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-iThe tntention of thiB Newslettor is to bring those of us together that are interested o

. FSB Ripcord, RVN, The events, the people, the humor, the memories of that time. are being’

_written by those that served there. We want this to be a healthy experience - for- thegrfl

Veteran, his or her family or friends. We encourage you to write, call and talk, or sendf
a taped message to us with your feelings about our Newsletter or Ripoord in general We

. _,wish to- improve as we grow and . your initial input is neoessary. :

However, there may be: those Veterans who are still troubled by their Vietnam ‘experience,

Ve regret this situation, but can not share ‘responsibility for their reactions regarding Y
-the Newsletter oontents; Ideally, this Newsletter will help all of us through our pestﬁ '

and intc a rewerding future

Devid Gilson
. (Assoq ;)

E_efClinton A Ramey
- (D, 2/501% - -

' Paul 7. Grelle |
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SIT/REP

Chip Collins, our founding father, has
gone on R&R from his duties as Editor of
the Ripoord Report

Those of you who were with us from the
beginning know what I mean by
father", Without Chip +the Ripcord
. Association and this newsletter most
likely would never have been born. He
had a burning desire to  get ~ the

survivors of the battle for Ripcord
together so that we ocould help each -
other understand what the hell happenedf_'

out there some 18 years ago,

Well, it’s all coming togethera now and

Chip has earned his R&R. I know I speak

for everyone in saying God. bless you

‘Chip Collins and thank you very much.

I'11 do the best I can at filling in for
~ you but feel: free to come back when
you're ready.

P . T T e Y

Robert Austin sent us a copy of a story

that appeared in the Winter 1988 edition
of Vietnam Magazine, in the Bases &
Installations  section, I

"founding

‘One final note,

that it is a very special speech written
from the heart and join me in +thanking
John for sharing it with us,

R I I - T I

Also ‘in this issue you will find 'a " very
" good retroepeetive by Chuck Hawkins and

excerpts from the January 4, 1971 issue
of The Screaming Eagle. S

i

We need material for
future issues . of Ripoord Report This

“isgue took three months to 'put together

because of the lack of material so I am
asking all of you to please help us out

| You are the Ripcord Report. All I do is
~ tape the stuff together and Send it to

John Mihalko Dig through your treasure
chest and make photo copies of the items
you think will be of interest, Write a
retrospective about a mission that sticks
in your mnind. Make coples of. some

“photo’s, or eend the originals and I'11

get them back to you after copying ~ But,

‘ '_most of all, send something to us,

Blackie

wrote to the Publisher, Gregg

R. Oehler, at Empire Press
and was granted permission to

Vo VEETNAM VETERAN * * *

ré-print the story Fire. Base
Ripcord  in  this .issue of
Ripcord Report.
to Mr. Oehler and Empire
Press for letting. us print
their etory '

_Those of you that may be .
getting -

" interested in

eubsoription to Vietnam
Magazine can dc 2o by writing
~ to: Empire Press, 105 Loudoun

Street, 5.W., .Leesburg, VA

22075.

- e s e M e am s e

John M. Del Vecchio, author
of The 13th:Valley, has sent

read at the dedication of the
‘memorial to the 450 men of
~the 2/502 that were killed in
Vietnam.

I think you will all ngree-

"} exclusively designe bhddmeWmmmVaams
1 are Swiss made. g

Me th -
any . anks | This spectacular medal is not a reproduc’ﬂon bui the uuthentlc medel os rSSued by the

With special tooling fhe cover of our finest quc:lltKlqucnrizI Rﬂocﬁet} \.Kﬁtch hos been
otlonu edo mowng pcms

U.S. MINT. Appecring on the reverse side is 'the phrase, “In honar of those men and

| women who gave of themselves in an effort to insure democrncy and pmce throughout the

world this. medal §s struck by act of congress 1984,”

| The uniqueness and limited quantity produced willinsure its SUCCess.08 colleciors e,

" Hand painted tothe dial is o POW* MIA emblem with the words, FORGET NEVER, |
All phases of design cnd: marketing done by Viemar veferans; A pomon ot all proceeds
- will be donoted o PROJECT HOME FREE.

,FREE GIFT lNCLUDED WITH EVERY ORDER To
“prder your CUSTOM POCKET ‘WATCH

COMPLETE WATH CHAIN AND GIFT BOX, Send
- $39.95 check ot meney order plus 33 00 pos‘rc:ge At
. sond hendling tor :

#F ¥ | - DEsIGN ON TIME,
| 19% Ockiond Mano'r Dept.. M_
|- nghSpare, PA 17034

_ Check here for free giH

] Name .

: :Addn_'ess

City

T Zip

Maney back guarantee if not completely salisfied.
-© 1987 DESIGN ONTIME.




st/ REF -FROM ‘-.Zﬁ_fLRE:BAs.'s i IjsPAfo -

" As we enter another new year, T would like to thank all of ‘our;, members
-~ . who have shown their support of the Rlpcord Assogjation by their generous
.. -donations. Qur membexrship keeps growing (178 and .climbing) but -the members.
" who yake it financially ppssible to-publlsh and; mall the Newsletter, are. few
Jpscompared to U membershlp, S g P SRt e

. As you are all aware, we are’ very unlque n,that we charge no. dues or. L
o 'membershlp fees.. ‘The Ripecord Association has survived over the years in much f'”--“'
. ‘the same way that we survived in Vietnam; that is,’ wrth much luck and'a Iot = .. "
.-of -support from the. ranks.. Speaking for the staff, we 'd. 1ike to. keep it that =
way., F: re&ase Ripcerd may. be hlstory,
best to dnsure that iy will never be fo

but the Ripcprd Ass001ation w1ll do 1ts ”_f__f‘

3 Contnlrutions can come in mqre than one?form. As Blackie mentioned, AR
retrospectives are sorely needed 1f we are to,continue: to. publish -the news~
letter, With ithe 81ze of . our.membe; ip, we- should’ hs;, wealth, of nnterial

to draw from,: butit's usiiglly the same few who. contribu retrog, pleturés, .
,w;contatts, etc._I know thatxy_ 1 have. good lntentlons, but with WOrk, R
raising families, outstde interests, ete., it's diﬁfieult to find the time, :?4 o
[ know, T happen to be’in the sém, sltustien, but we can only publlsh ifiwe T

"f:f_fgs to publisJ, o R , ,

.,lso need to know of any. *'dress chsnges. Don t 1eave it up to the o .
>ostal Service to forward. your:’ newsletter. If a neWSletter comes back. tome. ..
U stamped mpved, address unknown, you are- lost to us forever, unless. yqu. con-"_ '
~ ' tact Us with a new address. Many thanks to those pf‘y g who have moved and
notified Fe beforehsnd. PP . '. - P S

chase a copier, Needlessi tio: say,i we never. even same close to make that. dream R
_reality but. L. am pleased. to. gniounce that we do now posséss a copier of our T
QWD MB - alph N.. Meeryarth, President of .Consplidated Bearings .Co,, 10 Wing =
Drive, Ceﬁar Knolls, N.J., has graciously donated to ug one of his offlee eop-
jers.. My 51neerest thanks go to- Mr- Meerwart for: his generos1ty e

One Ff 1nit1al goals 1n the Associatlon was to Save enough money to pur,.,ﬁ ',

Ifcan only echo Blackie s comments\on Ghip ColllnS, ‘the dr1v1ng and

gu1dtng force that made-the Ripéord: -Agspciation happen almost four yearsago.

