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N NEWSLETTER INTENTIONS

“The "dintention of thils Newsletter is to bring those of us together
that are interested in WSB Ripcord, RVN., The events, the people,
the humor, the memoriles of that time are being written by those
who served there.. We want this to be a healthy experience for the
Veteran, his or her family opr fyriends. We encourage vou to write,
call and talk, or send other appropriate material regarding the
Newsletter or about Ripcord in-general.  We wish to Improve as we
grow and your input iz necessary. : b

Howevey, there may be those Veterans (or others) who are still
troubled by theilr experiences, We regret this situation, but can
not shave responsiblilty for reactions regarding the Newsletter
contents, Ideally, this Newsletter will help all of us to better
cope with a difficull past and move us toward a rewarding future.

CCONTACTS /NEW FACES

My, Jack Wilhite S 7 Mr. Gib Rossetter

AT Werth

Mt Bob Smoker: . .  Mr.

Ms. Beverly McClurs . Mr. Rick Freeman

Mr. Richard Daniels (HHQ & D, 1-506th)
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INCOMING
. Dear Chuck,

I don't¢ know if you remember who I-
am, 1t really doesn't matter., T
often recall our filrst encounter.

I was a cobra pilot for the ARA.
battery at Camp Evans, J was
called out to shoot for a company
in contact (A/2-50G6 1f I recall).
You were southeast of Ripeord. It-
was July 1970,

I came toward you from the.
northeast. Because of cloud cover,
I couldn't get oyer a ridge line.

I could hear the firefight over the

radio as you spoke, and the urgency
and desperation In your volice,

Apparently vou had ealled fpr
igunships-oarligr in the merning and
“no one had been-able to.get. to you,

I knew how to get,to-you.?;l told
you to sit tight and glve me ten
minutes. As’'I look bhack ~- where
were you going te go?  That's why I
was comling to you, because you
-couldn't move. T had to fly east
" in the flatlands past Helen to the
~ Song Bo River, fly up the river
past Ralkasan to the Crowsfoot,
pick the correct tributary, and
continue west.

When we recestablished radlo centact
T asked you to gilve me directions
from the sound of my rotor hilades.
We hiad to shoot close to your
position. We ordered more cobras
and finally brought you relief,

I called vou almost cveryday after
that., One day, not too long
afterward,; youn didn't answer.
RTO sald you had been hit with
shrapnel in the throat. You stayed
with your men.

Your
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Several days later, you could
whisper some on the radlio. Another
company was inserted to join_ you.
If memory serves, it was D Co, and

‘Rollison was the CO . I m gstre I

don't have all the factb in order
-— just a memory. :

After you returned_to_Evans, you,
the other Co. CO, and one of your
men paid me a surprise viglit., I
don't recall the visit being very
Joyous. I fecl very humbled by
those of you who were filghting the
war to come see me -~ just a
helicopter pilot,

I have met John Fox who was General
$id Berry's pilot during Ripcord.
They are still friends. - I have
been able to read General Berry's
after action report. on Ripcord.
With that in mind, your story has
even more meaning .to me, - You are
an inspiration.

" Merry Christmas,

- .C Btry, 4th Bn,

S Argvle,

3

Rick Freeman

Griffin 93C ‘.
7T7th ARA, 101 Abn
Div, 68-T1

Texas

ATTENTION: 10Ist Alrborne
Divigion, RVN .

2-501st Geronimo, All Companles
We are putting together a reunilon
to be held in conjunction with the
All Adirborne Reunion 1n Washington,
DG, July 58 -8, 1990, . Please
contact: Al Werth, 603 f. Church

Melvin Brown, Brave Company. Where

are you?
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Chuck,

My wife stumbled on to the Ripcord
Assoclation through Gary Jestes.

He gave me past issues of the
Ripcord Report which alerted ne to-
the fact that I am not the only one
with strong memories of those
‘months 20 years ago. At -that time
I was with C/2~506 and was with the
CP in the field in chavge of
supply.. Some events are vivid,
dates and sequéncmﬁ ard not so
clear. If my input can help piece
it all together, count.om jt.

but

ceeados

.Tho UgLohUr 1089 Rlpcord Rnport is

the most recent cone that I've scen.
In it you wrote of the intentions
of the newsletter. I think they

are worthy., Surely there are aany
who are still -at war to one degree
or another, IFf I'may, I would like
to offer what has been the solution
‘for me. As a pastor [ learned that
if a person has peace with God, he
has the resource for making peace
in all other areas of life, even
the guilt he feels duse to his past.
After T returned to civilian life,
the woman who is now ny wife

ﬁ,lnalutod that 1 go to church with

T went reluctantly but for
the Bible was opened
up for me, and I was shown what
real Christianity is all about.
Just as Chuck Coleson and many

others, I found peace.with God
Lhronph Jesus Ghrdst. It would be
a groat privi]edge'for=me:to @o
into detajl for ahyone who is’
longing for peace.’

her,
the first time

Thanks for this vehicle for
reaching out te old frionds,
Please let me know 1f I can help
£ill in gaps (I'haven't seen much
from the perspective of C/2-508),
or ifI can help in any other way.

~ Bob Smoker

Red Lion, PA
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My name
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Dear Ray {Blackman)

ig Jack Wilhite and I
gerved with the 10lst in Vietnam in
T0-71, 1 was with the 2-306 at
Camp Evans -and 1in 71 at Camp
Carrcoll for a short time., I'm
wrliting you in hopes of maybe
finding a buddy [ served with., I
know you probably -have men write
all the time looking for someone,
but its been 19 years and every
year that-goes by 1s jJust making it
harder for me to find him, When T
left 1 didn't even have time to say
goodbye, and I think of that och\n.'
Its like not finding 1ho last’ pdyo
of a book, My buddy's name 1s
Donald smith and he also derved
with the 2-306. If you could help,
please let me Khow as soon as
possible., 1'11 be in Washington,
DC for Memorilal BDay looking like [
have been since 82, Also, I heard

&

“"#}t:—"""w«« 'L

from Art Witnik in CT that you have

a papar about flrebases and other
things about J10lst In Nam, If you’
have a spare, please send me one,

Sincerely,

Jack Wilhite
"Currahse”

Springfield, MO

Ripcord AsS0C, -

Just a quid<uoteto let you know we.
atill- enjfoy roadinp your.

