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The 1ntention of this. Newsletter is to brlng those of us. together that are interested in
FSB Ripoord;: RYN, The evenis, ‘the people, - the Jhumor, the memoriee of that time are being .
written by those that served there. We want this to be healthy gxperience for ‘the -
Veteran, hia or her: family‘or friends. We encourage you to write, call and. talk, or aend s
a taped message to us with your feelings about. our Newsletter or. Hipoord in general We 1
' wish to improve ae we grow and your initial input is neoeseary ; , e

Howevar, there may be those Veterans who aré still troubled by thelr Vietnam experience L
We regret this situation, but can not .share responsibility for their reactions regarding &
‘the Newsletter contents. Ideally, thie Newsletter will help all of us through ‘our : past
and into a rewarding future SR S, Ry o

Me. Bill Aechliman -~ . Mr. AL Booty

. Mp. Mike Miller - Mr. Gregory Mitacek
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INCOMING

Dear John, .
Now that I finally. got some time. I
thought I'd drop you 8 line, and also
ask you something ;

" Have you sent, out - the new Ripcord

Report? The last one I have is the Sept.
.one and. they .come every other. month
rlght? 1'd . appreciate it if I could have
_ .the new, or the latest issue, With .my
- luck, you have. already sent ii, but-it’s
~ stuck in the mail and I’1]1 get
day after I mail this,

' Thanks for puttlng ny last letter in. the

Report. A few weeks or 50 ago I
letter from Steven Hawk, who served in
~the Ripcord AOQ... I wish I’d written
earlier because our band had .Band CamP
. at. Purdue Univer31ty in Layfayette, Ind,
this vear, and that is where he lives

got - a

it the_

He said he had some pictures & his map

~of that area, so he might let me take ;
look at it soon . : S

J,Blackie sent me the video he made of his
_ photos, 1 thought ‘it was great.. I[’'ve
__watched it a lot, and Dad’s .seen .it..a
few times 100. . S

. I’m getting more things all' the time for
. my museum, One guy. I wrote said.he'd. try
- to get me a pair of Jjungle boots; Talk
about.helping, huh?_aThis Saturday I'm

getting.my AR 15, finally. It took about

4 months but it! s worth. it,

Well,- thats -about it for-.now. I1'd
appreciate any help with the newsletter,
~if its already been sent .out. . Give my
best to your family, and 1’11  talk to
you later, o

Ww. T. Ripley

Sept, 12, 1988
Dear John,

I've

since.
I'm 8till recieving

sorry that its been S0 long
made a contribution, -
the newsletter and enjoying it very
much. Hopefully, in some small way, this

Again., keep up the fine work.

Jan. 27,

to fine

will enable you continue your
work, Additionally, in the future I may
“its

be able to. eontrlbute gomething to-

content;

Currshee,
James Kilgore

D e me s me mm o ee e e oame e

1989

. Dear John, -

Use this to keep the letter coming. I've
-never ;met you or Chip Collins, fbut'-from '
~your writing I feel I have, I- know -
Blackie personally so I feel the quality
"will remmin, As we said in D-2-501.

"Drive On”
; L pwemw
-John Schuelke 2
Ft{fMyersf FL : ,
Jan, 31. 1989 i
L

‘don’t know if +the .
: previous issues

~Now for-a_feW-questioﬁs.

Dear John,

:MayhehMOu ¢an- use the enclosed photo-copy
-news for-your

Eagle . Action - section, I
have ‘accumilated the tidbits hers & there

from various perlodicals over. the past
four years. I have been receiving Ripcord
Report for the past two -issues only, :so

‘tidbits :appeared in

I know I beJonged to: & sister Bn., and ny
tour ;ended in 69, but your Hipeord Report -
roally touches home.

"looking for' section? If yes, could  you
print the names of two buddies, I have
been looking for; for- 18 years. Both

“medics, 1/508 HHQ, 63-70, Melvin Howell &
‘Billy Eaton. Also ] -am looking for a 1989
copy of 101st ABN Yearbook; Will pay. top

dollar, Also, may.I have a copy of the

Rlpoord Heport pertalnlng to Hamburger

Hill? . ‘ - o
';Thanks,

(3)

Paul Greaux
/

\»:’dé.'.

Do you have a - .
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-Congradulations are in ordar~ for. Doc
opeed Sherba and his wife Debbie on the
birth of their son, John Carlton Sherba,
born on 11/24/88, He waighed in at 8
‘lbs ) 1oz

ek wm mE e b R em wm e

- 'It’s re-run time! Our ratrospaotive for

-~ this month was written by Chip Collins
and first printed in the #7 issue of

- . Ripcord Report back in May'of 1986. John

~and I thought it would be a good idea to

if Tgive_our newer mombers a chance to read
one of " Chips retrogpectives,

and I’m

- surae. that: the old~timers. of “our group

i1l -find. that it is well WOrth raading

, again S

‘-'Theﬁewhas been some interes£. in':the
vidéo.that I made for theﬂ-Da' 2/501

reunion last summer,

'foontact me or John Mihalko, If there . is
“epough interest we’ll try to put one

'_%together

L I . T S

A few of you:: have mentioned that. “.you
would like to loecate some of -your .-long
:lost Vietnam buddies, ‘There:is a process
for doing this that'hasAworkedﬁvervaell
+ for the: Delta: Raiders Assoclation.  We

.--have.located. over 200 Delta ‘vets who had
1968 -and

. gerved. with D, 2/501

between.
1972 ST

If you would like .
Yo' -smee a Ripcord Video made please

'3 Onapof thézbest'toolB fon§1o6atfngLaﬁvét'”

~ig your memory. Make: a .Iist of “all . the

. names you ean remember; -trying: to! make
.of

note of where they were from, Most
. the guys we locatedfwereistill living in
-+ the same area -as° théy'-wene~-whilew
_~Vietnam el D Gotaen L
G s A TITE FLFE
-fIf you can . remember the homs: town of
. ‘someone,
- that.city ‘and ask for the persons-
.-number in-the . . hope that he -
+in the area, If there: is no- number for
him, ask for the number of anyone ' with
the same last name, If it’s not too
common of a name you may get lucky . and

phone

ﬁin :

“try  calling ~ information. for

gtill - lives

reach a relative that knows his . present

location,

(4)

“Co. in Detroit, MI at

Look * through your photo album!
‘backs df ‘some of wy photos I had written
“the ndnes and’ States of where the guys in
the pictures were from ' :

{As you locate the loBt members
unit you will find that they can be

‘States of others ‘that served with you

“Don’t give up!
detective .

_‘Please
”sending us' & retrospective

Look through your orders for medals! They

usually list several names with Social
Security numbers for the guys in your

unit that received the same medal, - The
first 3 npuwbers of a Soclal Security
number indicate which state the card was
issued in, Once you know what GState a
person is from try calling information

for the larger cities in that State. We
-have”located seVeral-men-that way o

"If iyou ‘run into & briok ‘wall® with
information {an” unlisted numbar), ‘don't

worry,“ there may be a way to get through
to’' the 'person anyway, Call the R.L. Polk
at * (313Y861-H8470° and
ask for extention 533, The R.L. Polk" Co.

- makes city directories and can give you.
- the persons- address
 to him! L

Then you can write..f

On the .

‘of - your
very
helpful by passing along more nsmes and

in -
the Nam, It is a building prooesa ‘that .

‘takes a strong desiré -on: your part to :

locate your friends

You - ‘must ' think like a

ahold of your bhest buddy from the Nam,

_______
T T

support the Ripcord Report by
about your
tour of duty! S R

Blackie

‘They are out ‘there and you canq]#“f
find them if you want to ‘bad - enough. I .
can't even come close to deacribing ‘the

feeling you’ll get once - you finally get



”;_work is oVer, o my hours'a

C-?’fif"'s‘“”ﬁ‘ ;“Aw WHIPPAW:

'HGrootln&s onco dg ”ao fl@ld.f?Qo-g
CPirst of all, I must ‘apologize for the .
- delay-dn ths issue of the newsletter.

SIT/REP F‘i:f

-_Job, espeolally erh Lhe oover shoet

. 'i'('”

,l nake” 1o’ exous . an e planaLlon is
Vinorder, Having ust completed six weaks .
" . of double shifts at ‘work,. compounded. by -

" the sudden death of my father in 1aw,'
',_and my wife's surgery, I had no spare .

. time left to .get the nQWSletLer oopled
*”and out. in the mall to. you, the readers.

I didn*L reailzo How’ much'time it tOOk:w'- a
to/do the job untilk T didn't have the time.

C to'do it. I feel badly about the: delay,

ﬁ_but it just couldn t be avoided

o '.fNow for “thé gooflnews! The offen81ve at:
ack to normal, Kathy" £ surgery was suooessful,,

t',gand she's resting oomfortably-atghome, with the capable 8651stanoe of “her mother,

fff‘aI ve got the best.:,“m

_:_generosity

who flew out.from- Chicago hel] out.\Good'mother in laws are hard_to find

4f._Kathy and' I are also pleasedxto announoe'that sometime in Ooto_er“we wiL\ be
']}proud parents once! again.’ Since Blackie and Doc Speed are doing their besL i

fielding" Reoon teams, we flgured thet we, would suPply the_Spolnt men, "

- Blackie, ‘as usual, did an outstanding e

but ;o

Many, many thanks £o John Sohuelke, Doug Quick, Bill Ayres,anul Greaux,'Sonn {}._.";:” -

_id‘Caughlin, Rodney’ Mdore, Fred Béhirenis, . Vince Kenyon, and last, but not. least,: @ "
o Jdm” Fairhall, for their genérous contributions to. the Assocration. Without the..

n: The$oost for‘this lssue‘of-the NeWSletter cOmes to $185 40 We had a net profit d“"ﬁ
~of $14 60‘_'¥- geR : _ e 3 -

jI am proud to announoe that portlons of thrs 1s Were ~The
' rest of it‘wasdone by Kathy, at work, before she went into the Faspital I love
- ‘our coplery which' was® graoioUsly dgnateéd by the president of Conisolidated Bear~
ings, where I am employed. Many thanks again to Mr. Ralph N, Meerwarth for his .

. The copier was ‘our’ foremost goal four ears ago,’and now e have'one.

: y
.- goal 1s to'insure that we have paper and toner and funds ' for ‘those ‘needsi That. .

