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“ I;*i o ;z = NEWSLETTER INTENTIONS e |

‘V,The intention of ‘this Newsletter ie to bring thoee of us togetherf-‘

that are interested in FSB Ripcord, -RVN. The events, the people, = =

the humor, the mémories of “that time are being written about by
those who served there, or who sent loved ones. - We want this to

- baa heelthy experience for the Veteran, hls or her family or
'~Lfriende¢ We encourage you to write, call and. talk, or send other

E ;apprepriate material regarding the Newsletter or about Ripcord in- . - ..
,q,general. We wieh to improve as . we grow end your input ie needed.'p;f= -

_*However,_there may -be thoee Veterane (or othere) who are still AT
tyoubled by thelr experiencee._ We regret this situation, but can,}js~

i SR &ot share: reeponeibility for reactions regarding the Newsletter . . =
LRI “écdntente. Ideally, this Newsletter will help all of us to better G
= S cope with a difficult paet and move us: toward a rewarding future. SRR
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LZ OAVTON .

The . 20th anniversary of Ripoord and ther: doesn't seem to be much
_going ‘on. except work, work, work, I kéep promising dear wife
Glenda that we're going to take a vacatlion goon {its been overa
year) . Oh’ well;- I know T'm not alone. = Jolm Mihalko is putting'in

- long: houre on’ the Job and, as ‘some of vou kriow, as ‘baen inveolved
. with making presentatione to local (Whippany, NJ) area high echool
clasnee. EE o

- I did have lunch with Bob Qeit? (Recon 2-506) on 23 July,zand got
a-call from Frank Marshall ((A/2~506) the evening prior: " Franlk is

- staying real busy ‘in Philadelphia working at the roofer’'s trade.

.~ With the recent: events ‘In the Mideast, you can bet that ‘Golonel
- Seltz is busy —~ the PenLdgon guye are working 12 hour shifte v
tduring the crisie. T e o S SRR

T epoke With Bob Smoker (012 506) of Red Lion, PA.. Bob aeked'*
about any reunlon plans, and sald he'd be real interested to. get
together with guys who had been at Ripcord. I recently spoke with
Jack Wilhite who lives 'in Springfield, MO, Jack ‘had been in 2d"
Platoon, C/L2-B06 when I. took -it over from West Point® classmate
Charlie Lieb in March 1970. He reminded me ofrseveral guys we’
knew; Tom "TC" Manbeck, -88G Jerry Moyer, ahd:.others: ' I° mentioned
that.s Tom “Doc” Shepard was" on the mailing Qist and livee in e
Eli?abeth, NJ e by s e .

**********#ﬂ**%m********************#****:***w
. From the 3d Brigade, 101et Airborne Division, Triple Threat
Sl Gazette, 30 September 1970’ R o &
Paglt
Monsoon Newe

'With the approaoh of the monsoon seaeon and ‘the lightning whioh

: acoompanies it, all unlit commanders must ensure. that fougasse,
.”huech flares, Z~8 laupchers .and olaymore mines located on base

. ¢camps. and fire base perimeters are shunted at all times except
‘during firing. This will preclude accidental firing of theee _
_munitions by an electrioal eharge produced by lightning. oo

"Army Ghenqes studied

A fivo«dav training/work week for reoruits in basic end AIT ie

- being studied by the All~ Volunteer Army. Task Group,  Some other.

proposals heing considered by ‘the.group include: elimination of

- ravellle; abolition.of 1iberty passes for EM; ‘eliminatioh of

- reception centers; ending "make work tasks"; and ending all hazinq
‘and harassment. in individual training. ' Some ideae are being :
: considered for early 1mplementntion. (Army Digeet Maga?ine)

#_ courteey of Gary Jestee.




INCOMING

‘Dear Chuck, :

.aﬁncloséd-ié sﬁhe ihfbrmatibh that R
might be of interest to- ‘the Ripcord - .
Report. I found this copy .of .the -

"Trlple Threat. Gazette while
¢leaning out some boxes in the
basement ,

Also is a: copy of the Carroll

. County Vietnam. Memoria] program,
‘We dedlcated ‘our: county memorial on

May 28, 1990. . My. county -had-

seVenteen KIAs. one MIA, and one

. POW.. We.had. thelr faces engraved.
“on the monument. Godl "How‘young;
they all looked! L rw.;x : el

Of special nota, Lwo of the KIAf
werg: from the 101si Alrborne ..

g Division4g@sﬁTuFranklin;UnderWoodp.1Q
~who was . killed In 1969 while trying:
to save .the. llves of:hisg-meni.and : . ./
Russell Millberry, a-mediec, who was .

killed in the Tel Offensive of '6g.

.,.The POW black flag is f]own dny and‘_

night by the mvmorial

I would enjoy'ahowing the_memoria1~

‘to you one weekend
1Tak9 cdre,

GﬂPYﬁJEStegéhiﬁ',ﬁ:;}g
HampStead, MD A A

_Editors Note

Dear $ir,

g Serv 1t took -me-so-long to write

back. . Thank .you for the Christmas

~card, I think of yoy guys often.
~and h0p9 to see you,all again
-someday.. - By the.way,. 1 reviewed _
the newslotter. and. saw. that. .you are.

the. temporary editor. keep_up the

. great job

Tell me how Pinky ds doing? Is he .

cost1dddn polities° ~Another thing I

- ‘have, wondered -about: What is wtth,;
<-this  Agent, Orange shit? -When my

daughter was born. (she's now 11
years old) she -developed . blisters

_..all over her body. . The doctor said
. ~it ‘was Stevens-Johnsons Disease;

Well, I-looked it -up - Ain: a medical

i o booky afnd d%.said that- it was ‘.

L Gomiion among Mexican fiqld werkers, -

-+ .80, as you know, :1.was alli over . -
~-Nletnam -+~ me and Pinky since we -
-rserved with the 1st and the 101st. -

- Please write soon,- and :say "hi" to'

ovvrybody, nnd God blosq you and

your

'Bye fnr now, your loyal txoop@r

‘ Alfria S Booty - ; s
California -

O I L DI

- On the. facing page are two copiea of Viet Cong/North Vietnamese'
"Chiew Hoi™"’ ‘leaflets =~ Gommunist’ propaganda which they used
against us.” I sent theee hohe to’ my Aunt Mary Hackman of

_Baltimora, in March or April 1970

L 0 ’

IOn the page following is a copy of a 1125, 000 map of’ the Ripcordfﬂ
AO which was orlginally sent to me by John Palm of Lutz, FL,
John's ' son Terry was with D/2~501 and died én Hi11 806 in’ July
1970, .




o ;fr Men in 1he U
U side will be given Lmd Irculmcnt and'h
cond]lions pcrmit :
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SITREP: RECON, 2-506TH @ . '

" by: Bob Seitz

_ _ Soveral Rocon 2 oOGth trOUps and their. familiee met in
_--Washington, DC. 19-27 Jutie 1990 for family vacatlons and a: platoon
'-mini reunion._ The group had a 81m111r reunion in 1980.

