion of debris and - noise.. .A second - round

- followed-the impact sending mud and stones high into the air. The -

. sharp reports of recoilless rifle fire echoed across the hilltop, ° o

Oblivious to the destruction and danger around him, CPT Davig .

r Rich, the artillery. basc commander, hurried from one shell craterto -

_-the next carefully examing each in-an effort to lacate the enemy -

* guns, Suddenly, a shattering blast from. an cnemy mortar round

. knocked him'to the ground, =~ .~ e
Refusing' to be . stopped and disregarding his own. safety, the |

artillery cqptain continued to direct his men as they laid down a-

barrage of artillery fire on the enemy positions, Lo : _
“All'l could think of at the time,” CPT Rich recalled, *“‘was that -

we had to stop the enemy. We had to destroy his guns,” .. s
- Because of his hercism and devotion to duty while in canflict

© with the enemy ‘in the Republic of Vietnam, tho Lawton, Okla,, -

- native and commander of Btry, B, 2nd Bn, (Ambl), 319th Arly,,

5 was -awirded his nation’s. second - highest medal  for valor-the -

. Distinguished Service Cross(DSC), .+ . : N

{. Inarecent ceremony at the division headquarters, LTG James W,

" Sutherland, XXV Corps commander, presented the DSC to CPT

i Rich for his courngeous actions while on F$/OB Ripcord, 34 miles
?g%nwcst of Hue, during the period of July 5 through July 17, -

MG lohn 1. Hennessey, Chieago, looked on as LTG Sutherland

Rich-. with his DSC: at Camp commended CPT Rich, “calling him ono of the nation’s “linest .

. fighting men,"”

(taken from the Jan. 4, 1971 issue of THE SCREAMING EAGLE)

(4)
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‘}VEW PGST 5351

EEEQFRIDAYQJ

‘AEURDAY SUNDAY AND MONDAY
7,8, 9,8 10 OCTOBER Eee
; .t:EVERYBODY - BRING THF FAMIL

o

”FRIDAY - BARRIVE SO IR TEORCT R S
L 3TION*EARLY3EVENING:::.*'*' |

. BUFFET AND.RECET

' “&ag,;}mEPART THE a0 ;vi:.

Lo GONTAC.’I‘ J@HN MIHALKO. _ 201 386—9862, AFI‘ER /PM EASTERN TIME’ HOTEL RESERVA-
. TIONS WILL BE MADE BY JOHN AT THE GOVERNOR MORRIS HOTEL, -(ABOUT $60 PER NIGHT

.- FOR A DOUBLE,)- JOHN WILL ALSO:PROVIDE, DIRECITONS AND-GROUND. TRANSPORTATION
A8 NEEDED,: IN -ADDITION TO YOUR -LODGING AND OTHER INCIDENTAL EXPENSES, A
B __-BANQUEI].‘ ANB RECEP’I‘ION FEE WlLL BE CHARGILD, (APPROX. $30 PFR PERSON)

’ r"”"“\?"f"i
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L mch DUSTOPF KEVMBERED o
; iwﬁ;A ¥*t-~ " A'joint retrospective - - ”*““:.”"7~ R
S B By LIC, Jerry Rodgers and John Mlhalko ;_?,f’“hjfﬁyf?“sf:;i“

Ldgl DU?tOff had already qeen ]ots_of actlon on. aﬁd around

often;, -

coff Hue: s;had;been hit and bre Y3
Js ' ‘ aft. kl

fire,.
were handleg -

: T cEews woul ;rptate duL £8 B, y £or. a; wee

o daya at -a; time. Missions were“ca} ed into. "GharlLeEMe 1t

jompany, 326 Médical Battalion) and '
.dm-"A sprlnt from the hooph.Lo

e chepper would . take about
{yey. could be, ajrborne in
had to be,awakened,

uknew Lhat 1L would. be dange_ Jespec ally if 1L was dt'
v df hoist exbractian wag 1nvolved S

,a ni&ntmare, o )Leially lf tho ground
& sach: HU@y;wds oqul

jung :
as I recal

:L Ldble wa& dbout 150 feet Tong

V,J@y éyef had. | ‘cat , ul suld
) 15 i the patient had d]ready;heen loaded onto the jungle
L 13 : ) we_dqdn

go'ta,ﬁfwu;h';he gEound unlt, Lhe pii £
evel and hover

’ccupy

Aat WA ¢
_fnt panbﬂ apd hi

were. relayed Lo the Aircrafts -

the. crews dnstinct- f "
od W1th a o
mbyla

be.acttvabed to b]oWhthe capie'in rhe

;Rlpc0rd by the time I.got there in early May of 1470, “Several Dustm"if 
ought ‘dowr N _,