"nowslo tev

We are finally settled In our new

home, the climate here is a litile

~1like Vietnam, hot and humid in the

Summer but muoh approaiqtgd in Lho

“idintor '

4

Thank you again for remembering us.

Sincerely,
Gene & Pam Brown

West Palm Beach, FL
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NDear Mr. nlnvkmnn. -,,_ _ - Doar Chuclk,”
SHello, S Itme nnL muah on - wurdu or I onJoyed the: 1nnt HOWBJOlLOl.'zl_
telling people how 1: Iunl hul T'm ran Into nnoLhur Rlpmord veloran, L
gn[uu to 11y : _ : CThe Carall (0unLy Histordcal - .
AR o sooioty wantod, my|Vietnam war
“When a4 Jot uﬂlynu.uuv&'woru in - © Patiguos and Junglq hoota Cor Lhuiv
Viotnam, I wag Just o Tittle gird; © museum. 1 oway talking to the..
born In 1088, didn 't have anyone ouratol of . tha miseum abont the
of ‘my vwn to wrilto Ln wiho wne thoro - 10kak whun 8. Woman Buddonly J;l;‘
I the Nam. . Not aevon Iy high - Lt roditaad hnfaalf Bha told mo.
,fuvhnnl : ”_Q* o g‘;  haop huabhnd haat' heﬁn in the Jﬂlut,,'
- e o AR “nlao, 1 gavi i Ber ey plohe husber
Anywuy,ei'm nvoud of you guYs, all and Lold hog ¥ wnulﬂ anﬁy Pulhiuﬁ .
o af you who wore In Vietham, = “Tenpe o to her huﬁhnu& :
Coaboptoyon and 1o think Amgrton - _”' _ o _.,._,y?
©oshould: give you every good thing “ e huisbanil inmﬁnﬁnﬁilﬁuimw.and”iKJV
SO Pe thint iw yedves T L havd @ lol ~ o turnod put he had been. on Nlpchtﬂ
“of roapoot for youw and I Joveyou - lo dpove over Lo sy house aud we
guys  with all ny aart - JusL-un mich - had a gPaat anLL; o showod me S
as AL vou wnvn my famlly. . _ nlldos of. f[vubuuﬂu and a faw of . REEPE-
: e : Ripeord, - I gave him some- = '
In . boplks [ rand soma oi thom tell Information nn the Ripecord
- how bad our Vietnam vets webe - Assoclation, - 118 name. is Nob
Ctreatod, T think 1t 48 very sad Smoker.  Here 1g his uddress and
R and . you ‘shouldn't have heen. treated phone number, ' .

sn uply, muan, and dirty. _ _ : T . :
: ‘ Enclosed is a copy of a vosterof €
I saw the movie Hamburger Htll ~ Company that might be of use to

- Paits of the movie were s so. hoart- someone. -Algo gome other materlal
bvoﬂkinﬁ it.mﬂd@-me want to oy, that might be of interoest to thc
Lo ' Sl -_-nquJuLLor
YU uye nhould gol tho bilggest hug : '
Sl thn world. U ] : ' It you avor foel liko dviving up. Lo;
o P o ' this aren, feal Treo to drepo. by, myug
CWell, 1 guoaa I better go. I Just. . house, T am alwaya interestod in . -
'.wnntnd ynu to know how I foel. .0 .. hoaring offiaar‘a tulk about thlnva«
S : R N from thelr polnt of view -~ NOW. :
thunkH for my. Creodom and wolcome “ - that 1%, hal hnl o
© hofiow. T hope 'you have a wonderrul -~ SHLME R
~ Chrlstmas-and a great New Yoar. o Take LﬂPGl_:“ NS
- TR Ce T Gary Joates,

: '::%any truly yours, L o e Hnmpatnﬁd{'MDﬁ 1l
“ﬁ_”.;ﬁnvully Muflur IR L RIS

p.g, Hope you dun L miud my
;erLtnu ynu;;y‘- ' .



_ Dear'Ripcord_Assoc.

T oam the proud WIfP of a Vietnan
Veteran, wvitlng to let you know o
oup. addrosq hag 'changvd Your '
newslet1er menns bO munh Lo mv
huv and :

Hv h%pvoldllv'ﬂ'” e tho nviio]v
“about Hamburwer Hill thiat being
_tho_fir L anoP:ofion%Jvo ho wa )

 Loyd-$pent almost two years in
Ve tpdn dn. 89 and 70, as o4 dgt. o

S omithothe 100st Advberne Div.

1dinp' o

(;pgrgiﬁmy“j“’

' jt)i) _ E?iiie{iﬁa(; o

Julmor-
AL

B.‘t 11 (’.f'};f'l FYHL

Zin'x 1nhn

2 f would bﬂ moro-thdu
T conLvihuLer

Thﬂnk you much and ?keep vour
L powder dpy! = '

Pratgrnally,
_Bi11 Payne - -
s San Dimas . CA

T has gleen we




_ VIETNAM QUIZ

S Hep@ iﬁ g ljst of quostione . & quiz - 80 that you can determine whethﬂv or: not
';?;SOMPUDO 1q~= () o Vietnam Veteran; (b)) a real-live Vietnam.101st Alrhorne’ Veteran;
c) A preat. btory ~teller; or'(d) aomeone who pretends they were there, but was.
: ﬁe vlso I (There can bo moro than one correut answer . ) P .

"dtfty box" 13,,,=a.~;- :
'y'n{ A sma]l aocordian, varried in the fiﬁld by soldiera of Germah descent. o
77, (Usyally) an M-80 ammo can, in which you kept your personal 1tems o shaving :
- gear,. cigaref%b, letters, etci: . - _ Ch _ Lo
& cg. A Nickname for a laundry. bag‘ or- :
A mlniture arena I whjch 1llefdl cockroauh fights w@re hold

A Combat Medls'.ﬁf I RE RENE T ALY . : S : .

