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Above the cloud-covered jungle in Vietnam.

From Shelby Stanton’s book, Vietnam Order of Battle. .



R : : * RIPCORD REPORT: FOR FRIENDS AND SURVIVORS _—
The Battle of Fire Support Base Ripcord extended from 12 March to 23 July 1970. During the peak of the
battle, from 1 to 23 July, there were 61 KIA, 345 WIA, and one MIA. " |t was the most costly action by US
Forces during 1970. " it wag the last major battle of the Vietnam War that Was fought by purely American

" 'units,

e e

At the center of this cauldron of fire on the northeast rim of the A Shau Valley were soldiers of the
2/506th Infentry Battalion, and Bravo Battery, 2/319th Artillépy Battalion, 101st Airborne Division. - There
were others: Infantrymen from sister battalions ¢2/501 and 1/506); Artillerymen on neighboring fire bases;
men who flew F4 Phantoms and Forward Ajr Controllers in observation air¢raft; Army Avistors in gunships end
utility helicopters; men who pushed supplies forward; men who kept vigil by radios; men and women who
staffed hospitals; and others, who provided support in a thousand different ways.

For 23 days in July 1970, three to four regiments of & North Vietnamese Army division laid siege to Ripcord
from the surrounding mountains and rein forested valleys. It was a time of vielence and death. Enemy
rockets, recojlless rifle fire, and mortar rounds slammed daily into the perimeter. Heavy machine guns,
and-small arms ripped into the hill and tore heticopters out of the sky. Grisly fire fights broke out on
the -peaks and {n the valleys around Ripcord: Hiil 902; Hill 1000; W¥ll 805; and other nameless places that
remain saared {nto ‘memory. ST R _ S :

The. men at Ripcord: fought aggressively, and well. Their courape was beyond measure. Their steadfast _
loyalty to: a nation divided by the war remains unguestioned. The name "Ripcord" is graven in stone on the
granite wall of the 101st Airborne Division Memorial at the entrance to Arlington National Cemetary, silent
testimony to-those who where there, who gave the full measure of their. devotion to duty. e

Membership in the Ripcord Association and subscription to- the “Ripcord Report" is free. Anyone may Join
who was involved at the Battle of Ripeord, who knows someone who Was there, or who simply has a genuine
interest. The intentions of the newsletter dre to share information, ctarify events, offer occasional
opinion, end promote better Understanding of the battle. The association doea not mean to .offend, or cause
renewed suffering due to the content of the report. Many of the members have benefited from the report,

hopefully, many mopre will in the months and years ahead,

The "Ripcord Report" and the Ripcord Association were founded by Chip-Collins (B & RCN, 2/506, 70-71) in
1984. From an initial membership of. four, the association has grown to over 200 members. Any advertising
JascepteduuiLLrbempubL$shod-fre0wof~ehargewwwmhﬁaneuslettéﬁ'maﬁasanOwguaranteerregarding"acceptanbefor
publication -of an‘item., Material will be returned jf so requested (please include return postage). -
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Incoming - : D -Murphy’s Law of Combat - - ' ~ Tha Enemy

The Tadpole and the Snake " And More. ..
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Historicel Evaluation and Research Organization, a division of Data Memory Systems, Inc, of Fairfax,
Virginta,‘a=dgﬁpn§e and national security studies end analysis firm. '
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"oh yesterday our Little troop was ridden through and through,

Our awaying, tattered penrions fled, a broken, beaten few,

And all & summer afternoon they hunted us and alew;

But tomorrow, by the living God, we’ll try the game agafn.® John Masefield, Yomorrow
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STAFF JOURNAL. LZ OAKTOH

The' monsoan ‘season s’ upon ué, just 8g {t Wes 21
years ago. -Yep. Ripcord heppened that tong. in the
past, except fér some nighits -when it seems : Vike -
yesterday. Helcome to the Ripcord Report.

LZ oakton has been R bit heotic since ‘the. Aprtl
issue. My commander-{n~chief (Wife Glenda) and I
moved. one house up the street (note the new- address
== 11614 not 11610). Chip Collins visited in MWay
for an excellent weekend of conversation, food, ‘and
drink. Jody-Smith (A72-506; 70-71)-end his fire -

team of wife, Cindy, and children, Rene (15), Jamie

(9), ‘and Russ (15) ‘arrived on 1 July (in-time to -
help us unpack):and departed on the 4th to spend o
week: tour1ng Hash:ngton, DC._r :

1 also spoke uith Colohel Bob" Seitz (RCN & C, 2/506)
who {8 on his way to Harvard for a year as ‘a Senfor
Army ‘Fellow, and'with two classmateés of mine who .
were. in the battalions- Charlie Lieb (C & HHC;
2/506);" and Richard Scaglione (RCN 2/506).
of -you-kept -our postman busy, ‘including Cotonel:
Randy House (101st Aviatfon-and 2/508); our senior
Ripcord Association member in Operation Desert
Storm, and others (see Incoming). " :

Many thienks for-all the submiseions ‘received.  Not
all of them could be used for this fssue, But they'
uilt stay on f!le for future reports.r-

The goofy*looking uuy 4n the ¢artoon above - is* :
supposed to be ime When 1 Wes the Adjutant -for the
2/506th in the Last three months of my tour. The
battalion artist (extra duty for one of our short-
timers) made the drewing over 20 years. ago. “Enjoy,
and “Curraheel"

.....