Chip holds a specialplace in the hearts-of the Mihalko fanily. It was Chip

yho- cajoled:me . dnto-writing:a. ‘rethospecive. back in our- infancy) “and:J've been s

invelved ever since,: ‘Thanks,+Chip. You ‘Unleashed:a dormant force that needed to-~fﬁ_

be untethered._Blackle, Chuckj and myself-will: man the Firebase untll you re o
dy: rom'a. well deserved R& R.,, _;r, T ;i-»-

T ast, but not. least, I;would also llke to thank my many contacts here in’
' ‘_Firebase Whlppany “for thelr;much valued and continued support, At the top of
. the"list is American Legien Post #155 and V.F.W.. Post #5351, Thetr respective

or e Commanders officers, and members’ give, me mych valued assistance. I am very

-i;;--\proud to be a member and Offlcer in each. posts ;;;;,;- PP R ART

o ;_;h T guess that 8 about it from Flrebase Whlp ny. . Speaking for Blackie

- " Blackman, Chuck Hawkins, Chip Collins, and myseg?, we. wish you: all a healthy

: “5rt:and prosperous New Year’s CURRAHEE! oy ‘ o

i"

John Mihalko
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Mail Stopped

- CAMP EVANS ~ Scieswming
Bagles of  Co 147 430 8n,
{AMBLY, TRTHC If, have broken
the  siered tradition’ ~oft - mail
garriers, Neitherraln, slgel, snow
oy the shark. oF nipnt’ shall stay
the: postiman frem his appointed
founds, butl un-a rainy mornin

aegently,; i ““Rekkasan’
feeonbalssance ‘team. stopped a

MNVA postman froti makling his

‘Founds,

While the téamy-led: by'SSG
Joe Ketr, Dallas) Tex., wasin its
.'“158'.1" defensive’ position, -about
2% ‘miles west of Hue, one of
three NVA soldlers tripped. a
Claymore ming. . -

- Acsweop of the drcp reveajed
"~ png dead enemy soldier .whose
-onse contained .a bundle of muil
%ﬁ:kere;ny soltliets. In- northern

Ammo Cache

" CAMP ENANS. i Screaming

Baglos of \he 3rd Bn. (Ambl), .

187h 1uf, recendily discovered
Wi ghomy mumtions cache and
bunker while on a
teeonnaissinee ‘palfol abdul 17
Cmifes west of e, w0 )

The eache wongisted of 21

&0unn mortar rounds and. 200
The  bunker, -
showed no Signs of recent enemy -

AK-4T  rounds.

Caebivily, o o e
Tlie sacha war aedraeded

 Trucks Blown

“arucks - were fonnd - 30
gouthwest: of JHue . feeemtly “hy
CCeldinents of he  Ind Sqdw,

CAMP EAGLE < Foni eneniy
miles

L (Ambly TR Cav. and were
© subsequentiy destroyed;

YThest vehicles were used ‘to
haul cargo and. trotipsto comba
bages i fhe moyuniain jungle

5

L eppepy,” said CPT John Black,
" Denver, Cal, 52 afflcer forithes
- epvalry, “We definitely hurt -

-7 thelr Tlogistical capabllily,” he
~ added. - e

Syquadron '(:on'lrn:ﬁ{d'er, Lre.

“Roberl 3% Malinelii, Pocatéllo, -

Ignho;, -discovered: . the  frudks,

“ Spotting ‘what he- thought ‘was:
= someihing out of Lhe ordinary,

e took his UL | Huey lowet 1o

et o beer view and spropd (he
© hivk HTouttuly slephant grass

with his rolof wush, S
~Below  were. four " NYAS

vehicles whiegh; had. been hldden: .-

dn.the prass, -
- The

thé area suprounding the vehijcles
whs  secired,’ eaplosives . were
placed helween the engine and

edb of each- track. “The. blasts

tendered the trucks inongfabile,

| Card Corried |"

MP EVANS ~ SYOU
3 TS T

next: - clnry. the 2nd '
Acro-Rifle: Mal., D Tp., 2fi7th, .
* was Inserted Into the area. After

: ST . BLE.
LSS T
ILT A

SN
V¢ e E S

WACLD BY L
TWARTE, . FAT

LLEN'
BEAGLE

With thiese
transmitted Lo myedevac. pationd

—son TR Sohwartz's ealling-card, -
< {50 ends o Wfesuving operallon
fconducted . by
S Dusiof " mission:

fhe  FOIs

“Ofcoiirse . wollld never give

_-°lt to gomeone. hurl seriously”

said the Hedtenant, ¢xplaining

“the card,- “'bul soldiers with

© minot wountls or injurics always.

¢ geb o kick ont of if andflash me
o Ahe ‘thumbs up' sign, -

It takes-some of the fension

“rout of the medical evactation
L oand  puts. vhe
cevacualed o at

soliier " heing
gase,” 1LT
Sthwartz commentid.

‘4 ‘alyo. have znother repson

o for glying thie dards. 1°d llke 1p -
““hear {rom somec of these- guys -
after we gel back to the states,”

le .

Schwartz-conclpded,

3

'!.uf i

N,
LY~
FUELD,

wurdé, ..ncaﬂ)"- -

bBooby-trapped

area,

“smali

CFERE SUPPORT

ORERATIONS BASE DRICK =
“The Frd-Bu, (Ambl), 506th Inf,

Tad? g bugyweek reogntly-when

Co. € found itee {ood caches

ylelding-about 1,509 pounds:of”
heavily.

tice " Lo the
L bunkers, #
mnilfons ¢ache and o bunker
conplex. . . s

Co. D, iworkinf in the same
discovored |
fighting posilions; 4
complex
ainounls of rige, "land
mines and other booby: traps:

bunker

Asbne “Curraliee’  (rboper

summed 0-up, “We. really il a

jackpol this. weck, -1t seemed as
“thotgh every -tithe we look &

step we Jound something,”

- The finds wore made when
troapers- -spotled  diwo  NVA
soldiers and searched theatea,

50 enemy.

they found several enemy-food
and” weapens caches dnd ‘bunker”

complexes, - S L
< Puirolling . an arens bowt 15
mites “sautlesoutheasti-of Hug,. .

and  cive -containing.

* Bunker Cache -~ Rounds Found

COPERATIONS
CBASTOGNI « The sky

FLRE BUPPORT. }
BASE
! . RIow -
darker, Visibility shronk as dusk

“-approached, fhe smailgroup of
- men: pushed-onward through:the:
. thiek | foliage, y

greencry fi Isca_mhlng the
n o 3. place 1o sta; .
night,, PR A t_he

< Instead. of Mndling & FigHt
- defensive-posiiion, U;E-Mhs %dhf

- Reconn, ’ ‘}ln.
“¢Ambl), 50Ist Iuf, discovered: -
an :eneiny - cachic containing 120

- 23mnv antlaircraflt rounds.. The
squad also. found 30 wooden

lat;, Co," E, 1st

crates - ‘used “for slorage - and

shipping, S
The ¢acho site was-ilscovered

approximately .18 mlies

southwesl.of Huie. . . .

o After_reqoriing their: find, the
Geronimo'' troopeis. dostroyed -

‘the. cache site .and. most. of the

antiaircrefl Tounds,

ction



DBASES & INSTALLA’.[ IONSD

Fire Support Base Rzpcord was an outpost that soon
drew the N VA's most serious attention. |

. il

By Shelby L Stanton |

Reprinted with permission from VIETNAM MAGAZINE -

Empire Press, 105 Loudoun: St S W., Leesburg, VA 220‘?5 B

FIE

During the Alljed summer _
offensive of 1970, in Opera- .
tlon Texas . Star, the 101st
Alrborne . Division estab: = E=
lished Fire Support Bage Rip: |
“cord on top of a. mountmn_' CE
deep in the rémote jungle
wilderhiess of northern Thus
~Thien "Province, a combat,
outpost - overiookmg “the
trackless inner valleys and
mountain ranges congregat:
ing near the western rontxr
“er of South Vxetnam. SR

