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he - intention of thie wasletter ie to bring thoss of us together that ars interested inﬂ535?"
SB Ripcord RYN ‘The svetits, ‘the people, tha. humor, ‘the. memories of that time .are being-
ri van by L e.that gerved there. We want this to- be a healthy experience for - the
3 or. her family or - friende We encourage you to write, ‘call and talk, or . eend_
ge to us with your feellngs about our Newsletter or Ripoord in general We-
impiﬂve ae We grow and your inltlal Anput is necessary : '

fj”3there maY be theee Veterans who are still troubled by their Vietnam experienCB -
regret this Bituation, but: oan not share- reeponeibility for their reactions regarding -
he Neweletter eontents Ideally, thle Newsletter will help all of us threugh -our’ paetﬁ
At ' ;_‘rding future. o _ _ o R

| R 4@,
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v, - Black Widows) ... . - .(Esgle Dugtoff) - .
LT e  HHC;, i6th. Ordnance Br, .
(APO,NY, 09175

iiBlll Lauris fil
{Cyelo Dap ArchiVee

" Mars Leddy

" John' M, Del Vecohio
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INCOMING May 5, 1988 Sl
I . P I B SR JOhn’. ;_,’; Tl :

:f?;flt g been a long timey éiﬁée a Ripcordf_?f
. }G}Report has come eut Whats EOiHB on?

j;g@Encloeed is a interview done by NEA in e
. New York: and it  has heen - sent ' to - 650
/ Newspapers acrose the country (about 1720
ars expected to run it), If you want to '
‘use it Just put at the end "Reprinted byi'- -

f;permissioﬁ of NEA™; "

'ihef’ﬁgArt Wiknik
gengiaganumhwcﬂﬂm__

: ”Mayiza 1989
f“i?fiDear John:_.”ﬁn.
.‘ﬂthe last issus. 1 had beguh eort1ng thr*J

i my mind wheré the 1seue might be in our
‘“;ﬁyzantine_bqt effective procaee

¥ Re~run_ing my old . 01 LR
- ‘made me - wince again all “the ..o o
.. mis~spellings and misuee of words that*'”;"

-particular piece is rife w1th i

] I took eommand of
are_ enjoying our _

1've alwaye:intended,. hut néver goffehff;fi »
‘around to. - going back " and cleaning my G-
ﬁetoriee up When L wrote Fools,;g:l SwWag

;‘ealemitiesg ,
-¥C o ~sounds like . .7
fyou ve had some eolid folke to ‘help ™ you .. -
feort thru them,,” hope Kathy  stays - fine . i
tew .. point-man (point'person)}f[.giﬁ
ho ’difficulty LT

'=f:veterans here oo L really misa,the cloee contact we' were-‘ g
‘manager .of our  .all able to ‘maintain for ~a’ couple' of
e “was with -an- Arty(,.ﬁ_?years It would be’ ‘nice ‘laving a eold .
'fthere, Then I metég;jfbeer at, “the .VFW with you . and Chuek, T
] _“ recalll_ '.Blackie, Jim and all the. others right,]fﬁﬂﬁ%
" was' there.. .1 -gave.. gabout now._ S L _.Lp___ N _ff““; B
; AssociatiOn Amazingg - S ' e B
-open up 1o .you, when theyfﬂ;“jlt looke as_ if the Aseooiation willi,,
hay ;"survive all we’lve been thru ‘these: few . -
., .years, although getting a higher level of il
.. direct, . participation _wiLl always i be-ﬂ;}“*-
Gdifficult £ e

4:'fh;‘(§)wi‘gﬂv” o



" you are &ver. 1n"a qrunch I think we've coms to krow eacht 8

v, How. would . probably ‘he. a -‘ﬂ the mail Blackie, and you can understand .. .
good tima for me to. release again . some - " I do not wish to whitewash anything,. or :
of* those pent-up feelings about 1970, g_" excuse our. shortcomings = (many) - in: VN
: : m“”fﬁgﬁ’angain, dust straight - poop; not ' ‘some
,'*ﬂ;frefined and sculptuf@d line of non“””ée”f“

fSorry to blow off” steam but I’m gettin
" very fed up With thig garbage, eapeclally?rr_
" after hearing what some of ‘my - Son’s 7thf{ﬁiﬂ;j
.‘fjgrade friends have to say about VN {'He . h
s.were gstting our assss kicked so Wpfj.??}:
’left ) PR qr

ok for now Will try and send

o :a.:~
T

"‘__fV n én Qho buu un

R e T T P RS

June 1, 1988

. “fRay wﬂ-;:,w. -

jHoly Bazoo ga~la gagas" Just ”got :
“last - ns#sletter with - the' copy © of :the‘
UScreaming Eagle from-Feb. 2; "1870. Ray;
‘I've been looking for the guy . who wrote
]Boonia Rats for 15 yoars, T raceived the.
“1yricd ‘from Charles E, Bell, who' was 'a’
‘medic with 2/502 4 late summer: ot maybef
in the fall of 1870, Wheti.” ‘T Hyrote U 13th
- Valley I tried to- contact him. Without -
“looking” it Up how: (preased for “bime) o IToo
‘seem. to - recall: hs, was from- Omaha, T -/ -
Contacted ever: BeLkﬁLn,thetDmaha,area”inﬁ
‘about " 78, When 13th was in. Productlon fn:
3 ’81 Bantam tried again. I 'set up™ “a ofund g
'+ "“for ’Boonis ‘Rats’ which I kept for' about. .- - ..
-, four years. It didn't amount to a lot but ' . .
" ‘maybe-was about $150. Sometinme about 86
1 withdrew the money and sent it to 2/502°
as a-donation for the memor ial to the 450 - .
brothers who wers killed “in - Viet™ Nam, :
t’s[bean 4 while now, sinoe I"ve. thoughtf .