Chuck Haukfns, Lz Oakton.

”“media got & feH details

A number
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INCOMING

_H1 chuck

I thought the R1pcord raadérs Hould ‘be interested
fn these news articles. A4 you'cen tell, the news
By but they meunt uelts

I -think the Ripcord Ropor( fs helping ug- all to-

ease the hurt we all feel over Vietnam.' [ hope the _ -
Ripcord Report will continue into the years until -

we Join our- brothers ‘on: "The Uall" in Uashlngton, B
DC. : :

'_Gary Jestes, Hampstead HD

Dear Chuck

On Memorial Day this kid brought tears to mx oyes.

- -Perhaps you €an ‘squeeze his essay 1nto the
. newsletter.

“thanks.

ArtrHitnik,'Hiupanum, ct

Deer Chuck, ‘

Enclosed are two articles of iriterest, one. is in
reference to an erticle fn the Ripcord Report about -
athletes who were in 'Nam. 1 knew about him'but
never knew his narme until I ran across this _
article. o

The second ‘article is one I ran across récently fn’
the Atlantic City Press which I think expresses 8.

-lot of Veterans' feelings.ﬂ

Enclosed 18 & donetfon, ‘Wish it could be more. -
Keep up the good wWork. Best. H!shes-

Den Esposito, Ventnor, NJ -




Dear Ripcord Report

In reference to Murphy’s Law of Combat (Ripcord
Report #29, p. 16} I offer these ten additions:
T, He may not slways be right but he’s always the
tfeutenant,
2. You can tell if he passed map- reading the first
time he calls in artillery.
- 3. Claymore mlnee don’t care Hhose side. you're on.
4. Grunts may-not be elegant but they ahe the
backbone of the army..
5. ' It’s&easier to fight & squad of HVA then to
_sleep wWith a bunch of leethes, =
&.. A full rucksack end four gallons of uater uelgh
more than some peoplé, -
7. Wrist wetches loge more tlme at. n1ght during
guard than-anytime during ‘the day. .
8. ..Anyoné who misses ‘the tdste of C- rations must
hove lost one: of ‘their ‘five senses.

while walking point with a- machette, you get
around 50°yards:to gvary eanteen of water, .
10.. High tech weepons -are the thing today, but just
thinking sbout RPGs still scares the heck out of me.

dim Griffin, Rossville, GA
Dear Chuck,
The Februery Ripcord Report‘found me still in:Saudi

Arabia, but I hope by the time you receive this
note, the BLACKJACKS will be back at Fort Hood; TX.

I am writing mainly just to thank you for making the

Ripcord Report possible. Jack Glennon, ;one -of :the
Phoenix. pilots (C/158th), does .a gimilar newsletter
to. keep all the Phoenix. Auys. together...
after my second war, ‘the fmportance of the

Yexperiences) shared by uerriors becomes more end
more. evident. ., . - s - .

After .He returned from ]raq, I began to go around to
all.my officers trying to express how important
their experiences will be to them in the future. I
advised them to write down the names: of .ell those -
they fought with, teke group photos, and ID each
member. . 1 encoureged them to reflect on the
sdverture, . My brigade was involved in two tough
fights before "GM Day -~ lost five KIAs, 14 -MlAs,
won Bix §ilver Sters, I am.so proud of these -guys,
1 hope someday there will be a BLACKJACKJSHA .
Newsletter, .

Juet uanted you to knou how- much l appreciete your
efforts. Curraheel .

Randy House, Fort. Hood JX
Deer. chuek, T -
"Erom the cornvflelde-of Nebrasks, W’

1 think you, are doing a fantastic Job. as editor -of
-Ripcord Report.  You: put, a. lot more heart.and soul
into it than 1 ever could. .Of course, my soul ..
belongs to Delta Rafders [2/501), though the Ripcord
aeeoclation Wil elueys haVe a special place in my
eart. : g i . R L

1 liked "The Enemy." Not the enemy.we met in-
person, but "The Enemy" article that you printed.
It's fnteresting to read about the Vietnam Wer from
their point of view. I am a L{ttle surprised to
find out that the sappers were considered the

-healed,

+AS. L reflectnu,a

~ this program?
+gontaining -company rosters; etci .

' “wouldibe greatly :appreciated. along ‘with comments
. about. this prcgrem from graduates.

‘set -foot.. on e track vehjcle,

second-most elite of the NVA units, Seppers could
certainly do more damage than a-recon ”"it:a

Thank you Mary E. Graves! You are absolutely right
about the indifference being very painful to
Vietnam Vets. When you are spit on or yelled at
you can yel! bhack.: When you ere treated like a
non-person there is nothing you can do,.. MHothing
at ‘all. The following is & poem that 1 read at the
Hebraska Vietnam Veterans! Reunfon 8 few years ago.

VIETNAH

For us it was the six o'clock news.
- For them it was reality.
We called for pizza.
. They catled for Medics, .
- We watched children play,
They: watehed children:die.
< ..Me learned of life. )
They learned ‘of death.”
: -‘We.served dinner,

They served thefr country.
Our passion Was success.
Their passion was survivat.
We forgot.

They cannot.

{Author Unknoun)

You see, Mary, there are othcrs out there who feel
the same way.you.do and Vietnam Veterane are being
Healed from the biggest pajn of ali -- .
indifference ~-- thanks to letters: like yours,
Slncerely. s : .