: Former Platoon Sorgoant Lenny "Ranger" Long Organiyed the
event,  He and his family (Cindy, Noah (14) and Amanda (13))
Llinkedmup with Ron "Doc™" Will's famlly (Blenda, Jennifer- (14) and
Amy: (10)) " at Ron's. patrol base in the Shennandoah Vallevy,
Virginia.. A further link-up was made with Mils, carol and
‘Ellzaboth'(s) Bodnar ‘and then the three families conducted a
tactical roadmarch to. Washtnqton, DC whe rw.they_were met on the_LZ.

bY Bob (LT) Seitz.:g *em,,ﬁ - -,:f _' e 1“?r'“

The group visited the 101st Airborne Divislon Monument at tho
entrance to Arlington National Cemetary, and then touwred the: - & .
grounds. That evening at their hotel another link-up was . A

L accomplished, thts,one adding Dick, Debbie, Pan (10) and Trevor
'5(7) Gable. e ' o)

_ _ Dgrinq the next two days, tho famllies VJQited all’ the

;monum nts and muoeums,'and returned sach evening to relax in thedr
*poolmside rooma. The kids loved the pool and the wWeather was
great : . Ly e : e L

o On tho Jlast evening,- all qathered for an excallent dinner at
the hotel and were joined by Chuckw(A/z 506) and Glenda Hawkins. '

S Eor all these Currah@e soldlero, it was a most enjoyable
. Edmen All look forward to future: and nore froquont gatherings.

?’N X ;‘« 1
e,
1*¥ﬁ%£,§hm




B CA-R__RQLL Coumv__'_ -
VIETNAM VETERANS
| M@EMORI-AL |

DEDICATION
- May’ 38, 1990
2:00 PM.

W

HISTORY OF THE, MEMORIAL

© The Carroll‘ Couhly’ Vietnam - Velerans :Memerlal ‘wiis cons
* ceived as a result of:Involvement of local Vietnam Veteraps In: ;

fundralsing for the Maryland Vielnam Veterans Memorial in
‘the $pring of 1987,  © v

At ‘2 luncheon, held In April ‘1988, for the families of

KIAIMIA's, from Carroll County, It was formally announced
- that"d*Vietnam- Veterans Memorlal wou!d be constructed in-

o Carroﬁ County, -

Followmg the dedicatlon of the Maryland State  Vietnam

Veterans Memaorlal,-on May 28, 1989, the Carroll County Viet-

nam Yeterans Memorial Committee was reformied, and: began

lhe planning for lhe Iocal Memorlal .
L : : VL

Followlng the selection ‘of the deslign, and the dofnation of the
site by the County Commissioners, construction . of the
Memorml physlcally bogan in March of 1990, .

The Memorial conslsts of lhroe Branite ‘pancls. A grey p:mcl on
the left, depicting-a combat scene. A grey panel on.the right,
depicting @ humanitarian scene. ‘And a center- black panel,

honoring the seventeen: KIA's, one MIA, and one pnor POW.' "

- The Memorlal-was- made a reallty, due to the gunorosity of the .

'A'_'buslnesses and ¢itizens-of Carrall County, and;thru the efforts
- o the thnam Veterans of Carroll County .

- To the meni@and woihen who scrved In Vietnam, The Citlzens =
- of Carroll County are Proud of YOU, uireianss .Weicom& Home, .

Courtesy:

Galr_.y Jestes -

ANVOCATION . 5 b i

LR

FLAG RAISING
i NAT,ONAL ANTHEM R KA )

. WELCOME

it

- -+ Richard F. Wil Sr.

H.}MUSICA[ suecnorv‘ ¥ L o A Dldtance’

I'NTRODUCTION OF HONORED GUESTS

o Bryan Hall, Esquire,

: ‘._'_,smkm i
' C Fresldem M-‘lrvland Vlemam Vatorads of Ametica
SPEAKER ..., R T . Steve:Mason,

Poet Laurate Vietnam Veterans of América

SPfcfg\KER-.:...-..._...;‘-._...w...-....‘:

. Julla Gouge,
e Carmll County Commissione

SPEAKER ............ e -, . Admiral Elmo R, Zumwalt, Jr.
weet o, T .Unjl}ad-St:_ltes:Navy, Retlred

SSPEAKER i L Jeff- Giffith,

) Carroll County Commissioner

Ny {-’mscntal!on of the Viotnam Veterans Memon‘af
{o theViglnam Veterans and the .
CluzensofCarroH County ., v e .}.. Rlchard F. WIII Sr.

SPEAKER

G iy John Llttlg,! Dlrcctor of Parks and Recren(lon,
accepts the;Memorlal for-the. Victnam. Velerans.

_ L and the: Citlzens of Carroll County

B _BENEDICTION _Rcv Dr. Roberl E, Zimmerll

-nnron.nn-n"

L CLOSING REMARKS + 2 1o e Richard F; wm s,

. Ms; Karen G‘t::ldbeqJ




: _"Currahee, once again from FlrebaSe Wh1p~f
- pany. The calendar tells‘me that. sumfer: is-
,;sllppln& away-and- 1'm still trying to fig-
Lure otk what happened to.S ¥y
',-a -busy. and h - for

'f‘all many thanks G
1r1 ll@ Frank Marshall

- It has rea"ly beeu“a hot humld and _
"T'surprisingly wet_SUmmer here in Whip~ .

oMt

Tlmomeally L : o
ad iy return to. the Tocal High Schooln;i~w‘ o
- ‘Those studerits make av&rythlng Tve o

Cdone in Viet, Nen worthwhile. I guess.
- that they are th Teasons why we did

“whaL we didﬁzo years ago at Rlpoord

.1@15 Cleng of a-&“ L
eling. passedft-rthemm,=a-,-
] ;and 1iko

QQto'ruﬁ”semé Mhldat M.V**'; p _ RS
- Ti1L. fiext tmme, take care. ahd enjoy, ”;.‘-v

 John & James Mibdlko - May, 1990




RIPCORD. A CHARLIE OSCAR'S VIEW
By. Charfes F, Hawkins .‘.-‘
R “Commander ; A/2-506 i
Cm ”-; 30 May - 17 Novamber, 1970

A prayer, dear Chaplin,' -
s Is et we need.

To 9o out.and tlght,

And die and bleed.

* hiid, when the war
b5 won = or, Tost;
Mhot phayer- fhen;,

|8 héavenward fossed

__;_*,By WO poor soulE .
aln oyt man-mada Fekl?

¥hilnk wald bast .

Say fhaf pPayer well.-

'*rNJRomU‘TﬁoN:;j_fgij

_ l grow up tn Aiaska where I |earnea‘ to use - a
© . gun, read a map-and roam the torests Fn search
Y ame. I kngw how to - fish, " set .spares . and
: a! “trapss - Reading’ elqn and tollowing tralls
ware sacond nature to me,. | should have beon “a.

prs

.7"-

iln Gektary. . and .a: succession - of
t " seemed. ¥6 go+ progressfvaly ‘older and
-ugller a+ evory sfop. so dld Thc sfowardosses.

S Cam Rahn Bay, Phu Bal, Camp Evans and Tho

¢ Inevitable SERTS tralning, the 2-506th,. Curahese

"Pad.-".and  {(finally) ‘Inte the bush as a platoen

" leador, with Charlle Company. It was early March

yg?d The monsoons wol'g Jusf sfarfing to le+ up a
teo . . i ,

i bUSTGd Junglo wlfh Charlle Compony a
‘ platoon: teddar. for three months, J busfod My
o cherry In the. ffrsf 48 hours, That was the . way
b Was . In:our ‘battal lon, you dldn'+ sfay chorry
] ~ho NVA Bow to- that, - :

: Poh Commnndor, :
Flautenant « and “a - pfatoon
o days: bcforo I oxpocfedo

‘ 5 o ginned on my: collar .and. 4,
xs “sont !o command Arpha Company, R

L Tnco ovowyone won+ by - nlcknomootin Nam, Alpha
{ConmpeRy: -chose .ong:- for mg - Char:|le Oscar for
Commandinq Officor. IT anCK:_ff . . ;

'PROLOGUE

IT dldn'+ have a hame unTil we gévo i1t one.
‘Later, - when the name Ripcord encompassad more
- than +ho flre base Ifself, wo slimply. called I+

: .figure-olghf shapo. As a'hitl ft wasn'f bad.