-yt

he ajreraft over Lhe.woundw\f"

"coordinateQKf'T



I Mdln rotor bla(o htr‘k@H 1ih Lrees wero noL unusual to our

SREE: uDusLoff oper9t1ons hecauge. lﬁJSlnk the dlrframe 80, fal ‘inta:

- the canopy trying to obscur

“make it difficuli for theu Lo gOL a clPaL shot . Ihowc blada StrikEu
.]wuuld usudlly not“n qult ln much damage bLCduse Lhe lLafy tree tops-“

_ 1fmy dpkrations officer questloned me suewf
e e :about b bunch of wolad ‘splint ers protruding: from one’ of my -
-43,1{‘bladcs. I told him we had been hit by a "wooden RPG." He wasn't very
. .amused with my story or with the 1ncident, whlch in.some units would
c U have, got ou “4iito trouble with’ the‘“@ldTMan, buL he closed Lhe
*”~,;inc1de‘ w;tﬁout further-ado. P f? : R :

S No‘matter how hard you tricd ‘thever, 1t was hard to concéal
;,~jﬁa Huey“Lhat has’ been: dellberatEIy marked with red ¢rosses on &’ whlte
... pangl, . The. result - was often’ the presentation of a lucrative target: -
- Torian NVA gunner: us:ng AK=47, 50 eal,, or 'the most dreaded RPG. %
t . -Such waé the case one day in late: May of 1970, when one ‘of our: air-

"0 craft'was responding to s hot widéston in'the vitinity of Pirebase~ .

Rlpcordtoitipatowtoooocooooo

The month of May, 1970,
wedther was' “inkssior i jus
‘;we wgre eifhanﬁmakjnb ntact oxp tuvn;ng something up, Ripcord’ may have been

! oy " but the. 3ur(oundlng moumta, were: anything but 8ecure. - ff ‘f

ol g ‘“'..:‘n@ by sayihgftnat I had an uncanny knack*.or fanding
6 s‘fThercfwas nothing uncanry~about wmy taleénts; the NVA. just happencd to be
/. everywhere our team dared to tread. Oub missiohs’ seemad ‘éndless, which didn't -
 ‘make.us Loo-ha‘py efther. Durlng one_streLch from laté April: till June ;- Bravo'.
“tealn wasg ! 'fn& for 44;days,"h unheard of ocourence ror a Recon

J,,-

¢ oiirteam as: we1l ds pofot - an.-It WA now 1atc May, e L

»"field in dniother:hot” areéa near: Ripcord, and when we'’ wohld s

t 7“*“one ‘day. ‘$tand: down, ids anybody s''guess, Ox, our former: - -

1@n.had taken over, CharLle teﬂm and wés in the area as-well as Delta team. -
tt i S

did find out How Ox- got’ hlS namo, bu .
th his' size. Ox was oné of ‘the Siggest puys in

man-of . his: &ize,;he could moye through the. thlckest jungle effortlesgly and. S
aany Whett he’ O 'walk’ poant he Lite y blazed a- tﬁail far us to fol~ _j'

zally may ‘other one wa golng bad- I do rtmember th t- we had
[of: fun with the,extra radio, T would:go éut on. a vif and call Juni ne.
sYn. using call. signs. known;on,y to us, -Ihe people on. Ripcord must,. have gone-.;
rying: to figure cut JUSt who Lhe hell thls phantom outfit was. o

Loy

_au;nooan-an-oonouoc&¢nnbuo;aono;-cvﬂic_-',{\'. -

wasn' L:much diffefent thdn thé.month of April The f fg;7‘
( - just as hot. It geemed Tike eVery timelout 2

LIéader”indgwe knew he could do Lhe,  R

his. tutolage as foriner ‘point ‘inan over- the: months ;He:wouldzbetmissedf‘bor L



;ouster's Luck” was . Stlll working
there were high. spead;t diL& al‘ over the plahe and many; fresh o -
is-off the elusive NVA, but no contact wag made, We foimd and idesl. place ;”-'
it ups It was neara tiny little styeam, if you coyld call it tha L
In't, have.bean nore: than-"foqt wide or .4 ep, but. gt ;epresen ted
"v] ter in abqndance, onl a gtoneg: thgo 1