.'_ﬁis no Rlpcord A55001ation.-r;

' is where you, ‘our teaders come in._WlthOut the_support of our membership, there

: _'Ihe 1ast blt of ‘hews. from ‘the Flrebase oomes from Fred Behrens, an, Eagle Du
“Off pllot. Fred is‘working oni an initial reunion ‘for Eagle Dust-Off, 326th. =

.rff:Medical Bn., 10ist. Airborne Div,; 50th, Medical Bn., (Helicopter Ambulance; )*j’f15{jffjpf_ﬁ_
 Phu Bai Dust-Off, 571st.; Quang Tri Dust-0ff, All Personell contact Fred Behrens SR

:Our nextg{fd“ -
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 ISSUED IN SOLEMN WARNING, THIS __ DAY OF __ __ , 18 . . 10 FRIENDS,
- RELATIVES AND NEIGRBORS OF __ = T - T TRUEE

-Very soon ‘the above namsd individual will once again be in your midst . . LIl
~"deamericanized, demoralized, hnd:SOMewhat.fdehum&niZedQ'-It is hig . oo oo
 J;Q1gh_that¢heEéaﬁ”onbéfﬁgainﬁasspmg'hisfplace_'in':civilian ‘life ‘with
_ liberty;ffﬁééqqm;:;ustfcq*aﬁd'a,éggéwha@_belatgd'pursuit of happiness, '

. Iﬁ,ﬁﬂkihé?ﬁtébérétibﬁifﬁa W5i§6®é,§ndfﬁélp him addust to society, . you s
-must ‘hake ‘a‘few alfowadcas'fornthéfCrude{enVironment-in which he. has

- ‘suffered for the past ' ”monﬁhéfaHafmdy-be_a~ibit1rwulgar, “uncouth

o theamiddleibf'théfhiﬂht‘idr-guéfd~d@t?;fﬂelméyfpreﬁér,tongggt'on_‘tﬁq;-*

~and suffering from barnyard profanity, as well as advanced stages of -
dungle‘rdt;féxpgsure;gfampébig-”sténte;y &and  amnssia. -He wmust be
~'handled with care. A little'time in the land of the big P-X will cure
Jthemalady.! o BTt s T e _

Show no alarm if he insists on carrying.a weapon to the dinner “table,
'lOkaférdﬁnﬁ“fdf‘hié'stéélfbbtﬂﬁhénfpfférsd a. chair or wakes you up in ., .. .

. 'floor rather than sit on'a chair; lounges around ths ~house . in, thong
-,waandalsfaﬁdjaf10£n*olp£h§:élylyioffafs‘td"ééll'feigarettes}-'Ehma Toros
-~ candy to the ‘postman and neighbor -kids; and picks at his food @ = - ¢ -
- suspiciously with his fingers,. wondering where the . olive green. cang ; ;... o

went ‘that 'all the'fQ6d-cpﬁésfiﬁ:]Dbn?t-betsgrpr£35dfif_he'ghohld?}dump,ﬁ :

up from the dinner tablé and rush to the garbage can to wash his plate. = .- -

-with a toilet “brush!’ And don’t “bé ‘surprised if he answers “all

questions with "I hate this #3%&*@ place," He. is 50 accustomed -to = . . . -

using it daily that 1t’s a baéic_baft'of'hiS'c"ﬁvérsétiQn; Be tolerant . .

~ When he tries to'buy everything at less than half the asking price;. . . =
~atouses - the grocer of being &' thief _and 'refuses, to - enter’ an . .
.eétaﬁlibﬁmént“thdf_ish’ﬂ-énclrcléd‘by:rblls'df concertina (barb) wire; .

doesn’t have steel mesh secreens over the doors and. windows and.a -well * . . ..
sandbagged bunker along side, After all, this has been his standard, . ° - :

7‘>B€-t6lérant-ﬁhen he:Stﬁigﬁ;cbhﬁlételf:qﬁa;chgnges=thfgiﬁtq',Lhéa.fainiﬁbﬁ L

- with sosp in hand, intent on getting clean, or starts digsing. up: ; the'
~garden to fill sandbags for the bunker he’s building. Please don:t uso

the word, “re-enlist, extend, or lifer” in his pressios. . ..

traumatic effect onghiSJdeterioratedﬂmind:,pgpple”dancingi,malqvisioh}@ej;,-"
' blbndésffbrﬁﬁétteﬁfiﬁﬁd‘rédhe#dﬁwomen;"Iﬁﬂa.ns;atiVSIy}shqrtptime;;his;"g“
- profanity will decrease enough to permit him to associate. with . mixed .
~ company and soon he‘wili‘be“speakingVenglish;as'it'iwas$;meant,wto;;baﬂq; oy
. epoken, -He may oomplain of sleeping indgors and refuse to go to bad -
without a mosquito net. Don’t let it shake you up. if he picks  up. the: (R
phone and yells “Kismet one" or “Roger: Qut”; " for goodbye  or : simply . i.. .'

o Any'of thé.folldwing'sights_should be avoided'51n¢é tﬁey' can ’hé#é”féﬂ'.“:*

(8)



Make no flattering remarks about the exotic Southeast “Asla, Avoid
mention of the “Bennies” (benefits) of over seas duty, seasonal
weather and above all, .ask before mentioning food - delicacies of the
Bast, such as fried rice and nuocman (a Vietnamese sauce made from
rotting fish). The mere referance to these - particular subjects may
trigger severe convulsions and vomiting spells. And by no means, ever
ask why the Jones’ boy held 8 higher rank than he did. e

Be especmlly watchfull whan he is in the presence of women 'Qhe first
week,. He will probably Just sit and gawk, trying to remember what they
are.,. Wives and sweethearts are advised to take .advantage of this
momentary shock and move out' of his reach. When his memory returns,
ALL WOMEN between the ages of 8 and 80 had better take cover. '

Keep in. mind that, beneath hlS tanned worn and rugged exterl‘or" there
‘beats a heart of gold. Treasure thls, for it is +the only thing of
value 'he has left. Treat him with Xkindness, tolerance and an
occasional bottle of good scotch and you will be able to rehsbilitate
that ho] low shell of a man and civilian you once knew and loved. '

Please flll the. freezer “with steaks, the refrigerator with his '
favorite beverage, and put on. the coffee pot THE KID I8 COMING HOME“

-SFND NO MORE LETTERS TO APO SAN I‘RANCISGO i AFTER
THE KID IS LEAVING THE TROPICS. IN _

T ey

FOR
DAYS AND HEADING HOME. o

DA FORM §.H.O,R.T.

* * VEE?NAM VE?ERAN * * %k

“With special tooling the cover of our finest quality quartz pocke1 watch has been
| exclusively desegneg to hold the. Viefnam Veterans National Medal, All moving parts
| are Swiss mdde.

This spectacular medal is not feproduction but the authentic medal o issued by the

U.S. MINT, Appearing on the reverse side is the phrase, “Ii bonor of those men and
| women who gave of themselves in an ¢ffort to tnswre democracy and pam rbmughmu the
;rwwwmumkhmfmwﬁwﬂ” '

| ‘Hand painted to the dioi is 0 POW *MIA emblem:with the woids, FORGET NEVER.
| All phases of design ond marketing done by Vietnam veterons, A pornon of oll proceeds - |
| will be donated to PROJECT HOME: FREE. o
'FREE GIFT INCLUDED WITH EVERY ORDER TD
ordar your CUSTOM POCKET WATCH
COMPLETE WITH CHAIN AND GIFT BOX, Seng
$39.95 check ermoney ordar plus $3.00 postage
wand hendling o1 -

DESIGN ON TIME,
194 Oraklond Moner Dept. ﬁﬂ_
nghsplre, PA 17034

Check hare forfree gift.

Ncme

. Address )

City
Stote ______ Zip

Money bock guorontes if not completely satistied.
© 1987 DESIGN ONTIME

The uniqueness-ond limited quantity produced will insure tts suecess os o callectors ftem, - |}




Rodger "Chip" Collins
"THE APRIL FOOLS"

They had told us about the heat. It had
come off the. tarmac in relentless wavas

during the brief stop in Guam. But still

the impact on arrival at Tan Son WNhut

was broathtaking. In Guam there had been .
Here it was worse heat.

simply heat,
mixed with sweat, urine, shit and diesel

oil, Throw in that along . with. some of

the other aromatic . exotica that ‘was

- Southeast Asia and you have a fair sence
of" the sensory ovarload we were - faceda”

with,

You Qé read avﬁb‘uhfé"‘b'f ti{é £ ﬂghis Kc‘)vér-- '

and the airport. approach. and. landings..
Mine was no different than the rest. We
had started out as a boisterous lot but

as the hours rushed by we became somber.

and reflective, No longer the youthful

warriors setting out on their first real

adventure.

Stewardamaes who had enoburaged_ our
antics in the beginning eventually

roached the ~stage ‘'where they avoided

looking at anyone directly, They: didn’t
" Want to rememher our faces, knowing what

‘we were in for and that tany -of us wopld "
not be returning the same. We eventually = =
avolded looking at each other as the
" “final approach left us struggling with
-aﬂthe wonder of what we. would . be. ~doing,
‘and how the hell we - would - cope. -~ Being
able to.see ground-fire . put. the final._

-1id ‘on any thought of conversation

Two things happened ;almast immediately-

- that I should have recognized as omens .

My  duffel was

- ripped off at the airport befors I could
collect it. The. ride in the; large ‘green .

and screened Army. bus to. Bien Hoa saw us

: for the entire “tour.,

taking fire from an SKS

The duffel- presented “the most difficult
It . had contained =

of the two problems,

clothing;-records,'everythins The SKS

never scored but was symbolic of - the -
fact that everywhere in Vietnam was

Injun Country. Why the fuck could we
never ssem to secure a single plece of
real estate?

I had a oopy of ordera in my fatigues., I

- began the series of hops and Jjumps up

country receiving new sets of orders - at
each stop but no one was prepared, or so
they said, to replace my clothing. So
began wny first experience of making do in

the -Nam, Between help from brief frisnds -
and my own scarfing I made do -until I
rosched my: ' company .,
-when I arrived 'at.- Recon and was
" apologetically  informed the Camo’s we

Many months later

wore were not isgued and that we were

loft to cur own devices I smiled, Yeah, I~

can handle that. It's the part of Nam I

know like<an old friend. At the end of ny

tour I would be intensed when I learned

‘that no effort at all had. ‘been made while

there to retrieve nesded records from thae
States. I was asked ~ to sign .an

.. affidavid as to when I came in country to

be. able to Deros, It was like someone had

falt it unimportant ‘1 was supposed to
have‘died anyway. - .

'Coming in-zountry I had been worried.

about what outfit I would' eventually be

- ‘assigned to. I had been told that the

more strack the unit the better your

chances of survival., Charlie was not kind
f:to anyone but less s0 to the rag-tag

outfits. Some stories - inferred that

':Charlie might even avoid the bad boys.