- b;,,Thin?a that came In cans inqido of boxee that you sometimes ate, but mosfly

"”Just carried around bedause- you needed the weight in your rucksack; . .
: Wifh i llttle - 4 and dot vord, g repldcament for the claymore antiperbonnpl '

‘]_herved ‘ot baavd A ahip.;-—

8.  ﬁsnako o Nape"'are'w?:'"ﬁ

:a. A generio name for %outh Viatnamese vaudville ahow L
o b, 250 b, high- drag bombs and napqlm droppvd by the; Air Force in suppo%t of
~d;ggrnund troopq, : ‘
Sl e,s The nicknamps of two ledgenddry 101qt troopers who, armed only Wlth
'sl'ngshots, confronted “ahd killed a 10 ‘foet tall NVA. sapper--or i
:d,; Thv essential ingrodientq Ain tho vaeipe for."crispy critters

._ : 4 .. Ripcord 1S’ . _:. . .:.:

A Firebabe o the northern rim of the A Qhau Valley.-_.~
Qamething you pull to open-a parachute--;.. ' ' ' RN
ho entire Arda ‘of Oborafiona (AO) around ;S ﬁ rebaqe dn tha northern rim of - S
%hnuHVallPV' or : T : SR SR AR s
i A Mi]itary Lick

5. "Slicksn‘ar\en ‘-.:. L.

e ‘aQ: Plecés of tape or- cord usod to tio down fatigue trousers $0 leaches wouldn'tgj
: Ag;crawl up’ your degy oo = . S
; Another name for choppers, hu@ys, birds, and utility helicopters- ,f

- Q. US Army recruiters; or. .. i i
d Wuddy Jungle trnils that have bevn heavily ubed by NVA. TN




"_éfnifﬂo'knpté"wis('

o a. An artillerymdn 'mntto mean1n§ . faat as reSupply chnpper* can bring ammno - -
(80 knots/hour ), we cah shoot it"; : N

S T bt The numbcﬁ of turuq ¥ ur ldrpo inioatjne muqt do to rolpaso thv sphinctor"
. ¥musc19 after a firefiyht", SRS
_.,'7 ~ The list of. thngh youv-drill instructor told ypu not to do or‘you would dip. k
' =i'f.'in Vietnam ops . -
v e ha pojnt—man § pace count dfror muvin? 8 kilometerq through thp jung]e.

S,

¢

standdown"*

J _thing that nlways gor uanmelled ut tho laqt minute and waq replacad by a fuf-
L. com a# agsault-to a hot AQ; 0 . S :
o b Shoit periods An the- vvar thal dllhwvd ?runtq to appr@oiate Lhe'Sdorif[oes
‘Ging made by they REMFg 1+~

oo A flat; giece of metal woldnd Lo the-skids of choppers that you
'ading and unloading* or-.- i R
Tho GI name for the undorground qhawer facilities that were: built in to every'i-

firﬂbﬂse.

A LRRP 1@&;@:-»_- o 'a @;}_fE~

ay The sound a k1ng brocodilo mdke whﬂn 1t swallows a point toam whole,ilq'
bg A Long’' Range Reconnaigsatice: Patrol; - . _ T

o i GE food you save until you're roally hungry, or
,‘dj Loatian Rest and Relakation Program (For- the NVA)

-hef“Fuck You“ Li{ ard'

Really exists'
Iq really -1 frog,

;17.— 12 Point«-. Airborne‘All the Way .-
11 = 8 Points: Weldome to S$aigon, troop: g e
_;ﬂ7_f‘2 ‘Points:® Who you think beliaVab yo bull ahﬁit?

"1 & below: How was Canada? Sy . 2




o -July 1 1989

7 had, careted
-'V';line that Year',:ij S

ifi HmmmRmiﬁe

::Wlth short push klcks e topped the next rise'of the
déad end §ervice road parallelling ‘the lnterstate,'.
i fnhlch meandered slowly on to the next srzable ‘
o -Vir inlg locale of Roanoke S

g ' Ly fr |
-and- strajned -at the 1eash alnost 1n time for an

'":~;¥*early breekfast. 1J5_?f I

fg'Hls companion, eyeing the scenic clinch Hountainﬁ_ _
- -chain-had his #ind .on other thinqs. Of a nearly
- -fforgotten tountain fortress veported to be Strewn ™ -

“owith rusting Arty shells spent nineteen years agQ’ L

| :f-now reclaimed bp tho JUngle. 1’.

.'_He‘d been Wanting to write’ another story of that
place and time. . About a unit he’d ended his tour -

::';~with that he credited with shoring Up hisbelief in
p‘ihluseif'and with glying hin a focus that_saved hls_;

h:on the vane, after Rlpcord

thoughts began to track on wher 6 begin theéf
feh would evoke strong mewori Re

oughts, but the “significance of "

L auly ), in relation to Ripoord and the beginning: Off'

"that siege—like onslaught kept intrudlng

B ks he ended the run his face registered [ brlef"*
stiile, ‘He still had the nachine-gunner legs that.
1’ up many & feach~for~the—sky ridge--;

;Hé?q,lgvbzzs; B LR

| ".fnis first glihpse_of_Recon in action had been during'f:.

* " Ripootd’s April Fools Day assault. - fie had been in-.