¥=f%,AO may havu becn hot but so far

.ivoica came pver tho horn to Ripeord:
“him.\MQW;Ox;wasn_t;onp,to sca:e¢very
EfﬁcLent p ] ' aty bub his

a. tean alqo mon Loring Oxls
“eided to get ready to move. towards[‘x s 9031ti0
- Long when. 0x came on the horn again;. this. tim
Aqontact Wi

fire as. wel
!en~routa an

il ting thdt'he was in hgavy

'Woundod men, .courtesy of -an RPG. blast. He was. also receiving. AK
Junjor was -on the horn. £o, 0X tell;ng hlm £hat we were already

would 11nk up with DeLLa;team 9 “way. RS D

as Scared humplng those high'spe d  rails knowing that'wa would soon
~be’ in ‘contack; but: I was more raftaid for Ox and hi

‘s'beledguered team, 1 wonwkf'
‘dered: who his: w@unded were: and if we could reach- hen in_time.. We: heard that

thought to. nyself. Ox ‘was try"g o-break contact,: b ev: H
Was: pinned doum, . surrounded b an. NVA: force that could sense the killgﬁf“:;;m

Juumor-kontgreasaqung x_tha; we were=onnthe way[wf_=_;f%.!‘“
al‘o. We’paﬁ ui
I 1. 34 Lan) - : : I y dlqn
_ug and. continu our Journey 1t was ‘reassuring, Delt
as. 1. Jiked working, with Ralph Motta, their point;man Anytmm QU
llnked up, Ralph and Tife would Spllt the tmmo on_p_int and slac:.

y 8410 anyway, 4
! Just startingl1_
'.,JLlﬂg dnd d‘”Cn5eless

ar & yin "My God, they ve'hit the Medeéac.ilL 8 01_;;-;;-
_lre, out ‘of control, and going down!” We were to find out later that'when .~
- hit, ‘a brave crewman blew. the cable of the jungle penetrator, which -
of-"the wounde:

e ;_(.1.1) | '

wh “would ‘have 'shared the ‘sane: fate a§ hel;;;.s‘jT:'f“



"‘Fdd stopped at’ Cdmp Faglc to ple Up

1liking “to. my ‘Buck: S ULV

have itoif T got Mkilot (<~

: OnL aFittle mug rstitious, but odidn' llke

.;talkl i bour LhaL pdﬁhlblliry, given the' reality ‘of being in’ :

stch.al highly danggroub Oﬁdipﬁllon.*l shrugged of hl& c0mment h
‘aud h_ ;1t was not ﬂn OMuh Ol things to come* , _

B SRy P R L N

'ison and Hawklns when Lhe
‘“ v Hawk1na took

* cord™apeas A groun "06p Was wounded ‘and'in grave danger, and -
j‘thegneav *”-3st too  fat ‘awdy to'move him‘to it, ~The crew had'
just settled into’ their hover1ng p051tion for a h01st extractlon,‘f

ppened up with an RPG which, Found its way home into the side or

j;in its freshly. ‘topped’ tanks. The fireball: that re9u1ted deft
o liptle chanceefor anyone to survive,f; '

y'clothes 1n

ol p 'va-fV\ Nt e shi iy

<5 g tub and rinsing thet in: the shbwer. Suddenly, Gary Mercer;a IR
M;friend and fellow pilot, approached me with the news that one of =

L ourships had ‘gone «down dnd- that ‘the crew/was:assumed: dead. News

H fdidn‘t“get'any bettet, By afternobn we had confirmed our’worst
fearsyiThecrew was deadi: We spent the rest of the ‘day. grlaving
+An our owt spectal ‘ways-+some thinking, ‘some drinking, and one’

Late i tho mn;nln;; Lhny rosponded to: @ ca]] from the Ripw[hf5i

~like a giant jumgle bird mesting in the tree tops. An NVA: gunnor.!fﬁ'ﬂ

: belly of the' Huey" which’ would have hid €lose to 1400 Ihsy of JP- 4ﬁfgf: 

:°~;}tperforming an -unauthorized but spectacular: flyby that wou]d re~1'3fj3ff

.fﬁsult 1n iemporary loss'of hig'ﬁllght status.a.,.‘.,...