Then I finally learned that' T would b

with the 10ist I breathed a ‘sigh of

.relief, 1st Air Cav and the - 101st had -
- --been my two top choises. To this day I am
- grateful that it was the 101,

caused me to go to Ripcord not onve but
twice and it seemed like’ we always had

the worst A,0,’s but I would not want to .
" _have gone to some of the other units I
;_heard about, e

7f-The ahort hops in the '¢-130" s, after the

accommodations coming over,
and down-right primative.

were noisy
If this is

‘flying I'll have Scotty boam me up

country, At one of the- stops another

" ‘precursor of the tour. A guy who had been
in-oountry several months was shot in the-

Sure it -



4 ~. rear’ is like this whet

. of the cold and damp- hooches.

of the head with a

. back: th- .45 while
watching an outdoor movie: It had heen “°
dark, hot -and - crowded, No immediate

suspects, Drug deal
related?  Jealousy? -What? They hadn’t
found out by the time I left but’ if the
the_ fucking

bueh like? & B
All thoee outpoete ooming up, 'Finally _
Camp Kagle and at last FEvens, Serts

‘training was a boring repetition of what
-we-had had in AIT- and ‘to- sone
Basic. The' only. difference was . the
‘authentic .locale,:Guard duty. while there
saw us poorly oriented to the task. Hell

gone bad? Racial -

to NCO eohool
“for its rustio appearance and ‘the fact

I had remembered the town

that a huge W was. on a hilleide above the
school, S _ :

‘Hie'naMe wae‘DrDave;Crcote,and:,Dave. was

an obvious stutterer. He was a likeable

 sort with his pot-belly,. sandy brown hair

~ and Rodney Dangerfield eyes,

He  got my
rogpect. It ended up:that Daves. tour

"_parallel to mine with his even ending up

extent f*-

in Recon. and ny team months later,:

He was
one of those people that mede the tour.

nwore bearable.

’g:His stuttering was an inteieeting thing.

it was confusing with all that was going

on. Red tracers, grsen tracers, Cobras
unleashing: their: beautiful = but ' deadly
light -shows.  Everybody but - everybody

wanted a body count. No wonder the bage
. camps were regularly infiltrated
.Finally I leerned L would be going to

"o'Biavo :0f -the 2nd 6506th. T arrived- after

r'dark one rainy evening. The’ damp s&eped

have _
. impact on stutterers by -following Dave :
thru his
fveritable maohine gun of D- Damns
~ Sh-Bhits,
' closeénsess and canraderie of the squed

I'm sure relearohere on the subdect could
learned a lot ahout -the -sooial
tour. At firet he
and of
~warmth,

But later_ in
it

the

‘fjvirtually dieeppeered The only exception

into your bonss and the first people I -

met - were  mostly shadows, I
- eventually introduced to Top. God I wish

a2l oonld: remember his nafe  now. I knew
: ﬂimmedietely I had found a friend
'-'He gave myself and another oherry a

“short" spiel that I'm’ BUre’ ‘4n retrospect

- he gave to every green-asshole coming in
+o& that 1f we..look after

. would:look after us, Still he made
'-wybelieve every word of it

“Tiger": Bravo, 3

us

I was. right about having found 8 friend ‘
related 111 will

‘Later, when Ripcord W
boiled over in- the rear, it was he who
‘kept me- from being court martialled énly
. because he had learned that I had looked
- after my men {n Bravo while'on ‘Ripeord,

- Healse: had zealouelr ‘seen that while on.

Ripcord- everything that could be done in

r:-the rear in terme of support wae done

After the b:ief meeting with Top the
other cherry and I settled down in one
‘I found
v ouy he Was from a town named Williston,
~:North Dakota that I had passed thru on a
drive: from Ft, Meade just- before ‘doing

was

"was Wwhen we _came.
'8-damned th-those -f- fuoking &~gooks
_ short order.
~Cote as_far ae
ngamnod 8 GOod dude

‘The monsoons were. beginning to breek up.
.- The

in oontaot .and he
in”

Wherever you .'are.. now Dave
I'm. conoerned you re a

the

> -coppany,. - .after months . in
';.lowlands, was now in.the mountains.. Our
orientation Had. made. us aware. .that a

?_”epring offensive into the mountains. was

" in progress.

“The weather was still:: such

. ‘that our getting.to the field was delayed

...geveral days, Word came back, the company -
. was deep in. Indun Country with ‘constant
signs of enemy presence and aotiv1ty

. They were in the Coc A Bo.,gr;,_. -

 Then' bodies o
" Currahee pad, Handled roughly out of the

began to come baok to

choppers they looked 1like they d been

thru meat grinders. The results of = brief

"Tekirmiehee and trail watchers firing from

" spider holes..
. back of the head as he turned around to
~alert his

One had been. : ;shot.

slackman that things didn t
,e_look good ahead SRED . .
_ We' began to meet. some of. the guye coming

" out.of the field,for various rear related

Ty

tasks, They looked bad. They stank, Their

ran .-

wag - a

in- the



- as Tsecirity”
spot where most of the platoon had “been -

fatigues were all to hell. They wers
beardy, They looked like man- kind  gone
two steps back toward aps, They ware
- quiet, dpeaking little, signing a " lot,

. They had fear written on their faces.

They ate with their henda, hunched over,
wolfing down food, -

We Wwere’ beginning to ba needed ‘In  the
fleld, By iioW several cherries  had
arrived,  Finally a bird for us was
anhounced, - There ensusd ‘a tetrrifying

first chopper ride-in ‘which they left k'

the fucking doors open.

_ The chopper finally approached a narrow
L. 2% and ‘began to .land. Therg were -apes

E “An - dirty and- ragged Jungle fatiguee

-securing the'L,Z. and’ dealing with ‘the

CuBual: log bird logistics| We were on the
‘dround. We were In the ' fisld with a

combat” infantry unit in’ fucking Vietnam,

John Wayne would have said it was’ about

time he told these pilgrims how lucky

‘they were to have him as a replacement _

‘Funny, ‘they didn't ‘spem to ca:e and I
was.not.a replacement I was a “cherry”.

: They put ‘us all quickly out of  the way
preferably ‘naxt to the

taking a shit

I 'was briefly with first platoon My
first night was epent with two  of the
- most field-scdred- people T @ver met’ over
- there. One was 'a guy ~named Shake? for

“obvious reasons, “Anothey was a guy ‘who
- Was plotting a way to get to the rear so

~he.could re-up’to got out of the fiald..

- -That night I hear& every Vietnam® Worror
‘story there ‘Was " about’ troops getting

their throat-glit while asleep and their

cock stuck in their mouthe No, they
waren’t trying to scare me,

A few evenings later on" O P with “two
““others an NYA in’ pith helmet and khakis

" almost walked on top of. usi The two

- others were digging in as the' O P, would
" 'soon become L,P. I was #o cherry that I

"had not even leoked and “loaded. The
delay in " my response and  their
“inevitable - one- permitted one NYA to
»"fight another day All that night ‘we

- He was extremely bush - savvy.
like a. survivor, someone you could depend

- several

o " They ‘tere
. dustifying the extent of their own fear

. -were probed close st hand. The rain: baat
 down unmerciful and we were ‘rapoatedly
~told not to fire unless engaged first, I

learned that night that . should we have
been “engaged” .and attempted to .come in .
with them:close. at our -heels :we would

-likely have been killed frem fire along

our own perimetsr. In cloge bush: being on
L.P. really meant you were an expendable

Jfirst alert for the main foree 5

With the exception of . the handful of
cherrigs I wasn’t treated with: anything_

but _trepidation by the old-timers.

'_JHowever one -guy. named Terry .Radcliffe,
-the platoon leader, : eased. some of ‘the
problems I might have had: : .

_1f‘Terry was from California and looked 1ike
‘he Just stepped off a movie. set . .or the

heach, His s0ft spoken, enoouraging WAYS
made ‘a point of making me feel at. home
and that I could at least do something,

~Ha: looked

on. He was.the one. friend 1 would have .
for. many. daye . ‘ '

ALl hell broke looee, only days sfter I

arrived, when .my ‘cherry  acquaintance
Richard Tapp walked most of first platoon
into an open area and an ambush. The
wounded and dead had to  be. carried for
hundred . - :yards, My . . first
experience with oarnage - found I could

- bloek it out if I stayed busy enough, Air
- strikes went, - ‘on:all around us and. we kept

expecting the = huge - shards - of shrapnel
from the bombs slashing thru nearby to

;Qtake off our heads.

. The firet platoon ambueh was only the

. .beginning result of the.fact theré.was a .

.. .gtrong force nearby. that had probed and
- observed our company. ' for . saveral . days. '

.. The trails we had been walking on. were
) practieally four-lane - highways = and we

kept going baok over the same ones . gvery

-day, Was someone stupid? You be the
‘Judge - o e :

'"iThe next day saw word coming afouhd: the
platoon. we were getting the hell. out of

there, Peeple were: Jjoyous, GQuestioning

~ found me told. that we. wore going to a.



- As'we prepared for the C.A.
: auperstitous

bird. From® the afr’

‘-,indiscriminately

'~ fipebase.  There we would provide
oeourity for’ mortars, artillery “ate,
- Bupposedly this was a pie job, One grunt

" “pointed out it was a lot like the tear.

" Never -was I told that the L.Z2 . would “be

- ‘Hot "or ‘that someone didn’t want s to

take on this Job.

By then T had been appointed Van Hout )

‘assistant gunnetr, We didn’t" raally det
_akong well, T didn’t know a. lot ~about
‘what' an-A.G, did except pack part of the

Y ammo  and’ keep it ‘clean and help him keep
seemed _

it fed during contact. Mostly I
to kooep in his way.

'“aence an uneasiness : from eome of "the
‘guys. - Old~timers could be
It was April Fools Day and

“they didn’t 1like that a bit, Not in “the

‘Raw-boned Do Kellogg eorambled over
‘falt for a. pulee and shook hie head ' at
Van  Hout,
Kellogg laid Terrys helmet gently across
. his face, The wind kept on fluttering ‘tha
golden hair e . ,

1oleep

and

VYan Hout .. replied "Fuck" .

The sun warmed uP and began beating down :

I' bogsn to

' extremely-

 Nam, Van’ Hout and’’ 1. finally boarded a

“the - ‘huge" mound of
“'dirt that was Ripoord - ‘looked ‘harmless.