.. tadtical advantage, We irled. .. fo control

"“]'pornf dman buf +hoy mode me:a company commander o

inded up In"Nam- by way of West Polnf, a quicki e
calreraft

shplliar :::'Shan
Lucas”f"

--n_gO'Rollly, ine or:ten ¢l leks north .of -

}1 flre, On 2 July |t'got  worse,
‘reqelvid: over.

The Hill, MNow Ripcord has passed. Into the
history books as one of the most costly battles
of the VIofnam War. IT was a!sc one of The mosf
signlffcanf. .

- Ripcord” rose - 970 mefers ouf of tho 1h!ck;
. mountalin raln torests. Just a few Kkilometers
; easf ~of " the ‘A Shau Valley. If was a Jumbta of
rocks;,” dlrt ‘and ‘leftovers from jts  oecupation .
the: year prior when it supporfed operations [n
.-the northern end of the ‘A Shau Valtey, Two
_ dominant rocks doffod “the  loops of | its

Whaf wag bad was +he surrounding_ hlils. There
were -threa that were high encugh and blg enough
~~ to- provide good- observaticn and fleids of tire.
.aqalnsf Ripcord: Hill 805, 2000 moters .east; -
< Hill 902,  2200° meters south; - and hill mass
j1000 JusT a kliometer west, These key terrain
fetitures ‘provided thé enemy wlth & slgnificant
each
- ong but we. were. never, successful for very ‘long,

_‘The baf+al|on's 1n+eresf In Ripcord acfually
began- .in mid- March when A{pha combat assaulted”
onto - Rlpcord, Took casualfies. and was. pufled
otf, :

On Aprll Isf e tried aqaln by puffing Bravo on
“the - hi41l, That wasn't much good either. Bravo
“took: some serlous casualfies before They were
exTrac+ed. : o R

On the ]1Th Charlie company conducfed @ ground :
~assault.from the' -south: and secured . Ripcord,
Except ‘ tor - the- artiltlery prep, not a. shoT was
Cfleed, Lt “'1’ to o
-vTho crlQInal" plan of Opora¢lon called “tor

“Ripeord to parform - - fhe “game
‘ fsfopp!ngas?one~ln+o~+ho~n Shau: rote that It had
~pilayed. the year - prlor. FSB Bradiey,, In the

northern: -end of the - Yalley, :was ‘the:

;'Tho plan changed hOWGver, affer the. Baffallon
Commander  made - a visual. regon of Bradley from -
his C8G" huey, He, his 8~3. and. Flre . Support
Offfcer obServed NVA arflllory rounds impacting -

~top.- of “the. hilt, The NVA,.from across the

T.Laoflan border, wero raglstering their guns “ip
_praparation for our antichkpated move into-the A

The piah fo., solza Bradley was scrubbed,f

we WoUld now doncentrate o, lnfordlcfing

“anery. around Ripcord. 3 :

. § .7

" The . 2= 506+h plckod up rosponslbillfy for FsB’

Ripecord,

Tlate ko duney Thits reclly spread the Baffalion-

“thitng.only fwo companles plus Rocon

’ O'Rollly, and -a- company on each flre bage...

oporadlc morfar :
“Fhe - ftre -base:
300 Incoming mortar, rocket .and
-othef Weapons: flres and 1t continued +the ' next
coday and .- the  next . ...
baf+le tor Rlpcord had begun. -

on A July R!pcord recolvod

nexf"'
' .p!anned flré baso For: *he ba+¢allon to’ 00cupy. N

“the .

to -gover -
“Fhe. thick Jungle botweon end arcund Ri¥peord and~ o

for 21 more days. The -



JEST s

L alf@_would sfay on’ Hlil 805 four more:
. night .fhe NVA wou ld'- [aungh & fresh assault . -ian
aoh time - they. would beé ‘beaten back,-And - -
] b-uould wafoh hls company dle a Ilffle"

- 'looor
) Charlle apd “Dalta fry-agaln,
_-ls oomlng. Ifs Jus+ & ques*lon of when.

: j;1o June. A hot, dry. Wind s bfowfng -
gusts, -

: . ﬁrévo, :
'SImpIo;

CNVA. raching gun team. Tha enemy
T, t in ‘the leg. 1 loae my mosf

-experIenced if

724801, under opT

» l've,:eVBr

'_,fALgﬁsfs-sToav:

"lfﬁé[flng;forlﬁur Tan:

The baffle sfarfs we're on .
& thete when_ Chartie Company gots waxed on
902, Ha're stit) there . iistening . on
not - when Delta s out~muscied on: HI LA
and. tha. next: dey -‘when. what!s -left of
We Kknow our-#urn

.Ripcord catching
Delta

Bravo, Company's on
JIving hall and has ‘been for four’ days, .
. for” roacflon
‘beglnning: - T+s -

type
And - Alphé. fs

Abodt  fallling . out. ‘thah - whatts
he ground. Wa'ro.told that it'sa
. ;buT “the AK fire. Isn'? even close; = ‘two,
o hundred meters away, ‘maybe, - Except
walra  aléne  In:,
take HILI 8055 -

_o:The waiflng Is over.,g'g,ﬁff.

and  tagether - .we assaulf .and

FSB o'Reilry.
the

45 knofg

" gnd. - Ehariie are back at Camp. Evans. walting for.
.‘.repiacemenrq and. praparlnq
s misslong. air -
A auif-lnfo a smafl LZ Jus+ eas? of Rlpcord. L
-blrds bounce around fho ylndy sky like : -
An-a aklltet,-We pitch.and yaw so bad |-

‘for .
?ho AO. Our mlsslon?_‘

!2 June. D/2m5o1 gefs 0BCONed to the baffalvonl'
secure 805, 3d:

Ptatoon teads’ the: way -and" mekes. contact with an -

tlees. but (T

Nell . gets.

fower

e mlssion ts. Fo -leava:

cord We're fo Iook for énemy . gravas. .

RPGs ‘ahd' 60mm . mortar

femen second.
fo

oW We'Fe - on

et
e 1s+ Plafoon tights. otf a
o On our: backs!de. _'_r_ “5.j ol

_take. no. oasua[lfles. D/2~501 has 16 wounded.

nlghfs.

-STraub, gefs ?he hlghor par*'

"“of 805 and.the misslon to defend [+, We. socure
& h]1| 200 meters west. that hag a small-

I the.
'rnlhg and hedd” down Enfo the valley southeast

a++ack comes; gappers flrsf NVA,
rounds"q
They hif. Del?a from thres
l the: other -

iphiats . 2d -~ and: 3d-Platoonst:
s Into the attacking - enemy. =
penefrafion'

. The:NVA: pay dearly, |t 1& one of the few . timas :

' seen fham affack ulfhou+ conducflnq o

. o opera*lon we

.“against, We don't belleve 1+ at ‘tirst, but.
“true, | lve managed to get me and my men between .

Headquarfers and one. of lfs' o

. 13 June. Alpha be?lns ponefrafinq +he
The .days and, n

- Our good Iuck holds. We move ouT of an:
. bofgre " dawn; an hour later the NVA are hlfflng"

. Delta
D/1-=506 commander, CPT Don wOrkman, a classmate

Ast. Ptatoonts up tront
“high
running paraltel to It, LT Bil
“Into .1t with the. ear plug from.a Sony radio and
_ has S his KJt Carson. scout:. A1lstening and writing
" by. the time 't ge¥ thare, We' make. .a-
Covith i
1n+erprerer boglns eavesdroppfng. IR PRI Y

5four Regfmenfs.

And,

' Thé Pénefrafion

K i.‘* N
valley,
ghts
bunkers ¢aches, and fresh slgn

'NDP

it with mor?ars. 2d Platoon gefs ~eaught. cini-a
~ . frlendly . - 155mm. - - howitzer: barrage.1;--No o
casua lities.,: Neifher myselt  or the. FO has

cal led.