31 f?by the sound andﬁfcrocity of the éxplosioi, ‘we' “kniew 'we - were very-;l‘  "-

R “a Firefight, T think we were.all numbed. by the: reallty of
e [,whap had- JUSt;h

. We'continued our trek with a ycnewed vigor ‘and ‘sense of urgéney. Sav:ng Ox
.7 and his” team was of the- uLmoéL 1mportance, bu_ we dlSO WanLed to exact a .
‘rzeabure of revengc.-;-h.:r : : vt . R o

‘"downlng and_loﬁ“”of“th"fMedéVac?set“tHEfwheéi'*1n motion of a 1ot of»j

ol ih ’ g laglesy' Radio traffic vas hot ahd Heavy, A
on-into: the fré_-along with the mueh” -
Ome - § 3 Ll ps.. Alljh-
”"“:ﬁ51n thc thack of*lt.gf‘ . e

L a’ hlgh e Al re: Wa huge botildet’ just Off”thegide of the -

dove  for 'the safety’ df the.giant

- o hit: ¢ 1 er. ‘In a matter of seconds, B
inother round- found its mark on ‘the glant rock. We considered ourselves very
Zluckys ‘That gunner could fire at that rock all day lorig for all e cared, -
{'The pounds-were harely making aident in-our . fortress. Why. he didn't hold his
fire until we cledred the. safety of that rock, I'll never know. He would have
< “had us dead to rights. Maybe he was still flushed with exc1tement of downing
-8 Medevac and had R & R on his mlnd. R _ o A

;;?1;2)

appened ‘An Uriarmed Medevac had just been’ blowii out."of "the Sky(ﬁi‘i’xx

]1 el braaklng loose and;3 'if5;f

.ofRa]ph and mﬁ it was lee ”DoJa Vu We Were makjng our way uP another _f?'t5“

w''the' NVA” guntiet with' an' RPG- pointed _**”"‘.



,"”long for Doc"SpeLd‘to ¢
ded that we weére okay'ag. :

':We re

3

up the' trail: nestled behind sor

i ted for explpsi
“dacide' tO'thfoW one oy or

“aty” Baivn T

'Jfln mid alr'befcfe,
0 -more; RPG

.’;ffrags.: Lverythxug was
£ Speed's’ frag% had, doﬁo

'fhlu:le,L

lememtsAo the Iine Onit e ;maklng

3 >‘..5P,

'hi“ asg 1th me.

I appene' “p""

““ch our positlon;

“back our way i Tuc

_I

ek ’he-was?_gg 1ng’wa$fnmp y; - and
uess that - Sfaedfg‘frags had *found ‘their ‘marks: I took & = » -
> iiiaty Who “ha lm]yiaﬁd dcllberaLely~debtroy~ir¥55A

i

"Anybody
Speed:..

er round hit the rock.:

& ‘the’ pesty.'NVA ‘gunner 'wasy wé":éld 1im thaL he was- 'bouthao feet T f;”fy£:‘

"7jj:ibpeed_took~a very . qu1¢k pcak, Judgod the distance, and that fami :45%ﬁ”fﬁ; '
: in hilg e .q,ﬂs’h-_;-;'t,d a frag Speed;pulledfthe~pi £

‘He' then threw another
good meagure. i

1y
‘asked’ Speed: to ease
nds came in, ‘but:

name wag Hoss

i“ t.f@el 1lke Wditlnguforfa GO:to_show up “He- Quickly surveyedﬂbff'zyﬁf“
i, put, his 16 ap 4 Lomatic,, an ?taFtcd Firipg in

‘sition. We'wete sure glad to'see them; T ‘vaguel ”ZEF’  it a’ 1ieutenant Lead~
~ing the charge. Very caluly and efficiently he got his’ troops on Iine and *' . o
! 16 Tha ine figured Racon had done its. J0b~ EE

was”theré;'def a
hi.s “ladrcher’ Wi lyjné

ook: his~plc urc,~L

1 -dlmogt ) 1f1ful; étandlng Lhére gEE ;ped
his fate: [here was talk of blowing him

1;;1a_er He was questioned For aWhile and thén whlsked ”ﬁﬁtr~«;'_

hu-rt?,":‘*_.- A

Wﬁ&dfthmw 5yf”

_:.oéps and addltiénal firepOWer,1  ﬂ*\"
OuUr puﬁitlon. Hi Senti
lftal one’ and_hisrsle¢vcs_werp LUL TR