§ __&ccording¢ to Doc Bell; © ‘

5 ‘ I’ll Ay

””tAlso, met a guy last month who was v on e
?Ripcord until the last day. L gave him my .~ -
"+ "last issue of Ripcord Report, I hope he’s ~ ' .
'f;"301naq%up Name- is Dan Thompson from3i-3. :

(4)

o ,einggspoonfed t0 ouf children



_..MassachuSettes If he haan 1 ﬁonlaﬁtéd “ the article; a man' I consider to be. one
. you, would you send me a-sacond copy. of  of tha unsung  horos of Viet Nam! fis 3
. RR th&t I can forward on ta h1m " actions davéd a lot of 1ivas,?50ﬁ;jmény'g'.
S " fiu o qoperate occasions' : S T”T“ff" o
',Wj:Sorry I " in such a rush today, hute T L B R ARSI S BERL el
- hadito-get this Off tO YO'_ ’T’]J _Wfité-“ﬂ;-AnyWay Larry advised o that there will“'3.
?__g{maré léter L CorlTia Ll by A pontentiont /reunton of ¢ Viet™ Nam:
L o 2 “fﬂij.-f'” SRR AP Heliéopter Pilots at the'Hyate Regancy inj;
- Go Wellr.Stay Well Chlimebe rotaett Ol sage ‘during tHE period 30 June through = -
"+~ John Del VBOChiO ,  ,M}J._ oot 4 July, 19891 If any of‘your readers ‘are t -
'*iNeWtOH; CN S U R AR = interestad they © ocan " call  -mow -for ' .
) reservations,  if “this 1btﬁQr*j:dQQSh“£ j| 3
_ arrive too late B T R R S

L Editors note.-j' R SRR S B R S e
: John- would very mUCh 3PPPBCiat9_ hearingi' :I alBo talked to Fred Behrans tonight He "
¥ f“}from ~anyone:. - #tho: mi Lk - '@~,: provided me with some great 1nformat10n RO
SR ' of: on. their raunions that are going on! RERIETEN

{mjj_‘RIPCORD" - When Was it astablished! It_= T
" sounds’ familiar After my stint with tha?ﬁ}.  .
" Black Widows, I was in the - Ashat'~ for 4 " o
. months as Aviation LNO with the 3rd - Bde i
~Maybe T Just heard of plans to establishfﬂ‘.;f
'the basa? o _ : PTG

L 1L Good 1u0k to dll

,-,':my Ggllery article T hope it" 3 " Richard Green- .
- accepted by your.readers! I wrote it 46 - Lake City, FL,
- relieye my frystrationg- about a]l fthai- .
. negativa things being aaidl R

CELies T pus, Hopa thia amdll donation helpa fget o
o DO T another newa lettér out] " .

. -A fow days aftar gett;ng your lettar B EHEN :
-3; ;6150 heard from Larry Moak mentioned 1ng_5'”

."arunn "BEAR" TRAP

».7

\\ \o o
. My '.ll A ' g
i -"{‘ -......m)..\m o -

; ”,.:AICOh@l nnd pnsohno don* l )
| mixt, Nor do wet amnio, and al
' fh&lﬁ&

R . } R




SRR Tere is no doubt in my mind 1hat bhe_ s
& FﬁPz’i%IhED -.:-- o quality of this newsletter can bembysiget it
botter w]th thth,wn]king point P

For the puq{ yuav or 8o John Hihd]ho hqﬂ L SRCL LR L S A S
A been- speaking to - the. High Sohoolg_: R -“_m‘f;~ —”5;%,ej~-~ - _
?'_;studant in: “his- area aboui his. D e e T i
experientes in Vietnam. Woll,,[ my proud. o On Oet, '24; 1987,- durlng the Ripeord. :
tOQannounce that I”%ill soor be. doing my  Reunion in. Washington DC,- Kathy Mihalk@;;'__f
T ! " o took ene hell of a photograph = of Chucki,_
_Hawkins reflection in the Wall, g

:-want% tp @how il-'
i hﬂVO mey Uomw

10 8hi ;he D@lta' 1de
if Bdueation -~ Meeting in
: 1d that: it %hould-..
tement. dn asn - otherwise -
. Hv hast hopeq that,  the
rwe to make the Delta Video g
topl . in . the ragulari;f‘-Wilh Chuok and Kathy g bles;lngs the
,tory c]asaeﬂ the L Ripnord Association has donated an 8 X 10 o
.o reprint of that fantastin photograph to i
he Vietnam Veteranq Arts Group SRR

-e=Art Group has oollected over 400}&;¢f 
aintings, 5 aeulptures,' drawings and - o
Rod " hotiogiaphs ~ from . over : differsntﬂi'

Hiatoryn- istnam - Veteran artists in. " three
“'alast issqe”,_:;couhtrdes to ‘form a ‘traveling- exhibit

. "~ called: 'Reflexes and : Reflections’, This
“5},3International collection of Vistnam War
. ¥ 'i‘ , to 8 makéfi‘ Art is’ecurrently at the Columbia Museum
love what this n@WSlettﬁr and;‘i_ﬁof Arb;in South Carolina '
_féroup atands for ST e

; o T aia member of the VVAG and six of my
~huek Hawkins hak

gread to take' over " drawings (all have been goen 1in ‘Ripcord
he duties ‘a8 Bditor of: the Ripoord “: Report)  are . display with“ the
eport durlng my- absenoe As most of you- 4_oollaction at the musoum AR AT
Chuck was the Company - Commander of _

508 from 30 May to 17 Nov., 1870. Blackis




 SIT/REP FRON FIREBASE WHPPANY

;ﬂGreetlngs once agaln from the "heart" of Whlp—o_;-'ifj
L am very pleased and proud to announce
s we of the newsle*ter was. done en-

: ssociation's copiar, After Eour . o
_'re'f ally'self smffroient ' -

agMy s:noere thanks 90 to Amermoan Leglon PosL*
#1155, here in Whippany, for the use of their
copter: over: the last few years. Without the
. weloome support of The American Legion and VW~
. post #5351, also in Whippany, there wouldn t
' ;have been e neWsletter. o o

- TrETHL Lo L kmy Wif@, f, N o

for all that she. ha,ndone f_r;the Agso= .

T ast ‘Tew’ issues Were done by her,

- - : f.putting in late hours, to. get tKe JOb
:;done. Thanks, Babe..“w. T

: _';::'John M:Lhalko S B 902 "

May "1970. _ R R
- Fhe oopy paper for thlS lssue was donated by my
llow oomrade of VIW PosL #5351 Gharlle Sohopper. Thanks,. Charlie, the paper

'frlend and

~ was a welcofe: Sight and oame ;n the nLOR Of tlme.-I 11, be looking,for more. donatlons 1n .'5~

‘,the future.r: T

-

L Many. Lhanks to all of you who phoned, to. w1sh KaLhy a: speedy recovery from, surgery._.,-

Kathy is doing fine and will be. going ‘back. to work tomorrow,. Your phone calls were greatm‘-‘”

'-ly appreciated._lf things prooeed wrthout -a hitch, the newest member of .the Mlhalko team
:wlll <A+ into the. ”world" sometlme in, OcLober. We 11 keep. you posted.ﬁg.ﬁ___, S

~:Spec1al ‘thanks to- Bill Laurle, Jlm Grlffln and Rlchard Green For the1r generous monemffﬂa
" tary contributions to ‘the Association, Jim Fairhall's contribution was noted in the .
last issue and. de9081ted last moiith.: The cost for this issue of the Newsletter comes .
_Eo 383 SO. We . had'a net loss of $23 50. “The difference was made up from our’ general~ _
un ‘

g WEIoome abOard to all the new members of the Assoclation. We are glad that you enJoy_.T.:N
- . the newslatter and look forward to your lnput ‘The; same -applies to-the rest of the .. .. -
,;?membershlp. Retrospectivesd and mater, ,are always needed and welcome. Get involved,rsuum, .