We. are - alone aqaln on the:. 17th uhen D/2 ~501 " is
evacuated, On the 18+h a Chinook gets-shot down
on-Ripcord and causes the.ammo dump. to blowy [t

takos out CPT Dave Rich's B/2-319 Arfy, no more '

|05 howlfzer supporT

Con - fhel.
NVA..who: walk up onour CP, One's a recon
" sergeant., :D/1~506 . becomes OPCONed “to.  the: .

battalfon. LTC Lucas tells me +o- move to -a

“{{Rk=0p. with them about two kilometers vast of
LZ..-' .

HIt1 805, But they never make i1t off ~the
and Charlie have to go get them out, The
of mine, is killed,. Alone agaln. _one fel[s
me. abouf WOrkman.- i : :

we make ‘our deepesf penefraflon

The 20+h
: lnfo the valley,. about-a ellck " south .of Hill.
805 -and - two - ¢llicks. east of

sfarf To gef real Inferesf!ng.

= f.?he waréngp.

when they dlscover  a
with WD=) “telephone’ mire

spead ~trall . .
Pahissa -

second: - fap

the . handset from a PRC/25 and our”

&

__Puhfssa gefs some ambushes ouf along fhe frali :
: I tell 3d Platoon to secure. . .
 the: high ground- to our rear, 2d Platoon sets up . -
‘streamy - ¥

for . security. .and

In: a .far_ambush overlooklng .smal |
Then l go back to the wlra fappers.

For : OVGF_ five . hours ARVH SFC Long,
]_lnferprefer, and the Kit  Carson. |isten, take
- notes, : -and . relay The hottest, f!ﬁsf—hand..

intolligence of . the  battle

|learn- who . and.. what . we are up

VA Divislon
names:

‘ag we're lalrnlng the

. and the |ocafions of each reglmenf, several

TR

-run togethery There are . .
overywhere - as -
R oonflnue working our way deeper and- deeper.,
'WO don'+ find any graveyards, fhough. S :

for- it, the basfards Jus+ flred And e
go deeper. ' .

| 902._Thlnqs '

taps

fho”

diregtly . to:
Divisiony For the tirst time:durihg the Ripcord . -

fts -

N 0f=' The:-' 
. dlyiaion, the commander, the political offlco(,-ni-

19+h ve have more confacf. l klll fwo‘u- BRI



. ba¥tallons, 'and sqmd of the cdmpanles, atl
bloédy hell breaks loosé, 2d P retodn : sprlnqs
thelr ambush on-a wa*er par+y.: e T

g\“,

--exploslany  They wonder = who ‘we ' are, ' who's
».~.messing around-in . their. valley, (Gis arent't

CRldgedines,) L

a?' -

“And the Information keeps comlng and wo -keep— '

- :passing-it oh; Sometimes we tailk direct|y: T¢ 80

. 2d Platoon springs:thelr ambush:a --gacond tIme
'$ gLand SP/4 Mlller kills one of: the enemy.

"ty Brderia-squad: to Tnvést

Inemien ..

-hour :later and .lst Platoon rlps out as:

Impor*anf anymore. s

e Lo

"f I'm caughf ibefween a rock and a hard placa. l“.*
SRR now: Workman' and- D/1-506 have ‘tesn: nafled:
o onthelr LZy k- think about  1inking  up with
foothem, - But - findlng; “the NVA division’ changes’
ifigs. My triatning  tells me to. attack the:’

dorift

K ’,Lﬁnemy headquarters, defeat them, Buf they!|i be
S ll defande
doh'f hink the

GOITII'nOfl

pndfngs. Shitt

*lwe talk’ If over. that:- nighT and | declde To fry

"??‘mlgh+ work, The NVA-mlght not expect I+, B
' we “have dny tontact at all:

'head “West towsrd HI 11902 ahd an- LZ i know,

“%here. are . any prISQNGrs hanglng around, wel ,:

" we'fl keep Them.

wly”a“d’careful|y the hexf day and,
1y we' make cohtactsy 18t Pra¥oon blows
fe ‘of NVA afid, ‘hohestetowged, ohe of

'ng +o make'

*Th e word: frot bana!lon 46 prepare
to get to ah LZ, Good ldea' at feasf I'd been
" planning 4head, . . EE

Later . Thaf day 4 the’ coMpany cbmes back

- togather, sP/a. JoUﬂneIl, out on 0P, kIlls a’

LT, o Is¥on, They're bltchlng about H1il -
-805: and * areq:. ‘excited about e ammo dump -

. f'; .. “supposed 18 gef : teo far frpm hlll_*ops‘andgf

~S1d Beérry, the. acting Divisloh: ‘Commander,. Then

LBy Iafe af+ernoon the enemr ‘wiBes up,” We hear -
gaté - why “thaylvé.
: 1ost. idpedance: oni ‘tha” | Ine,. Pahldsa holds hisg .
"posl+icﬂ and S5G Rosg! ~ambush fires ‘up the - NVA.
. d lge capfured AKS- “toadd -+ Fha |
tuslon, A sécond: party ' comos. through- the -

"deh‘phone iine*as +hey an and break confacf. S

of up oUr old NDP and are real quiefi'a
: fhaf nlth. Loaklng for +hose graVes|+es st

;ifhexﬂéwﬂﬁff?hé Bpad+’:']?'>?fﬂ--ﬁ:

i welll heed ‘4 fresh ‘brlgade to dd..
1013* has  a -tresh,

uldance il recefve from - baf 18°
%Ion wan¥s: & prlsoner +o confirm oura'-

for & |inkeup ' wlth. Workman ‘and D/1= -506, That
‘maans gotng back through the wire +ap area, lf,

tiFl breathing, "But Doc Draper says he' . -
the that, Bang!“'f_

L

'-'cour!er for the NVA Dlvlslon Commander. 8ingo!

.- Therets: .detailed map outiining the NYA plan:
oL .of. a++ack for R!pdord e don'f need 2 prlsoner-
,anvrnore. ’ : _ _

i

'TThaf evenlng LTC Lucas fells me ThaT Ripcord is
. to be evacuated, ‘thanks. to -our intetligence -
“information. We stay quief throughout the night ~

‘But . our “mood s one of contldence and relief,
Wo aren't out of the bush yet, but It looks
Iike" we might- make.~ AP wlsh fo_God it had
been ThaT slmple. Lo Do e

- 0700 Hours, Wadnesday, 22 July, 1970. We're up

. &@lf night  In anflclpa?lon ot . our comlng ;
. “extraction, 1 send 1st Pla?oon on a patrol
- the' west to find and seciire a ¢rossing site on
the stream we have.to. traverse to get to the LZ .
I!ve plcked Everyone else ls packed and ready."