The North™ Vletnamese\'
Army (NVA) used the same
-rugged area’ as. ong of .its
primary inﬁltration bases for
raids against” lmportan;_
coastal towns and rice Jands. E&5
-Thus, Ripcord offered both -
the South Vietnamese
ARVN' (Army of ‘the Re-
public”. of ' Vietnam) " and
: Amer:can forces” an, excel-

PO

_ from which Infantry patrols
and’ artillery fire couldf'
* be dirécted’ apainst; the hid-
den web of" enemy trails and_,
way-stations, )

Operatjon “Texas Star_ was’
initiated by’ the 10lst Afr-

4 _the LZ was' unsatlsfactory
" As aresult, Company Aof?

the 306th Infantry’s 2nd Bat. "

“talion was diverted to the'al

ternate landin
named Ripcord. Upon land.
‘ing, this ‘company was im-
‘mediately chalienged by @
hail “of ‘erienty gunfire ‘and
blazing rockets. The yalidnt "
‘American ' troopers iwith
“stood -an {ntense barrage of

- fite'which raked their lines. -
" Seniot commanders decided
“t6 pull them off the hill and
“bombard the objective first.
""The "'American”troops
- returined with taptured erie-
-ty documents that showed
“thé 6th NVA’ chlment was -
= In the area.

3 .the 101st used'air strikes and -
the entire Ripeord area. The’
‘moumam ' slopes '

i 'reduced to’'a shamble of
“splintéred “trees.” Satisfied -

- réduced e,nemy capability to -

borne Division in close coor- -
dination’ with the ARVN 'Ist’ lesion
(which most observers Gonsidered the =
- best division in"the South Vietnamese

Army). The operation had four primary .

_ ob}ecthes. One was to provide the ag- |
gressive 'defensé mission underlying
“Vietnamization” that would guarantee.
the pacification of Thua Thien Province.

Another was to deploy the 101stin'such”

a manner as to facilicate future operations. .,
in an expanded area. A. third was to
cover ULS, redeployments as congresslon-
ally mandatedp Ainerican’ troop with-

drawals increased. And finally the Allies

hoped to ‘take advantage of the good

weather of the southwest MoNsoONs to

counter attempted enemy . movements ;
out of the ‘A "Shau Valley toward the

populated coastal” reg:on.

The Diviston plannéd to Conduct air- ..

mobile ateacks, combined with South

'Vietnamese infantry assau[ts, o seek outj‘.

‘and destroy 'NVA upits in theit ‘base’
.camps and cache ltes throughout the,

it

summer. Allied forces operating in the

. mountains northeast of the A Shau'Val-

ley would locite and destroy the logisu«-’ ,

ical facilities and lines of communication’

.of the 29tk and '803d NVA Regnments.-

“The 101st’ Airborne - D:visnons 3d

, Brigade was assigned to’ open up Fire’
- Support Base Rlpcord, but rainy weathet '

and low'overcast delayed its offensive.

The 2nid Battalion (Airmobile), 506th
1nfantry, ‘and'the ‘4th Batealion, Ist

ARVN Regiment, planned ofiginally to
.make thelr- alrmobile assault and ciirve -

out a Landing Zone (LZ)or Hill 902, a*

ungle vegetationi Theé attack’ was to take
‘place ort March 13, but jlist-prior to the, -
msertioh the Dwision determined ‘that -

(7)

steep mountaln peek covered: with dense"*"

" resist,' 'Company' B of ‘the
'‘same battahon alr assauilted otito Ripcord
‘on April 1, 1970, ‘But again, the airmo-*
‘bile mfantrymén weré. subjected to 2
withermg storm of mortar and recoilless ©
“tifle fire.. The ‘compaiiy ‘was forced to"
‘withdraw from the hiil after 7 men wcre
killed and 21 wounded,”

“The rest of the battalion, along with'
“the 2nd and 4th Battahons of the crack -
“ARVN st Regiment, relentlessly
. combed the jagged: hills'in the R:pcord
“yicinity during Aptil 210, Many, mortar |
‘and recoiliess-rifle pits were found and
destmyed buit it appeared that the eng
my had abandoned the area‘and mclted
“back into the'jungle. Finally, on- Aprll
11, Company C'f the airmobile battal:
jon conducted a ground ‘assault up thc
“hill and seéured Rlpdord aE 8 oclOck in’
the morning,

A serles o rainstorms, accompanied by

were

.~ that this dose of hieavy bom- :_"'
-'bardment “had sufficient]y

1 zone, code- ': L

“mortar-and recoilless rifle,as ©
“well as heavy' machine-gun

For the. net several dnys‘ _' "

arelllery: fire ‘to blast. SR



fog, low clouds and unfavorable weather,
then developed. This prevented . the
airlift of artillery pieces vo the mountain-

-top until April 16, On the following day,

cannoneers and howitzers of Battery B,
2nd Battalion,  3{9th Ardllery, were
brought in by helicopter and joined the

infantrymen. A battery of the lth = -

ARVN. Artillery was also placed on Rip-
cord, Fire Support Base Ripcord was now
fully operational, The artillerymen began
firing their howitzers into suspected ene-
‘my treils weaving through the :misty
mountains, The 2nd Battalion of the
506th Infantry, guarded the hill by con-
ducting local_ trols . and maintaining
perimeter secus Thc battallon was in:
itially located alf around and on top of
Ripcord.”:

At 7108 in. the mornmg of July I, the

command post of Company D was

shelled by 82mm mortars, More 82mm .-

mortar shells began falling on. Rlpcord
and at 1:45 p.m., this barrage was jolned

by 75mm recodlessmﬂe fire, The enemy
siege of Rrpcord had started and’ the -

close-fire wegpons being used meant that:
Ripcord was surrounded ‘No one knew,”

however, how many enemy troops tight

be in the.arca, This type of harassmg fire.
could happen anywhere, even-if only-a
few enemy troops managed to get close;

since it was tmpossible for the defenders
to cover all approaches in deep jungle, . -
On the other hand, the troops knew that -
Ripcord might be surrounded by Jarge:
' "7 100010 the west, k

enemy forces,
The soldiers.on Rlpcord fired back at

the lush green curtain. of jungle covers ./
ing the. nearby valleys and mountains, '
Braving the [ncessant enemy shellmg. the <.
cannoneers manned;thear pleces and -
loqatlons _

fired at [suspected cnemy:
throughout the day, Scores were wound-
ed at their posts, I reaction to;t these at-
tacks, the_ ae_ro-’r;ﬂe platoon o .,Truop G,
2nd Squadron; 17th Cavalry, was insert-

ed west of Ripcord to find out howmany. . .
anemy troops were in the area. This small | .
force was ambushed _immedlate]y upon-.

nenemy fire. The " :
' .slrng load of 105mm howitzer ammuni: ..,

I was hit by enemy
. +12,7mm machine-g :
proach’ to- the’ fire support. base, The
-stricken arrcrafr went out of control and .
'crashed into the. main ammunitien.

landing and engulf

situation was serious, and.the rest of the ™
troop was brought in to help. Withan-~
hesitating valor, their comrades leaped .
from helicopter skids into the thick of .
battle. This gallant reinforcement al: .

lowed: the' alr cavalrymen to disengage, '
and they were extracted the next day, .