- When we’ finally landed we. wers pointad
“in thé' direction «of what was “eveniually
“to be the TOC, Within seconds ! could

”diroot hit on the company C.P;

in earneat. Time moved quickly until. the
fafternoon In our first hour

there Ware

some 26 serious, . casualties inoluding a

fFinally weo received word that we would

sepure another part . .of the figure :aight

‘shaped  hill. A sigh of relief, .That

little spot we were at initially had 4o
. be the hottest little place this side of

Tijuana, S

In the process of moving I ran into the |

€¢.0. He' was about as.new.as :I. Rumor

’;hear popping eounds in the valley around

‘Then “came the sssh- crump, ] - “had
1'landed in-a shallow’ depreeeion on the
~ wrong 8ide of Van :Hout, He ‘had’ alreedy
- --taken te-te shrapnel in ‘his face. Had I
been on the side I was supposed to bes I
would have caught more of that shrapnsl,
The rounds were extremely close,

,only thing saving us.

I flooded Van Hout with queetione 1

withinf“
a few fest and the depression wae the_

Jong . that . the
]promoted was to 80 infantry, o
was true or not he looked the .part. with
’hie balding head ~and bafkers dispesition,

had 1t that he had . dockeyed a desk :
only way he. could be ;

Whether it

He. recognized me and approached excited

as hell asking ne what I felt about .just

'-“having earned an Afr Medal. I mumbled
“That’s something” but silently thought -
"You fucking Jerk, we have Just - lost

~;psomething 1ike 25 men and you’re going. on
- .about - your I
- couldn’t undsrstand why I hadn’t - been'

piesy*aeeed Air Medal®,

' told it would be that bad and if so, what

" didn't know what that stuff was.. What
"~ the fuek 4s +that noise  Van ~ Hout?-
Mortars, God. Damn, get ‘downl I ='was

flabbergasted. 1: didn’t have anything to

shoot back -at.

People were falling all around I lookedg?n

boshind and slightly -above" us
Terry Radcliffe was down.

and. saw

Van Hout frantically . yelled :for
“Aid~Man" .
knocked off. His blond haip -
the breeze., He looked

riffled
serena, ..

A wideningfjl
pool of blood flowed out from- under. him R

like a}@f
child that had finally drifted off tQi;g?

The.’ mortars continued A
e : _ '-_;We continued to

had we done to prepare for it,
~from  the . Vietnam - primer,
" command, Find your-own ways of verifying .

A “lesson
Never

what you've been:told. It was rare after
that that I ever trusted any officer

take oasualties Birds.f'

_were put out ‘of ‘action. Wé were seriously
 “'beginning to’ queetion “holding the  hill
. gliven its .size, the
fighting - positions ~and .the tremendous
_-;4caeualtiee
_-[{'foroe wasn t enough
Radeliffe’s helmet had beenf;;]?
- Toward duek ‘the: order
- fuck off, There

laok of reinforced

.Even: Heoons being there inqd
came - to get the;
were bodies left, A
ohopper was down and they did their beet _

!

I

14y

trust’ N



to strip it of anything useful, We were
low on water. I felt like hell rifling
thru a dead mans ruck for food and
~water, Later I would remember that and
smnile ‘sadly at how naive I’ d besn then
-compared to what we would all in the end
do- Juat to survive

“Our’ group was oné of ' the Jast in the

line that moved off the hill as darkness

quickly overtook us, I was to learn
yoars-later that a lead element of Alpha
- Company provided us escort off that hill
“-to an NDP &ome distance away., As ‘we
moved - off the - guys who' had warned
earlier about April Fools Day heing a
bad omen mould be heard with their 1
told you mo’s,
April Fools for oven coming to this
*damned plaoe

oy ol

EPILOGUE

“My first “several- 'days“ in "the  fiald,
- whioh had included“ the infamous April
Foold Day -assault, had a profound impact
~on the way I- wOuld relate to Vietnam
“from there on out,” “Initially as;’ avents
shaped up from the time I saw ‘my first
“'NVA to the fear I saw in’ ‘soldiars in. the
{*bush, to the carnage of an ambush and

“Yaah, man  we're. -the - 7
trusted very few

eventually the full might of the NVA on
Ripecord I was confused and scared. Later.
I became angry that so much life could be
lont with such seemingly little effort.

By the time I spotted Terry Radcliffe

dying, who to me had sesmed un-killable,
1 had begun to ~come  to a. purpoaeful
reaolve

I had learned in a few da?s that the  NRVA

“oould kill me. Command might cauge me to

be killed, and that no. matter. how good I
got at killing back I could be killed, My
reaction was if thats how it is .and I’'m

‘going to die then at least it’'s not going
to be Bimple

Foreveri_after that during ‘my  tour. I
people apd tried to
come at my own conclusions 1ndependently

. from’ what I saw, or was told, or heard, I

think ultimately that saved my life along

with  the infinite good  luck we all
neaded. The other thing I tried to do was
‘be damn good at whatever it. was: I was

doing, whether it WaB walking point,

fstanding guard or carrying a machine gun.

I did it not_ because I was.. gung-ho but '

‘because life was so hard in the Nam that
Jluck. and opportunity, as. we .knew it
existed in.the States, was non-existent
.there, It waa, I felt, my only: chanoe of
isurvival if there was one at, all




(compliments of Art Wiknik)

CAMP-EAGLLE:« In another exatnple’ . Lt. Col. Phuse is hé deputy sector forces and were shipped by vehicle-lo the  police. ‘and  National Police began
of VilctfaAhws'e'-A'lguric'an la’c:i':_al eommander of Thua Thien Province. . village, ) et o contédlling tatfie throwgly the village on
cooperntion, Vietnamese Mobile Regional * - Lt; Goli Roy J. Young, commander of - U.5. solditrs. and: Viatnamese. were' . Highway I, detaining ailsusptets: :
Forces (MRF), supported by units of the the ‘Znd Br. (Ambl), 502nd Iaf, who intermixed in. ¢adh 'plaiaan, and”ihe =" " Four MEDTAP ltems. wore on the
1038t recently condusted a corddr and @ was fn-charge oI the operation, labelled  elerents pruecedpd to~_elosc ayotlrid Phy seene tllgoug}1oui‘_ the day, Tendering
seareh operation in the villge of Phd. the Americans’ role 4s one of “providing  Luong on three.sides, The sea-side of the  .medical sid (o petsons whe had already
Luong, south of Hue. i support and command to and for the village was sealedoff by & Navy patrdl.-been processed’.ond released from the
-t ¥y participating Vistnamess forees.” boat, o L o feeordon Tl S L e

"The purpose of the operation,” safil = ~ The operation actuslly began when AL firstlight the-sweep beganias MRI's . it ally thejolst: operation: nigtted 65
Lt, Col. Le Thien Phuce, “was to fiid - kwo companiss 6f MRE'S rolled into the' moved through the . village: while  persons. tamying false identification and
and amest. enemy sympathizers if the’ *'0Deuce™ reat 4t Camp Fagie, Later that  Screaming Eagles sscured the périinater” .one gonfirmed: member.of the Iocal Viet -
populated ares," ¢ - Dight, they linked up with American * of (he cordon area, Meanwhile” ARVN ' “Cong Infrastructure, : )

B TR

Yol, 117 No. 4

CAMP EAGLE - Vietnﬁfmiza}ign of the; - Tiason fothe 151 ARYN Biv. Arty, and the Ist
‘war involves a lot mofe. than. fctical’ ARVN Blv. ?@rt»,commandea L. Cal. Le Ngoe
“training for the men ofDi\f., Aty ol '\""f"‘hphe-'la_c—_k'riéf;It'(:c)in'iqal' m‘agl\_iéls.,pﬂ ilie.:RISS n
;. Ong-of the-Div’s Arty. units, the 2nd Bn, . Vietnamess 'i§ the ‘maln problom,” says Rogers.
PR i wen condueting  The goal of the profect,”™ he.contintes, i to -
(AmbL); WL1th” Arty. has beex conduating . uns B e e rising. the
an exténsive mainfenance trining Program: - ApvN“yriillery’ personnel with the most common
with theiFst ARVIN Div. Artillery at various - malntenenes problems, as well as some of the
artillerysites nofth-of Hue, 10 . b m'c_:l_rct_r—i:h%r:gaivat.m aspects ol howitzer
Py Tr At oy b PR AR § 1§ 511 ¢ -3 R R : R P
fl"}}@ program - is . curren?lly ﬂlmc_d. at . The project has anather goal as well - to cquip
nedium - artillofy."pioges - the 155MM - avery ARVN . I5Siam batfery with the “specd
towed howitzers, The 2/11th Arty.is a 1.55 . sm{;l” pedes;all. i i (e 51
Suttalion, ] ie- special mounting allows the. S-lon cannon .
AN ; . ) boew s L0 hE rotated, a full 360 dogreés withjustithe push:
~ The 34th ARYN Arty:Bn. ad one batlery-of - o0 3" ghaee o’ ocestaly are-belng installed by
- the ddth ARVN. Arty, "D“‘f_ n.j._nidc_rg:otf[em_:_gnt-.- ai:rIH‘Lin‘.e-:thc.}idwﬂmrs.ﬁdne a'a linig,; to. Camp
inspeotions . plven..each oft “thie pleces by Hagle for instatlation, AL the sames me, any
maintenence:tselnigians:frem the 1O LE unit-Most * youcanty mafor malntenance is-alsozperformed;
. deficisnoles arecorrected ch the spot, - - - © Meanwhile, Mpection teami- from fhe. 105
- The project hias been sodrdinatéd. by Capt. Jerry, DIV Arty, Have slready.visited many’ ARYN fire
Wi Rogels, St Louis, Mol the. 1015t Dy, Arty, . basesdn.the 18t ARMN:_I_}iv.:;arca._orop‘cr-at_io(xs.-'

~ - CAMP SALLY - “Waterbome™ troopers of ithe. Pohl
. ?ri'dge- Boat:Patrol are-a unigiie and valudble asset to the
The team i ma-’:]‘e,ugfof_ voluhteers from the 32645 Bng
Bn, and: 4 platoonssized elément fromi-the st Bn, (Ambl
502nd Inf. - Do
‘The: Boat. Patro] was>organized under the. direction-of
engineer Staff Sgt. Robert” W. Cillison of Knightstown,
Ind. A reguest for men ‘with inboard-outboard. motor
experience  went oui. to . the Infantry baftalion's line.
companies. . ] g
The secruits who were sele¢ted underwent an: intensivs
orientation-at Camp. Eagle, covering the' maintenance and
operation of viver craft. These sessions wers followed by
--pragtical exercisos:glong the rivers around Hue, . ...
. - The ‘Boat: Patrol.employs. {6+foot fibergiass boats with outboard
moio_r_s. Several pneumaticassault boats are.a)soidn use,. .- G
.o ity George, A, Casalne, officer in. charge -of operations af.-one
“bridge: near. Hue, described the patrol's mf
performs:reconnaissance, of. areas likely. to be used py.the enemy for
wntiltration into the:city of: Hue and the surounding ares,” -
* n ‘additlon, the patrol checks an-average of about |00 (slorman’s
.-permits.each.to Insure thatthe enemy Isinot using the waterways Lo
transport food and other supplies;: . =~ . IR
. Desplle the fact:that they have been operational only’ 8. short
«. Uime, the crews have already been. eredlited with, finding, nimeraus
. _enemy emplacements alonf the tlverbanks, =~ .- T
s When gsked ‘about: the: future of the Baat Patro) Cullison.ceplied,
) ‘W_e were originally attached 1o the Infantry bat:ai;gns fora.90-day
pociod dyring.the talny season, How.long we will be.able 1o dontinue
operatlons will depend on. how miich the waterJsvel drops after the
monsotn talns are over,” o .