““V 'k"Bl"‘gf o | Blackman. a-,lF\’Eraieo;,filE';’,M' o

'Deer ChUCk,;jj .:=;5

1 was given your., eddﬁees byisomeone uho thought you '

might be gble .to. help meci <MY venture.

I am urlting .an article about the lnfantry Hon e

Commi ssioned officers Candidate Course (Ft.. - .
Benning, GA) that trained NEOs durfng the Vietnam
War from 1967 until 1975, ‘Could you place &

--meiterss inquiry in the Ripcord Report :for..

information .and assfistance from_former graduates,.of

i .am perticularly. interested.in. . .
class numbers, detes; :coples: of .graduation programs
This: information

Thank you sinceraly.

Leonard. Russell, Jr.,l
ME. ; 04462 . T

PS. 1 Was with the 5th Mech up on ‘the DHZ and all

our missions were. flown by the 101st.: I- Wwas With.a
mech unit and spent all my time flying. -1 never.

Deer Leonerd . HV o Sl

Consider i1t done., All readers who praduated from
the infantry Non Commissioned Officers Candidste
Course are encouraged to contact Leonard Russell at
the above address, Thanks for your inquiry -and
interest in the Ripcord Report.

Chuck Hawkins

w»
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To Sirs,

My ngme §s’ Riok H‘right I'm = platoen sergeant Hith
the 101st ABN DIV (AASLT). * I heard about the-
Ripcord. Report from & guy named Arthur Wiknik from
Higganum, CT, He sent a letter to “any Soldfer" of
tl;e 101st. He haye urftten eaoh other a couple of
times, . .

I came in the Army in f75, 501 missed Vietnam. 1
read. just about everything ‘1 can get my hands on. |
would L{ké to récelve your publication, ' If 'you have
a set rate; Just let me know. If it is by donation,
I’m sure 1 coutd scrape up a few dollars here and
there.. Therks. .= = -

SFC Rick Wright, A Co.,. 2/50‘2-_“‘,'101“_15» n‘w,'rt.
Campbell, KY ST AR o g

Chuck,

Just recalled that Tiwas to" provide a revieu of Bob
Parrish’s Combat Recoli and another non-fiction book
called 'Maverick, $eem to’ have lét you dokn on that
count. Houever,‘l will 87t down soon and shoot one
out for’ you - sorry about that -- completely
skipped my mlnd _ o

In the meen time... Here'e a little essdy I jotted
down for a'fellow who's compiling m History of
medics, 'If aryone else was a médic, or has memoriaés
of their platoon (or company) combat medics, they"
may write their recollections. and pasg them 'on. tog’
Joe Kralick; npoc," P.0. Box 1267, Ranchos, NM
87557. (4/31st, 196th Light' Infantry Brigade, and C

| o Loy, B26th- Medical Battalion, 101st Airborne =

Division, 164th Avietion Group -~ 169-172, )

Joe i par‘ti\cularly nterested in memorles involving
the t 2000 combat medics Hho uere KIA. .

1 -just finished lllustrating an orol history of the
similarities between the Afghan and Viet Wars =
(entitled’ aratgg s) for some professors at Pugot
sound Uhiversit{ should be out this fall, God
uilling.,_ il advise you og soon 8s 1 knou. '_"1:a:ke
cere. " R

Hachlnogun (Hike "H 60" Kelley}, Sacramento

chuck Haukins, Ripcord Report

Ny Scout Dog Wes' Kolto, 3845 ~and - ve: were uith the :

42d Scout Dog Platoon out of cemp Eagle, “We walked
point, in order of ‘times, fori 1y A/1-327,72) D/2-
17 cav, 3) B/1-327, 4y¢/1- 327, 5)'2/17 "Cav, 6) Hawk
Recon/2-127, 7) 3/0/1 -327, 8) 1/8/1 327, ) C/Z 327,
10) 3/327 “and 11) 1/501.

1 had many different experfenooe uith BO meny
different LTs and some CPTs; but the grunts Were ‘ALl
the same -~ good, solid people, Often, 1 would take
& turn-at night watch Just to help out, besides
watking pofnt-in the daytime,’ Koko was & good -luck
charm. We came into ‘platoons that had just kit the
shit, and nothing while We were there, "and then had
a good quiet time for @ few 'days, and 83 ‘soon as We
left, that platoon hit the shit.’ Nobody was killed
or fnjured when' Koko:'and. 1 walked point, There were
a few VC or North Vietnamese people thet got kflled
but no: us 101st troops.

John Boumen, Devenport, tA Feb -Sep- '70

Py

Bach T?*mh

Honormg Other

Soldléré

SATURD.\Y,JUNFB 1991 l
TiIE WASHINFTON Pos'r

Today heroic Amencan soldlers will !
arch:in Washington.as part of the.