'”*oountry approximately a month with only & few days™ -

"of -that in. the bush. His sight of tha troopers in’

1< their ganoutlaged. fatiques and boodie hats foundj.f
'1_f thetn. confid“_’

and willing to pltch in and help

j?vie anfriie ridqeiines usually aliowed hin. freedon_j' :

o Collins’ regular line oonpany, ‘Bravo 2/506 (lOlst" _
_ kb, Division) began patrels: around “the firebass. = -
~ after they were kicked off that. day by the WUA,™

- Often they " ran into" the  dininutive but ‘stealthy :
teans. ‘Sowetimes they were C.A.'d to an dred a teaw - .
" had jUSt chegked and pronounced as hot, and on ‘sone "
~occasions the 6~8 man teams, $mall in comparison to -

coppany strength patrols of anyrhere from 60-80 men,

Natchinq them, he marvelled at the poise and nOlsef’; s
discipline they displayed even vhen by line company =
' standards, the situatlon dldn’t appear to require;: o

" By conparison he felt slow, loud and vulnerable”3'”

“with the platoon to company=size patrols of B2/506, -

‘When contact came point-man-and slack- =gah,. alnost

-alyays were gone home. The unit them reeled from A
mmnwmmmmmﬂmmMMmev;,,_
Ay and most.of thew ‘hunkeved' donn in terror. until o

1 Lo the fire«fight could be' confitp ' o
; d anothet. "Ripeord" story, But Ri cord had"f3 B
_Ihad everything -and nothing to. do with that year. iii~.~

EOVGI‘ R

0ne of the’ few bleSSlhgs that.y

Looklng hard for good bush habits after April 1, he_, R
couldn’t help hut adnire ‘thelr competent, smooth,'s-i_l*
. near silent grace in the Jungle._" o :

ear arrived in thei s

'_ could be seen silently entering the bueh from:;'o'. S
Ripcord Gladiator and other firebases. - ;?j yf.-=

-forn “of a new. platoon leader, Lieutenant: Steve

j Wallace, . He cane’ to "thi¥d hérd® of B'2/506 about . -~ - = ..
-4 Jionth before hell broke loose. the second and’ final_-ﬁ--:- PR

tine on Ripoord during dJuly. -

"call 0) “son’ of a Bléﬁh But Don't Call He L T."':f--’ '

- Wallace, broke the third herd down into tiger (squad.
 sizg) teams and used them as Recon for the. rest of. :

S the conpany Do o

Ho s the first to follow through on the exror of"
~qalloping around the bonles in company formation.

- He “brought’ the point home personally for: ¢colling -

during a brdef two ndn rif that turned up the rest .
“of the company setting up &n NDP, soundlng 1ike an*-

~herd of elephants. o

- sooing the conpany 18 vulnerablo i an old dog ;_if:
~ vithout teeth, Collins pondered how the NVA would =

“take advantage -of jubt.such @ monent and his‘;j'__ - :

. thoughts frightened him. ?.filaff -



rhe: Bftort It took

o nonth o -
the other, teame:

t;them stir

L shefpene dead-reckoning ahd noi‘”

o g;-there 4as 1ittle. adjustinq to-do,

i Auqust October 1970:3:_ .o_.,fl

It s, shortly after Ripcord that he flrst con-".'

w -',lf:'sidered:a move,in the. dlrectldf of Recon. The. ideal -

,beinq heaven

fhfe_izl;i”lhe second and doet obvious care from battls related”
s 4,4 H.Giyen the- two, Brave, -Was

11, b, yany grun
Fough. the whys of the ‘
d ahd then jug;t "buqiﬁ-: ot

; scipline SKillg g
~ to, the' point that. when he vent to_Recon mich 1ater: s

- colll s normally avoided the roar. AR
SN, o oing on there that he disliked having to deal 0 Y
B L) . d - i for stand-down only to hate soheone opeh up with -
: - country, hat seemed iinfold one. -~ "~ a
,;Qllttle shop. of horrors after another being donforts
'”=able>andeable to rely'on those around jOU ¥as second E D SO ST R
g ' t- e had occurred followinq one of Bravo 5 lonqerffi_‘if» S
o Theit fatiques had Had to be .
© peeled from- thei“‘bodies. ‘They all had gottesi hiev =
* halrcuts at o of the' few times most looked like -
“they bélonged. in a rock group, The beek they drank
- with“abaridon. only- knocked Bway
- strung.. nerves fron some.. two,months of mear silent‘ -
P _glldlnq thr i “ L ;
So.nev-that the noemal . ~.. o ' I R P i TN A
' more .one of the;fej exoeptlons to. his avoidance of the;% Sy
. véarhegdn to ogtur by ‘late August. He' wag: ‘pull ST
th Conbat Leadership couree.f'.:-;,c

' " hauls in- the bush,

_ ,the eéhau Valley theif.';f
yRipcord began or énded, - -

T in"te go: throug]
L He Yeburned to ) ;
"*aqaih after Cell_ 1tis flaredﬂ"

-mmumwmmmmmmgmuwmme?5memmmw%mmwmmmmmmef'J

':';=q01ng to prove themselves to the cherrles

Fleld practlce and morale suffered major setbacks :
- "The Company. becane .riddled from the loss -of thosed
© who took: advantaqe of rear jobs and any rea531qnment;=
' elsewhere.‘; ‘ D o

Sonetine In August he had been"on Flrebase Rekkaean
- when his check of nearby positions late one night
found flve consecutive bunkers with guards asleep -
-or ‘zonked out.,
'd901sion he had already made 1n his heart.

The incident scared hin into a; :

There Yas too?

He Had an early searing memory of having cons’

a7 "16" into the hooth he and others vere trying to%*;cf':;ff7é

qet rest in.,;:

the dungle,

.mmmmmammwmwmmgmmmmmthﬁg-

T insire Collins stayed at Charlie Med until nedttime ~ .- -

oo fot Rk Kin early october, Bravols First Sergeant . i
- Reevés had qiven him light duty the few free days_ e

- f,he'd had.

,poin ey

s fit llneeg They sae themselves 85 elready C

_ _"Collins, o
- < how, " "Yes, 51r" he replied. "A lot lohqer than §'- =

e had gotten comfortable 1n a routlne of 1ate wakew"f?: AT
" ups and binges lasting well Into the. mortiitig howrs™ o
© . when he-dot.a summons, from Top. His first reagtion. .-
:fefwmtmt%pms®MgmtﬂlMdmuawmewﬁ?'
o REMGED he has, and Feeve s Hlervou
burd way A SN make him bet
Lt o-be, upset. by anythi to. L o

“point that they ever took.action to get the . =~

b

the edge:df adtenalin 2 L

na idh'tf_;i é?