-,,0900 Hours. LTC Lucas calls o, o - the secure .
.= got Uand . tells meto go to:the LZ Jjust wast 6t .07
: Ripcord for exfraction, ‘Huh? | 've always pleked ..
< my: own LZs. 1 don't want to back=track all . the
‘way . to  Ripcord; He say5 no, . We argue, And the . ..
- damned’ secure sét.goes out, By the time gef a
message: shacked*up and: sent” to thé: ToC, - ‘Lugas -

fg: gone = out. on the. flre base or’-up in the

“abrys 1say the hal ) with' it and, fiquring.that
““maybe  he needs me at his LZ ‘as part of a plan,
| call .1st Platoon back-and give 2d Platoon the
- mission: te lead the. company back foward
;. Ripcord, - . ’ ' S

. 1245JFHours;- -2d Pla*oon under LT Lee WIdJeskoq»
-moves out. |11l be with 3d in. the middle and.

tst. Platoon™ will - follow last, We uncoll- from

. ¥he perimeter, 2d disappears lnfo the . brush )
.80 mefers, 100, 150, Men in 3d Platoon.start: fo

got-upl “With- thelr rucks,: Some:of:the. guys in

1st are lsaning up agalnst frees.. Pahissa- and = ' -
. his:* ptatosn sergeant are: hanglng around- the'GR .*  :
t-*gef+lng resdy: to watch us ' |éave, ‘Hefmets - on, -
. . The 2d -Platooh polnt feam hits the: 200 meferf S
'--mark Can'f see flffy feef. anassy. : -

'?”Thé sllence shaffers;‘l hear “fhe " pop-snap' of'? e
“Mut6s,  Contact!: Everyons’ crouches down.
' l?l Hhaf's happentng? g

:For the flrsf fow seconds lf seems like ano*her

- successful engagement by ‘the 2d Plateon, The' .

© . pointi team drops  two NVA .In thelr Tracks, an oo

M=60 -crew: runs - ‘torward to. provide - & ‘base of . ..

» fiFe “-and «a -couple of: quys start maneuverlng.
" But  thon the AK flre comes: crackllhg back, : 1ts
a fuckint'tire" flght ‘and getting worse, The
“high' pTitehed: rtp-chatter " of “the ~M-60 merges

- wifh - the  wump of  satchel charges - and= the . - 7 -
3Thrummlng beat of RPD  machine" guns, - The FO -

begins = to calt for- #1re, 14m trying" To gef fhe‘
: sl+ua+-on clear from wtdjeskog.-ﬁ-' .

'.Damnl Dafn ! Damnl My mlnd geroams: ~ I've reallv?:ufqlz;r
. got ds iin.-the shlf n0w. why d!d }‘_decide fo.uﬂ
' back—frack? Why? e . _ B

" Then - fhere's +he rlnglng tungl 1ung1 +ungl ofj

60mm mortars” firing close to our -east .:flank,: _
There!s - movemment fn'"thé brush, We ‘see them, -~
o NVA. l+s a. massod afTack. Flrfng erupfs _T :




"e7gis* and.3dy nothing, Myself; and what
have the only +wo funchonal_radies_’

coceverywhére - dnd . cmen - oh . both .
T WldJeskoq tells . me. he.. has .a platoon to .his
. front,.maybe a company,. “Ther  his . radlo - goes
" dead. Something: hits tié . in the leg, Pahissa

© heads “for hls men -and ~begins :directing . fire

foward the enemy. Mértar rounds . are {andIng
: 'everywhere ~ ~bursting Ih "frees and “spewlng
 fountalns - of ‘earth out of the, ground. Men ‘drop
. Fucks and roll behlnd them or "tind trees for
cover;

. thaf:: stands befween ius and “the enemy Is an
: enormous hardwood. , )

e Fuck i+1 l'Il“gef us ou+ of Thls shlf. _L‘j}:'.--'

. l see ‘8 smail;knoll Some 60 mefera wesT, qrab.

‘my RTOs; Wit and Vic, .and head for it. My only

*houghf oW 1s. to secure: the radios and - get .

he! pr cobrast; fasr~mnvnrq, mortars, anyfhlnq.-
mortar, . . ‘round: . bursts.

“but-r can'f loeafe fhe resf of The

My *sfomach s churh!ng b!le. " The sounds of'lff;
”;Several Tlmes Jody Smlfh cafches my ‘attention -

“Char lle  Oscar, —we got: To do,.-
_'somefhfnql" I know - he's rlghf. : .

bg+flekrage around us and ‘| fofce myself.to  be

fast=movers,

“mortars  but ) tell the TOO ) needed |t anyway,
| don'+ realize. until -later -that. .the . FO . is
dead'A L

4§Kﬁ¥L

.;EifheF the - NVA ‘e Us -or _our Iong ' bofe
—antennas’ sWhafever. RPGS . and morfar rounds'

ibegin ripping - Through our; Vittle knoll, :We

s 'tde . down. ‘the-backside. of. the hill- as ‘far: as

W6 can and- sf o matntain. padfe communications,
“.The 'Fire. geéts too Intense and we ‘écramble. .over
o Where we “think 34 Pla*oon Is, There we: -find
~Jody: Smith:frem-3d and $S6 -Ross: from - st
st dent i have- comm: with. 2d- Platqon. |- try

“fhaiCP

' ' fn'l*he whola company‘ .

'In +'ree mlnufes fhe cobras

rookéts -and - minl-guns are.desperately needed,
The problam ~1s..thet. -1 .don*t know
company.
-any ‘ot the

latoons, 2d Platoon 1s the only tne

C1-have a good ‘idea about and. trom the. sounds of -
“-. thelr.-tire.

Fight.. it  seems &5,
for: tha  moments
rem lsT Ptafeon holier back

1t . they .are
“holding, :
work e Some guys

-'TwanTy minu?es Info +he baffle fhe stfuaTlen .
sfar*s ‘sorting Iteelt out, 1st and 3d Platoons
Ak 'mlged together a hundred meters or i§o. down: -

.u+he southwest, s1de of .our NDP hLli; 2d PIaToon
hdred.- meters. norThwesf on level ground -

S - T
- and- I m

tn " th cenfer down, on. sthe - west . ‘slda,

The NVA have s surFounded: on three sides:
‘east,  north -and south, We. tigure . Its . about &
but-who's gountings Then our TOC on -

'},baffallon,
Ripcord ‘tel s mo fherets another NVA . battalfon
on the way. Thanks, They can wait i llne.

13

sides fall,

'Divlsfon HQ.

3d_ Platoon bedins dropping back, The CP -
‘Is_éxposed and, for the moment, the only' thing-

-down - - on

"The qunshfps are

= -overhead ‘.and -sends
- shvaphell ‘thto. my back, The three - of usn,meke o

- calm and talk -on. . the radlo, Gunships first; ..~ and ~says,
"L they, ar JcloaesT out- of:Camip: Evans. and Phu Bal, -
/They. ¢an be. on station.in elght mlnu*es. Then:.
“Fds wlth 230 pounders and napatm, - -

i The. 'FO: wusually handles  the.. artlllery . and. .-

Wo hake A quick D'an and ‘start
fforward.
Cworld: opens up on-0s,".| take shrapnel. :in. the :
_face ‘and . several guys-get knocked over by the -
:fconcusslon. We try. again:and don't. get ‘half  as-
tar, " An- RPD fired & 'up and nearly gets. Ross,

We don'+ ge+ morfars and arfillery rlghT-
R R : ' o “One NVA aims an.RPG at us - my M=16 fs jusf -a

16+
up - their

. . ‘cobras and .
. ) To us.“-
“Théy're ‘already -alrborne for aficther mission -

_wwheh they- ‘hear our .call .and- divert, .Their

-how. .. the -
-2 deployed@ B can'* Taik toy.or see;

I dry shouflng. It

.The first, F4 Phahfoms arrlve carrying 1000
"~ poufid. bombs <. toa. blig,  Alr:
Llttle
~.fInd_the nearest clearing to our. . position’ and
+ drop ‘the .bombs, He finds. fhe one f mean a. cllck

‘Force’ MAJ Skip-
s up-Th the FAC bird and | tel | hlm t6

away . and unloads, with sdcondary exploslons as

a result,. | sort of. hope It mlghf be The NVA-—

.-'!,

'dEnemy tire agalns? our poslTIon tntensities’ and_

we  move back to our 1Tttle knoi 1, By this flme

" I've got about slx other, guys from lst qnd “3d,
- We ‘form a fighf, liffle perlmefer as I work the
:qunshlps. ;713