-. - gplendid weleomie home they arere- -

* ¢eving nationwide: For-many-of us,

.. ferent political situation and a different -
' type:of warfare, the Amedcanswho -
. fought.in; Vietnam weréno less vatiant.

however, this is-also a day-to remember .

equally herolc American soldiers'who

fought in.ahother war—Vietnam..
Although they had to encounter a dif-

than those who foisght in the Persian

“Gulf: Those who opposed the war inthis |

7 country, howeVer, vsed many:different

- tactics to win their cause, One of these

. was the demeamng of the image of the
* 'U.8. troops in Vietnam, Another was the
" creation of a false impression;of wide- -
spread anti-American:sentiment there, . |;

The truth is that after the war, East-
ern‘Burdpeans and Russians who went to

|- -South Vietnam ofter found that thié.only
¥ way to beitreated. dedently by loca 11‘&%— ¢
~ dents was to pretend that that were

Americans, To South Viethamese and

|, Victnatnese Americans aiike, American | -

‘ ,soldlers were our defendets and heroes. e

V;ctory in the gulf war has' restored SR |
America's pride.and confidence. Thisisall |l

the more reason to review the psychclogir
cal and emotional impact left over from:

the Vietnam War, Through the defeat .
‘and victory of these wars, we learned -

" ‘much about propaganda and the: credlbm

ity of governments that exércise t. = -

The once-victorious Commnist gov-

 ernment of Vietnani is now desperately  {
" begging for diplomatic telations anddol-* -

fars from those it formerly called a~
treacherous enemy, This dlplomat:c de- .

velopmient seems inevitable and will ac-

tually benefit both countries, But it still
needs more time and consideration,

Americans should be skeptical about the .

= inotives-and actions of the. Vietnamese:. -
" government, We should use this situas
* tion to-do allwe can for the establish- -

- ment of deémoeracy and basic human' «
rights in Vietnam. That will be the final -
honor and a true victory for the Ameri- -

' cans who fought and dled there.
“The writer; aw artist who lives in

_Northern Virginia, ema_gmtedfrom -

V:etnam i# 1975.




THE ENEMY _{fb:- u:f.?:ij;gznteff f'ii

Major Malcom A% Darinep’ @@ -t Lo
Major Bitly 4i Biberstein o

Editor’s Note.‘-This article i5~from ‘the Ha -June

1969 issue of- I gfentry
. magazine, er infantrymen

.the=professioha
8. 1

"The North Vietnamese don't like it undar the

yoke of the Communigt party L. American Infantry

. Units are weak, ‘their ‘fire poder is poor and
_their egquipment is poor .., We know we cannot
defeat the Americans ‘ag ft s ‘almost impossible
" to defedt you ... We will win'the war
politically, not militerilya..." F

These .are some- of: the rendom thoughts and
views of a young Lieutepant in.the North
Vietnamese Army.who:was, Wounded:in action and:

subsequentiy captured by an: American unit in -

_ South Vietnam in 1968.

The information, vieus end opinions ‘in thie o

'articlelere those of the NYyA~ lieutenant and do -
not reflect the official’ positioh of any
Department of Defense agency. ;

This {s his story, oontinued....ai 2

Hhen We are ‘in ‘the: mountains avoiding contact

and on @ rest period ‘out most vulnerable elements

are the patrols we send out, and some of the
companfes that we have guarding our,outer

perimeter. The food Me normally have in.advance,

and the rest area will: alueys be around some
source of water, . ; .

1t is easy to diatinguish our officers during

the battle as they attack with the headquarters

element. The, headquarters element consists of
the CO, X0, radioman, and runner. The officers

don’t wear pistols or insignia of rank during the

battle and are dressed the same as each sotdier.

where there is a tack of communications. .

‘arti s
Withdraw, Artillery is also used. when ' He uant.

When moving in large units in South Vietnam
our forces do not use the existing trails.
These trails do not necessarily speed your ..

-movement up because, of. the security requirements

and fear of detection; consequently, -the . .
personnel wWeave on and off the trajls. While,
moving we have a squad linking battalions to
each other. When we arrive at a perpendicutef
trail, we break brenches to show the direction.
In thick vegetation we cut bamboo stalks and -
place them about waist high in the foilage Hith

_the pointed tip.showing the direction._ There is
"no,set. dlstence for spacing these stelks..!i

‘Prior to an attack We prepare a plan. .
Normally the recon unit has seen the area and.
cen diagram it.in detail. .This.normally is. .

given to the sapper units’ who wWill go in’ firat _
or maybe with the attacking infantry.

All units must go by this plan-and a soldier
must.execute an order-even if many. get . kiiled,"
They must lsunch the attack at atl costs, - The.
plan aluays shows . howW to:get .into the objective
area, Wwhere key points to be. destroyed are. .
Located and how best to exfiltrate.' 'Artillery

support. {s fired prior to the attack to confuse. L

and pin down the enemy. Puring the battlé”
sometimes artillery. continues firing and kills.
our own men, but this is normally done only o
If the.
enemr gets,our attacking forces. pinned. doun,;_,w L
lery is employed in order: for. them to.

to break contact or exfiltrate. o

' Thereperevaeveral reasons “Why. ol artillery
s inaccurate and not too effective. One 5"

. that we don’t get to choose the tarrain.all the
timé. - Another .resgon is because of ‘the tactics S

involved and the last reason {8 the enemy. .

' After the battle if we- have many dead, W
rest .and -bury the dead. 1t is NVA discipline-

that. you eluays try to recover & friend’s body. .