' ;it 3 your:, newsletter.,,g\wr: e s L i : U _ '

Th CIOSing, I must commend Blackle ﬁor hls willingness to impart his knowledge and B
" share his Vietnam experiences with high~sohool students’in his ‘area. It's the great-
est feelinhg in the world to share gut feellngs with a generation that is’ eager to "
- know and ‘try and understand what' it was like for us. Blackie, I must also- thank you
 for everything that you've done for: the Association since its humble beginnings, Like.
every task that" yolul undertake, I 'know "the Photo History will be dynamlte. Speakirg for
‘the Association, we wish you luok and succeae. I also know that you ll alweys be there
to help whenever you oan.; _”‘- : . - ~

O r"""'\ SN
.

: That s’ it for this month EnJoy the issue.n'd -

John Mihalko

'_ | '_(7)1-_.



”4tVeteran It ultimate geal is: tofeee theee' artist

The Vietnam Veterane Arts ‘Group, - with its internationally :accleimed;lb
.,exhiblt REFLEXES AND REFLECTIONS, has as its stated purpose, to: eollect, .
-~and preserve ‘the. art’ photoe, Jettere, and’ other documenis of the’ Vietnam-yr_

o, bically. . ‘ t cand.ooo

_hietoriCallY significant Work =hou'ed in a national archive i R

The Vietnam Veterane Arte Group developed in Chicago;
_ group ' of Vietnam Veterane!_ moat - “of whom were.
._intereeted volunteere, ‘came" to “the ‘awarer hat i thy
- been' shown'- the way ‘through the eye:

~than by thoge “hao ?hed-~direotly7 peetie P

’c=fPolitical criticism and negatiVe feelinge

~“wcollection ie unique in that it ie art by the-periicipant»:

directsd’ towards  thel eurvivore, ’thus g ree
-expresaion of -their warfexperiencee Artietic_ achievﬁment o
what were poseibly the most eignificant Jncidente An ans artiete ;
no outlet for exhibit, Art works lay buried in attice and baeemen
1the formation of the Arte Group,__,;, _ : &

: The awarenese that A forum was needed tof exhibit theee wowke,_.
.with ‘the' kfiowledge  that 'this art, - and’ other - deelimenta®: .

B preeervation, as they recorded a vet to be written history,_was the besisﬂ'“'

'nfor thelArte Groups foundation SRR . L

‘flimiting their obaectivity - Phetodournaliem
effort made to avoid offending readere or( :

'jOfficere were’elected and 4 plan deyiieda
- oreated artistic works and ™’ ‘others. who ' , o5
'fcollection preeently containe the worke oi ‘men trom three counurl

The Vietnam Veterans Arte Group ie a non- profat,; apolitical eelf fundedgf;
.organization and hopes to continue o provide an artjetic/hietorioel viewﬁl -
Cofa most tryinp tvme in Amerjcee hiqtory,h its pnytioipabion Aant the

L Vietnem war. S ' P e e e e e

-féz?lso@TH:HAMLIN'W"PARKfRiDGE;7iLanQISf60063-wjééigijggggggé._L?"”"”
_ e e I T e

Tany e
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20 years ago

Hamburger Hill — ‘Was

By Tom Tiede

* WASHINGTON (NEA) — Art Wik-
nik remembers as if it were yester-
day. And in the sense that these things
rearrange the pages of a man’s life, it
was. In May of 1969, Wiknik was a 20-
year-old U.S: Army sergeant in Viet-
nam, His infantry unit was ordered to
Lake part in an ongoing battle in that
nation’s Ashau Valley.

The general operation was called
Apache Snow, But the principal focus
of attention has become known as the
American assault on Hamburger Hill.

It was one of the most ferocious
fights of the combat in Southeast
Asia. The toll in terms of blood and
spirit was so unnerving that it would
hecome the last major U.S. battle of
the war.

The American resolve in Indochina
was already tenuous. After Hamburg-
er Hill, it virtually collapsed. The as-
sault was denounced on the floor of
the U.S. Senate as “senseless and irre-
sponsible” — the phrase was used as
well in heated media commentaries
— and it became a condemnatory
symbol of the overall effort in
Vietnam.

As it happened, that effort was
closely tied to the Ashau Valley. The
area, located to the south of the. DMZ,
was a geographic terminus of the
North Vietnamese supply route (the
fabled Ho Chi Minh Trail). As such,
the communists used it as a staging
area to launch many of their war ma-
neuvers,. including the demoralizing
Tet Offensive of 1968.

American commanders thus came

to believe Ashau was a chief obstacle

to allied victory. And Operation
Apache Snow was one of a number of
attempts to sanitize the valley, [t was
launched on May 10, 1969, by 2.800
men from the 101st Airborne Division,
the 9th Marine Regiment and one unit
of the South Vietnamese army,

Sgt. Wiknik was with the 100%t, the
Sereaming Kagles of World War 11
fame. He was a more or less willing
draftee who had risen quickly through
the onlisted ranks. He had arrived in
Vietnam the month Before. This was
to be his first encounter with what he
ealls the “real war,” the one¢ with the
shooting,

Wiknik's company was airlifted
into the valley on May 18 and put
down near Hamhurger Hill, a 3.000-
foot peak that sits a mile from the
Laotian border. The Vietnamese call
it Ap Bia mountain. The U.5, military
maps listed it as Hill 937. The Gls in-
vented the "hamburger” designation
after the human meat-grinding took
place, ' '

The hill was defended by 900 North
Vietnamese who were secured in tun-
neis and bunkers. Screaming Eagles

it was the last major
U.S. battie of the
Vietn_am War.

from the 3rd Battalion of the 1§7th In-
fantry had tried to take the hill sever-
al times before Wiknik and his unit
{Co. A, 2/506) arrived. The GIs had
driven to the top on three occasions,
only to be forced back. Wiknik re-

members seeing many of them sitting.

about “dazed and in shock."