3$ion, “The, Boat Patro)
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Communists May

Stage Tet Attack

_ CAMP EAGLE ~ During the past two years, the Viet

Cong and NVA have chosen the Tet holiday Tor an -

-offensive, They-may weil do so ggain this year, Tet will e

officially celebrated Febi 6, 7 arid 8, but traditionaly the

Vietnamese eclebrate # for at least at week. .
There are several reasons why the Communists would

choose the Tet hotiday for an extensive offensive; They . ‘

include psychological seasons as well as tactical redsons, -

The population it much more mobile during the pre Tat sedson, -

The prople are-busy making purchases to make Tet a happy-holiday.
They are visiting the homes of telatlves, Farmers come th (ke city

moye frequently than at any cther time of year. L o
In the past. the VC and NVA hive takea sdvantage of fhe - .
Inereased movedient toiplace. fighting'men in tactical areas, With the.

inereased nobility 6f the country n- ganeral, t 1s mugh harder to:
- identify Communists whe-are moving into-strategie areas;

. Tet to the Viethamose is a time of happiness and peaco; it is.at
~, timé 4o be.at home with loved: ones, They até looking forward toa -

new and more prospefous year, .
The psychological gains the Communlists can make a¢ Tet.with &
successiul offensive are great becausn. of these tradltional (eelings

" and desires, The peopls do not want {o think of wat and . the o

hardships that come with it during the holiday season,

. Dusing the Communist Tet offensive of 1968, the VC-and NVA -~
took advantage- of the psychologlcal and tactical'sttuation'te shock..~ -

the,slied forces, Thers are-severdl lossons that can be leamned from :

“studylng the-1968 offansiy

€,

The offensive proved. that the Communists are -capable of
launchlng end coordinating a major offensive, it Is » grave mistake to
underestimate the snemy's capabilities, The altied fogees now realize
that the most suceessful deterrent to an attack s jotabiprenaredness,

There are several things that the enemy would Rave {6 douto stage

a nigjor offénsivesthis
Screaming Eagles,

They: would Hhave to posi

ton:eaches lir staging

year, All.these. things can be:stoppediby alert

areas; and-prepare

bunkers and-caches along the advancs and withdrawal routes, They
lings dnto the staging areas,

would have to have.rasupp|
Sappors would havo to

1 o
ﬁa placed. In. or near-targsts, NVA units

would have to be Infiltzated in small groups o the areas where the
. atlack would start, Reserve unlts.would also Lave to be placed'in the

ares (0 inorease the monientum of thy attagk.
Adert soldighs and recon teams should be 2

ble"fo spot suth

positions during the days befors Tof. and t?emby tHwarf such an

offénsive, Gelting set is the best way {d stay

slert pnd aliys, - -

Col. Schandler Takes

Charge Of 3/187 Inf.
'sr'oi';hﬂ;w sEevc'?a}:grs“mtc?mrﬂ

attallon oharige of -
command cétemony intoa very

a- regent

. -spécial event, - -

The -group sonsisted - of'
cand miltdry
offlials -from: ‘the: Phong Dlien
Distriet. and the: Thua ‘Thien
Province:chisf who wers thers to
witness the eeremdny In whieh.
Lt Cob Witllam: A, Stelnborg,
g-of Prussia,, Pa;, turned.over
(AL, 871K tnfantey, 1o 1o
. mol),. 187t Infantry, to Lt
Col, Hetbert ¥, Schandlor, -
The Yiednamese: watched: as-

governntent

command of the

~Mal.. Gen. John M, Wdght Jr.
‘presented  Col, Steinborg . with
‘thy Leglon of Merlt an
31d° Brigade : Commander Col,
CWiltiam 1. Bradley
‘P@fo_rsburg, Fla,, pralsed. the
Rakkasanis' effqr{;

Dien District,

. Coly  Schandler,
“divisions ‘inspector’ general,
gecepted the .battallon's -eolors
ftort-Cal, Bradley, He volced the
hope  that:. fhe Amerioan
Yietnimese cooperafion would.

continue-as:the 3/187 carrieson |
- -Akgir -efforts, througheut: the-

Phong Diesi Distriet.

when-~
St
in the' Ehbng .

former

The Screaming Eagle

MANY

S

Sy
£y

Feb, 2, 1970

THE NEW YEAR BRINGS

RPIIZES

* Get Set For Tet Guests

GAMP. EAGLE — With the posibillty -of an

enemy: offensive oocurting during-the Tet-holiday,

1t ¥s important for each man to:be-certain that.

both he and his weapon are in top physioal:

vondition; . T
The Division_has te be prepartd for Tet, Dut

Screzming Eagle is ready, There are séveral things
{hat' ‘must 'be -done 'to insuré Indlyidual combat
readlness:” - ¢ ‘ R

“Increased vigilance 43 one of thé most nece_’ssa?:-
defenses against: anattack, If the enemy {s
‘detteted early; hie can’ be' stepped;. The.flghting
--posltions must-afford 2, good yiew of all.possible:
routes of approaohy and the individual soldier mirst
be alert to enemy movement -at his front,

in the best possibis .condition, Bven the: rear

echelon personnel mugt B¢ propared 16 repel an,

attack op the base ¢amps, The Mei6. -will collect
dust and. grime that” can Impair fts (iring
capabilitios even while stored Inwa vifle.ragk, ~+ &

ghiecked for its .combal. readiness, Are the
“elaymoras - and- Tougasse in- good pesitions? What

v

The

The :Sufoamlna EaFk..ls an -guthor|.
st Alrbom4 Olvision [Alrmchllo . RYM, far imilltary, personnsd. View s and
Bpnbm BX[To3! - Ahjs- publicstion: are ‘nal. hecessarily thoss of the
Departmant ot the Army. Reproduction of all'matarial othar than ¢ opyrighted
[piahe i A el g SR SRl Bl
iy . : fAlrmobiis,. APO :San -Erantifco.
g NI_:aPrinhd-.}n.-quyo. J,-p-r_lby.Paciﬁc Lare'and Sisges; - . Frinclis

" Commanding Geaeral - .

- Information Officer -,
- Command

Edltor i v
Edi

v
.
[§

1A

.

forlal Assistant [ 00

Unil-Gorratponident” |

. Ol

A

Iriformation: Officer

i

1ed: Army newspapsr published: by the

Sirgtinilon:i$ 050

o+ M3, Gen, Toln M, Wright Jr,
s v oo, MajRichard L, Bryan:.
v o Capt, Allen Ji:Dines -

o - Speo4 Tom Atwell

ﬁn ther .,
uss Brown: .

4 i working

* grder orhave they corroded: and rusted untilthey
will nio-longer:fire; Are-telp flares n plage? -

Protestive. wire ds-one of the: best. ways 1. stop

about the firfng. mechantems: are: thel i

sappers. But it must be In-gocd c:q'ndﬂion-. If there.

“Gunslinger’ Leaves

‘tanglefoot;

the Division {5 not prepared unless each fndividual’

Porsorial weapons and ammunition must be Kept

+: The bunkep line s another area that should: bs.

are bredke-Ind the. wire, the enemy -will {ind them

and slip. through, A l'f)l‘st- Kit-Carsen Seout who

was formedly an NVA sapper ‘has sald that
J;lac'ed two: 19 fout. inghies above the

grotind hinders-sappers-mor Than anything.else, -

. The fightlng positons ate: not the anly things

that must He Kept in yop shope, Helloopters, jeeps

Jand all’ other yehiclés must Be reddy to' go at a
moment's notice, As a matter of facl, zll support
eqitlpment should bein Asone conditioh,.

Radis positlons should be wéll known by all
membpers of each unit:"And every soldisrishoutd
know how ‘to-gall for supporting fire, ‘modevaes

“and information, Each man-should alse know how

¢ use pyrotechnics and what-each color means,
Along with the weapons, the soldler must make
sure: “that his flak. jacket; helmet and: other
grolech‘ve geag. are’ (n.good vonditlon, The soldier
Imgelf must .- romain_in ‘top: physical “shape,

“Aveldents to “perSonnel cost-the Division an

average of 92 persons a_month losi from duly,

- These are men wWho can not be-sparad-if the 101st
As.going to be 100 peresnat ready for Tet. -

The Importance of belng ready for anything
during, Tet cannot be overtressed. [L is the
resp onsibllity "of exery man to s¢8 that he and the
Buy r;cex‘t'io hifm-aresteady and capable to-ropel an
atiack, TR
AQetting Set for:- Tet -is¢, the, duty™. of cach
indivigual salder, . - ‘ i

Spee. 4:David Rose

- Col. Whlie ]Sf

" CAMP' BAUIR '~ Col, Frank

L. Dietrigh, well. known. by ‘his.

<ode. ‘Hame, -Guasinger, -has

‘Brigade- to.Cal,.Jolin D,:White In
geremonieghere. .
Present. for. -the change of

M, Wright' Jr, . commanding
i?n'e_ra! of the :i:o 8, Lt, Gen,
elvin  Zals, ' XXIV

“Asslstant Diviston -Commanders
‘Brlg. Gen, John. Ti: :Hennessey
“and Birig, Gen, John: G, Smilth,

© Getly: Wright pald-tribuge ta

passed - the “eolors of -the lst o
+ chaliengss
-command. were: Maj, Gen, John:

] -Cotps”
commandlng géneral, and

" veteran of Kofea, - .
~ The new Yrigade commander

the  departing. Tst. “Rrigads

-tommander, -Col, ‘Dlettlch,” Ty -
his: -outstanding’:Jeadership: and’ .

asked the meq of ‘the brigade to
“éontinue

in the past,

Lol White comes to tiie [0st

from XXIV :Corps where' he
setved as. the head of ¢l

5 ersonitiel) - He ‘compieted his
rst-Vietnam dour with the 1st -
Alr Cav, Div., as a2 battalon
-commander; Gol, White Is also &

Bde. C

meeting  "the -
Yot have ‘met so well
“Adrborns

Is a graduate-of the Univetsity of
Omaha, with-a degree in business
administration. - A - native of
Ozerk, Mo, "he now makes his

~home in-Springfisld, Va; with his
~wile and. four children, )

“He -Is. o' 1948 graduate-of the
‘Sohool Tand  was
awarded the Master Parachutist's
Badge in-1966. .-

<=:Col.- White has “tegefved the
Legion of Merdl, the Brbnze
Star, the Vietnamese. Gallantry
Cross witl Palm; the Air Medal
and’ two  Purplé. “Heéarts, He

. joined the: Army {1945,
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:"Whﬂte'Tea'm Séwe& As Point ;
‘For 2nd Brigade Infantrymen

_5e much mansuverability. The

CAMP S.‘\LLY - !nfanlry:ncn
of the Znd Drigads have become
accustomed to having a Light
Observation Helicopter-fly point
[or thems’

Thé “point team, "or "Whité
Team" a5 tite.avinfots prsfer to
be kncwn has (he mission.of

. prowdlng clorward
recannaissance . for .ground:
1roops.” The tearas . offen. £y
below tre level in. search of !he
tnemy,

©. MO mission,” | gays Capt

I‘homas Avery, Palm ‘Springs,:
Calif,, *is to 'fly close to :the
around until. we eithier. see signs
of the- enen\y, ot Hig're ired-
upon,*’

. Capt.. Ayery is 4 veteran: pllot.