We have no religious service ‘for the dead, we.
just bury them.

by his friends, 1f a unit has suffered. lots.of

"casualties thefr morale:.is low.and replacements
That unit f{s rarely ‘used- to attack
) the same objective. . . e L

are néeded,

‘-4(

e ueed ¥ control technique to help weak”

soldiers- by organizing into..three man cells, P

The selection is not made by friendship, but by .
picking tWo ekillful men. and one weak . .ane, . c

‘1 never saw a eelf—criticism seasion and
don't know if they are effective or not, The
men in-my unit made Written. statements of self-.
eriticism but 1 just filed them fn- their -
recorda. , L }

My reconneisaance unit is usually briefed on.
our mission at least one day .prior to .moving
out, Our Fegimental: commander or the execugive .
officer briefs us on. our mission, After we = |
recefve our mission we stay together in the URit
arsa, .We never.use guides when.we are .
sonducting our. movement because -they are notat -
reliable, Guides are used by larger units only
for long diatance moves or merches, For our .

movament, We use maps .and compasses to: navigate. ..

The maps We use are 1:100,000 or 1:50,000 scale

His personal effects are kepf, =



. wWe do_not fight “in: ‘batties,
usually remain et & secure aree with the

Ry ) T B
quﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁww.;-ﬁ—;

and are French-made with-Vietnamese Writing: . Our
division supply “element“canprovide: these maps
for any area very soon‘after requeést. Normally
there: are not enough compesses or -every man. so
every third man s 135Ued a cOmpass. :

During the day uhen my -unft-is onan '
operation, we start the day at 0430 or 0530 The
necessary rations and equipment are obtained and
prepared the day before the operatioh begins.

The special aquipment we usually carry consists
of radios, ‘maps, compasses, binoculers, notebooks
and a knife. | fnspect -every man‘to include the
condition of his weapon, smmunition (90 rounds
per mand, tuo grenadés and equipment’ prior to
departure. - We move out at 0600 hours.:-During
movement to ‘thé reconnaissénce objective, wWe
usually travel about three kilometers per hour,
teking a 10-15 minute bréak -every hour.’ We
rarely travel more than e day and & half without
"sleeping., ~ Durfhg movement we keéep our ueapons on
safety becalise we--haverhed accidents with - -
triggers catching on bushes, ‘etc. -We: do not
sleep et mid- dey during movement.'- ‘

. At~ 1500 hours we: f1nd e plece to meke cemp for
the night. When we arrive -at the reconnaissance
objective, we usually sstablish an OP
approximately one or two hours distance ‘from the
objective. MNext we dispatch small teams (two or
three men} to move in es close to the objective
8s possible. 1f We possibly, can, wa try to
penetrate’ and anter the objective area to
determine the ‘éxact enemy strength and location.
.We try to locate end count the number of heavy
weapons such :as.105mm. hawitzers. and 82mm
mortars.1 If we are-successful end are not
detected Ne. uithdrau using the seme route,

We are never assisned a straight combat
--miséion to engege the enemy.
MNear Chu

team on three different occesiong. Each time I

f7a=ordered my men: to hold their fire and not.engage
" US: troops: unless we were discovered, .

discovered,. we would rgturn fire immediately and
_.attempt to disengage ahd withdraw,.. US

“‘reconngissance ‘teams aluays fire Into edspected .

. pogition end this. is not effective: as the.
discloge their own location,
are after they fire and atl we have: to do-fis- by
pass them, Often we are able to determine the: .

" reconnafsgance. ob]ective of the US team because - -
“men blown up while: disarming a-mine and have

- conly séen two of ‘my men step. on mines and _
uneither of those mines exploded 7' E _ I-f

“of these mistakes.2 'As reconnalssance personnal -
During ‘the attack we

- regimental staff Until the main body has o
- returned, - ] L :

1n ous’ reconnaissance‘of cities, we are i
normally met by locel force Liaison people at &

prearranged location within or close to the c{ty.-

The liaison people escort us to the exact .
position or tocations . to be gttacked. If there :
are several ARVN soldiers, we wear civitian
tlothes, -
‘Befored we :
reach the city, usualiy at our secret baseir the
code words are {esued: by the:Vocal -force:
underground organization ¢YCIlYy aleng with ID-
cards,

Zer T wﬂ‘”“":ﬁ“‘%mm-m %WL:::-L#)“ e

: We-are told only to
.. ..observe and report what we have seen..
' bo,. in the.western highlands of Kontlp, “one -of my
reconnaissance squads saw & US reconnaissence. - -

" genersals .
mines,

1€ We.Wene:

-anti-personnel step mine. -
Glaymore .and:. the tﬁi

: flares, -
“hag either ‘the push or pull firing deyice in: the

We know Hhere:they .

. ‘Normally we use challenge and passwords
‘to. recogniza the {iaison peaple, '

‘When we ‘compleéte: our reconnaissance mission,
we return toour unit ‘d@s gdon as possible. We’
never rely -on'efvilians or-others ‘to relay our
information. " ‘After an attack, we normally’ take
two or three Weeks off -and rest and:treat the :
wounded, “and econduct “lessons Learned” meetings.
My reconnaissance: ‘unit did not train unless we
had more than six weeks batWeen missions and 1
never experienced a lul'l lLohger than three té
four weeks,

‘When ygu do 8 good. job in the ermy you are. -
aMarded by being promoted and given a

certificate of commendation, 1 was happy when

- promoted as I Knew my: leaders: recogn12ed my good
~ -performance. -
has started glving the Medal of Victory,

Recently in South Vietnam, thedNZA
1 dv
not get.oné and none of .my men earned one.