The sergeant’'s turn fame on the

morning of May 20. He says the 101st
bombarded the peak with.two hours of
artillery. The reinforced infantry as-
sault started at 10 a.m. — full in the

open and with fixed bayonets. Wiknik:

says Lhe mountaintop had been ail but
denuded by rine days of battling,
there were few hiding places for the
Americans, and the enemy hegan fir-
ing right away.*

When the shooting gol too close,
Wiknik and a companton jumped into
a bomb crater. As they wondered
what to do next, the otherman was hit
in the leg. “The bhullet went down
through his drinking canteen,” the ser-
poeant says, “water splashed all over,
and 1 thought, “Jesus, right next to me!
[ better get out of here.™

Wiknik erawied to the top of the

derater. Tlhen he was ot hiomsetl =1 Ledt

something in the chest Hike somie-
body had punched me. And T thought
for aeminnte [ was dead. Bol thev only

€0

a

it worth it?’

hit my ammunition bandoleer. I had it
strung around my neck, like Pancho
Viila used to do, and the damn thing |
saved my life.” -

After that, Wiknik took off on a run
up the hill. He says everyone yetled to
keep down. But he'd had enough of the
homb crater. He found some- debris
that offered modest cover, He was far
out in front of the rest of the assault
on the north side of the mountain. He
scrambled a bit and fired a bit, "jus
like they do it in the movies.” -

Wiknik reached the top in the after-
noon. He says that when he looked
back for the rest of his unit, it wasn't
there: *[ was alone. I guess the North
vietnamese had gone — and the rest
of the guys hadn't made it up yet. It
was cerie. All I could see were burned
logs, shell holes — and the rotting
bodies of the dead.”

The other Americans arrived short-
ly. Even though*some nearby skir-
mishing would continue, the battie for
Hamburger Hill was essentially over.,
The evidence is that during the 11 as-
saults on the isolated mountain, at
least 800 North Vietnamese were
killed: the U.S. casualties were said to
be about 50 dead and 270 wounded,

Art Wikmk 'left the following day
for another trouble spot in the Ashau
Valley. That was after he noticed that
someone had printed a sign on a piece
of cardboard from a C-ration box and
nailed it to a well-blasted tree stump

on the summit. The sign read: "Ham- ~

burger Hill. Was it worth it?”

Wiknik lives teday in Higganum,
€onn, He is married, has’three chil-
dren and works at Pratt & Whitney.
He says he does not regret his invélve-
ment in the Vietnam War. But, 20
years later, he can noi forget that sign
on Hamburgee 1ill. *No,” he con-

cludes, it was not Wworth it at all.”
© 1989 NEWSPAPER ENTERPRISE ASSN
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.Juh )

J.:’ !f VIv—vrv T'\. 1 wn\r "‘J‘r\u :

-CAM 'EAGLE (USA)-«—Pam-. K

f the mm Airborne - -,

3 igade recently U

enémy ‘and ‘captured -

23 suspects,” while paratroopers & .

af ‘the 3rd Brigade, 82nd Aire -

' bome Division, under operations .
-l ogntrol of . thé ' 101st, killed
130 inore in w?h weck-; of heavy :

;“ﬁghting.
: The enemy kills cr

;_.ed o i
andq lst Battallon. 508th.1"

In 10ist News

PHUOE. VINIE (USA) — Tho
st Aill;mnu vl ston's

: "Surc.lnnlw )VI_'_‘IWI;\" DLWEpAPeT
Cawaydisen 1l g fave oxtended -
.!)«'3 nntl i noeial - circulntion
¢ near here’ toeenily,”

Pacatysopery Trom Ct)lllh_tnl)’
l! Jlst e Battalion | (Airborng),

:_',,uhlh lnfﬂnhy aord senvehing a . o b e
4 ulmmlum d Viel. Gongg 20
u}mplv when ilhey s

BONTY 'Viot,rmm
Lothe 3rdBD

- elided 107 roinds of 8207 imars
~lars cand 17200 NVA uniforms
r: During thelr secénd “day " tn

 IHe shme. area, the 92nd tragps

s ?rs engage& anothe g

. 178 i (
ére Wsserved weapons. ‘B radio-

Wwo - heavy: machine gung,’
122mm vockéts: and mis cella'
otis sthall arms and
afmundtion,. "t

On. the third. .day of

he tes . .

onnaissarice-An-force . missfon, .
thig 82nd paratroopers: engaged .-
ated..rein orced ?nﬁmy,c.'-

"“-one buspwt. who thcr léd Ahe o »..i'i

tzaopers Lot a “cache whieh itl*i

_'Ii)aczlu'txm 12,

T 1968:69;

was - the Tcmly‘
] Antx. cx:mh:\t‘ Ou-;
e JPort. Canpbell,
=141 cargo’ Juts carried over 10,000 cxxnbat and ' -
: -trcops and 5 118 tons“f"equigmnt- durs

The 101,_,1 Mmm "mv'sim,
divlbim that er.l evar ‘airlift
1967, fxam




“soldiers were assignied to’ reaf: sechelon
upport outfats.

iy ing the. wat also helped’ you get laid. 1

who

._f felt. free

proud of my: contributlons in Vietnam'

' side somé.of the bravest, badﬂest SOldI-'

ers that [he'world_ has ever known. Asa - .
ilot, 't flew ‘theminto the .
hottest 1.Zs onie can‘imagine and broughtj_ S

;. helicopter pilgt,

. alr S
"capable of -all the soldlers in a!l the them: put aftér: they had- kicked ass.’

.- :wars that the United States ‘everfought, -

' seated.and deadly. efficient: fighting men . -ing with pride when they came out vic:

ratuo of’mrnorfry ‘groups

."_“‘_'lhe ]arger percentage of non-wh|te to bear by empioyers, f‘amllies, and’ sov?
,ctety in general, Of course, bad-mauth-.

i_"‘_have met séveral veterans over the.years:
\at theit, biggest “shame’.
“over Vle_tnam Is that- they never have
t6 stand up and " say; -”I am -
proud of my contrlbutions in Vietnamt” -
‘Well, now.is the fime to do.it] | am =

| did what'l yas trained to'do and I did 0
it to'the, best of my ability. | fought e -

cof any.irt qur. hlstory. That-they.came. . torlous, And they always  came ‘out
back to-the States” and -“denied” -their _vi‘ctorious ‘When they. were in.combat = .
o - true feelings “about’ Viétnam s under- and needed supplies, my platoon, ‘the-

- ':to whrtss-"-m ertnam The fact i that-.-;_ !standable, due to the preSsures broughl Black WIdOWS out of Phy Ba;, readaly_ ;