L :athe'“old trooper é face, surprise,'

T Yoo 10p - Y-

R J"Alrlght, ‘dogs’ qoinq there after Y0

e Iyes, «61r, that'd be fine." Reeves held 0ut_
= his: hand and ¢ ,lins wasfoutwthe door elated.” Top
i ‘ X in-and'sonetime late"-._-

e Gettinq ready, the’had a:sense of frony.: ;
. been through,, hie: WaS- neryous. about “the. idea ofj;
oo starting over “ggatn. with & nev. UniE, A1l the

- qualfties he'd adnred now seemed: fornidable, wculda_;;

;.7mOst,“ Top went On'
__baok here,“:if

! Top s drrection didn't nake hin feel better. He’df
- "been-trying to think of a way to ask Top what he
~ thought of "his going to- Recon. He expected Top to..
enced pack'fﬁ

"___-be concerned at 1osrnq one- more exper

-:_Top s next words forced hrm to ‘ake 2 decisio -
- Muhat this is 411 about Collins, is I've Found you:
“ e a good; Job yith.Supply. . 5p. youlll knoy it's leqit
~and you don't.end up: in some. shit- burnrnq deta1L§ -

;;einstead, 'n. c’”ling_Supply v and_let yo

to ac_ ’Top,!i one t ‘s'Conpany and y

: ?3:you’d help me:gst. ass;qned_to Regon, .

- 7;concern and. brrefly even drsqust. ,2} SRS

e stand. Top don't th{nk“f’mscrazy or gung- ho o
4000 5 the only peace Itve seen- tere has been oyt there In . -
* thé! powitaing o, ju: thergts sonething, about: feaving.. -

¢ heli .

you?d!

U they Aoeept hiu?. How. nuch. would he be t"ted°
" kel he gould. per:or but, would he :

-"'-'».A.Y-oue’re éa;'_rnéd;.rpﬁ,rée;}?f; ?'”j°b‘, L

*nd It vis tneif

S0 he” considered that " good’ ‘Tuck, moving from
T Company d a 11ke~named team.‘ ;,,_;g.‘

~howllean't say how much just dettlnq unnound the, lastt'__
" ponth-or so has meant,  I.was hoping 1nstead that‘-

: of Recdn was QOrnq

| There Was the &

_(an‘HP reeently“

In point of fact, his arrival waé heartwarninq.h e
Be'd forgottéh how many folks fr0d’ Bravo were' - -

alréady, thére ' "," Shamion, Cote,” Shag; Do’

-

~ moole . . . It was moré like'a reunion;, too dt had i
_been @ former T, - (Bob" ‘Seitz) AN Br
. convinced him to domf‘ f”df., o

toio who'd l

knoi the various tean' leaders and membérs found then

_sayind:l*; : nﬂell you were on Ripéord too'“‘,.‘_ff, gf*"

He'd come to Recon because he' thouqht they wered;.-;j;
better, ~ His first action with them didn't change

hoy, he felt, He'd been assigned to Bravo tean and -

e

' '-The team had been out loafinq sonewhere on Evans-one
~day and as they came back through; the hooch door -
 they vere met'by ‘a blur of¢ moverent. “Coning dut in:
_short: explosive burst$’ of explanation they quickly -

learned ‘that a ‘teah vas: panned dcwn EPAR the restn{d:
after them :€f % .‘1,

Therd - was ‘o' discussion._ Everyone noved e

, -'quickly and. there was a tide of camouflage soon
. ;”runntng to Currahee pad, - There was no slow-d

there.’ Only £ihd foF quick ‘thimbis-up-and throwin
.thenseIVes backward 1nto the Hueys.

':liar gut~tiqhtening seise, 0
exhilaration 4s
‘expested @ hot Ly

Jf70nce there, ‘the pinned tean had: soon extricated :
1{tself and the rest of the group fought a serise of

anti~¢climax, Nerves got adrenalln-strung again when -

“the’ qroup ‘moved: through an old:NDP and:ia ‘gergeant. ; R
t ned-necon) tripped a-‘booby trap: _ “_i_

Iost a fo

' The Serqeant was nedevaced and the rest of the group
ﬂ'began to-Recon an area on the way to a P.i. The

P.3, qot'qoestionable when hooby- traps were spotted -
ity But the group qot out okay. ?"' X

o The quick, efficient 10 queetrons reeponSe that had

gotten his: first nission on the way removed any.
dolibt’ he niqht have had about'operatinq in 4 $nall: o
unit, " He knei’ that if it were his team, they'd bes __-_ .

just ae quick,

at smoothed the vays Gettinq tol

= 6 1anded. Hot 'knowing the exgct ™ SO
‘ V_circunstances everyo ¢ i



a8 result Recon worked fore in thé first feww
oo fringes-of the mountains that eventually led to Laos®
t"and Dravo ted'm 1n particular around Flrobase P
Rakkasan ' : SRR PR

usty fiyde vas ayblond headed Indian, bla' k= R B ey A S
bo’%et trained medic& from_ the wxlds of Whatc llins and hls men Were faced with more often-:' o
ho. could thy i Davey . . vere the’ elenénts, Staying dry was ¥ luxury when-,j.:

'”t,o do_hghat_ ___ha Had a-lways wanted to, take;‘z*’-_ o

_-‘industriai Hidwest.‘“ ‘ his ver ol L an"‘ brihg them all back: DT
allve, 5

"~ he fron- Californla

f 4"A‘ﬁ'oﬁh*é;r“;diffféi'én'oo:_;h_eﬁ'-fe_njoyéa}i.nfiéecon wés..th‘at sizei
- ‘prevented fornal ‘setting:up ‘of NDP.  The'tean :hijd-.‘

developed - good” habits and he: ‘epjoyed . -
The'chahge ‘of ' k0. had found:'

++ deaderetkor ¢ aehia sinoe the'shaller = - v
., mountains often: Kad-no- high points(dé had-the : 0 oo
" Ripcord- &, o) oonsistently identifiable a8 major
landmarks. L _ R

R It “meant point or slaok had to’ qét some! direotion?{?‘?- |
- 'frop-Compass.” That hadn't been hard to get around. = - o
**.‘to after Ms first lession ‘g8’ teom_leode f und them_-{"-‘ AR N

T nalstresses and strains gotng on wit]
: 1ts missions were drastloally different from those

}nouniams near.__. he't 1ip.- s'the Ashau followihq"
- Ripcord and the onset of monsoon prevented any

"1'.-d15cussihq in. that vein. T : -,stronqer trainlnq background regularly challengedi:




o ¥ilies £enges. toia:head and v the

_{to eye‘ﬁually fin‘_a way,, into the Firebase,

s _eFolloulnq cannon-tire had had to be drscarded once’ .
it befane ohvioue,that ueather had- ap effect of .