There are no: monetery euerds givena'

. We are taught ‘and. given tra1n1ng ‘oh: send
tables ‘about American defensive perimeters in -

The Claymore “is the easfest. We have-
teceived.lots. of -training on disarming four or
five particuler mines.
the second. is the
td the groupd and trip
We also Were ‘tratned in the one that

safety pin hole, 1 have never seen-one of my

AU the US defensive ‘positfons. are very easy
to get through. ‘1 can say that I heve never

- .encountered a tough one fn .my experience. We .
_just crawl stowly through the wire, cutting the

. “bottom strands.
fnside the camp and must make a hasty

_ withdrewal, wWe use ‘wood.planks or {adders if

" available and go over the top of the wire. In
trainhing we have a man Lf¢ on the wire and we .

In case we are detected uhile

run over him but we never do this in combat
operations.
1 just’

We-have much: training. on-how. to. disarm.

-One is the small:plastic "

. . You had lost of Wire around Polei

" Kleng but it was -eesy to get thpough,
don’t think you have & defensive barrier that is
. affective agalnst us.3

]
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We have one doctor and.one medical specialist
who work at the regimental dispensary. We also
have two medics. in. the company.. - Physical
examinations .are not routine in the NVA and are
given only. when youfre ill. . The doctors in the
NVA are very.good. 'If a man loses a leg he fs
sent back to- Nerth Vietnam.. When. they go. back .
the government keeps them. .in medical centers as.
they: don’t want: the people. to see them.

When We have cuts or infections we take anti-
Infection pills to cure the infection. We do not
take any type of medication prior to going into
battle and only the doctor hes morphine.

Altthough we take the! malaria pill, most of us
have malaria, The pill' is used only to prevent
malaria, but due to the poor physical conditidns
of our -personnel, wWe often tontract. it. 1.
believe all 70 'men in my Unit had. contacted
malarie’at one time or another: .and. it uas in e
-various degrees of serfousness. S

Ve also take 81 v1tam1ns daily. Threa men in

my unit had paralysls -and-couldn’t feel pain or
- anything,  We didn”t know What this was end Just
sent .them. to the hospital, 1 never sau them
after they went to the hOSpital. :

The only Homen in the NVA Were the nurses #Kho
worked ‘in’ the hospitals snd they didnft go with
the combat units inte the battles,  We didn’t

have much sex life;in-the NVA unit,

However, .
sometimes during infiltration we met girls at
the communications and liaison statjons. in North
vietnam, Laos and Cambodia.  The girls in North
Vietnam and Lacs were usually Vietnamese. -The
girls seemed to like us and we Were nige to
them, sometimes giving them North Vietnamese

. ‘money. and gifts,
10 BE CONTINUED. ...

1. .US and ARVN mortars. were 81mm, not the 82mm

variety used. by the NVA. _

2. _ThiSwintaresting qbservafion.bynthe‘NVAf :
Lieutenant certainly does not characterize the
US recon. teams l'kneu of in the 101st.

3, The lieutenant sounds Very sure of himself

“I.Wonder; i.f any of the blood trails Leading. away
- from: the, decord defenses,. or. the pair .of. bloody

shorts. found, one, time, belonged to any of his ..
fonmen}comrqdes?prThe-record-shpusgthat there. .
were about 20 known: attempts:by:the NVA to
penetrate the Ripcord perimeter, and none of
these. were suqcessful.  There.may have been
others,. also probably unsuccessful;

Editor. .

Below. NVA recon soldiers, 1966- 69

”Photo from Infantry Magaz1ne, 1969
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zHY RECOLLECTIONS. OF STEPHEH SHlTH,t
.- COMBAT MEDKC o

By Hichael Kelley
June 18, 1991

SMITH, Stephen T., "Doc Smitty," lndienapolis, .
Indiana,. Specfatist,. Fourth Class, HHC, st
Battalion, 502d- Infantry,: 101st Airborne Division,
Attached to D Company-. - e

WOUNDED 16 SEP 70
DIED OF HOUHDS 21 SEP 70

Doc smitty was the leet of: three medics uho Here
attached: to my platoon (3d Platoon, D/1-502d. Inf):
between: November. 11969 and: September- 1970, . ‘He joined
us jn.the Late. spring:or early summér of: 19?0-

was: from- Indfanapolfs;. and:tiked-to' talk sbout- a
red, 1965; Pontiac GTO0,- that: Was: stored-fn:his--
‘Natupally;:he uas an:-Indy 500 fan as: uell
He told us that ‘he.was the: only adopted son'of an:
elderly couple who were slready.in their seventies
when- he/d -left- for-Vietnam.: -L!m-not: sure whethar-ha

Was. .a.Conscientious Objector, but 1;don’t racall him

every carrying any ueapone except, perhaps, .45

Smitty was about six feet tell, siender, end prone
to-embellishing his stories so much that I.had:a.
diffieult time, belithng anything he safd.. Seems we
were ‘all  prona to bending the tryth e tad;. .but it

wasn’t ‘regarded. as a maJor:charatter flaw. in our den
-of thieves . ‘

Thie: 165 670 might have even been:a:
fiction, but it was the kind of dream we were all
hanging onto, and we-all.overiocked. his. liberties

-#ith the truth because the. dreams were. the only

things. that could transport.us home.. He wore-

glasses, had derk, straight hair,. and was: sporting a

-thin. mustache ‘et the time of his .death; a .vague .
‘memory. of .a slight Lisp eticks with me too, though

I’im not sure of that.

1 remember: hin doﬂng'uei[ uhen We took some .