ﬁhort, qu1¢kg ;{3i:1

i}:ouple-bf-ué.leipwédfbﬁQ'of,ﬁhe'leGdftié.lé-ﬁOfﬁaWHllégfhyt ¥§“wa$g*;;,-flf"ﬁ



_ 1”;geLt1ng very.- late in; the afteLnoon and We de01ded to. turn. back.,We spent Lhe
- oomight not very: fax from. thc,b@ le site 1inkad up, w1th the 1
Lee o gladd they were there, but,it. was gtill top noisy for my liking,.' t;some point -
- during tﬁe night, we -took some rather ¢lose incoming,’ Whether it was’ NVA or
~ fire [rom Rlpcord that was c]o&e, lL kept us on edge. ' ‘

-r'mwﬁﬂwlthmmmn%tneinw
 Juntor gave us - the word ;that.

- ther wregkage‘ ‘None. of, us were Jo
i fele u;demaan;ng, but ‘becanse. we
4 ﬂofﬁdeat‘ manywtames, but on-bhu faces,of dec

’unlt moved Qut to follow the blood tralls and
151 Lo be. eut: job. to retréive the bodies’ from

ing forward. to. that duty; not because we S

knew what. we:would find, I had seén tf ‘fface o
' : [uo; Amerlcans._a‘ Y

‘O we. went with the body bags. T was- deap in thought, wonderlng, but
-*knowing;the <onditlon of the corpses, I was thlnking about one ¢rewman in E N
i ar, the ‘one. who had the. -presence;of mind to- blow: the cable of the -

tor,  aven thougt hi nts awdy from a fiery death. His

eyer: gnelled;, oma betore : . :
g in the air 1ike a thick fog, conﬂirmlng our worst. fears.'My hearL

s garlier, were fu]L;,--lif

ue Cfell. uverythin _a]] , i :

hate, Junior. asked Forvolunteers £ he unplqasant tQQR of remov_;g tHe. L

+ bodtes From the wreckage and placing them" ‘in“the. bady“bags,’Normaliy, T wolild

do- anyt1ing Junior asked, but 'this; T could not bring inyself to do. I did noL
ant: e facges of Lha mun:£ gglt ‘very close to, even though they were -

: dtdn®t . gver :

ow._I felt a Strong persond Joss

Sl 1A e Boay bags, thesédtoE

' tﬂc’l‘(“ 1~e:fna>xr¢:

d and pl

'jy}slow_ WQ had to' take many. rest,breaks: Dead wcight is JuSL;that deéd
gry heavy. Wa. were as gmntle dnd respectful as we could poss1bly be, buL

they;wanta (Lo keep,. these

ly” bag; 1 s
‘1_~:‘ut we had Little choice. The jungle .
on the body bags, exposing their con=
; of the jungle and ‘going Bome: even
llke an Afrigan safari.i

tents. ”,a\ine&t were, coming ol
thoug ;they were Qomnng oit, lashed to PO,_\“

EREET R Our progress was now g01ng much faster and they were much casie to " |
; Qarryu ‘The Jung]e seumcd tq be cooperaLing also, res;gned to, L1e fact LhaL it

(1)

mit, ‘L was . oo

e life o;'aimembef of Recon who would have. shared.ggjff}_.ﬂ

aring faster, T kept thinking about these brave flen, who not. more Lhan_‘yf ,f}f

ti1t, hot-.but we felt_re]atlvuly safe-know~’f'5;£'f.
; e 51”14”““ loted, -

ungle was-not ‘as kind,. Branches’ kLpt rzpping aL the bags and hold1ng ony
: for : ilent testil Lnagedy;;'

long ‘poles. dnd'carry"” “"”'



-fwas flghtlng g4 loaing battle ard would haVQ to give up LtS dead lt Stl]]
,,qecmed Lo take fOLever to reach the Lé..w.u-u | SR

i Flnally, we “hyrived at out: destinatlon, exhau&ted and covered w1th swedt., -
ST remembér sitting there aliost too  tired to.move, :T was: phyqically and. men= SR
-;tall{ drajned. My eyés Were Fixed:on'one body ‘bag-in particular as: ‘wai -awaited
the 1e]1uopter that was coming to pick ‘thiem up. It was: the one I had helped: to
< GATLY . It was ripped very badly and a flight, helmet had fallen out. The helmet: -
wasn’ €N MG ‘.ter shape rhdr‘i* the body contamed
 Qf human ‘if ) 3