. With; the 2nd. Brigade's "White

- Team,"™ with dver 1000 flying

“houisin Vietigns, He has been
eredited with. locasiiig numerous
-enemy- bunker positions, ‘tralls,
caches and trooplocations,
C0O& téam normally. consists of

‘Divarty Hits

~NVA Targei's‘

In A Shaf

CAMP EAGLE - Howitzcrs
from the 1015t have biasted
cnemy targets in the southem A
Shau  Valley, destroying more
than 400 bunkers, huts, bridges. .
and fighting positions.

Five 105mm howilzers from
Btry, A, 2nd-Ba, (Ambl.), 3201h

whaty, snent nasrlv fwWo Jays T
an ‘abkndon’sd flrs sipport base.
in the Div.iArtys most recent:

.. probe of the'A Shau, :

“Blements of the 4th Bru, 774he.

Arty, Joinéd'the cannon artillery .

) des:roymg .36 huts and
damagtng 2% more, The aefial
rocket: Fartitlery ‘batjalon's
‘heavily-armed . Cobra gusiships: -
have-been used i conjunctisn
with tube-artliery: on- a{! of the
‘Div. Anﬁ/ , Taigs to.date,

B '353. ehemy . fightlng
positlons were: ehgaghd; - Rour

wooden bridges. were collapsed
by artillery Tire, augmcnted by

‘311' stnkcs

two OH-6A Cavise: helicoplors,

“One flies ¢lose Ap the ground,..
while the other supyorts it from-

nbove‘

5. Kevin Kenehr,}
Med lcid Mass:, x-crew ghief:

wuth the *White Tearn™ says,
"It's 4 unigue experience Nying
with the team, beeause. we have

-}_mllcomcrs
s dike
C Temarks, jokingly,

The Screaming Eagle

QH-GA s thc sports car of Aml)'

YAL '{imcs, flying the lew bird
vilg in hcavy -traffie
the: States™ -Avéry
'\‘.'hen yoit: -
fly at such.n low specd thete's
plenty of time ol look qround o

back - Iy

Good View A Must
For 3/! 506 Fareibase

“into a habnabie and- defendable. military oonipjex fell to thie

o By Sgt Carliste Deltnasse i

FIRE BASE ABBY i the eentér-of a valley: in “the ruggcd
Crowsfoot rangs, noftheast -of -Qui Nhan, stands Hill 86, with
nothing to  recommend. [t ~for -human habitation exccvt the
breathtaking view of the valley,

Dut, when a battaliont of American nfantrymen, in this case the
3rd Da, (Ambl.), 506th Inf, is operating in the valley, a hill with a
commanding view is suddenly a necessuy “That was the start of Fire
Base Abby,

Once the location of the fire base had been selegted, in late
December, the actual constriiction, progressed “ditickly. The. .
Currahees of the 506th have bullt” five such: support bases sinee
mid-Septomber, and they wanted Abby to be the best one yet. It ds,

A5 always, the brunt of the {ask of tumning a barren mountaln top

englneers, Under the watchful eys of Sfe, John W, Anders, Clarksvill, CAMP- SALLY - For some
‘fenn,, the menof the 326th Eng. Bn, combined long hours of hard Fcoplc coming down .on orders.
work with skﬂi, born of exporiente, to producg a uuly model rlre r Vigtam. (sn't-necessarily-the
bass; ‘happiest news they have  ever

“We can't atforé to fool aréund on a job like tms," said Anders, Teceived, But, for Spe !
“My men work-hard because they realize the men in ihe field need  Vincent Fenequito, Co. D;-lst
thls fire base, and this fire base needs security,"” . Bn, (Ambl), 502nd Inf,, orde.rs

The central and highest peak of the mountain houses the suppart  for Yietriam meant he would:be
fire -of Abby “D" Battéry, Znd. Bn, (Ambl,), 320th Arty. The
Séreaming Eagle guns are s¢t up in a2 formation which provides all
Jargund  security . and . total coverage of the batfalion area of‘
opérations,

Flanking the guns are elements of the 3/506th and the 3rd Bn "
SD3rd inf. of the | 731d Airbome Brigade,

Teacher Can Handle '

‘PHU-LOC DI‘ETRIC’I‘ Nfuyen Che figures; the -
“best offedze against the VC isa good defense, he ARVN in- 1956, 66
dd-yedr-old  Truoi village schoolteicher i i
member of the locad militla, though troopers: of
Co. D, 2nd Bn. (Amb! }, B27th. fnf, call him'a “Dne
man army”™;

Fightlng. the. VG 1:2 Aot 2 new experience: for -
Che. ‘He served: -withi the Trench Anny In
Indochina tn _the Iate 1940%:and - early 505 in

in 15 vears,

. Fenequito was bon; in Dalat
about 50 miies northwest’ of
"Phan Rang, and lived ix Sa]gon
until he was six years old

thie.- vmnge from tho VC 5
-Quang Trl Proﬂhca. Hewas decérated rour tamc

with ARVN faroey operating,m the ared;
- Soldlers o
i the: Truol: village. area’ Know:
“Che, it only forhis eputation
a8 & fighfer, {m also™for-lhe tiot’

- eath-mormning, after’a cold, wei-
L mghz on patiol,.

: 8 Anigricans: have . a]so
heard ‘of "Che'’s sganerosity . in
fasdlng and caring; for many

01948, He did-all-(hly with g7
children -of his own 1o support

“Theére are so many -stories
about: thls man that {5 hard to
keap: wup with all «6f them®
comments Capt, Thomas Deal;
2/327th baualion chaplam l‘rom
Talls Chutch,

2nd Sqdm; (AmbL); 17thCay,

bun
“The Caval
. From- the dih’

soldlcrs kiiled in the.action,

going “home " for thu flrsz t{me

Ch8 -received: Gitntiom fs lIon;)r from the
BT and 69 for s cm!s(mdmg :
+ '.advahceménli

S wereall-very rcaJ
tlie,r¢4l thing,

befors moving:1a: Triol village in. 1951, Hc]ol.ned:
the. milia-in nisvillage; and in- 1956 herteamed p-
“the. 1015t warking * Qpintons
s yoars,.. e .says,
,'{nrtécll*:[gmo(j? mvolved -because
¢l L'mian: Amiericannow.”
«offse and edls he-brings them - o v

otphans after the Tel Offensive

1he. samt,

Viet Tour Mem‘ts
Trip Home For Gl

“My Tather ~was -Phillipino,
and mother was
“Mietnameége,” he explains,

SAfter my” father passed away,

my mother. marred an American
soldier, When .ty step-father got
orders for Ft, Bragg, N.C., he
took my mother; my brother

and myself with him,"

He  confindes, "1 .couldn’t

B Speak a word of Tnghsh when ]
Ygame to Ameri¢a. Although my

s\ep-fathcr laught me most of
tie. English | know, it was very

. Adifficult to adapt to-school and
'a}lj the kids ~ particwlarly with
o the

language; * batrier, ‘Seeing
America: for the st tirnc was

quilc an experienes,'’
hestRinghial mmrcsscd me
he. Loghnoligical
Life ‘meoved at a
rapidrpace,:d was impressed
the: childrep’s toys; they
ﬂuc repl:eas of

askcd about " hig
wom Vietnam; afler
seeing, - for the (irst time in.
“There. wasn't

mest  wy

When

Pengquite notes “other

schanges. as well "« 2 defifite

improvement. i :the. highways,
niodes: ol iransponahon and
arehitecture,: aspccially in

Sdigor,

. bne rc;rospcct. Fenequito
refleets;” " think my fealings
about Viefnam will. always. be
[ want. to heip- the

Vietnamese peopis:.| :dlso. wint

“to fefresh-my recollection:of .{he

108 here

language, Hopefully, 1}
hore is

for mote. than, ong 1our
n-lot to.be done:”

Cav. Desi'roys Enemy_
Stockpiles Near Sark

CAMP SALLY. < An. enemy. warchouse. near. Fire Base Sark;south
of Khe Sanhi, wes recently discovored nnd u.lcbtroycd hy o 'l‘roop

The steckplles, consisting. of cartons of el and. ammunition,
werg found-on- sither.slée.6f o mdjor enemy infiltration fonle,

‘Duringthe operation, e helivopters eamgaterheavy sujumate ©
weaﬂons fire :from: approxlmalely Two platoons: DI N¥YA soim\.rs n
ar cmplaccmen:s near the wareliovse, -

‘tragp sreotived: support fmm four Cobrq ;,umhlps
ny (ALY, T Ay,
Qbservers teparted 23 secondaly uxplu:.wns and three ehemy
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Artby -S’péc,  4_ _Hawmrd' Reiney o

Story by Spec. 4 Elliott Cooper Jr.

ER RIFLE - “Home'" to the infantrym

-after.a long patrot, the built-up arca ofhis! -
And the men of the 2pd Bn. (Ambld
simply as “Rifle" to-its tenants, 2 model he™

It didn't bacome that-way overnight. L.

the area which wisthen nothing more than
Several days® hard work transformed -t
and cases of rations and ammo poing into t
The first structure to be completed was

of a-hole in the ground; tarpauliing, sandbag -

A briefing room followed, and then il

-started-fashioning more ammo boxesand ¢ |

A-major job was clearing lanes of-fire. i

and it had to be blown and cleared away

rounds was found less than 200 meters fror

‘Lt Col,. Roy 1. Young, the battalion ¢ .

majerconstruction was finished quickly, »

“People assume:a fire base is simply buil
not true,” he says, “Improving and adding
its oceupation.” .~ 7

Hootches are cognstu,n;tly being erected

ceases,’

The mess hall at Rifle, men of the
comyilete-of any on a fire base in the divisi

Home may be very far away in Vietn:
Rifle can inspire lovalty.