A flnally gef *he arfillery and’ mor*ars To dome
“the company ~ néf" ahd. ‘they sgtart
shootingi Skip Littte gefs F4s . _out  wlth the .
We are. ge?Tfng good support,

right ordinance,’
quperb.' I'm able *to bring

1helr fire."in dS close ag 25 meTers. It comes

“in 400 c¢lose one ‘time and myself -and  sore
_others: catch. a few pleces of rocket fraqmenTs. R
But t+ forces The NVA to keep.. fhelr heads down.," " . -

eFawlfﬁé
We  dontt get TwenTy feet before the

bl? fas*er. STI!I, wétre pinned down,

i'm no+ sure when 3 reallze Thaf we're goln

win: {winnlng means surviving with what fs ?ef?-
~of the company), but ‘|l know we. won't unless we
T get +he NDF h 1) ‘back 'In our control and.rejoln
“the . .platoons, . 24
fsurrounded That. 1eaves the CP group ~ and - what
.- ‘¢éan .be.. put together. from. st and. 3d, 1. flgure :
.“+ha+, T the ‘guys In ¥st dnd 3d .cen ‘move back.
the hil}, we . can provide -
supporting fire, {4've still got. to dlrect the . .
At mlghf work. “The
" problem is that therets’ no leadershlp lefT In
- ls+ and e T s o U

Pla+oon

side of

fasf—movers.

As we. ‘shout back and. forTh | learn fhaT'Plhassa.. o
~&nd -:h1s. platoon sergeant, the FO, and a Iof of
others are. KIA; and even..more. ‘men = are Co
_ wounded, ‘I "‘end up shouting to a fellow from.
zAlabama _hamed Webster,. I had found a Ieader.

- Webster has maybe a dozen men who can move up

- the, hllf.
have  to .take ~the hI1l :back ‘from The NVA;

'fbaf+afion. Ne'd need some help. .

[Tve gof nine. So, a_score of men

We gef IT from The U.S Alr Force.

Sklp Li++|e con+rols fas+-movers

tength - of the enemy Iinds,

frfendly Treops. | know +hls; and he knows

- for me’ all
: af+ernoon. I send’ i the. adjus+men+s ‘and hd
“trles” to . show. ., the F4s "where to put the 250
pound’ hlgh—drags and - napalm, We work Phantems.
up. and down ~the. . .

L Treuble Ts that SKip lsntt-authorlzed " fo drop -
“the. ordlInance any - closer. Than. 500 me*ers to

18 effecfively S

badly:'”' S



[ deep +roub|e‘ 50 'he fudges The danqer
argln - down . to 300 meters or o, Stil)
e i ‘enoudhs Most of the NVA-arée 50 to 150

: ;me*ars away Bnd: someflmes closer, (2d Platoon

"*,had éheiny throw safchel charqes COmprefely over

';,fheir pevlmeTGr )

| mortar s still

o " oh the far slde ot our old NDP hiil, maybe
:‘100 me*ers away.-_l*s also. well -

e T that,

estroyed, Webster . and “his men ‘might . have

SR :

hag qir ... rlkes closery

to-. bring.-

F, -0 kdep 'givlhq
ifich nloser;

og

‘_fo. ey
. of

1'h'ei Phanfom

ls dlffe#e
Joger,. S
tant

\Ibude'

- 187 dometimes hora revea| Ing, Toda

“saving

éXchfed
' “you are Today;

nd throws us around.

kS fhe NVA break c&nfacf wifh fhém oo,

S tke - sharks
‘The!r fuel runs Iow. :

'].I naed the’ hlgh—draqs to drop even’ closeﬁ. A
Or Throwing rounds at us,

‘defendeds - |

“thls: posl+6on ¢an be o I
LMy flrsf worry Is seturlfy ='a’ perimeter, But
Cftve only ‘got. " twepty - guys ‘who can move ‘and

- fight, 1 then make what | +think Is the toughest
“declsion in my L) te, |, put-the wounded outside *

Ly Somehow ~my OF mediie 18 Bl Tve,
-+~ Dot Ts everywhets at énce dolng his best to put:

i=l||gh+ We‘re alone. :,-
~¢hance Yo - take the hill, I beginitelllng Skip -
.forop

" fhe  perimeter, .-

ip!bwe're dylng dowr’ herdl__ﬁ

.‘{Th'”-“”
"*Alexénder
+han. Bu+, o
'z'iba+fle.“
kig. and +haf unknown F4 p?lof_- :
i -ﬁ;ESUCCumb 6!
‘get  :some: Tresty ol

: he' guys ‘ge it BUE 1t destroys the

iy posf*i?g and & lo+ more. Wébs+er and hts N
it R

N ‘Rolllson

Flehte: R

-A,-s+am?~stze& LZ with
Py 1

5 ;fl‘Ih doa and wounde go- flrs+. Nenkeap wal*lng
Clter
Crthe el ear, mid=day gy e
takttg: 51 ¢al flre from +he surround ing -ridges.. .
“lts: too - Hit e and Yoo late, We head:-
iEvaﬂs and iBway. fkom +he Umaw: of *he beasfl.

s Somet i e
7 “durlng” the “battle: they get a radio working, The
U gunshipy are s+l|| on station, circling. the alr

“looking tor prey, . They provide
cover throughout the - nlght, ;+aklng_=+urn§: a5.

3"Abou+ dusk CPT Rolllson and Delfa Company Try :
* to ¢éme info ‘a nearby LZ bu+ napalm Ts st

burning on - 1t They'II +ry again - ‘at’ tirst -

'pieces togéther, We place thd weunded. ' mén  1n

Tsma )l groups ciof twos and threas; be+ween troe.
: toots ‘and anywhere &lge - they! |1 have ' some -

and “a chance of . surviving : another.

gbver," L
The dead: %o +ry to- collecf a+ a cenfral

aTTack.

e wlfh fhelr

ar, o one -quy  sby s;
tem agaln A And I hoar other tough,
f KMan I speak wlfh.--'

artl)lery strikes seek targets onthe sides: of

--EHIII 805 and e!sewhere. Alpha wafches and f;  .ﬁ.

In around 2100
the <FOYs RTO, . had: fakon:
se? opera*or ‘who: 'Had-
st minutés: of - the -

(aig' ALYy
care. of My secura. rad
basn i bl ded [ FS

+hé wée hours of thomerning  F
ock”and: axhaustlon, ‘Wit soes me
bécome - Incoherenf and. fahls me to lay down angd

Some+imo*durlng

‘eyes  Itm s+ar|ng lnfo fhe dead
NVA soldler N ,

',bacg(1n+o,+he‘Lz3bgfdro5suh5mse"and:;'
'ay'+p"sjb 99005 we're-znofi‘ajona_:

. choppens I ‘due 'at- 1230, That

" ledves thres and o Nal# hotrs fo make & hote :dn @~
* T fhe Jungte, At 1225 we hedr +he birds . fn ‘the . = .
g 3 GE +he ‘lead ‘ship comes |nfo iglew, o

dts+ah &

?rea -gods v downy :Our > postage=

I3 rqlsgddplafform iy Jysf-

Jarge. ough

'e,SNVA ‘o open. up ‘on 8¢ .AS we-Tise Into
: he: Fast-tew blrds begtn

for Gamp

s The ~Fmpr hard~cora Co
L -attitude,” Thosa who aren'+ ) shock ar agony -
- are grilm and defermlnéd.‘“h t+

: 'gm - -gome - ‘baek, -
vj;Chariie

el || whip the -

erhead, flares fal! Fhrough” +he nlghf sky andf;_.ﬂ
hOUI"S.r ::. ::_.: o
pass out . and “sleep the = | -

'f.remalnfng hours until irst Fight, When | ogpen ' -
face of an;;__ )




j fremamber clearly;

Téew

o Thefe ware  Fhirty-nine . .of

- The platoons - wete barfely’ squad

' fiove'lodked because he wasn't' American.