: know: lhat they weres ready té go i and'f"" -
- While there, .theyiwere the most’ dedi- . get Charlie, and. likniow: they were burst- -



Heiay ‘.|i,[.‘ and ash .4|n.1 them

‘efé Ah ;‘{he, ,Unimid -5.£at

& only shame we shou_l'd,. 3l

When
o dhuy o 'u_ndmi we gut thun (}lJl- -
; s O

my-and. shamed us before our

CBut 1ats get down 0 Somo specsﬁcs;
about a specific. and vory “roal dnit that -
served admirably in Vietnam, from the
'..'xplatoon leaders all the “way' to" the
- -lowest ranking door gunner. | was as-
'r'ssgned to Charlle Cornpany, 1015! Avia--

“'ou{ never knowmk, ‘when: :[ snrnplo re: ﬁ";‘_
')p[’y mleasmn woldd furh m'm a lifes

Comiinony i toiys Lok osone vver bl

month-the South Victsanese soldier.in’
j Black -
‘L Wufuws flow in’ (,nmlml 'wnth lhhm and,-

Sqrbserde,  Bdcagse - ihe.

-pmuna’
'. l w,lmlvd i hid

know: it..Damn the writer: ‘whoe gave the

rvoviE (he scéne in'which an"American -
wdogi gunner opbnéd fire 6i Ameffcan
‘roops. Thosegkinds of lies have given
all- vewrans a black aye for 6o Iong

'8 g
mnl:iary genlus untll

enc;m ||

liai: leads

B, ,'k

. ‘tll(:

_ln.'Vit‘tnmn umtmuw} lo (&5

and Fai: -
> ?nd__-, .
“_'tlw Astau Yalley- while-under. wittiering
L NVA fire and taken to f' 5

o)

11l s book, often doing the.-
L le wi _\shehcoplers that most .
S Aineticars would T '
Cobe flying, - e

: "Hamburger H‘ill" was - nothmg hke."
" the movie, Those of us:who were lhere

“pulled o

vy fime American military forces were
e to. g-l-vg 1 “*'rifory back to fhe VC,

LA al egs;back in -ii-fhe Sfafes who
Wer‘e suckiNg up to. special inferesf groups
fnr whmever reasons,

some -
'*"polmcan, who s known for. having -
problems with cars and bodies of W
ter, raised se- miich hell that the 10Tst:
._‘:f’WdS”forced to puli -out. and g,we.the"‘J

ve territory':back 10 the VG

Swlno WETE i Kot upy 16 spow
mt([(*%t Brobps for whatever reasons:
Bt the Black Widows Ay
“thir Hest
Pethaps

these - Cire Hlﬂ‘il(}ﬂ((“s

"'formcr members’ ol the *A” {cam who -

were pulled oot -ofia pesition. west of

base Curra- K
; remember,- :

- hee will

Cithers; Ilke the four: man crew that we -
aftésins, -

-of ‘the Ashau.
helicopter ‘was shot-down amid a mass

‘of hard-core NVA freops, will remem- = -
ber the brush with death-and the ela-
“tion. of getting the. hell out of there. |7

hope-there " are- civilians still alive - i

Vietnam or, even better, living in-some -
‘other country where they -are safe; "~ -
;;who will remember when the train. -

they were on’ was blown off thc- lrack' i

$d .’e no*“i‘ to fhe acﬁdns of American
he geneml.s in Viefnam were bril-

l'.by NVA, and the Black W!dows came o
in. under heavy fire and pulled out'load.

after load-of them, flying them back o -

‘afety and: medical assistance. | gould S
o on about the Black Widows:and the. -
agtions i which 1hey Were nnvolved

of our accomplishments in that war.
- we did -eur ‘share; It was. OUI"C_IV(|Ian-7 .
leadefs.and the protesters who lost the .
war, When all Is satd and done, can -
fiant’ strafe;r,lstsj ur)der orders | '
the- S

2 A n'-’not be retumed un!ess acaompamed‘.
ubm:ss:on shall be paid $500 Submnss:ons should be =
& .York NY 100?6 8802, . RN



_('éomp.lfimrentsl.’;_ of Art Wi_kﬁi-k)'

.»;ur».w- o

Feb. 16, 1970

- oN TIIE EDGE Cumheu !'wm the l.ﬂ nn.
lekr aver-the skids 4f ‘v trainfng hetiéopter as

:hm) L\n\m

k‘T'hc 2|1d B (Ambl,
1 rof‘ali

S iThia sessions. stressed
~ o improvement of the nfantey’s tirmobife
T heapability] were bistenlly 4 yefraser for the

T Battalon. M
by menibers of, the. batml:on s own mmntry

- ghmpanies,.
. ror the new
kmk Ly

This_trainin ng i3 ecprcmL_y
B LI a"n assistannstrictor ALIRE niIu Tanie,

~people T sald. - Spts S ACHIIE

(Amb! ). SOSth !nf.
: they leaen. the latest
: _1:c%miques In Ilppdhnﬁ during a.week ol.battallon reftesher tenining

SCULSs A@rmy pholo by Spec, 4 Hownrd Slner)

B, compowd o(‘ over
assroo_m hours, co_vorcd .
"_Alanding Zones . durlng combat. assqults, usé of. x

persapnel lndder-droppid from & CHet7- Chinook,
";.md ‘rapélling from. Hueyanads! halicopters, - : .

_,‘tra[nimz 1 'thie uise

“tedtiniques, LE

o

General ﬁﬁnqht Gives

.- By.Spes. 4 Elliott Goopar

F8B RIFLE - Stdke Dorcs
. troopers of the, 2nd Bn.(Ambi,).
... 302nd 156, have found that two
““can llve chéaper- than one -at
theft homis hers —. at least 4n
-terms.of military operations,

Vigtnamese soldlers-of the 1st
ARVN DI¥'s 4th Bn,, S4ih cht.
ate. pmontly ‘oeeupying  and
opeming out of lhh fire’ base

Al 5 o si')nn]

Ut s; “Willlymson, of .. Ch jeago,
1 ied,' W Ngzroaetion-m lie men:has been
good. They re o that -thigre. -aré . ne second
chanesy @ flald, o

In gpecial session oh airmobile opcrauons, :he
Currahiess " practiced. . loading and : unloading on

8. blook of nlr{;mblla Instrustion also-ineluded

f acrind rocket artillery. Aftar a
dliplay ol the firapower. and:acouracy .of Cobra
punghipsoofie of tha heavily-armed choppars.mads .

o3t of the.ngtruction wis given. |+ 4t at (ull speed ovexa protnd pasitian, -

Echoing ‘the infecest of the soldisrs jn airmobile

Va, Yattalion eoimmandey, condludad, "Tha speed
of the-aireralt and_the ndapcabilny of the miea to

‘.varlcd terrain i§ the dssence of girmobile infantry

apetations.”