In the early morning hours. of]uly 2y,
the 506th Infantry Znd Battalion's pcm—

were stormed by NVA infantry armed

with rocket-propelled grenadds, satchel
charges and rifles. The énemy sappers
-screamed . g5 they- Iunged through the .-
darkness into the. Atnerican fire, Many.
were cut down 1by, the combination of

claymore mines and MI6 rifles and fell
down the muddy s!opes Others con-

“tion’ to Ripcord.

tinued forward, fmng their assault rifles
from the hip and heaving grenades at the

American defenders, One section of the
perimeter was overrun and several U1S,

. bunkers were taken by | Lnemy Lroops::
The fierce battle continued as the North

Vietnamese sappers.pitched fragmenta-

“tion” grenades and  explosives at the

Americans fighting to regain their lost
positions. The Company C commander
was killed leading his men. The compa-

‘ny aidman heroically.. orgariized - the'
defense of the command post:until the . -

artillery forward observer took charge,

The -battle was over by 4:20 i the
morning, and the 101st Airborne Divi. . _
sion put another battalion into the area -

to safeguard Ripcord. At 10:20, the 2nd

Battalion of the 50lst Infantry air assaule,
~ed into hot landing; zones $outh. and"

southwest of Ripcord. With this’rein.

forcement, the Division had fwo battal -
. lons on Rlpcord butche NVA beganitod -
~mass still largér forces against them, The
~ Ripcord ‘defenders ‘were: subjected to-.
* daily attacks by 60mm and 8Zmm mot-
"tats, On July 17, Ripcord was hit by large
120mm recoilless-rifle shells. As theone ™ "ot the. chance (0 engage, Now, the
‘my continued: to encircle the position ecd
and upgrade his-armameni, the resupply -
helicopters came under 12.7mm. antlait.”.
ycraft machine-gun fire. i
Although Ripcord was not subjecred
: to'enemy ground attack durmg thistime, . ..
~the-hill ‘positions. around it were-cons

tantly fought.over: Thesc included Hill -

nd "Hill 805 to the ¢ast,. -

booby traps.

un fire while on itsap

. storage area, which erupted into a large .

LS. arrrllery battery’s eqmpmcnt. in-

cluding the counter-mortar radar. and ra:
-dios, as well as the, tactical operations . -
Center..and. bunkers on, the southern -
“perimeter,. All'six of the battery’s: howit. * -

zers were. damaged beyond. repair, .
. The massive damage sustained by Rip:

icord combined - with the - :magsing of .
more NVA; troops-in the area, umsed n
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Hill- 902 to the: south,”_- 4

% “The Notth Vietnamese: became more -

= brazan invtheir arcacks, but always chose”, -
- to tackle theeasier targets=~those where
~ they ‘could mass thé latgest number.of
- meniagainsta few. The outposts around .

. ‘Ripeord wete constantly assaulted in this

. -manner, Ametican. patrol activity be-,
~ came mcrcasingly hazardous. and. the. . ..
" ‘men encountered very dangerous enemy

., fire and series of explosions. The spec. . .
. tacular firestorm “wrecked mast. of the
tions on Hill 902’ (held by Compariy C)

e

" senior Amcncan commancders to ques

tion how long the fire-support base could
be held. While the Air Force gave the
arce. a good pounding with its tactical

- fightet-bombers, “ground sweeps. were

_difficult and costly, and no one knew
-when thie enémy would try to mount 3

“massed charge up the hill at Ripcord,

Further, no one knew if Ripcord could
withstand such an attack,

Elements of the 6th NVA Regiment
“wére positioned generally to the north
and west of Ripeord, while the 29th and
803rd NVA Regiments were to the south.
and southeast. The fire-support base was

“enciréled by a reinforced division,

By the third week in July, i¢ became
Farenr that the position could only be
d nt great cost—at a time when'’ there

‘was:tremendous political préssuréin'the
_ "United States to hold down American. &
* " casualties. Continued defense of Ripcotd

‘would ‘be: pohucaiiy unacceprable. and

“the position was déclared  untenabls.
_-Earlier in: the ‘'war, American com
" manders might, hate
~such a key location and would have wel: -~

Ve decided to defond”

American government wanted.to. speed
upits military disengagement from Viet
nam and was willing to abandon such;, '

© . strategic: ground to the ‘enem o
During the night of July 22 to 23  may
_Swe artillery and ‘air scrikes ‘were em. .
-ployed all around. Ripcord: Early ‘the
~next morning, the 3rd. Brigade head-
- :quarters-directed the extraction of the re. &
" maining troops of the 2nd Bartahon, .
.. 506th Infantry, from Ripcord. This tis.
-slon started at 5: 45'in the morning and

faced heavy enemy fire as hehcoprers

“ darted through the smoke and machine: ,'
- gun tracers to outJoad the American

defenders. More ‘than 2,200 artillery -

- “rounds were fired in their support, and . '
* 22 altcraft sorties were used. At 240 am,”: |

a CH47 Chinook 'was shor down above

In the early éfternoon of Julv 18 4 - the fire base, hit by a mortar round. It -

L CH47 Chinook' helicopter. -from rhe L
“159th Aviation Battalion was carrylnga

exploded, eliminating all hope of gecting

“the 8% ‘Temaining howitzers and. two .
: 106mm reco[lless rifles off the mountain. . .

The extraction of ‘all fiendly ‘troops

“ from Fire Support Base Ripcord left the. . * -

. -"enemy’ avenues of approach from the A ..
" Shau Valley partrally openi, The NVA ™
- moved next against, nearby Fire Suppoit’ CL

Base O'Reilly; which was also lose, Tni the *

“final analysis, the campaign for Ripeod
- was 4 complete Notth Vietnamese viee
* 1 tory. Tt must be remembered, ‘however, . .-

that the valiaii soldiers 6f the 101s¢ Air.

" borrie Division. were not forced off. theit

mountain bastion by dircct ‘enemy al
tack. They manned their posts bravely .

“and defiéd the NVA to push them offthe
- mountain, The NVA’ never attempted: .
the feat because, with thc Americans .-
"pulhng out for. political remom, they
didn't” have to. & .




STRIKE FORCE SPEECH -« delivered 3 June 88 at Ft. Campbell, KY., &
dedication of memorial to the 450+ men of the 2/502 Infantry/101st abn Div
Killed in Viet Nam. : . TR : e _

By John M. Del Vecohio

: To Oﬁr'Brothers'of;the STHiKE’FORCE'- f'

We have come a long way from Viet ‘Nam, from the mountains and
Jungles and rice filelds, Wetve coms a'long way in time from '65, or '68 or
'71. Many of us have come a longer way emotionally than we've travelied in
either time or distance, NOW we return, emotionally, to remember the time,
to remember the men whose names.are Anscribed ‘on this monument, arnd to

. recal;?ounselves,whEn"weksbood.withtthemﬂﬁndTWithﬂeach“otheF.f“_ .