As Col. Young says, “We are vety prou

© the Wilderness,™

-



m i ‘]mtnam changes from day to day, but

“igttalion fifcbase (s honie, indeed,

,50%nd . Inf; considier: thls ﬂmbase, known L

it away-fron iome.

isi-Qetoberimen of tie- battahon movcd mto'.' .

A series-of bald Hills,

o with”santlbags, timbers, Wil‘&. CONEXES ERE

hc pattern.of 2 fre-base a-bujlding, .
the:Tactical Operations Center {TOC), made
syandempty aminunition boxes.

e inhabitanis of Rifle, chased by the: ram, . '

uivert halvesinto the * Strike Force. Hilton;™
Jenge undergrawih surrounded the fire base,

by land, Al ¢né point a cachc of 38 RPG'

1 the perimeter,

ymmandet,. pDinlS out that even though the

otk still goes on, :
1 when the baltalmn first comes on, w]nch is

toa fire’baseisa _g:qntlnunl thing ihroughout-

r improved, ang WOrk on 't];e defenses never

sattalion like to 1iink; is one of the most
on area of opérations. -
am; but a “home-away-fiem. nome” such a3

wof it, Rifle Has'becoms, Ithink, a palace i




toothibrush:

- Staff:Sgt

Photos by L1, Ivan Pinnell .

" parties.

Robett Gteensmith helps

etnamese youngsters repair 4 schoolhous

Thc Screnmmg Lagle

“CAMP EYANS.» Soldiers of the 3rd Bn.

(Ambl,),: 187t Inf, opemting in-the coastal

lowtands north :of Hue, have an expanded

‘missien - pacification,

Por thé Screamlig -Fagles from one
latoon of ‘the 3rd Brigade, flrst sxposure

P
to the ‘problems -and rewards-of the new

mission came: fn. Uu 'I’huong, 4, typical
agricultural hamlet,
It wasa new and different expemnce for

both the Yietnamese dnd the Amencans'

“We reaily didn’t know what to .expect;”
admlitted one member of the platoon
asgsigned to: train local Popular-Forces and

the “village’s own Deoples Self Defense.

Force. .
The troopers 1eaction was typical for a

- man whose unit had just returned from a

very different kind -of war ~ combai with
highly-trafried NVA regulars in -the. rugged
A.Shau Villey. -

Desplte the. language bamer. progrcs's

was made quickly’ as the [01st soldiérs.

instructed: the Vigtnamese in the use of

~virjous smalk arms. ‘and. the techniques of

ambushing and. " patrolling operations,
deslgned. to stop enemy “fee-carrying

'_ A rcgronal l"orcc soldicr is instructed in the proper plnccm 1 >

-meimtmn Pm mm
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2wl

Later, after several weeks in thc village,

the phtoon ‘began o work handin-hand

with the residepts of. U Thuong on g,

number of ejvil affairs projects. In each
cage, the 'suggestion whigh injtiated the
projects came [fom the Vietnanese.

¥There wasa period-of anxjols waiting,”

‘recalled Staff Sgt. Roberf A, Greensmith of

Sun_Diego, Calif.; the platoon leader, "but,
once the iée was broken, -we found
ourselves |nvo]ved in all
worthwiile projects.”

Among the accomplishments.of the joint
effort weré the completion of a school,
tepair of the roads-around the hamlel, and
the construction of an irfgation.dam,

Between the long hours of work,

-Americans and Vietnamese learmed to relax

topether. Screaming Fagles taught the

kinds of "

children of Uu Thuong to play baseball, it

was an lmmediate wit.  Later, the

“recreation program’ exp:mdcd to include -

volleyball and soccer.

‘Eventuatly, the 10ist piatoon. left. Uu'

Thuong for another pagilication. missiom,
although the wllagcrs ‘organized an active
“pressure group” in an effort te: persiagé
the local leaders to let thc Amcrlcans stay.

Screaming Eagles Jom lhe chlldron of Uu Thuong ina
game of baseball : :



o CAMP RAGLE: - N
S battatlons In Vigtnam

- & resiifent. song
““claime sueh: -a: man.

. Ronald W, Sordan. of Periland
Me o

. Jordan seame. to ocupy this
*_Unlgue position: vla-a:eireuitous
{ ga‘t Began far” from his
native Malie, when haenllsted
arfne’ Corps In

- foule.

in the
Cillforni, -

I Had- ‘tigned. the papers,™
; A by,
ane week fo:go”

refates Jordap, “T had. -
- ticket, and only
Defors Listarted: tralnijng,

-:—with- an- ¢ .
. :changed. Jordans mind, . .
*. *This man had-been Jn- the

service for 6 vears,” he recails,:
Mand, . during our..game, . he .
-¢onvinced . me -that. the, Army"

would be a better place for me,”
_ The next day, lie cancelled
with the Marlnes and Hurried:to
LA Atmy. rechuiter where' e
. enlisted. [or two. years;: Jordin
sl made his bus trip, but this
time, he was on His wa
Ord, Callf. The path-led 10 tha

mowntaln jungles of norliem I -
“Boopis

Cor!:s afid ‘2 sang palled
Rat™. R

o wrote the -ébﬁi@ﬁ_ﬂm:wa.

. wereinthe Rugng:
. . In: September, ¥ -hig
maritihg while we.

Screami

CAMP EVANS — Ay
from & Navy recraiter
DFOgIAMm,

he-détter 101d him of

" many’
have a
magliing gunner who doubles-as
song Writer, but the
A3t Bh, (GAmbE) 329th Inf; 0an
| in Spag,” 4-

A pame ol blillards one nlght
XAy sergeant:

te Ft,

- Bart: -THGlovanni: hadn’t.

- eivil:

explaining the

‘break,: I hé'dja chancefoiroflect oo
back- on.miy flrst, §lx wonths:ti. ©
Yietnam; l-weote it ail downn-a -

poom.- 42 hall houy; it
-finlshed, and- T
ammo oan, e
- When {lie. .operation - was
completed, several wesks T tet,
thebattalion retumed: t6 Camp
Ragle: for
favethe writer:
s lyfios: o i)
ek aboit an haur tocompose,
Althongh he  had

Wwas

& cliance-to put

‘musio 15 g% only 2 hobby- fer
Jordair, o e N

" "Bootile Ratt'-
o an - infantryhians  towr In
Vietnam, from dhe: time. ho.

leaves, home: until e bodrds the -

“Fresdom Birds™ that takes:him
back. . .. .-

Civ

BHU O =Df$=TR1C_I"~ Trlor
to ‘his amlval I Vietham, Lt

‘mueh - oXperiancs’ as
Byt flnes assumiing

1 Jugglér,
ha job-of
affalrs «officet; forthe 2nd:
Bon (Ambl),, 3274h: Inf,-he has

Won’tGo N

S I T s

avy

ung 10tst Soldiof rocently.recolved.alatter

Navy's- 120-day enlistment;

his-vulnerability to-the drafi, sincetha had

. completed: his pre-indugtion physieal -examination; -and jhat the
- Nab's delayed enlistment program tightbie the one forfing; - -

Such ‘letters are not

Spea.d John R, Heber, Harlsyvite,

thanlate.
. (Ambl), S06th Inf,

1 ‘hisletier ‘of veply; the. Currahée-soldlet-vandidly Informed i
. “Have eom fd.c‘te_d‘m_y,nm-ﬁiﬂ

*+ rexaminatlon; and:my Seteot I

- alsotpeelved-my ého‘lcra'a;yd‘.pl_sguc'-shoLv,,n

*reenditer, “Yes,

.syllnji‘]y.o_f malariy tablefs,”

¢ 8ervice indug

uncammon to draft-age youths, but for. 3
. Harie) _I'a:,.lt Was a c;sgro:f-b.ct_.tcr neve‘r-h co:__mpicfion-dﬁitheiias'k‘}' i
* '« Hebey is'a velerafi-of elght monthis i Vigtnam with Coi A, 1st I, ",

to. meation s-onevyear

wolld. like "yery inuoh to <talk.to you. éonccfniﬁg' yolur,

stillitient pro;

it BUL Ty .company -cominander foels he cannot

“grantmea30day leave to discuss my eniistinent Wit&yo‘p..-_ .

stuck. ¢ my:

& stand:down. which.

‘musle. The tine
Al J ¥ SOmg
niuslosl traliing-in high' scheo),

tilts the story

Officer Must Juggle
Affairs Projects

had -simultanepus

and foob  bridges 1o davising

: F‘lanniﬁg and. biilding, Al we d4d

‘ matefials Lol

- of thié proje

“theconsfruotion ofa, dispensary

uctlon. Selestive Serviee '
xaminagion. T have -

“atfenticn have 4o be flown: to,
otherdistant villages, -

" The Sercaming Lagle
. " » - ., " .

Page 7 -

T really - didn't . write ¢
sone,”  the Sersaming E
-soldier sys: '[{ was wiilten &
the ‘men in- my-.oompany. All
~dldh was put 3 lot b1 the things
weataik about in verse. form,”
‘Thie.‘first. perforrianees of )
Sotigwere béfore smalligroups-
“his frliends  durifg  th
stand-down. His Cfirst
“periotinance ‘ol ¢
'ﬁ?hanksglvi'ni: Day  befors Ma
Gen, John. M, Wright Jr, whe
-the: commanding General of th
1015t foined- Jordan’s compan
- Gurlng Thanksgiving dinsier,
A Claree: s perfarmaned.
dedicated “to “Col; Frank "L
Dietrich, “lsti Brigade
commander, at 2 farswalodinne:
for. Dietrich givenity Jordan’
“battalion,. - .

proyen-himselfa.veritable m

of the art by conducting oie.

wivle: aetiog
ofects, . . T

W el involved in everyihing

from constnicting wells, schools

better : drainage systemg and
#lsing rabbits,” “explains th
Brooklyn, MY, ‘resident, *The
Vistnamese peovle ‘d6 all the
provide o othe:ttools. and
Tenative projects: are .
submitted to DiGlovanni by the
apeople. tiving. In. villages, and
hamlets within the battaHon’s
areeof  opefations, - They are
Tequlred: to -provide .ar bluepsint
oject,. demanstrate the
e dezived ffom, it,

timetable for

benetlfs to:
nd set” ap @

‘DiGGiovannPsnewest Arofeet.is:

for:the. proplo-of Loe Ty south. *
'Hue: ‘Eoo Tu. Has.fourtrained:
Hurgss” who pressntly have no
place to-tredttheir patients, and
few medival supplies. In Loc. Tu
people. who. need \m_edje_al

dacnes. 6 i

1, n(;" ﬁ&n§m§’:ip!“ﬂ%
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" SOLBIER'S MEpal

Capt,. Qerald Harkin 137 'tndy’
Cuot Eirdy 8 mar %hrs'gav..;src.'