I_belieVe it*was Jhnlor WhO'brOkQ the silence by brlnging,us some new-

if,dnythlng aL all.;

';. 1he next day T ge%an my " f
Wasg- flying "peter pilot! wlth Captain Jerry '‘Coach Collins as

‘which mednt that we were the backup. crew and would routlne]y

Baj ”Danan

| ,Lvnns5when wé'got word-¢hat the o -
_'red.Lhe bOdl séof ‘out’ crew and-were- humpﬁr_.q
- bhe fimigsion ‘did hot call for:

g ‘heard “the- Famil sotnd: ‘of &  approaoh1ng §lick, and we got 'cdd;'to e
*carry the- bodies for the final time The slick landed and we loaded the bodieﬁ;f

) ;gof'its cargo and that fllght he]met burned into 0y memory forever,.....rf.f
| 'IL,st a gluesome sighb. ALl that was. left “of this heroic 7,ﬁi5T"

]'aded in “body". bags .onto the £loor of .
‘flew back to the baS"w:except to o

he: &11Ck was long gou 5 blit we were tol,;to hang lOGbO for a re-sUpply.
50 de 0t - bird finally made it ip and thete was something:

£ “pessupplyy When 1fivst saw the ‘pubber bag covered: thhﬁ~
it was ‘sodd. To " our tter’ amazement, when: we Qpened the bag;,

s_ bf becr. I thought I wils' staxing at 2 miLdg

.*made my-way o) a;ﬁar corner of the LZ;wtook another quick glance ab
Jabel to make sure my eyes weren't decetving me,- LiE-up a-lueky, and pror., i
qeded. to “chug it down, -1 thought T was ‘in heaven: A cold beer never Lastedf';:“”

agl. il ); ned we- he lvnevarkgoLten any in theaflo]d b@fore, S

/T 11 never know.J dYbe it vas a m18~- éﬁ”T“

me'l savorcd every drgp: 1L was”waxm, berore I fihished: conswnlng
ut 1t dldn t matter. T dwallud o the events Of»thlﬁ sad and fateful

?WhaL a: traglcrwaqtc _\‘5;,fq"“

'body bags. We'laced  the corpsesy oldibaga;and all lnto the new: bags, No: one  ?1:3 =

1 st oparational flylng xn V_etnam.;f»5 V“ﬁ"
he Aircraft Commander ., We wete [lyilrg ' Seaond-up" outof Lagle, qu"'ﬂ

'backhaul“ngl&an bu]ng futher evacUated from &dmp Evans to Phuw;f¢ I {_w

ered*to 50 1n and perujgﬁf”"“‘

‘on. board As-usual, I watched the slick: until it dissappeared from view, the R

"stnnoos, “didn't care: ‘I got myself one more:beer . i



.b_tmlssion and- sald a silenL prayorgfov the crew. of Lagle Dustoff"I wondered 1f
'Qd«“l wou]d over flnd out th01r nam&gg....,....._na;..” S ,5; .,_:,_;rﬁ:;='

: The ground unit Llater. told us. thdt they had RlllLd ‘the, NVA
_ ,~-gunner who: had *killed. our uparmed crew and. presented us. with Lhe
7 RPGH 1aunther ‘tHat he had;ubed Tht,launcher hung as a memor-a ¢
' 1 %Our c]ub ab:. : . Lo

'-utFagle D“:“ e ayed. Lot partlc NS
g{pa:gn, and in 1dgt nade one of Lhe labt ]lfth o be made from
the Flrebabe on. the - final.day of the operation. The unit’ Jost
Y other ajircralt onof .around; Ripeord. and. sustained geveral. ad~~

ditionalideaths: and 1n3uries in that area. throughout the -sumner,.

byt thL loss of that brave crew 4in .the Qprtng madean: unforget—f-
“table inmpresgion on all of! those who served ‘with them and rein-~
beorced th 1).]ue;the unit put on saving @ llfe.........,.,'.___-

_ Many yearq ]ater as ‘a rtsult of Lhe RIPCORD AS&OCIAilON, |
was to meet Johu Mihalko, who upow hearing my ‘story, related that = -
hé- was one of the: Recon tronpsd, who;recovered the bodies and Load—a=7-
od them onto ounjaireralt.. At the‘.eunion last October, John d.o