~ Mecormick),

had to.

1. elso

without. & medic for the: following. week: :

casualties. in:lata August 1970, Wa.were working a-
steep, boulder- -strenn ¢reek:bed when two.of .our men
were .injured, . One suffered-a head wound (Benle s
Hright), .and: another .& ¢racked.sternum (Norm. ... ', -
There were o' LZs within reach, po we'
had to.have both extracted. By a hovering Medevag -
Huey which dropped:first & basket for Wright,: end
later. a -jungle penetrator for McCormick,. .. .-

1t was.an exceptionally dangerous and difficult
extraction; the. Medevac. had. trouble: finding us, and

height:
timel.

fn one
to the

for what seemed. an extraordinary. length. of ;
Smitty took. care. of the guys and got them- out
piece, although most. of ‘the credit has to go
skill and courage of the Huey Crew, B

remember en incident uhen we. Were uorking an
area. south of Firsbase. ARSENAL {n.June 1970, He
were. crawling on our hands and knees through some .
thick bush when. the. point men crewled fnto a e
hornet’s nest and got the hell: stung .out: of him, =
Smitty scooted into the thicket and pulled him out,
but in the process: managed:to .piss -off. more than &
few hornets himself! .Each.yictim then claimed -an--
allergy to bee stings, thus forcing us.to both blou
our cover by catling. in.a medevac,: and to work
Nafther: -

~-BRICK -about: 25 kilometers-south.of -Hué,

“smountain.

order to track. him,: :
gompany . to move later that afternoon, the chopper

hover like. & sitting “duck at .an: extraordlnery_
. company.

_his mind, but he would net bend.

‘casunlty .sufferéed much more: thah:e: few days rest at
‘the 85th ‘Evac Hospital as .a result; which’prompted
-gome’ grumbling speculation: that they were both Just
a couple-of malingerers (we were:usualiy-Jealous:of
-anyope whom we: suspected might be getting euey uith
more: ‘than: We.wWere), -

During the last week in August, or the first ueek
in September,: 1970, ‘the. entire battalion: CAed:-
Chelicopter- combat. assault) onto abandoned Firebase
" Early in-
the assault, two helfcopters had: been;.shot -down,

-ond: their debris littered the edges of the landing

zone: as: We:-arrived. . From that ‘point.on we bumped-
into Chuck (the:enemy) and hia: boys. almost every
day;: ‘the: war -had.been &. picnio for most of :my: tour,
but things changed in a hurry after we re- opened

VFirebese BhIcK Was: perched atop 8- hUge mountain
“mass gome five 'miles:south:oftolr usuat :AD (aréa of

operations),-and 1’ recall watching F-4¢ bomb and
napalm it:for days prior to .our being told we would
assault  it, .As We-watched, a: Lot of Us axpressad-
our--pity:for -whatever: American untt:might"have'been
involved. The day:before our CA, we were'given naw

maps:.and:- thé grid co~ordinates .of 'our objective.
: Imagine our surprise when we plotted the grid-and

realized . that we-were to become ithe unit wWe'd been
pitying! -We were: rattled to sey the leeot.

As soon as the company uas dropped in, ue saddled*
up -and_headed down an-eastern ridge-of the :
For days we ‘explored the edst and
northeastarn. fingers of ‘that hill mass, and

_practically: svery dey We bumped into. thusk;:-or.

found ‘his recently vacated bunker complexes end
supply oechee.z.A Lo legd :

: uhiLe bivouecked ae a: full compeny on: 15 September,

We spotted an enemy soldier scouting:our posftion,
and as a result, were sent a three man dog team in
‘When 1t -came: time for ther:

scheduled to pick up. the scout dog: team: was delayed -
such-that the 3d Platoon. got deft behind to. Secure
the team’s.-eventual ‘extraction: that evening: 'By::
the -time ‘we’d seen the dog: team off, it was:too
tate for.us to find .and:- join: the: remainder of ‘the

:"oompany, '80: ‘We -moved a few hundredametere from the
';:Lz end eet up for the night. : BoLE i

“lnaSmuch es tho ontire oompeny was: to be extrected

the next day_(16 ‘$eptember) anyway; it struck us
that it would make good sense for our.platoon to be
picked up from tha LZ which we'd secured for the
dog team’s -extraction, rather than having us hump
all the next morning. Just to:cateh up with the:

1t made .sensé. to. Us, but:notito captein
Rader.- The captain was right; the LZ near.us was °
probably .under: enemy observation .and potentially . = .
lethal, Still, we made several attempts to change'
smitty and l -Were
to pay a heavy price for the captein's good P
judgment.

on- tho morning of 16 Septomben, ue moved out end
finally met the balance of:the compeny-along a ..if
beautiful, stoney . creek;, thet/reminded. me much (of a"

gtream: 1'd fished as: o ehild neer ! Montreal,; Caneda,

We stopped; bathed in: the stream,. and filled our
centeens; it was a pleasant and pefreshing break, .i

We then veered off-the trail bordering the creek,
and. atarted busting-trail up the -hiil. that was ‘to. -




be our LZ the .morning of 47 September. At the
hill!s base: we ceme upon a. bunker -complex that had
signs of recent heevy contact all about it. - It was
.an eerie place, and should have alerted us: to-the
probability that good soldiers would ‘certainly mine
gn LZ which sat atop a hill being used: as:thefr base
camp. . :