Cond e, 3oy Infis “preE, L] , | 3
BEnkT o limein: 588 jants PIE. C3M Baroat et T
Ple Willlam A, BlatK Pfc, Gary T
ALRMUBALWITH mmens A GGl it
R i1 Bn,(Amb), nt.

i Cal’ Raymoid .0, ‘Wood, 191 & Richird H. Fuller) Spec, 4 ey B,
ME Cond Cot, Jamas 1 Bairiedt a3 B I, e Ll Spec, 4y
Anvl (1n Lowded] Capl, Roger ™M, .7 1B (AmbF) §82 nd Tnt
John, AvArd]r “Capt, - Sped, 4 Willlarm Armge. ;

Dinied b, Patresny, {A7F Arty; 13rd - - 16t B, (Ambi,) 506 thind, .
;i b Bondid J, “Ladoyliar, Pro, Bendard W, Spow . (tnd
Ly HRG é‘ Ade. (2nd  Award;- Awerd )y Staff Sat, Jun-Lecn Dugnas:

Glenn €, Qrmer. A1 Aty CWO sﬁ - Hughey 5S4t Ralph. . L.
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N s ghterd Tomp R GHINM, M. Holiarl Ble, Willfam @y Kearhy
{1 Sa% Bpec, § RoburtiliKinney,  ©f5 Brice L Kepjar) Ble GHitle Ly
01 mvn. -gn. tiw'pwamlb 28 Labner Pic. SipBheN: Medrde 13t

ark: Oy Millar,sts b avn, bniting * GHEIEN, PRl SERIST Ribgeilin

Fopardls Som, § Richard 6, Olaton, 1 Bia. Hertietis Mo Bre i

139 Ava B fand Awardii poes L Sbenhing Pid, £dward Les Bhiillps

Rennit M rnililoine, 159 ‘v, B, GBIk Whn . Sorre Pie kehid

rd Awird)e Spee, d star,lkm e Stushm) Pfe. Qeive A, $ubiieklj Pvt
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By-L1. Ken Sirmr

KHE SANH
“Cavi sab-in. the tall. elephant. 2rass arotind Ahe ‘plateay Wﬂlchlng,
wilting for the eaemy 1o move from hls hiding place;

- The-platean, Shout 3¢ miles-west of Quang T, resermbled a grain.
ARl in e nud{vest of America, The prass-was (all andfhe warm

sun:shone-while' d gentle breeze:blew across.the fat land.,
Tt was gulet at KKe Sanfi-while the Cavilry wasihere, There were

0o animdl soundsinat even: 3 bird chirping, But, the land- was-not:

sterile; Numeroug-animal tracks and. fhe corpsa of a-wild boar wcrc
found: by the Sereaming Bagles,

UTEH woren't for the war,. this would: be a nlccvlook!ng p}acc.'
commanied Sft Tery O'Connor; 'I‘orrmgton Contiy, a3 he pushed

hrough.the deadisorub brush, “Fhete ase 3 lotol places-ubhome like
suppose: liere really lsnfL.much: djlference av au, whcn you :

Lhis,
o stop 'md think ebout it

.ooking for SIgns of VA

. s cavalrymen's miggion” wis. 10" move” throm;h the pla:eehm
-and ceport: all: signs ol NVA acuvity [t wasn't -4 diffiewit: 1ask The
slgnswereevery-where, -

SNV A fighting positions, a french linc, expended canislers fOl‘
tocket-teurichers and debris, from. cthe: Marines’ assaull were! all in
evidence, These: stgns were: aboul. iwo years6id, One tind to look:

- more glosely 16:{lid:the more: recent:signs-ofgnemy activily, : .

o Light. Observation ‘Hellogpters-from: the-Cav, trooga spotted the
foutprints of an. enemy squad, ‘an eseape tunndl in |
other fieshindicatfons efthe-enemy's:presence. .-

A bupker was dnscovemd. wlth a supply of canned. foods. which

apparently fiad been. brought torthe. drea-about o montly before the

107581, soldiers arrivedi. The: supplies were .desttoyed by -Cobra ,'

gunships, who -weré covering for the. ground lroops during the
reconnaisance: mission, .

§peg, 4 Ralph: ‘Colte, Bridgepott, Conn., 4 point man, rematked,
"TUs a lot-easier tomove oyt here: (ham i most of Vietnam, A uni

can mave. along way heredhea,short tlme." Colloadded, There just”

docsn tseém to-be anyone out here butus”

Is Armor Country :
The ommander. of the troopers .on. the ground, Capt. Mark
qury, Haverford, Pa,, offered -higoplnion, “I thonght this would he

a bip ‘place, but: thexe imuch 18, it This would ‘be sxcellent armor.

country, but, it would, piay havoo with the infantry, 1% 180 open,
There sno placeta hidé; {hey d see: vou. cnm?ns armilé awoy,”

Japia imory ¥ prepared-to be extraeted. from

_1hc plateau Tt had been an lnlcrestmg day- for them in an histore

place, When, the. ships:lifted: the men out for the teip back 16-base

- eamp, -one soldler remarked, “AlL:the time, T wis thinking back-te all

the. piotures 1'd seen in magazines and on. TV, showing this place
whaon 1hc battle way’ bclng fought, It secmed sirange today, [twasso’ ¥

quist,”

SWEEP-Men of Co‘ ’Jnd B (Ambl ;501

1 bel]cved to huc been uaed A A headqunrtm for enerny Opert

‘ut Sigﬂs There

{ Cavelryraen ol Troop ¢, 2nd-Sqdriv, (AmUl) [7th-

. CAMP FAGL
.. {Ambl), 502nd Inf. captused another NV:
~“soldier during the last.days ol December, it «

f. check hillside fm encmy aollvi
uncovered a reglmentals size-biriker complex on this dweep;, wbout 17 miles west ol Hue, The cumplex Is
duking Tet'in 1968,

U8 Army, photo by Lt, Ken Stntet)

The Screaming Eagle

FIRST IN THB e S1afh Sgte Edwird R,

. When thi Zhd"Bn

marked- the 1000th detainee taken by the'
15t. Brigade m{ Vietham, The brlgade was

deployed hete fii Tuly, ¥965,
The lncident bégan. when a léne: cnemy

~walked:date an ambush set by "O-Deuce”

soidiers, ‘After being wounded, the.enemy
cmw!cd away m the ‘niphit, leavlng a-blood:

“we wers: petting ready<ito
l ng for: him. when -we -

Nets

U158 Ay
annual” batta

Eol, 2 Joscph

_afaccldents for
As of Jan, 9th,
flown _1_],123

& medis, as

. Werdoll: Died, M’mrywlllu Ohla.
o Drew’s compuny had et up fqr-u
{Yietham's coastal mountains, 25 m

Of: 2 Hedrich ¥r., T
otsthe:decade among Screamlig:-Bagles whelhe resupped forsix years Just seoonds afl
1970.1Lt. ‘Col, Romdld: N. Bowinan, CO:.9f the 42610 Suppl
- assigned, re-enlisted the 1.1-year veteran animo storage sipe
flrst division ce-enllstment of the 70 - 3 not in the enlise Armr e o
maximum $2,000 Varjabie: Re-enlistment Domis andihig CONUS sta

o brash, and':. .'!he San Afrborne, when hc dccided to s!ay ALY

CAMP wg*rsoN.-cO

l 2
award. recen tlfor sixtinonths's|
aooldem fres operation hare:

“The bllalion:enmmarder, It -

Washington. \DC,.. pmcnmd thes -
award to the operations officer,

-¢ompany, with: the feast number -

Feb. 2,1970

ciauned I 12 S
night, fan.
hiefe Fefedrich is
t-onty-elalmed the
o ook adviitage of 2
.- llrag.g,. NC und

Iayeuevill . (rlgh

Service:
gi. Friedric

o of olloita

heard shot.“ explamed platoon laader-34, Ron
Wildes, Gedarburg; Wls; “A:Cobra gunship had just
‘begun, to Sirehls minlgun tiearby, The dnanty must
Have though thewhole world s connng dow:m on
iHim; Ho got scared-and fired,"”
. Lt, Dan Horgah, West New York, N1, wnose_
:platoon was cloge to 1he:sveng,: moved his e out
oh 4, sweep' o(i\hcﬁua Tll\;nfr;ay;mn MM A agany
aned U ving. lils-posit
op][norgnnp; T(n (gnrsar‘:Scoul Nee M talkud to the
wourided enemy sbldjer; (L!Ilnp fivn (L e he pave
Yimself up,. he woilld be (aken: 16 a-hospital, The
NYA q\nckly sirrendered, Bringing  the  1sl
Bngade s dotaines ¢punt to L0
- Anew AK47 and an, RPG
‘I thee encounter,

?’mncher wc‘tc §cizc(i

I Accident Free Flying

Award For Co.

C, hz{;trshover a(siux mon(h petiod 1o
regeived ' the. win:daeawar

i Withing (o' stress e difficuity
of atlainingsuch.a-spfEty regord, .
Ui Af|.-Blawart, Gdfralign 5.1
cfrom’ - Meémphis,  Tenn, -
commcn(cd., “This aehioveingnt -

s tmely’ Lx;,cpuomll wlen you
realize that & an  assauit

safvly:

Hytn Kuslner‘ -

. i ; hellcopter. company (he greatest
8‘;‘3; Gar,y E"'m" Mustang. percentage of Night. time is:gpent
i ; in-combat Togistical suppor

“The award:1s presemcd tofhie | YMost ol thoss hours were

spent awrnder . hazardous
—eonditions in the- A Shau Yilley
apd (hc area Jmt south of the

DMz

folakNight time.
C Company hu!
Caccident  fres

FIRE. SléPPORT EASE ROY. - [t takes guite a bit 1p-shake. uPr a
[+

13t Bn. (Ambl.), 327th Inf, has learned from |

BCAN e, thigk vpbelutmn
5 southeast: of Hue, when

I GI‘iSP _p-lof AK 47 ﬂrc whiich

- instead. of 4n explosion; Drew felt s, solid puﬁch in hls lcg. A his
feet ‘lay “the. ‘bluisheprey projocl:le, sml menaging in-appaarance,
“Chatlle's™ round was dud: :
The medle then: scurried yver. an- embankmenl ‘t0. salely; :md a
\demouﬁon team was. called In. to explode: lhe RPG; r9und . . .
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