- th

PRI Ly -and: - ovet & gare of ' -
. beer: i Hrlwauhee cduldn't havo ade Collins: nOre:l)-;-

. ’i;fﬁiproud of “the teanm than he wae at that polnt

. Siona ]

it

g -better than ‘the -30-40. day stretch 1n the boonies
;afforded line conpanies. D o

: the cautrous colt;ns and_the prselon brought thelr :
_?g'But Colltns had been in thie A.0. nonths earfler wlth
. Brayo Coupany and only thet kept hin oriented enouqh_["

g units food

- usual. and, Sundance,

" same, inc”‘na"on, Instead,gthey acted lrhe profes-;g

~area but a hot spot ¥ short distance away was the'. e
- underqround bax of the medics on the base proper. B

H: il i'-“;

_ TThere more often t n; not, he could.cavort ith his; R
‘tean, Shag, Cota, Flash, ‘Sundance, Do, WL11, -and -

.. others, as the empty cans vere stacked ceiling hiqha

' 1n front of each trooper. S "

?'Recon nade daring nldnlght to daun ra1d1;0n~the;__

2/506 Hess Hall that burned their nang, into. legend. " - -
but left: the Mess Serqeant tore steamed than the‘j:

:'..}*Wrthin the individual teans‘it alnost never cane U ;‘, S
but race Wis &' constant issus in the vear., Thers - - -
¥ dramatic noment -In the Hess Hall ohe.day;{;‘;LJve_u,;

Jumpers pushed the. 1ssue harder’
eader of another team. had .
said "Recon-stand up.and be counted." The. situation’

e 'i'turned Anto a standoff and kept the nood n the rear_‘; 5:_.5;
o tcns' and hostile - L e e

" teip which at tines cane close o perimeter wlre. S
7 Not. -drunk enough to be Incautious, be heard @ Jov.
.- Yying, scuffing; crawling sound...
© 7 turned up!a;polluted Doc,Hill, f'llow, :

9f arother; team,,

17?n111 vas taking the scenic rOute o his hands an n_f} Ly
7 knees back to the hooch He only: needed to know if=f

"i:Recon § Czech liputenant made for much discussion.-'iﬁuf- S
‘hlthough he ‘eventially dleappeared fron the unit, .. : :
thsmywsammmmswmeﬁm

irth end_ooncern- i

CLU It didn‘t take nuch for the troepérs‘to fi ro'out P

~ - the_ value' of .4, Crech defactor who had. ended up dn. oo
-an Arny outfit, apd., they.epded up .valuing him Tess . = <.
~ than the Intelllgence typee who, nust have: found B

: ‘4-.' fle °”1Y went °Ut WithuCharlie tean and theY cane:':
gk ays out at;a 1me tlth one:. - kack with stories of his 'standing on am L., . .

o i*da /n;ght in the tear, . Though ot auch, 18 was, -(

shootlnq his .45 at 2 nachine qun 300 yards away._

.wasn't welcone to qo out with then.‘ “Hhy he picked;?i“

on Charlie no. one fnei because they hated him woxse
than anyone. Charlie had even., bequn to. set out

e eventually, -




(uhich £ Yous on-into Hue) whers IQ?Hay he' and thlrd e

" Herd:h oitrid.an’ iVA-Tesy e

g “and” e viver _Danny Stan

3 iq orwwrestled 2 huqe 1izard that plopp
fej frantic.

. _ The P z wasn't tar' away.{ Whén the birds’ cime the'
””5f *-:{ hin and he attempted to have just one of tha two
'. 7 blrds do the pickup. The ‘pllots wantinq the quicker -
. Mft. of two ascents thar- oné%slower one wisely: R >
. overrOde him.\- ‘ f:\',; ";:: .4', : 3." 3 g sapd ‘. . tﬁ ..

T ' ,‘ :Ith vas st111 a slowfride out and 601lins was over- '
-% _§Iron1ca11y, 1t yas a misslon along the SOng BO-'f .

g machiﬂe guhner

ﬁ"_ Flash and Shag |

"_,57A few daYS\befbre 1eav1nq: he hadf“"”’“”--:
. o

- colting. thohqht fake, Czeoh ‘acceht too imme ia éfj-
*ij’offense LR

‘next day, the mountains looning above still bothered

come with relief agg sadness oncé the blrds lifted
'and headed toward Evans, | T AN

9- n-he had 17 days eft.,He still felt d__uty'_-
tougor out put after ‘battling with Recon’s fivst .
1most ' h'";it Has: 1ndloated SRR

_ et g
Top stopped that: One,tod.. e
would have engéyed i final spree “with Sundance,'-'ai‘_”" -

ténant’ over ‘th ﬁtupldity )
oot -The. lieutehant” in hi deep

7‘*,_1[fHe left Evans 8 few days 1ater watching the. intense:.-

R  probably £ gmtru
R days to Urite this plegd. “Diiring the past several

- transh

oawonth

't‘activity fig. would. Tearnt on

ok the iast sevéral S

i years when July rolled.around, I‘ve always beana™ -

.uwise _e*than o

'i{$7”Tpeiteam i3 itself;well‘that evening. 0n both-~

‘the ‘Heard

.'Vithat could hide RPD orf 7 recoilleés. R e

- The-Person looking back at hlm vas an

~,==massive hifle rost'up on™*

little different. I tend to go off on tangents I-

- “norally vouldn’t .and T'm just plain not wyeelf.
" Itfs-ag Af each’ day f
- mentally tiCk Off e\ren 5 that, ‘happ

guly 1 though 23, 1°

in 1970

Sometames wher I think of that year, 1 do 8 very' : .
* . hunan: thinq by attachlng t6' 1t 1ittle Mhat- fors?" o
| I'm not s0-stre that's appropriate. MR o