@aﬂ

-?’For 101st Eagle Re- em!stmeni’

L OAME I‘A(JLE ~The 101st’ sold ler from the
B3¢ a5 reenlist-during the-nionth of Tanudry was

M. Wright i1, Dlvlsiorn: Commanding Genéril;
. ;Spge: 4 Robert G, Ro}}lcr was-prémoled-to his
L present-rank aid given -the oath.of enlistriiens 5t
L hmLammapding: Uenerals-aveningbriering: Roller
enlisied’ Lo three Aty selecting:tha.cargersifeld

Klay wligre he. wily
. stnent leave. Upon h

i tnarn; he-will e, ag5ign

(Cov Al Bhin Rat angd e .in’ (he d.na
. ‘pmcessingswtwu. o i

i Dunng Januaw. the ION reenfistad 125 first
tetm’ RA_ or AUS: personnel, - This is the. hu'hh
pumbizr of rL‘G‘HlIS(n‘IEﬁ‘; [he Division hagonis..
n'dny one moith sinoe ifs artivalin Yietnam., -

The - kﬂV to " the increased wumber .

remm.
Is

ven-the oath ofcnhslmentreccully by Ma] Gen, '

Ye. i vy Enton teto ks fiang: doarmuIer,  datx o

speivd. s

“oftirs

phced on

tasnlistments W‘as the:- cxnph1sis
lour of the

[i=Divlsion reenlistinént o ptions., Only:

128 men. whorresnlisted duging Janyacy reshlisiad
“forreassigninent:to units duwtside. the Division,

Serey raenilstTora laise
nmimber:
tminlug. An
aetlye -y, c.]n reerilise

5. !:.:u'ia trogperss
1 niida lhf
ngd E months of
E)ivh[m\ for.

motor maintananee, N
finanag,  Speeidl  services
ententalndenty; Eanly
pasddl ppérali
:r'un!mu.:;mn PR 't

Many, . of these tighis-. involye:
Searger’ davelopoient
wnlqpportumhﬂs: Bt A

vie jnterested fiv., thy cw‘r‘t et ur‘h'ﬂx

A,k i Vi

o sl
g :'n-"nn

f-‘ .
i 1ould ccnnct lht.i ST G er uuun. for.

- .’nils :md other sigs.of "Viot
i MY 8t h,d besn,,
spoucd Thithe area, -

Gol. Howary Crowsll; ,\Juxmtdrfm_ s:nallx et ~hlzhly'

3 o otk

located 12 rni.les somh of ‘Hue

with the Soreaming Eaglssin-a.
comblned offort. to [noraase: .
operdtions Ln the Immediate. area-
and proyide extra secuﬂty t0 the
Feir,

This: arrangemeht Was-

" coneeivad during an earlier joint
US, -+ -Vletnamese opszation’
!nvolving the.2nd Dn, 502, . -
When, the. Striks - Forés
“soldlérs wata deplayed wniter the
Screarmng Gogles' 2nd Hiigade,
At was. degidéd that Firs Ilnsc-
" Rifle showld rot ke abandoned
. iness, Hunker complexes, exil

Aakt

“Sothe dthpn, S4th chdmont
was.called on to (ll:ln.while the
“0+Déwcs was workinginde e
Sweond, - Diigade; The ARVN's
were_-also 4 8 position o
continué  nomal operatlons
during . the * Sereantlng: Eag,ies
onu-week absénige,

i the. Hme: oame {oF the -

smke Force ‘troopers 1o-retum,, -,

howevier; the {oimd fories with:
the' South. stnamese, nihar
“than take thelr-place:” :

MThe .reason, - befind
comh[n[ng {orees,” explained L1,
Col. Roy 1. Young, Strike Fosoe.
comman e,r, CYweass o pnmurily

begauss the acea acound. Rifle
“many.

has: been -the -seens. of |

IOLST N 1015F w Maj

anlistinient oath to Spee,

Gen, John M 'ﬁ'rig'l- Jt, g 3
4 f(oburt A1 [Roller, Reoller; wasths !015('

operations ever. since - the
" Q:Deuce movcd hero hnck in’
Oacober..., ;
The Strike: Force commmdur
then added gL by uombining
rorces the two battaligns “imore
completeiy‘ gover the ldrea of
oparations, We now have six rifle -
companies ‘instead of; the. usual

- AAlirde.

Responsibﬂ“? l‘or - sgenring
“thé firehase Has remained . with
the ARVN's; but thuy have been
Aaugmented: hy snmu hmkw I?oru. .

hé: command post groub# of
th units have: becn deeupying
ihe! same: - tactidal’ oparallolns
cen;er, working - togedher o
&ffect the ngosssiry copperation

o.nd conrdinatibn Anteingicdoithis.
¢d Col. -

oparﬁtion, - comtn.
Yo\mg B R
“The cooperation betwesn
rorccq on the flrebage. itsel! has
ean ~exaellent:" ‘added -Mai.
Floyd Wnlters. hattalmn
operat'ions Siflesrl who
oXplalned - that the . bigeust
rroblcm .sedms to- b thc
langugge barrier:”: - -
“Worklng Joamly provndcd .

“we with. muc}: ‘battar
undezrsténdinr of ARV-N tactics
‘and. techniqucé a3, wall s giving
the  Amaricans a. much aredter
agpreciation | for ..the “ARYN's -

Intotise errc)rts 1 bafry te war 0 T

i’lrsl Ierm RA, AUS saldiar- ta:resenlist in e division: tilsyeat. - -
o (U.S Army phmo by’ Pt‘c. Tack: Kanua) e




;AL ong time o andther, nearly everyont serving. completely free the user from the bonds of realit
in Kiﬁﬂaﬂﬂm,‘l}aszme opﬁﬁrtunlty;t_o use drugs, - and creats a feellng of camplete well'«being,‘:;{
I !g scem:‘that;t_ @ declsioi to usk them i 4 ““bad tip" tady-shsiave’ the user (1’ the st of
de‘cﬁign ir;q’.iuAt:?er. all- e -3 -3teietly’ péisondls wild >halﬂmsnauana‘,‘ Eauss blzacré:beliavior, panlo
Hsion, 1g4k.ne o ot \avny'&umb:atof friphtening. consequences, -
AWould .