£y a]ong with Rande Hall, who had seénm ‘action at Ripcord, and later

wounded ‘as. a Dustoff Medic, '
_Wall,” the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. We honored them by touching -

i their nameg, telling their story, and acknowledglng ‘thelr heroic - -
o duty’ which -had cest theém: their. lives. Their familiegs,. their.coun- .
ﬁttﬁy3<anq all ﬂf Lhoso whn served with them can be proud.,..,.... B

Jerry D..Rodgers

5fiqu read Jerry 8 letter te Chxp in the Tngom:ng Sectlon of the SR
ewq{e terdeseribing: lls part'in. the events: of. that fateful day, .I 'was in -
rmguad tb -say - the. least. A Pandora's box: opened in, my brain, and the memorigs

wed wah you raaders.m;¢” ;;_.__“$:J,,:__= s,

y I asked him- if he would pu -
towir, -on. paper, and: send. them, to me for future

tagle. Dustoff firom two:points of view ds. it happan~,;
:knew the crew, and by me, who didn't Rnow the = .
death, 1. wish the circumstances ‘3f"“

WAS, especially 1eaqmd and honored=to meet Jerry Rodgers and Rande Ha]l
face. to ;ace at bur ]ast reunion. Jerry filled me in with the [inal detdils’ of
that misgiont T rowkiiow. the names of the crew of: the Medévac, .and one. of; them f.f
fits the [flight helmet and: charyed-corpse’ that. was. onea-a an, :that I staved . = >
-at for sg-long, 18 yedrs aga. Vietnam.is history, but for the likes of .inen named,'"
0" Brien, {Graham;-~Johnson and. Hawkins, they;wxll never be forgotten.-Ttll next ’
:-tpime)ltli{t"'ll..l!mJQl‘In M]halkb : : . . : . .

i)

ssadly. focused on their, names on !'The~ . . .

£ that i on: came. back lLL@ it was. yesterday. I.knew we. had a retroqpectlve R

wown his thoqghts= _; 5fi

read is the, Gulmlnatlon of a Joint aEfort on’ ourff""‘v



e 2, 1988

ho' Mtha]ko,

f7you know We had a Speakew in a ueeL:before who was, & Vlotnam VeL
etory and yours made me; thlnR“mOI ahout .our society. in.whic el
myse YOur,prepenta' onWas eali; e and.brought the 4L home&

-aak“'i' books by

-eration
*hopeful

Chest, portrayal o iF ‘
he next: fighters and hls_knowledge f(
ly_ald us in: the: future,-- -

: J:cannotnever begin to*imagine what you went threugh-~ llVlng Lhe way

you did, fighting & killing in chemical. laden Jungles 10,000:miles from home,
and yet you bear 1o résentment toward our country, T guess it is for that, . ..
hat T respect you most; whether I agree or: not with Lhe cause, 1 SLlll have
emendous respeet for you.g:;;;..~ U (_iﬁ,ﬁ.__ ‘ : : ky.”‘tv.s

I thank you for comlng to speak to the class, for- you give life and :

belng tothesempty .wokds ‘and-phrases of textbooks. You were there ‘and. the books o

j‘_ergtn to- you serve as our closest 11nk to, and best educatOr of what went on e_‘,,~=
n ;etnem.. g = g S _ | LA

‘,‘-.'."

-+ Thank yol, Lo e
gFrlk Blaser R

: Ela At f:nst I d1dn t know what to expect when our teacher &

o toldaa Hyou were for!ithe war.: T had really’ pletured you as some. gort of war~f\“

“monger: or-somefhing, but after .you spoke, 1. found-that: I had so much reSpect

- . for you, not enly for what you. endured but alse for the. &plrit you have tQ
ujmaintaln since VJetnam.,f-_ IR ol AR

i ALL. I can say is you really taught e 8 lot and T llstened to’ a 51de oE

WA I never’ knew exmsted Thanks agaln for your etorles. Keep it up* A




-----

June ? 1088

';Dear'John Mlhalko,"

o I m”glad we! re’ getting*a chanoe to wrlte to you im olass because T .
i - wanted: -andey T was Very' impressed by  what Yot said and: %@pecwally Lhe=j
SO way) tha*ayou said it! Your'gertle ‘attitude and manner was vary "different.
.50 than the gung-ho warrior T expecLed You’ also seemod to pOSSOSb most oE my
?-engfv1tws about the Wdr.'-' C . _
- Dor*your first t1mo spedklng (o'o would ne ”“‘know Lhat)'you wGlQ bet* R
el than he' nator and’ oLhor 8 s We llstened to. Your ‘style wasg’ S
Cooperbibacanse’ you s 0 what “happend ' | 1¢
'kWymwMUswwoyﬂjﬂﬁf”