" How can we hoﬁbrsthese.men,'these~our:brother3?~ls it enough to erect
a monument? To gather before 1t? To remember them, their smiles and fears,
their friendship and laughtena;their‘misery'and'death? S : :

: Qr must we do more? Must we understard WHY- they ‘went, WHY their =
country -sent -them to a-war half way around the world? WHY they fought? WHAT -
they did there? WAS that sacrifice in vain? What must we do to keep faith =
with their spirit? L T

o

Cea s liTh st

,'_;I;WQuld;like~ﬁo<read~td'you-a shortﬁs¢0ryﬂbf“lifé’u f; and’..

escape;frqm;rthe:Communist.negime-in~the;wor63f6?'é Wrinkledfdﬁﬁ-mah,fﬁorf‘"j
the sakegof,timeiI!ue;gondensced.itn‘The~old“mah*desoribédehis”ﬁillage'as a

- happy sea.coast settlement where the .flat land'wasﬁdividedSihto'hnfiﬁfinite:
- number of paddies, "often brilliant green with the rice Grepit - = = 7 -
. "{Then peace came," he said, "and] our enemies became our rulers.
They gave us .a new set.of laws, a new history, a new way'of 1ife,.. the
Communist way,of.life.xYetubheRCommunistSusay it is.;}?ﬁatIChalism.'Thisf' :
was a dull uncertain peace..y : . - e WL e A
' : ,,_:";1wanything-at.allsthatfhad'been~COncerhed*(with‘the“bﬁevioUs
: regime)fbecamedtainbed.EInhthefeyésfofmour;newthistorians;'everything o
. (they)_héd_ddne'was,evil,;Even~the_good”theyihad%dQnebwés=evili;f‘j' R
o T "0urihew way of 1ife was supposed to be Utopia, But it did
- not take-long{tozsee-thatfthe-underlying'ideaywas that the présent-
generation must always: be pitilessly?sacfificedﬁto'the“happinessﬂof the one” -
' kkﬂThe'new;iandﬂneforms_pnoducedionly-famine, whiéh”an”claWS;at,- 
the belly of all our.people. Their *materialism! became aniogre'which:: -

sucked our. land.dry. At first the. attainment: of.. nationalism seemedito ' -

conform to authentic justice. Then 1t showled} 1tself in true form=-a lie."
The new soclology has led to family denunciations, self-criticism and _
distrust. The people of our:village have been rubhlesslnyacrifiéedﬁto the
idea ofquOnomngutility;JNever-before}hasﬁthérefbéEnicruelty;bf thigm e
O.r'ganized:.‘;_:opder-..l_ll T B PRV S5 SIS TR S U R e e E TR SR e g
This old man went cn to tell of nearly his entire village
escaping, and of a boy named Mal Van Thinh, who provided a diversion for
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those fleeing.

"There could be no open talk of ‘escape; nothing could be done :
straightforwardly...
_ "We made plans but could not hold meetings According to the new
laws, ‘there could be no gatherings of more than four people. We passed the
word while we bent our backs in the rice fields, or while cur fishermen
unloaded thelr catch...
«+."There was no moon, [the night we escaped]... the seas were
'calm.... we slipped down: fo our boats singly or-in twos. ...Mal Van
Trinh...was creating a disturbance at one end of the village. This drew the
police, the Commissar and many soldiers...
"These [sampans] were bullt to handle about twenty-five people...
That night they each carried more -than a hundred.,.::
s Meeawe escaped... we were not’ especially jubilant...-our thoughts
were on Mai, ...
!" "Mai's father and mother had been killed in the ‘war and his only”
brother, . Cham, had been. burned allve, apparently because he was the head:of

a Christian youth movement. On the:afterncon of January 16.:: He 'was tied -

to a tree and brutally beaten with short bamboo sitcks. Then his
blood‘sqaked body was splashed with gasoline, ignited, and he was burned to
death :

...by morning {on the day we escaped] we could not sag land

we had the sea to struggle with now... our trip lasted five days and five

long nights. We could not have filres, for our wood was too wet... ‘We had -
" little drinking water or none, The decks of our small Junks were splashed
by every wave, .. " L : NI A :

I tell you this boat person's story, not because it 1s so unusual
but because I want you to know the dates. The particular village, 'Cua Lo,
about 300 kilometers. south.of Haiphong, was:icaptured by the:Vist Mink in-
1951. Mai's brother, .Cham, was burned: to death :in January 1953. The escape
took place at the end of 1954, :The :story was:written in 1955 ‘and published
~ as part of Dr. Tom Dooley S, book Deliver Us From Evil in 1956.

It is- bizzare to me that American s did: not and generally do-
not, know or understand the factors:which brought .about the war and our -
involvement The words of the Geneva Accords of 1954 =sayy: "Any clvilians
residing in.a district controlled. by:one party who' wishes to. go and live in
the zone assigned to the. other party shall be permitted and helped to do 80
by the authorities in that district_" (Underline is mine) , .

The people of the village of Cau Lo, and nearly a fore million‘:
ware. pot | assisted to leave.North Viet: Nam- but: webe’ brutally restricted, - =
Almost a million escaped. Pérhaps as many as another two million‘attempted
to escapé but were. stopped ~turned back, arrested, physically: beaten or
killed. When one.. compares - the:post. April. '75 period. with the 1954~155 v
period one. is shocked by the similarities, and yet s one’ who understands -

'why we made. the sacrifice, is . not surprised , oo .

S So many in this country, over the past two decades, have
questioned why were were in Viet. Nam, -why:did our brothers, our sons; our.
- fathers die... But so few have sought to answer the question. These men-
died for a cause, for a principle, for the altruistic ldeal that All Men
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Are Created Equal, that all men have the inalienable right to life, to
liberty. We identified ourselves with life in a free nation, with
self-determination and self-government, with dignity for the individual and
for truth unaltered by the party. For these values we were willing to risk
our lives, : Co

If we don't understand that, then we will have broken faith with
our brothers. But 1f we recognize what they accomplished, why they were
needed, we will always see them as heros, as martyrs to the best values of
the human spirit.

2L WOuld like to say one thing to you, -to: those of you with your
names- on.: this monument. .. You were the best. What..you did, no army.has
attempted to do. And you succeeded even 1if your success was later
forfeited.

It was right for America to assist South Viet Nam and to oppose
the Viet Minh. I am not saying that every American policy, that every
allied act, was right. But I am saying that, because we had (and have) the
ability to-oppose that evil, we also had the responsibility’ to opposée it.-
As John Kennedy sald in 1961, ".,.few generations have been granted the
role of defending freedom in its hour.of maximum danger... the devotion
which we bring to thils endeavor will light our country and all who serve
it..." That is the bottom line for those who'stand here. For that.there is
no apology. For those whose names are listed here, there 1s only honor.

’h""i‘

q'ﬁ ot

7 : L -'\ g e
(UAT SIS (R Cua T I_,’ -r" PRS00 o -"‘t"-tr:b’ o Zr' !
BONPLCY L A e s b e 5 ub%fw.a
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. IMAGES

Charles F. Hamkins .
Co, A/2-506th, May 30, - Nov, 17, 1970

Rain. Wet, but not real wet, Steady more~than~a~dri221e.’.The
sheen 'of tree :trunks, marbled by rivelets.-wThe;patterwplOp of
drops- onmleaves.- A thousand jungle timphany beating in time to :.
no-time. : T T L R

‘A platoon on patrol Ponchos glistening. Helmet covers soaked to
the steel. Moving carefully from hill- top to valley, and back
aqain. Just a walk in the rain.. : R :
"Just a walklng in the raln." - _

Who was_lt? Dannv Kaye7, Yeah That's the dude.‘

Leaches. Ten hundred mlllion sllmy, wet, blood sucklng, :
muther-fuckers.. : : _ : _ _ R

'Squ1rt a llttle bug julce on 'em, and watch em squlrm.;_

Mud. -Two steps forward, ‘one- step back: - Progress. Muttered
curses. Pitv the man walklng drag._ ]

Where to now, LT?

_"G01n"home in a body- bag.tlboodah.“_Doodah.ﬁifli

Play 1t, Sam. - 7 _ e

Rest halt. Wet cigs. Pull out ten spongy fags to £ind one half
dry, then. llght it with dishwater hands sgulrklng the rasp on a
Zippo llghter._ Good Shee -it, - i .