©Tale posalbile that o gersaB8iseh o mindjuana. dr.
: ﬁf‘m? ":nr_ip“_ fay. B_:t;z::d‘n‘ngcrgs'u's to lhos_a.l';;muhd‘ A
CUUTL MARIUANA L T Atipliotimines scd basbitaratss-sro thoos i
I il ) A phetamines and; batbitorads siv thosa drug
wé‘f:‘_:;%“f {5 the most comrohly sed drug I “ used s stimulantg and sedatives; Tiiey Have coven
y Yo bemadidally: usefisl. ta. the freattnent.of many

ol : :
"LSDrof tristhint with-yolr [fef

" T s e effeot of g
it eirrduridings, "This. produces 2~ falso senise of -
wwellbelng And’ the usst Becontes Incapable of
[ thorgghly.parforniing bis duties, * .
- Inacombat zong; wherh.otis man may-becilled
sV the Lifs-of o (Hend at dny: piven: tinie,
S ds Ao -uthost iniporiance. that, every
AndividvaL Be n:full:dommand o Kis:tasultiesat
o time A phiin. under the-Influgnes o -marijuana ¢
- dangerous to both himself and.others; - -

LT UTHEDECISION |
Althsugli the partiendat offecis. oF «differerit

ol il"f B g

: orme drigs lave proven to
B

oI, 1Oy
ba. habitsform

" {hose atound you, cie i
The fact must be faced that no: man has the
cighi- 1o, endanger othidrs, When you aré incapable
- ot-safely firing a weapon; Sensibly driving: vehiels

© ¢ Lysergio acld: disthylamide; or SD; 1s'a strofig
or.s{aying slert.on guard, yau are puiting.others in

-halluclnogen - asd - hids-Bden (ound to "be: very "

“hazardous to-(he well=being 6 (. the user, A% (s.the"

-qase. with-marjuang, 3D dods not erdat a ?_hys‘i_cal
i 18

* redl dangei, ST T
Tl uge-of drugsis your dediston; it i your-own

o dependence; by psychologledl noed Hoftn “business What risks you- want-to take with: your
R T N e T health: But your business'snds when the welfaie of
- LAD:Has. 4. varioly-ofieffets, A “dood Arfp’ may i i o

. others comes [nto the:question,

Dnirinig the sélge ol Bastogns, he.
was- capturéd by the German.
Attlty. and [roprisoned, He was
caot lreeld until cAprdl, 1943,

PSB-BASTOGNE S-The'fidme oated 15 miles- soutivent of
Bastoghs® hag special misaning' Hue, = 07 . R
for Chaplain (Maf, Gen,) Franalst - - In Dedsinder, - 1944, Claplain
L. Sammpion,Chlef of Chaplaing,’ “Sampsif - was Sérving with' the )
oA aent” SOLst Pafachute [RE Répt, atthe  While. 2 prisoner-in. the Gaiiian
s8’ Belglan 19w astogns. POW .comp riear ‘the. Balilo, -he
L woe e sk edand. wasallowid. 1o remain
~ with the-enlisted prisoners, - ,
. Chagialn, Sampsan visited Fire

A1 28 ‘part o:his.anhual visit to
SVietham, = This was- Kl foneth
“widltfo RVN. The purposs.of the
& tHp-wag to-vilsit wieh ‘oliplaing,

dige of Lo

CWiilant s Bradley.
oo Qo Bradley . cam
¢

S g WS - lengthy Smillitary
ca_roer,‘;tshe “Chiof “of Chaplalng
has omade thyee: combat jumps.
- Chaplaiii -Sampdon i’ served.”
s aningtnigtar - at the United

States” ‘Army- Chaplaln- Sohoo!,
Diivislor:

eio Sinam in Juns I(?GSJ.uHe;has'fserved-:_as
Hithandee 6f the DlvislonSapport Command,, RO
From- {947, to,,l,as{j,.'he, Attendid the Unlted 'Staes Military
Apademy. dt West Poiht, New: York: He wasgraduated 2 Padhielor of
CMDitary. Séience-and qopiinissioned 1 2nd Hattenant/=.. =~ " <. 3
2 Col. Dradley Tiax praviously: served ln Korsay Great Tiritaiing the 1
- ¢ Comiatoan “Republly; . Viguiam:_and: varjous stateslde assignmeonts, . He has sy served: as!
- While dn 'Kores, lé-sarried the Brongesiar: Medalwith V" devica, ' . Chaplain of the: 1018t
- Gol, Slégtsty whe: hss.‘_t&k'g_ne:m'c})ost'-vaontcdab,yﬂnl, Biadlevihas o om0 ) )
gomfanded the 3rd Brigade slide June. 1969, During that tlms-the .
-hrigade dleared. North Yiethamese wnits from the A ‘Shau  Valley,
~ 0 Undee the éolonel’s ¢onunand, aritoriwag smployed for the. first -
Cee it v the A §haws During -Gstober -and Movembor, the brignde
“provided.sover-forthe reduploying 3rd Marine Divislon, GO

: depand-ion o lan uhdst the
- AMPHETAMINES AND BARBITURATES -

' nui‘i{f}ﬂ:‘}h k?ﬁ;",’},g&'ﬁ‘“"j&i:&?““°”” fats.. almepts bup thelr Indiscaiminans i gan lead to.
1t has o disoriénting the ser from; \'"9”_’"19 Aubtrouble forifieuser. 0 T

drugs vary, some enn detacl tho-used:frofm what fs, .

habltsformilng . and, physically. dangerous.- All
= drigs: ard: ikely q;-alt'exj,-ayqur:___re!nnhnsnm-.,;w'it.h.

. Bupport ‘Base Bastogne on Jan,

Ah# Republic) thoga whey

k BV ﬁnnd.-::oer:e'rr\;o'ﬁie‘sj.-ﬁ it - sommenders .and Soldiers about -
.écgmly,.}M%:j._éen.‘ . Wright :Jr, recelved t_hu‘c;_lo'::'uoﬁ th.sbr? . "_'lgh;‘_f?ligqﬂmés;'__mtsr\t;tg; p.r;fﬂfd
sigads. from Col. R H. Siegrist-and: pressnted hem. to Col. ~Chaplainsin:Vietnam, -

“tedeployiient
Approaching. thelr DEROS wven . though ithey. may dot bo in 4 -

up formothing

Redeployment Drops
Don't Go With Plans

A lagh-of andérstandlng oh. the parf of many sdldjard IR Victanm.