4 af T could feel'“"

admige your contanJn% pr1dc in tﬂorica - 1 don v kno -
Gq'”through It

= a_::“tht'Same ‘way“you did afterall the. hoxrible expertencec you
t.j=jtakes a remarkable man to. do Lhat' T ,

FNCETSIR | am Verg pleased Lo hear that your baby girl is dolng so well and 1.8 ”J_,',
! “-not affected y Agent Orange - T feel you must be a beautiful father to het.,

:h; . -others. are Tinally teady and ea%er to hear your story. Then -and only then
'“?1;;can we prevent suuh atroclties rom recurrlng.- DI

I;have never:been exposed to. such. truth and firsthand knowledge conwikf757f"
cerning Vietnam, than Wednesday “afternoon. Although my ideals were different .
~than yours, Mr.:Mihalko, you gave me an understanding of the war that was’

'“and”tealitya‘something that rarely oomes together in’ such a paokage.,,_;:.

2 1 enJo' d the way you applied the knowledge that you 1earned from the o= &
W‘perie?ce in Vietnam to other world problems. You were hot a ore=-sided indiw"
| ,h, oould noL see the problems with the Vietnam Waks jﬁgw, S

.think it is safe to say that wé would h@:‘ﬁagree that the war was
wirong, either politically or militarilily, t
thoughts. ‘you-believe ‘that: it wag neCessary“ﬁor

what the strategyy T-believe it wa

itical reasons, mo matter

Vietnam: wary - éxtreme human compaSSJOnibetween allies, human oompa531on ‘to.
iuphold ones almighty surviva] T B B : : _ it

'  iThank you,_' R
. Darron Collins

':of 88

I can-only say that you should/must keep speaking because our gemeration and . =

,_-;fThank you for the tlme*}t:;:fo*ﬂ‘
5 you spent Wlth us.,t’;ﬁ._‘.

“opot-yet £lutd within my thoughts. T ‘was, touchéd by passion, horror,. surv1va1,;ﬂ;oi'¢

; difference between our ;**Fﬁt'f

’litloﬁlly and militarilily too: unstable.tfff;tfr
No: ‘matter -what ot e,bollofs, ¥ now. E ognize a totally different- angle of: the ;‘“.f

'"stol:tloal Instituté'01asso”l'



.....

T--am - § ncerely g]ed LhnL you choae £o come speak to our lias.
ted, 1 ‘there:1s a "next” war, we will be the ones fighting '
ggesked us to, "keep’ track” of whaf dur politicians are. do
es you don t hdve too mULh to worry About in that aree, bu

e ,;ppretlate our ceudldness 1n telling the sterles of what
o you in. Vietng “think that it {s important that we not only. know ¥
[ lmtleiane_are doing, but 1n the case of War, to know the cenee uetices

have: been;in Vlttnam, but 1 think thls uountry owe ’ v who
there a great amount. of eppreciatron. You said that it was- 1mportant_‘ L
ou- talk about: your experiences -in’ Vietnam, T knoy' hat it is. just as-im=: ...
_rtant to 1tsten to your portrayal oﬁ those exper ncee. It he]ped me a 1oti

'Slneerely,r”
,Nlck Hathaway

'? s important to remember that we are?the future of th Great atio
1 fresh id

k: erday.“ _

: m;_Vietnam Were ef greet interest to {5 I
first puests. Everything you said:-was very intense and
;question% were, revealed to ue.,‘.;,,. L

Bur photo albums were also very touching. It -was, so di

‘the: pietures and seeing: you “in front-of ‘us.. It made V:
losex:and more real to me. I'm alsohappy. to ses that 't
enee ou are able to epeak out’ and expr g your feeli

njoy'it as murh, Many of ug do bdke'it'for gra te
“been Looking out: for. you, (and your's."\ 1
:thoee mrsadventures.-f il

d.‘Somebody'a
live) th .

s ut anks again fo g0
‘we first heard youiwere for this. war,dI_expecte"'Qmeone s0 mhuch d
“hut Trwarted to say T was wrong -and you really were great and also'a wapm.

-wand wenderful person. l m also glad your daughterﬂis healthy and happy;

1101 -'riHnnthnr Nn10hu]d
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