" John Wayne ought a see ‘me now.;gfquz~:'°

Shred. the cigs too wet to llght in the arcane bellef that the
.Gooks really care what you smoke. ”f-f,

v,

eratlon ham £y eggs. They always taste better when they re wet
Fuckln' gormet_meal.;. B . -

Wherers.thefhotgsauoe?“
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A beer and a hot fire would go good right: about now. You don't-
think about it long. ' Rest halt's over, C'mon feet. Do your
. thing. RS L LT e, R R

The: squish:of water in-and-out :of: your jungle ‘boots. . Dry: socks in
your rucksack. Maybe., Yeah,: ‘Hope Doc tremembered. the: foot '
powder. ' '

Then, just when you think you're about to get used to the wet,
gomeone steps on a land-mine. . s - .

Its not ‘the .point team. : They're too :lucky. for .that to happen. - It
ain't the LT, he's never where he's supposed to be. It ain't the
LT's RPO. RTOs are protected by the All Mighty. It ain't none of
the above. ' : : .

Its your buddy, the Thump Gunner.

B

And, you rush to help him. Oh, sweet everwlovin' Jesus{

One foot is gone. Gone. Mo boot,'no nothin'. Just white

- leg~bone stickin' out, And, he's moaning, tryin' hard not to
scream and give away .your:ilocation. ' Though,: God knows, the -
explosion must have been-heard.as far away as Ripcord.

The free- flowing blood mingles Wlth the rain, and pools. on. the
leafy jungle floor. .

He's got fragments up his legs and in his crotch ' Never mind that
you picked up a piece or two in your arm. AR R

You fumble for hlS first aid’ pack and fish- out the field dr9551ng
"=~ all. in slow motion. This can't be happeninq. You try to '
scream, for him and for yourself But words won t come,

He's dying.ﬁ Somebody, pleasew” Help Thump Gunner.

-You try to scream againy’ and wake up.

: Its raining. The plop~patter of. drops hit_ing—leaves brinqs you
back home. - The screenedhin porch provides shelter, but -you can
-feel the hard damp ~The. Sunday paper lies :scattered next to your
lounge chair. "‘Half an: Irish whiskey sits on.a small:‘table. The
supper dishes are, still in ‘the 5ink 1n the kitchen.‘ The Sonora
chimes strike midnnight o L . o SR

Slowly, you move to the- porch door and look out at the dark.r
Tears stream down your cheeks.ar PR S S
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So long ago. .So many years.

Gotta' go to bed. Tomofrow's another day.

Bast wife is in bed.'-hsleep. Has been for. hours. Beautiful; all -

naked shadows“and blond hair. She stirs.
"MEff. You okay, honey?"

-“Yeahy babe. I'm okay.

"You‘ye been crying, darling. What dis it?

"Yeah, just'a:badfdream."
"Come to bed, honey. -Its-okay-now.?'
“Sdre,'babe;' Lemme hlt the can flrst

But, its not=okay - and never w1ll be.

You straddle the komode and try to relax.

comes.’ Bad_aim._ You feal the plop-splash:

leg,

Piss: on -it. -Piss on'ail“of-it.

T
. ol a "

.'.‘.‘ ‘i :x gy
Vi ﬁ% 7.
e l’"4 K 1) J
¥ /SL : zf*

¥4 1S
/‘r“ "r#f‘{ ,U (’t

f=Another-bad_dream?"

Theswarmnetream~finally
»of pee.hittfngiyourg




The: new CURRAHEES on the M2 in Korea also have a new ;.
commander. He is Lieutenant Colonel ‘Micheal Mi Zals who took, =
command from Lieutenant Colonel Micheal Hess on the 25th of August
1987, LTC Hess reactivated the CURRAHEES:in Korea.in -April and thus
began another page in the distinguished history of the CURRAHFF%

All the unit property has been gafely transferred from Fort
Campbell .t¢ the unit's new home in Koreas . The:S8ink:rifle,Holy::
Grail, and several other artifacts are now in the hands of che 2nd
Infantry Division museum.f ' : = R T _

T want to thank all the former CURRAHFES who have written and 3
supplied me with historical Anformatlion, _ : L

It is- business as usual for the new CURRAHEES in Korea. Korea
has been called the last place of pure soldiering. This 1s because
‘almost no dependents ‘are authorized therefore the commander in Korea
has his soldiérs 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, It is a busy place
- with a real:world mlssion of being the first troops that will :
confront a Worth Korean attack. Because of the mission and hecause
the average soldier 1is only in Korea for one vyear very little time
can be spent on nonessentlial matters. The new soldier and the new
leader must jump in and function as a trained member of the team
right from the start.lj“'i : -

The 1/506th is the™ only American battarion Worth of the Im1in
‘River.. Getting to Camp Greaves the ‘home of the” 1/506th InFantrv
requires the crossing of a’ ‘single lane woodén’ bridge called _
Freedom's Bridge. From' the ¢amp you ‘can look into-North Korea.,-A
visitor to this northern bastion is immediatelv struck by the lack
of trees and the incessant background music provided by North Korean
propangada loudspeakers, Camp Greaves is built on a hill., To get:
““anywhere 1n this part of Korea you have to go up or down (to this
observer it usuallv seemed up) a hill.

The 1iving cdnditions for the CHRRAHEFS are spartan by United
States Armv standards, “But the enlisted soldiers do have mew -
 barracks with semi=private rooms. The Junior officers still. live in
quonset hutsy The isolation tends to foster a close knit unit.: For
the year the soldier is in the 1/506th the unit is his family, = -
- There are alot of stray dogs running around Camp Greaves, pseudo S
pets of CURRAHEE soldters, - From all indications the dogs are well
feed and very pro-American, The camp has a PX, snack bar, library,
gym, movie house, .and ‘club.i. The soldier. must have a pass to. get
'off-post and see the rest of Korea, . : g

The area around Camp Greaves 1s farmland Verv areen and
. beautiful in the summer and very brown and barren during the rest of
" “the vear. I am told that you have not lived through a winter until

S oyou experienced a Korea winter.The Imjin River is a shallow winding
~‘river. It is mot as significant a mllitary barrier as ‘say the Rhine
" “River is In Germany but it will definitely slow an attaoksr._ "This -
- 1s mot much rood ‘to the CURRAHEES who have the river-at thelr backs

f{but it does. pive the visitor the distinct impression that in the
‘event of war there will be no retreat for the 506th. They will

“wfﬂ stand W1th their hacks to the ImJin and fight.
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Many of you have written me ‘and asked why the 506th was

deactivated at Fort Campbell and removed from the - 101et Airborne
Division only ‘to be reactivated in Korea?

The anSWer to that question is simple' THAT 5. THE ARMYI

Actuallv under the new Combat Arms Regimental %vstem first '
implemented ‘in 1983 there were not enough units at Fort Camphbell to
insure:each of-the ‘distinguished reglments Iin the 101st Alrborne .
Division would :be represented, so-the CURRAHEES -were bumped. S
Fortunately the powers 1In charge gaw fit to save.the CURRAHEES. on
the active Armv rolls by redesignating a unit in Korea. It is

fitting that-the WE:STAND ALONE regiment should stand alone: north of
the IMJIN defending freedom s .front- door.

S e s

RS S - MAJOR -BOB. BOYKO
RS ,__”ReimentaldAdJutant
i e o 0506th  Infantry .