- a8 well ay dheir - feignds and: telatlves. in the United: States regarding:

the -duirent. Army potley governitg troop redeployment from
Vistaam has been the enuse ol muth dlsappolntinent Tor both the

fighiting.manin the/Rapublic.and.his relatives’in the U3,
" Personnel -are redeployed from- the Republis i Red)

_ ing with the:
authorized troop celllng; when the authorized ceilling:is lowered, 2

“roop -redéployment begins; - Redudtion In personnel 1§ mandged

primarily Gon & unit ‘basis, .essentially deallng with authofized . -

strengths, Gettaln-unlts ars-3éleoted 10-be sliminaled fromithe (oree. :
T struotire dnd ‘are them insgtivated orredoployed, . .~ 0 7 L
- . ‘Howeévet; the-members of a-unit sslected for redeplovment ars
-not necessarily returned -to (he. Unlted States. The basis.peliey of o
“twelve. - month - tour. (6t Individy

13- aontinids Lo -apply: . The

“redeployment orinactivation 6F a-iiit s vot medn't to ¢hange the 12
- menth tour, policy: Bven -while -units aredbeing. redeployed,; there

ramdins substantial need Tar-replacements. within undts. semaingig .

' ! fe ‘have substantial paris of - thelr tour = -
semalning.at tho time thelr whit (s redsployed: will by transferred Lo |-
atherunils In Vietaam, oo T e T )

L Cutreft Army polioy s that personngl assigrod: 10:{hose units P
amed a8 part of; the- phave U redeployment will be retaingd in ...
letham. uitil thélr normal DEROS, ™ e
~Many . Soldlers - also .have. the milstaken notion that “tfoop® -
will - necessitate - “drops™: lor - those” who dre

redeploying uhit, It Is nlikely. thae this will be. the cass in the .~
future, A good plece 0T advies for the solil {ar Byelng'a possivlecutin .
his. talr {37to not mnkq-any"rirmplans dnd’to avoid-getting his-hopos

@oﬁj’mﬁﬁd'ﬁhﬁidéﬁﬁa
Anfornation OfMdsr .
“Cai tiaed TATOTIN t;

Birot. .
ARATCSrAL Agsistant,

[PER e . CSpe 4 To Atwell
N v e dpee.d-David Rose

: 'Unl}_ifu‘r‘fcsp‘bud_ent_s

oy

3 unlt, 18t Plae, A Coy 326 Bugr, Bit, I Miilsing » bridge-rumpp.lete'x;nnip Is part o[ thaplatoo
rodd projeet, a clvie a¢tlon program £ apenew roadways (oF thie Vietiameso f""?s’l"q'(-u S 7

Spiead T A r\aiii';gﬁl,“' « Divaty " )
P SR W TR T [ 1 N 1 soes, 4 Terr 4 Lok i
L L U '
eE, 430 Qiron, /1 :Snae, 8D X . R
ﬁ{c.-} e Mo i i ahsand s Rrown TAKING 1T FROM HERE w [, Don Heil
bEei' JU W ¥ : S{:ec.i Ao Trig
bies gg { TR | §§ : §"nut’c' ok patnae,
1A S5 AT URaE 8l S Ly Clndvary

i

(fat righty of ME, ‘Carmiel;-Pas Yends a hand to



Rebds 970 T g Bage L O e
"ARVN-US Units

Join In Operation

o ‘D“?uS:p_cé»a Tack Caiopey-

CAME-SNLLY =& jolnt. UiS, and ARV, aperation lagting six
days-hasiswept 1200 squive kilometers in an’ atea west of Fluein.
altenmept. fo Inlerdlet ansiy fotoes possibly.miassing for-at sifensive,
The opermtivn tegged “Sd* inbluded-atask foree of six Infantry
attalios, one. .cavygl roof g (e eqiivaisnt of i dzullery

battalions; .
Y] intty b,
(AmBLY, 5015t il
327tk dnd, L4 Bn Y2l Lt
. ahd the 2hd, B, 3rd;Regt, 6lithe ARV ) :
Condot  Troop;,. Tnd Sadrri CAhEY T Tth, Cav,. sefasned. the

southwésttorder duringiopérations. for: e a5k dores.. - S
:Soldisty from-the.afritobile battalions wate deplo fte thearea | -

of-opsratidn. withinhents-of the wilision orier: 74 ticalcontes ’

-given 14 fhe Soredming Eiglty' 2nd Brigide caminander, toel,
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The Hue-Da Nang Railroad
Winds Its Way On 7 Hour Trip

HUE ~ From Hue to Da Nang by railroad: it's a trip you'll never
forget; The train isn't exactly the Santa Fe express; it takes nearly
seven hours to cover the 70 mile stretch between the two citics and
to say the ride is rickety is being polite. But it’s a great way to see
the people, hamlets, and scenery of southern | Corps.

It seem as {hough you stop at every hamlst between the Lwo cities
and af every stop new people board; some heading for markets in Da
Nang with their pigs, chickens, rice, or sugar canc; some visiting
reletives: some just going along for the ride.

Al Lang Co, a [ishing village about haif way between Hue and Da
Nang, the most beautiful part of the trip begins, Here the rails follow
the panoramic coastline of the South China Sea and the passengers
snjoy a breathtaking view of the waves pounding in upon the beach
rocks hundreds of feet below them. About five miles south of Lang
Co, the train goes around the Hai Van Pass, a decp cleavage cut
between two mountain peaks, usually camoullaged by low slung
wisps of clouds. Da Nang is still miles away, but it is visible [rom an
old French fortress on one of the peaks.

Somewhere alony the way, depending on how hungpry the
conducter s, the train will rumble te a hait and you kunow iCs time
for junch, usually a meal of {resh shrimp and rice.

About six hours into the trip you approach Da Nang Bay. Visible
across the bay is Monkey Mountain, so neamed by the Marines’
securing it ’ :

The train chugs on and an through the outskirts of Da Nang then
fnally-into the city itself,

Two summers ago this trip wasn*t possible. Train service between
Fue and Da Nang was interrupted by the Tet Offensive ol 1968,
Continually threatened by VC terrorist incidents, rail trafiic stopped
completely until ARVN, Marine, and 1015t units joined lorees last
summer to insure safe passage between the two cities,

ARYN and Marine outposts are now dotted long the 70 miles of
tracks. A special security train was initiated. Manned by Ist ARYN
Division troops, the train provides a constant deterrent against
enemy attack. 101st dog teams now check the tracks for mines, and
101st light observation helicopters provide air security. ARVN mefOS
soidiers also ride along on the passenger train for extra protection.

In South Vietnam, the maflroad is not an anachronism, to the
people from Hue to Da Nang, the railroad is a regular mode of travei,
just like the sampan, the {ootpaths, and more recently, the motor
hikes. Thanks to ARVN and US forces, the train wiil stick pretty
close 1o its timetable. -

troepers,
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