: t,unsea+hed.

__3Po§+$CEfpf:'~ l'

- _Rlpcord marked +ha beglnlng ot fhe end. of +he[f””f-'""' o
Vietnam War, Nelther side could’ be'said. to haye «il.:

-wen the Battle . for Ripcord but; because.
dldn'f,
The baffallon suffered ferrlbly -

were " killed on

_battiey  The Charlle  Compary ' Commander, OCPT .-
Hewitt, was kllled on HI1t 902, The Llst: is @
. long one = -too _Iong!_.and foo painful,

~._There were harotca
“had. an M=-16 ‘and then a.thump gun shet ‘out  of
h1s o hands el ufgtﬂd tp-an AK .and proceésded to
KITE seven NYA; Doc -Draper dled trying to
- the l)fe of A,
- Platéen s+epped in front ot ah RPD- machling -
S burst: Yo isave i the.: I'Tfe. of . his . buddy,’
, others: Afexander, Galingo, .Pahissa, -

g

_ and . the" names . blupr with the pessing. of'“
. #Imé, Ard, -God help: me, sometimes. - wishe
could rgmembar, -and some+lmes I'm ‘too afratd, >

~,Alpha nenf back +o “the

‘Ripgord, a4 did - the
- us:ti:
1 veterans. of Rlpcocd, and:. fwenfyb

28
S5, and Baldy how carrying radlos In

and Booty carrled. -the secire: set, The'F0: ‘and G
Nk

s RO wore new; .and | had & cnew: med lc,
& month before we go+ back to anywhere
s+reng+h. , : : _

as: cne nan. uho gof kllleg fhaf'ev

“Lohgy < - the UARVN:-
- ‘valuable. fransiation service
ap,  Was AI$ als thirteenth:
who: started that long Wednesday.

U July Yhers would be 13 KIA 56 W

Triterpreter:. who p v ded the.

d the. . wire.
lA-w0u+ of 15 men
srnooh on' 22

It slghaled our Iack of resoIVe 1o fhe;ﬁ” -
_ 60 KIA and
360 wounded, LTC Lucas and his 5-3, MAJ. Tannér,
2% July, the flnal day of the-
o

also. 2d Piafoonfs Mlller ‘

save ©. -
wounded "comrade, A guy |n lsf\ﬂﬁﬁ-

erId ‘2 waok af*er'i'ﬁ
rest -‘of -the bafTalIon.:-
‘myseltihine
ne.. chorrys.. .

LET IT BE

By: q. Mihalko

There was a time when 1 was young
_ . So many songs. had yet to be sung
| was so happy, carefree and confenf
Alohq came.a war,. fo Vief Nam: § was senf.

They +augh+ me fo malm, +hey faughf mo to KUiE
Just one mote mounfaln, Just one fore: HEIT .
Darknoss brings peace, so you .think while you resf

The morning comes’ qulckly, you awake with a yawn.~
lee Men on a chesgboard, -foo bad you'ré the pawn
. Another-day, Bnother milo
You'{l only survive by your cunning and quile.

CA well deservad break, fhe heat s lnfense

The mén¥hs go by slowly, you' court avery day

Af Ias+ tts: over, as you slgh In retlef

Yoi ‘board that freedom bird, very fuch . fn dlsbellef
:“Your mind: Is now speeding, your +houghts race ahead
; !fks greaf fo be al]ve, but: you remember the dead,

You, flnally arrive home as’ “you sfand there and stare -

it %ou gaze at the. fades, .and wondsr: dild they care.
- On the outside you're happy,.but lInside you pleaj

Lef If Be, Le+ I+ Be.

A song Comes fo mlnd,;

ind only sl -
e o

2

Then the - Inbom[nq rounds. 5hake you out of your nesf.;_*

You think to yourself, does this war make any senso

:’You hoPe You ate Iuckv' and You break down and pravé'i"1
websterjfsag_ : '



" HEADQUARTERS
lOlST AIRBORNE DIVISION (AIRHOBILE)
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uiTOs ff"*Commanding General

'wBAdKGﬁOUND. Fire Support/Operational Base RIPGORD was’ to be opened on

:ffﬁﬂor -about 1. A)ril 197@ as a key fTorward .fire- support/operational base in the -
. ,division's sunmer offenaive plans againgt the 803d ‘and 29th NVA Regimepts- in
o uto.the A SHAU VALLEY Hreéa,. ‘Mutually supporting firebases would: Be.opened at o
%7 FSBBRADLEY (105mm how) and<AIRBORNE (105mm how), - ALRBORNE, “dn turn, was:
'11”withih mutually aupporting range of FSB KATHRYN (155mm how). ST R

?F5 Brigaqp, 101et Airborne Division and st Regiment, 1st Infantry Division*
. on. 5 March 1970 were delayed due to inclement weather in the A0,

 south of FSB RIPCORD., Just pricr to insertion; this LZ was detesnin

' U units again assaulted irito the RIPCORD area..  This assault had.

. of jand all around the firebase. On 11 April; 6/2-506 Infantry assaul

© . RIPOORD and secured the firebase by 0800 hours, . The battalion 1ig
.. and engineer support elements were lifted into the firebase on 1Y Ap
'*,~-'Inclement weather precluded insertions ‘of artillery inté. the

. OCGUPATION. - Assailte into. the FSB RIFCORD area by elemionta of the 3c1—'-!' B

On. 13 Varc
' A/2-506 Infantry was to combat assault ‘into an Lz onHill 902, 2 kilometers

. fattory and insertion was made into the alternate LZ: The alternat
" FSB RIPCORD: A/2~506 began io receive intense mortar, recoilless
~small ‘arms  fire on the LZ., This fire continued until the company 'w
- off the hill to the east.” On 14 March, elements of the, lst Regime
' gaptured documents indicating the location of units of the: 6th NViA,
- in the RIFCORD: area, -ARVN. and US units. were extr&ctéﬂ ‘on" 1%"Ma
“air and artillery strikes were' conducted until 1 April, when US

i“-;since 17 March diue to unsatisfactory weather conditionsﬁ B/2*506'infan"
Jted onto the Tirebass on 1 April, and agaln the enemy employed |
‘_recoilless riflgﬁand smal nt fire.. At approximate "

: '3. OPERA‘I‘IONS IN THE FSB RIPCORD AREA. During the period 2-- 1,
'*x2/506 Infantry ‘and. 2 battalions of the 1st ARVN Regiment. conducted growd.
‘combat operations around F35. RIPCORD to locate and destroy enemy mortar and.
‘recoilless rife positions. These operations were conducted within 3000. meten@

During the Period 16 April to T July, the b




e e July:_ie'?of'

:__SUBJECT: Firebase'nipcord

hithout significant stand~off (indirect fire) attack on the iirebase. During
. . the period 1-22 July, FSB RIPCORD was subjected to daily attacks by mortar, -
recollless rifle, RFG, and sporadic ‘machinegun and small arms fire from enemy
. locations all ‘around the firebase. On 1B July, a CHA47 aireraft was shot
" down on_the. firebese. The' aircreft crashed in a 105mm ammunition storage_
- area and burst into flames,  The resulting fire and. exploding artillery e
- anmunition destroyed 5. 105mm, howitzers, 2, 106mm recoillees rifles, one " ..
 mechanical mule, and several other itens’ of equipment. The remaining 105mm

- houwlizer on the firebese was damaged.:

4, EXTHAGTION FROM FSB RIPGORD. At z3e5a5 July 70, the. 3d Brigade began _;i

:igoperations for the ‘extraction of the 2~ 506 Infantry from FSB RIPCORD and

. field locations south .of the firebase., During the night of 22-23 July,

- ‘massive. artillery and eir fires were employed throughout the area against
known and suspected enemy, 1ooations. More' than‘2232 mixed caliber grtillery
rounds were fired in support of the extraction, The US Alr Force,. Marines,
and. Navy flew 35 preplanned and immediate air strikes, . for a total of 74

' sorties, :Fourteen 'CHY7 alrerafi were “employed: commencing at 0545 hours‘to

 extract 22 sorties, which included 1 155mm howltzer battery (6 tubes), S
& M~405 dozers,. communications equipment, 1 M55 multiple mechinegun (Qnad~50),- o
- and 1. damaged 105mm howltzer, The CH47 extraction operatlors’ proceeded N

- emoothly until Q740 hours when 1 CH4? was shot down on the firebase by enemy

2127 machinegun fire.g The aircraft was forced to land amidst ‘the 105mm =
howitzers which had been &estroyed on 18 July and thus prevented the lapding:

of additional alrcrafi to extract the remaining artillery pieces and two

.. 106mm recoilless rifles. The CH4Y recéived a diréct hit by
" ¢nemy mortar round, causing the aireraft to burn and explod

Cunknowd type-

Was: deetrOyed. Eight additfonal CHY4? aircraft received hit; ing the exf:eﬁf:_

tractions; 4 are nonflyable, B/2-506 Infantry began extracting at 0745

. hours by UHIH aircraft but was delayed until 0935 hours by heavy enemy 6Omm'T5l7:
cv Cand 82mm mortar fires. . The-gxtractions was conducted by infiltrating one

UE1H aircraft at a time ‘into ‘the firebase. ' The extraction from FSB RIPGORD;_,

- was complete at 1214 hours, Comipanies A and D/2-506 Infantry extracted from . == -
& pickup zone 1 1/2 kilometers south.of FSE RIPCORD commencing at 1301 hours. .

Sporadic small arms fire wags received during the extraction, . There were no | -

. ¢asualties or damage. The extrection{of 2506 Infantry units from the RIPCORD:-
. area was complete at 1407 ‘hours,  During the extractlion, FSB RIPCORD wes under -
. Coorstant . fire from npmerousienemy mortars.of 60mm and 82mm caliberi. ,Several .
7 hundred rounds. impacted throughout the firebase during thea operation. Heavy =~ - - .
S0 12a7mm anti-aireraft fire was directed against the alrcraft flying into the ="
 firebase,. Alr,. artillery, and ARA destroyed several enemy moitars’ and’'12, ?mm :

r.i_machinegune., In addition,: numerous enemy driven into the open by Ce were
'“1ﬁkilled by air, artillery, end ARA. ’ L . :

:

'__5. RATIONALE FOR CLOSING FSB RIPCORD.. In early July, it beceme;obvious
‘that NVA forces: were massing in an’ ‘attempt to.control the RIPCORD area.. ;.

fe;;The enemny buildup of forces and the tempo of .mortar, RPG, and anti-aircraft N

fire steadily increased during the first half of the month, ~Byithe third.

The aircreft""y'”

U yeek of July, it was. apparent that the cost and effort required for the eelfe o

- defense of RIPCORD placed the accomplishment of the primary mission; Lees. ..
':--operations in the BRADLEY*AIRBORNE area, in greve jeepordy. The closing of

:"-_-‘17--. E



Cavmess o ey apane
“gﬁBJﬁCTs Firebase Ripcord T - | !

s

.ffRIPCORD would make troops availabla for offenaiVe use against the enemy :
'pply caches andAlogistic installations to the rear of .the NVA forces massed
| REPCORD, . The cache sités in the ATRBORNE-BRADLEY drea are believed s
¢ part of he ‘bage areas of thé B0O3d and 29th NVA Regiments, The coficen-
_ion of NVA forces around RIPCORD wpuld:ﬁ ‘ther ‘facilitate operations in
i : ' ‘the. decision do extract from .

L imdortakes as & ‘péLrt 6f Sperations CHIGAGO FEAK. Additional factors of =
0+ oritlesl’ importance in the decislon to close’ FSB. 'RIPCORD were the domegtic
"‘-1;_;and_f0reign political implications of another US firebase undergoing a KHE -
. BANH ox DIEN"

"ight well have jéopardized the program of Vietnamization.  RIPCORD

’a[fxbout 25 July with the combat assault of one 1nfantry battalion *0" 0pen a fire
Support/aperational base: which will provide .support for the insertion of 2 ARVN
! _-‘-on?or_about 28—30 July 19?0. A detailed_plan will follow.

. HUGH A MAGDONALD
18 Colonel GS. .

BIEN PHU sieges RIPCORD, in glven an inordinate anount of adverse

-“?operations cmused heévy NVA oasualties and. drew ‘the enemy. from his cache eltes,




IN HIONOR OF THOSE WHO DIED IN THE DEFENSE
OF THEIR NATION

101st Abn Div, 2/506 Inf 1970

CPT Vasquez-Rodriguez

Posting of the Colors
Invocation Ch. Howard Johnson
Calling of the Roll

Commanding Officer LTC John C. Bard
Reading of the Old Testament
Reading of the New Testament
Address by the Chaplain
Prayer

Solo - The Lord’s Prayer

Silent Tribute to the Deceased
Benediction

Salute

Taps

Retiring of the Colors

Ch. LeRoy Fox

SP/4 Bill Woody

Photo Bill Heath

PFC Keith Utter
SGT Stanley Diehl

E COMPANY

" 8P4 Ray Johnson

WE GATHER IN MEMORY OF
STAFF
LTC Andre Lucas 23 July 1970
MAJ Kenneth Tanner 23 July 1970
HEADQUARTERS COMPANY
PFC Richard Conrady 2 July 1970
PFC Rickey Scott 8 July 1970
SP4 Martin Draper 22 July 1970
PFC Danny Fries 22 July 1970
A COMPANY
PFC John Babich 22 July 1970
PFC Virgil Bixby 22 July 1970
PFC Robert Brown 22 July 1970
SP4 Robert Jawinell- 22 July 1970
SP4 Donald Severson 22 July 1970
SGT John Kreckel 22 July 1970
SFC Pham Uam Long 22 July 1970
1LT Steve QOlson 22 July 1970
1LT William Pihassa 22 July 1870
SP4 Thomas Schultz 22 July 1970
PFC Gerald Singleton 22 July 1970
. PFC Gus Allen 23 July 1970
B COMPANY
PFC Robert Utecht 3 July 1970
8P4 Victor DeFoor 10 July 1970
8P4 Roberto Flores 21 July 1970
PFC Francis Maune 21 July 1970
C COMPANY
SGT Thomas Herndon 2 July 1970
CPT Thomas Hewitt 2 July 1970
SGT Lee Lenz 2 July 1970
8P4 Robert Radeliff 2 July 1970
8P4 Roger Sumrall 2 July 1970
SP4 Robert Zoller 2 July 1970
8P4 Gerald Risinger T July 1970
SP4 James Hupp 8 July 1970
D COMPANY
PFC Charles Beals 7 July 1970
PFC Michael Grimm © T July 1970
SP4 Lewis Howard 7 July 1970
SGT Paul Guimond 14 July 1970
8SG James Flembree 14 July 1970
3P4 John Keister 14 July 1970
1LT Terrence Palm 14 July 1970
SGT Gary Schneider 14 July 1970

14 July 1970
22 July 1970

10 July 1970

Who died serving their country in the

Iepublic of Vietnam,




vnty years an! countin',
it seems: ltke yesterday
-mmuntainb
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