VoE o

TN B EO

- : K . . . - B S E_v,‘.‘-
'

The CURRAHEES now have an Wonorarv Colonel of The Regiment.
Ye is Lieutenant General David E, Grange, Jr. General Grange took
the. 2/50Ath Infantry, to Vietnam, as their: commander in December,1967
and oommanded them during their baptism under fire.; He was qelected-
from a.list.distinguished former commanders by the new PURRAHFES A
ubiographical sketch of General Grange fqllows‘

L
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i L‘IE-UTENANT:GENERAL DAVID ‘E. GRANGE, JR. e

David. E‘._-.\Grang*e',:-:;;lr-.‘n ‘Was borﬁ in  Richmond H.iu,'"-yNe,w York,: on :
9 April 1925. He. attended. high school in Sayville, Long Island, -
New York.: He joined:the! Army in: June: 1943 and gerved 'as'a -

Parachute:Infantryman in Europe taking part-in thé!Rome-Armo;
Southern:’ France, -Rhineland,. ‘Ardennes; :and. : Central Europe®

campaigns, After the:war, *he served in the '8%nd Airborne

Division, .and. in 1949, left Fort Bragg to attend: the -Army's:
Officer .- Candidate: School :at: Fort . Riléy, -Kansas. ~He Swag

commissioned a second lieutenant of Infantry on’'19-May 1950, In

Korea, 1950-51, he served:as a rifle platoon’ leader in the 18-‘2?th"‘:‘-;'=

Airborne - Regiment. Later, :on a second: Korean :war tour,
1952-53, .he - commanded: a rifle company in the ‘17th Infantry

Regiment. ‘Upon return ‘from.Korea in 1953, he was a Ranger -

instructor at .the Army's: Infantry ' School,” "Fort Benning, -
Georgia, .In - 1955; he -attended the Infantry ‘Officer Advanced -
Coursge, ' and upon . completion in :1956, voluntéered for Special .
Forcgs duty.. General Grange served with Special Forces at Fort
Bragg until. 1957 when he was assigned to the 10th. Special
Forces Group -in Germany. After three years in Europe with the

10th Special Forees. Group; he returned to ‘the United States to... =
attend. the .1960-61 Regular Course at:the Command -and: ‘General "

Staff. College, - Fort Leavenworth,: Katisas. Following . graduation

in June 1961, heiwas assigned to thePentagon for duty on the -
Army.. General- Staff. In 1963, General Grange: was assigned on .- -
-his first.itour ~to -Vietnam as a member -of ‘the Departmeént of ¥
Defense's  Research:..and. Developmenti. Field #:Unit :as: an .t
‘Airborne/Ranger/Infantry: advisor: ‘He: returned: in” 1964 to-an '+ -

assignment with. the US: Army Combat Development' :Command ‘as: '

the Army. Liaison Officer with ‘the:US Air Force's Special . Afr -
- Warfare; Center- and . Tdctical Alr:Warfare Center “at- Bglin "Adr

Force..Base, ‘Florida. :In..1966, he’.-was-:--moved‘i"'torz'Foz'!tfiB?ragg to-':-

become: the Assistant :Chief of :Staff, G-1, of the:82nd Airborne '
Division.- When . the. 10lst. Airborne ‘Division:-was -alerted for :
movement .to Vietnam..in :1967,:: General .Grange '‘was selected to = -

command -the .'2nd. Battalion, Airborne, 506th. Infantry. He took

command in August..1967,. and on 2 December /19674 took “his. - -
. -battalion .te :Vietnam., - General .Grange. -returned: to ‘the United =
States and ‘g . Fort Knox. assignment in D-e-c'em’b_,,er:=‘_1:-96-81£-:-W“here‘-a_he TR

- "served .as  Director -of -a special:- course for :Vietnamése and -
Laotian: . :Company . Grade Officers: . in.: the ! Allied Training .

Department: of .the Armor . School,:He next attended the-Army -
War - College, . Carlisle - Barracks;, Penngylvania, ~graduating - in’ -

June . 1970, General. Grange. returned to -Vietnam for his'third

tour .in. June '1970. where: he: again served--with"-the? 101st
Airborne ..Division; consecutively :écommanding. ‘the -Divisfen - v
Support Command and the 3rd Brigade.: Upon. his return:from « -

Vietnam, he was assigned as the Director, Ranger Department,
US Army Infantry School, and served in that position from July
1971 ‘until September 1973. In October 1873, he assumed the
position of Assistant Divislon Commander (Support) of the 4th
Infantry Division (Mechanized) at Fort Carson, Coloradse, and

an



subsequently Assistant .Division . Commander -_(‘Ma-neuvei-) in
September, 1974, General Grange was next assigned as Chief of
Staff, I Corps (ROK/US) Group, Camp Red Cloud, on his third

tour in Korea, on 15 August 1975. He served 'in-that position -

until June 1976, General Grange assumed the: position as

Commanding - General,.* US. Army ‘Readiness and Mobilization -
Region .- VIII, with headquarters. in Denver, Colorado; in June - -

1976. He. left this command .on.7 January 1978 to return for his
fourth . tour to Korea, ‘where::on 18 January 1978, General

. Grange. .- assumed the position ' as:. Commanding General 2nd
“Infantry Division.. On 15 June . '1979, . General Grange: assumed B

.command .- of - the 'US Army Infantry -Center, -Fort Benning,
Georgia. In August 1981, "General Grange became Commandmg

~ General, Sixth US Army,: Presidio of San Francisco, California:

n - 16.. February 1984,  'he .:left  the :Sixth: = US -Army for:

Washington, D.C., .to become Chairman, ‘Coordinating Activity. . =

for Historieal Observances, serving as prineipal assistant to ‘the: -
-Secretary of the Army - for coordinating-and - executing - ‘support -

for observances of World War II historical events. He rétired on ="
30 June 1981 -at, Fort Benning, Georgia and: c¢urrently resides in

. The ‘Plains,i:;: Virginia: ‘General. Grange has - complefed the:
Advanced: : Infantry Officer .Course; the Regular’ Command ‘and "
General - Staff .College; :the Army:War-College; Airborne School;

Ranger Course; = Special- Forces Officer *Course; :the. Strategic“"

Intelligence -School; and the Russian: Language Course. He is a -
graduate of . the  University: of ‘Nebraska at: Omaha, Nebraska, =
and .. the Advanced - Management: .Course, = Uhlversity - of
Pittsbur.gh.: :General : Grange“-:has: ‘been awarded the:following

decorations: _:.:D'efen«se-*f"' Distinguished:: . Service: Medal; Army - -

D‘istin_guishe:d-i; Service: .*M_'edal;-;.aSilvér '-S‘tarfj‘_-wilthf two: Oak  Leaf
Clusters;:« Legion. of - Merit - with’ one " Qak - Leaf" Cluster; -

' Distinguished: Flymg Cross; Soldier'si: Medal 28 awards of the
Air Medal 'with V; Bronze Star:Medal with V:and four ‘Oak TLeaf

Clusters; . Joint.. Se.rvicé‘ Commendation - Medal = with V; United.