T He've had tlme o ponder the rlqhts and wronqs of
;the var., I don’t see-the NVA as having been in the -
e right with the blood. on their hands.. fot. only from: .
B _‘vletnam hut cambodla and Laos as: well ‘ o

- the wEong as
“eyents and i

, Ghip ollin :
soriginal edito
fglReporta "




5 ﬁe Fourth ot’JuI O er.Ston
zmother box office Hotianza” ﬁnq may win -
s shiowin agal ‘hatg likgthe-' vag.of e

if yolt phy fo-
hie: “;%eoplé i

aS a director. par
he:siibtle sightsian
hmae_‘ Who were: tl’l&re And

inds’ that-mﬂamé the memﬁt‘y o
it the- mwgsmtién of tl;o‘Se _jIQ

' 18" charact . W sdldiers byt L
“eaying, “They “comé from- theyel stidl of the Iine. They'ra thgf"»_i T
.bottom- of the barrel atel _they know it.” He' then repssuies
. R _‘L;Grandma, who 1o, -
1 doubt s sittihg on. -
[ the ‘vetanda “back '
T b dnthe ‘Hamptons, -
21 that . theyre the:
|- best’ he's seen -
i Come- on=—if - thig - o
- WA true, why dld“':-l-,-_'.. -

he-guilt |
ir iunde_stz..f.._ '

oUst woumled Iy Vletn:im, have a‘” ' ‘ ,
pnraptegu,“; . Theke’may be., an even deeper hatred here Thi: ‘“Platoon" e
- Amerdcang kil[ed ¢qch dther and Innocent civilians, Tn “Boin-obi- "~ 7

' W this: thetne itensifies, (At the  Sania time Kovie -
- émerges holding Timself Iameléds for the actiorty hohag taken,- .~
9. bm luse he has puirged. himself of these sing by. deniouncihg bls' ... -
‘  God, his.country: a:‘xc! the Marme Corps.for Having

e to be-tel ing ug that the killing-and malmjog -~
uding fellow Matihes=—wag acceptable\during o
Shig ;, aick-bocaie: repraliensible only: whon-he himself
' wrm disabled,: Tn the: film, Kovic vemalns: the: qdtitesential -
o Madnie, it after Dis release from the VA hospital, whenihie . -
I Ainds himdelEalone, No-ong:is avound to veaffivin his saoriffee, to. -
dricta Ay % - show hinylove or compassion, He searches for aeceptance and - -
Ikcpt a’eynical sign. over © finds it-amiong those who want to use him for thelr own'énds, -
i ide: Me- What T Am "k oday P Ovér the past 22 years, T have journeyed through. many - - -
atdderie: and acceptance-of respousibility-. - hosiital wards in-the- process of uridergolng 47 opetations (aind -
avon today ¢ among thase who have known - eon tiiigh) a5 o result of iy Vietnain wounds,. | Have met
{ v avaded: botli Storie” 1,umdre of vetorans whose lives were, changed with a terdible. -
. Most commenditions . findlity by thete sekvice I pur nation's wars, When Lthink'about . .
&l weteto men who caime-to the ald of = all the-dlgnified, courageous people I have met I those hospital . -
fetndin shniple; decisions, sich as: which gtays, sontétitmes [ foel so.protid of themn ‘that I-honestly could ™ . -
~follow or who had the: “watch” had ¢ eiy, Arid aftet secing the digservice thqt this Iaudecl Hollywood_} '
We walked Ipo. when it was.ou u‘; them,lwnnted to. R ‘

1o ,

Th fwmi‘ev‘, dithor of ‘TorSe{f and ZCouﬂtry, g
o ghorinded while serving as a rifleman with the 26th.;.. i
- :Mrrrme}?egament in Vtetmm. PSR ;v
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p n o D U c TI o N S « _Vietnam Veteran Deslgn Shirts ;
b4 -
- . _ =
=) ' ) S
" : * Black Shirt - -** White Shirt E it
; ORDER NO. DESCRIPTION ’ ) §IZES PRICE <
. TS COMBAT VET. — CIB"* ' M, L, XL, XXL 12.00 i
. TS-1G AVAILABLE IN GOLF SHIRT** : _ C M, L, XL 17.50 - 5 :
= TS-2 VET.** ' . M, L, XL, XXL 12,00 .
= Ts3 CALIFORNIA VET.** M, L, XL, XXL 12,00 - g
o 154 CALIFORNIA VIET VET. MEMORIAL* M, L, XL, XXL 10.00 Q.
kS TS-5 TEXAS VET.** M, L, XL, XXL 12,00 =
TS-6 ~ COMBAT MEDIC-US ARMY* M, L, XL, XXL 12.00 g 2
-1 TS-7 COMBAT CORPSMAN—US NAVY* M, L, XL, XXL 12,00 L
. TS-8 COMBAT VET — CREW MEMBER WINGS** M, L, XL, XXL 12.00 . :
I TS-8G . AVANABLE IN GOLF SHIRT** : ML XL 17.50 -
3 TS5:9 POW/MIA — .. .over 15 yearsi!** S, M, L, XL, XXL 10.00 E :
= Y
=S HS-1 1st CAVALRY DIV. (YELLOW) M, L, XL, XXL 15.00 :, .
® HS-1 15t CAVALRY DIV.* M, L, XL, XXL 15.00 -
. HS-1A 1st INF. DIV.* M, L, XL, XXL 15.00 '
u HS-iM 15t MARINE Div.* M, L, XL, XXL 15.00 5
x HS-aM 3rd MARINE DIV.* M, L, XL, XXL 15.00 .
z HS-4 4th INF. DV.* "M, L, XL, XXL 15.00 3
. HS-8 gth INF. DIV.* M, L, XL, XXL 15.00 2
w HS-18 18th ENG. BGDE.* M, L, XL, XXL 15.00 0%
[ HS-23 23rd INF. DIV.* M, L, XL, XXL 15.00 ﬁ.;.
g HS-25 - 25th INF. DIV.* M, L, XL, XXL 15.00 .
o H5-82 82nd ABN. DIV.* S, M, L, XL, XXL 15.00 o
@0 HS-101 101st ABN. DIV. {Vietnam)* S, M, L, XL, XXL 15.00 c
;_ HS-102 10tst ABN. DIV, (WwIl/Vietnam)* S, M, L, XL, XXL 15.00 D
rr HS-173 173rd BGDE.* S, M, L, XL, XXL 15.00 E
: g HS-001 SPECIAL FORCES* M, L, XL, XXL 15.00 &5
> . °.
> §5-173 “MY MAN IS A HERD MAN"** . S, M, L, XL 10.00 o
< - sss173 “MY DAD IS A HERD MAN"** 6-8, 1012, 14-16 8.00 2
w : ****XXL ADD $2.00**** ‘ o
L e e e e ———— @ -
! ' ~ ' z
g NAME . PHONE ( ) .
z g
¢ ADDRESS _ CITY -
S STATE zIP o
g _ .
. HOW PRICE TOTAL o=
% ORDER NO. MANY __ EACH : AMOUNT e .
< £
et - R
a ADD $2.50 PER SHIRT FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING: Q.
§ CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ADD 6.5% SALES TAX: ; .
2 . 5
a GRAND TOTAL: . .
o .
ﬁ PLEASE ALLOW 2 TO 4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY %’
© Send chack or money order to: a7
2 " a PROUD PRODUCTIONS : y -
o 550 PISTOL CREEK CT. * SAN DIMAS, CALIFORNIA 81773 ¢ (714) 599-1970 o
a »
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.A long, overdue ﬁreetings and
:f”3"GUrrahee from M'Firebase: Whip-
v panys - O behglf of Chvck “and’ my=-
i selfly weapologize for' the ‘delay .
S & o Ltﬁn Ahis 4 :

ctic year-for usy Hopefully,
hings will settle down a bit, and
'j’be able-: to

oL .ergy and curiosity. He: kee
“me more alert -and. "combatmready
i the NVA ‘ever did.  Sometimes;
Cafter-a "tour' with him, he really .
* makes we; feel-my-age;: but when the
- dist settles and. T hold him close,
~and: we look into each other's eyes,

. dends all age. barriers love the

~hell out of my little

-bnrnh Lynn & James - EdWard_jf
MLhulko, Lebruary, 1990

cuisess It's been a 51; R

..déVOte ]ﬂoré tlme _,. RIS

Ps*it”f; SR

" there is something there that trans~”_]jf-”




. ,Thls has. beon a very spe01al year for e in more ways than one. The birth of my
. gon was beyond my wildest dreams, but what.also makes.my life special are the ™ :
,students that. I lecture at Pargippany Hills ngh “School., TWenty years agoy T« 7
'd surV1ve, let alone ‘tell about my. éxperiences in Vietnam. Life
,rMy mothtr always_wanted mo to be. a history - teacher, now-20
hav: : .. but what T do have iswhat the "
hest presen- ition of a plece of history that
“at’ Rlﬁoord, What ;ollows are some of the e
ntsw‘;f*u;v._ L A

E € gh recognltion f0r what they d1d They fogght
ivé 4 lot. T think there should have been & parade

nes nsLoad they . got resentment, They have - seen so
'mares‘ I feel 80 bad for them.,]j;‘_-. _ _

_,tle I used t go to the VTW with my dad in Nutley, and I really ’

¢ bL“& T an oldet and @ bit. wiger;  Trunderstand. The - - - .

he: are t a5t men. Some of them wete very special to-
k-t y 'hould bo $peoia] Lo eVeryone for'what they dld for us. R

p fyae -slator, because my dad Went but that s Tiot enough'
gén when: thay: got - back, Thete are so -many speolals on T,V. about.
‘y%dad would just it and ery, and I, mever understood the pain = - -
; *'ducat d-about the subject, I can cry With him. ' N

Kristen White

2 .’ m; _ Ive and experlenced the killlng and. emotlonal
itdes of 4 WAt A tia _whom ‘bafore hearing-his stotry, I wouldn't have had S A
: nd:of Spectal respect EOr, despite . the faot that he was a, Vietnam veteran.ﬁ '

fo ilHowever, upén the knowledge of his tales, my opinlons aﬁd emotions began to .

7 ' change.- They had evolved into an intense interest in his experiences: and somes
what of a regret that 1 had been ignorant to‘the trauma: “and ‘emotional hell that
50 O 000 men had to experience in the mountains and Jungles of a War torn

NowﬂI feel a greater appreciat on for the vateran I oither marchiﬂg in R
form in a parade or proullly "wearing the insignia Former-undt, T would.::

: to thank Mr. Jobn Mihalko 1 for fighting fér our country @s. we! .as.ﬁornn_
edicating me and other student way' andyyou‘_own feelmngs that re~=,"1’

"léct those of other veterans?all oveﬁ the country.

Martina Zweifel

1 troops, I gueSS that's about it for this issue. 1" d love to share more of
the letters with you, but I'm just about of space, ‘If any of you ever get the -
hance to speak to students, go for it. It's something -that you'1l never . regret.
etter yety seek out “your local high schools, and ask them if. they're: 1nterested
ina piece of-history that you can provide. The time I've spent with students
_wh : itefested in Vietnam have re-inforced everything -I, believe in and have

: ot t wholekyoar in the Jungles around Ripcord worthwhile. Till next time. e

'.: John Mlhalko
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