States Army Commendation Medal with Vi and four OakLeaf
Clusters; ;Unjted: States- Air: Force: Commendation Medal;: and ‘the -+

" ‘Purple ‘Heart, France has :awarded -him'ithe iLegion of Honor in

the degree’ of. Officer.. Korea -has:‘awarded’ Géneral Grange the "
Wharang - Medal.with::Gold Star, : the - Kuksun : Medal and ‘the -

Cheonsu.Medal. -Vietnam' awarded him the Gallantry Crosg with

two palms and: SIIVGP Star, ‘and.the Military sHonor:Medal, First .
Class. General Grange is:a’ master parachunst with combat -

jumps .in:. World: War II: (Europe), Korea, and:Vietriam.Hé holds"

the -Combat :Infantry :Badge ‘withi seécond <and  third:awards, =
General ‘Grange is a:veteran: of twenty campaigns in three wars -
as an. Infantryman. .General Grange ls married to:the former i«
. Lois* M.: Okvist :and  has three. children:: David Liawrence, "

Suzanne Elizabeth, and ‘Henrietta Marie. : His pr1mary hobbles*-‘“f'-
are f1sh1ng‘, huntlng, and horseback rlding e
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come by foot,

CAMP EAGLE -« While Christimas I known us
he “seasen for hope  thronghowt ‘the world,
Serearing Inglc\ of the J01st got thelr ‘own
Chrlstitas “Hope™ on-December 22, .

More than 19,000 Screaming -
crepresenting i
‘throughout the'.” cpuhllc of
nérehernmost’ reaches jammed
Entertainment’ Bowl -al: CamAJ Eagle.

velticle: an

mlo Eagle

Clans™ and. Wis 1970 Chiristmas Show,
In tho early- afier, o5 The sup broke 1hrou i
clouds which had:covered:the area and deluped lfw

land wilh monsoon ains' in recont weoks, the ">
'-'_Jnlnlng to-sing "Slent-Night.) [t was Tollowed by a
Stinding ovation for the. troupp which show,

Chirlstmas {roupe wrosented the men of norlhl..rn

O MR owith o twosliour and 15 minute gift of
laughtor, song:” beautifi womien and, of course,

Bob Hope,

: Eagleg aud B
opmn‘lam’tls -
Vietnam's', -Ding,aAvLonss ang Le§ Brown and

“They -diad:

helicopter, from

bascenmps and lirebesis; some wmlmu for hmlrs._‘-
lo sae Bob.- Hopo, Lhe mliihry s proatesl, ‘Sanln_

The' 201h. Annual Christmas Show, and menm e
conseeulivg in Vietnam, fealuml ‘Hope;- -

sinpersdiineers Lola Pajang, coun (ryawosiurn. finger -

Hubti- Mertin, Cinclnnatl Red's entalicr Johnny . -
Pencki, Lhe (.noldlggers, Miss  World~Jennller
Tosephine ‘Hosten, :Glorla Lorting, the"
his “Hand of
Renown.*

Making an. unexpected visil to' the show was
ftepubilic of Vietnam Viee Presidont Ngwyon-Cag -
Ky, Also in attendance were LTG James. W,

“Sutherland, Jr., commanding goneral of XXV
. Corps,: LT

3 Hoang  Xwan' “Lam, | Corps.
commanding: gonetal snd DG ‘Phant Van, Phu,

.commandlng fcneral -of the TstInl; Div, (AR\!N).- :

The:finale featured the entirg:cast und auitience

offislals sald-*was the longestin yenrs.”
~Patients.at the 85th:Evaewation Hospital in Ph

MG lohn J, I!emrcucy opuncd the show by .. “Bai were-not: forgolfet Those wio were:unable to
welcoming Hopo eitd thit:opstinhehalf of GEN-.-atlend ithe show - had -fhelr own private
Crolghiton W. Abrotiv; Eamvsnding noneral of the - petformmee:as Flops ‘and members of s {roupe
Moy g Assistanes:, Commund, Viefnam -enteflalned 24 the: hospltul after the: shqw al Camp
{COMUSMACVY): Later “dn  the' program
Hennassey presenjed- -a-plaque.of, u;»preclation to -

. llope from :he ofﬂce:sand men ofl ¢ lﬂlst

‘MG -Ung,lc‘ I
- The “15-day tnur whE . COf) onsorod by lheg.
: Ucpartmem ofanense and‘the SO !

A CLUB WETH SWORD To SHAR[‘LN HIS: GA.ME MG chne%‘cy
préserils Bob ‘Hope with w.gifi. o belalf of COMUSMACY and in
_,:E:I:u{n) gcls a luugh-oue or mnny during lha slmw {U:8, Army

TO Me From Me

) Res
O i1 '!’IONS BASE
(JMAHAWK = -Did you ever

Uluvc'lsny in, Mcmmmniu Wis.
“We'd - like o send our .
warmest . wishes - for a huppy;
holidsty to ihe grealest puys of
the 1Q15E4n Vietsiam; We'd ke

ST A MDY BT L il
5 malicall at Co.. By 3rd . Bu,
(Ambly, 187tk InE, "hrought a.
great big Christmas grecilng to
the Screaming Epples.
A Chrlstmas.’

the “GIt Pac" was o card with
the donor's -patte: ierald -
Mack. [t was hisown; >

Pde,
letter, . & suy wi're thinking.alout you: + bR .
51-feet-long, was sént 6 the -over e, the g?rls sqiuy i Teatly ““1 rlgllltgowln and wnlic: tT":io t3.ire:|rs agcé. bﬁfm :
men of the 101st in cire of SP4  concluding 1ho (,hris!mae L er fetier?” 1LT Gerald —entered . tie o i 'é’]'}l E
Hdward Hanson, Baldwin, Wis. - messane, nck, 1 enhmnﬁpr[ng&_];a..d_{d. : enough-money. (; it na;n o
The letter. penned ona tolt of . -\Iorkil\g as nighit duty.offfeer. for . Paer -(a nonsprofif ‘Organiza IOE] ‘
_wrapping paper contdlned foot: -, The letter, 00 disn"ly at ihu - 2nd Dn: (AmbLY, 50fst:Int; . i?f San [31030}]:10 ?33’ or: Se\'crgr
Talter Tool of besl-holidny wishg SR Kkasan ™ ba flallo e recently recejved:a “Gify et 8L pacst sa mack, 1

toquested that the glft pacs be
sént fo mfanirymen and- that
otie be sent 1o 4 platoon Feader,

from. Tanson's-sisfer Loraa, a1 _flmﬂlquuﬂcn. hiis. slrawn nmny"‘ ’
l;‘lemg;rlin 3.': sthet}r‘d ﬁo?,,'l,‘; ~.smilys: from: Hic. weaty trdopars
Kelth Hall at Stout, State comingm from:-the ﬂeld .

s B o ; T - . F R P engint vy oo were platoon leaders,™
. L - £ ; { % Little di®t he-Know. that two
years and 10,000 inifes-later he
- wotthd rcwive his own: gt when
e became:a plaloon leader,

“F was -really- Surprised whenl
operied thy package.” | was going.
“tor send. o nole of thanks to the
donor -urlil 1 saw the name;”
chuckled-the Jicutenant. "I-was’
cable 4o 0te everyiing in the pac
and | am’ siill using. the. ink pen
that was included.”

from 1ho Unlted bmes Inside

~asia reminder-of a very pleasant
moment in Vielnam,

I plan to donale agatn ‘and have -
_the ‘Gift Pacs' sen{ to the:men in
the field, becanse they: .really
appreclate them and can- pui -
Abhew - to " good * use,”  the
lieutenant concluded. :

‘\()\H ( !IRI‘,IMA“. I’Rl’SI'NTS TUAT DIPN'T GET UNWRAPPED = Ihe vcry hunuilﬁll Mary (vtnver-_
svens fo;be. wondering. why so imany pifts aré (87t tying tnder the tree. Not gpening. your Christmos
presents is the same as pot taking - advaniage of your veleran's benefits, Check with your carcer
counselor or. focal Veterans Adminisiration ropres¢ntative when you mlurn to the *World." (Photo
Contlesy of American Broaﬂcastlng Company) (19)

since L had. several-friends who -

ILT miack sent thecard homc' o

“When | pet oul-of the sevice, - .-
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