Blind .to -that:warning, we struggléed up the mountain
and- crested it sometime. in the. late afternoon. 1t
was a‘hot, difficult.ctimb, and:we were soaked:with
sWeet and: exhausted by the time: we'd: reached. our
objective. . After-a-short break ¢during which I ate
a: cah. of ‘pineapple bits), 1 had my squad begin .--
setting up. for the -night; the first-order of
business was to put olt -trip flares and claymore

mines es-our fnitfat line. of defense.:

-1 was:teaching a nei squad-member (a red-hsaded kid

who “had::only been -in-country a:few-days)” how: to:put:

:out thie claymore, “and wes teiling him to inspect: the

- ~entire defense ‘every night to-make sure:the’ Job had

"been doné ‘right, when 1 -heard Smitty call ' my hame
from somewhere behird me, . | turhed to greet him,
but was-puzzled :to: disoover ‘that he wasn!t wereihis
-voice had-been; he was nowhere:in sight, ahd-{t-:
confused me greatly.: §imultaneously, it seemed as
though 'someone had«taken & handful of soft dirt and
Lightly tossed it::into my face. "What sort.of:idiot
would pull such a stupid practical Joke?" was'the
first thought through my mind,

Nothfhs madeéhﬁch{séhse'af tHat'pdfnfi' I had not

heard any -explosion:(both:eardrums had:been ruptured .

by the blast), and it wWwasn’t until. 7 got- the first .

whiff. of the explosive-that I :bogan to unddrstands . .

the ‘magnitude of- the.moment. I put:my hand 'to. my:
forehead .and felt what I thought were pellets from a
claymore mine, "oh, shitiv 1 thought, YA claymore
cooked: off :accidentatlyl” - In that instant,1 KreW I
was:about todje,: . oo T e o s Lo ey

I turned beck to the: redheaded kid,: onty to find him
standing as if frozen, staring at me wlith his mouth
wide open -in shock. Then I looked down st my own
torso and found myself transfixed by the oddly
~copper-~colored streams: of blood that were ¢ssoading
out of my-chest. and stomach, I didn’t ‘feel even-a
twinge of: pain,. yet I was ‘certain that I was ‘sbout
toidie.: I Weht to my:knees, then over on my:back,

snd. simply waited for the:lights to ‘go' out: ‘A-graat -..

calm came &ver me, as theugh 1’d reached the end ‘of
8: long Journey;. Ifélt much sadness ‘when.:1 thought
of how the news would: impact. my: femily,: but not ‘a:.
stitch.of -pain.or fear. . .- . sEoa

Hany-facéébcéﬁe:ahdfuénfifrbmjththarnoﬁing~tunnéL
of Light above me. ‘¥ recall ‘ohe belonging toa

medic from:.our gistar. platoon, and it wss ashen with

fright and-shock, + He tried to start: an.-IV, but:
couldn/t... He seemed a 1ot more firghtened than I
was, and-I remambar feeling sorry for him. At that

point; 1'm told, thay replaced him with a ﬁedic from.

another platoon,: -

Unbeknownst to me, Smitty’s unfortunate step had
found a rather large enémy mine.,. T was later told
that he’d been blown at least 30 féat into thelair
and 'slammed backwaids:into a-large tree. At- that °
pofnt, his: body elid down the treers trunk, finally
coming to .rest- among its roots; sitting up and
facing -out -from tts base.: “He was so covered with
dirt and debris:that he could not be ‘{dentified
until some.time ‘later. ‘A friend of mine, Ron

Johnson, ‘recalls that when they Lifted him tp a
stretcher, his legs were like mush; as though the
bones had been liquified.

. . .
Smitty’s good friend, Howard (Chico) Mikkali, told
me another part of the story. - Mikkeli was the
pletoon leaderts radio men (RTO) and Doc was the
platoon medic, so it was customary for both to
sleep: at the Command Post (CP) With the platoon
leader.:  Because of ‘that status, both were usually
exempted: from the drudgeries -of setting up:our

night defensive positions, and - that-day was no
-exception.

While the rest ¢f us set our mines out that
evening, Chico and Doc decided to play some cards,
but discovered that neither of: them had a- deck,:

They' were so-‘éxhausted from ‘the hump up thé-hill
- that they flipped:a coinh ‘to- decjde - which of them

wouldwWander through- the: pletoon-erea to locato a
deck - Smitty -Lost. ' Oh,” how Smitty Lost! - And
Chico ‘lost too,: because!:doubt he:will ever -*.:
recover from the ‘effects of that ‘coin-toss, and-the
"what 1fs" of that timeless moment. -7 - .+ -

_After fashioning a Litter from sticks:and- ponchos,

myifriends carried me to-the 'LZ. I simply assumed
that I was the . only serious inJury, We.passed a =~
group of soldiers, and I gave a moment’s tholght to
waving, then decided it wesn’t a good idee because
they might. be -spooked by the memory 'of & dying man
waving'his:last. .goodbye to theml . Soon after. . . -

“reaching:the clearing, we were met by the ‘heavenly
sounds:of. the Medevac. frantically thumping its ‘wasg
-toward: our position. 'With:that sound ceme the
firstighimmer-of hope:that Limight survive: the-day.

- Thé*uedeééc'lahaedLQEIHHas iiteﬁatty_thrqﬂh'oh.its

floor -and:‘then; ‘to my ‘aurprisey left alone with my
thoughts. The helicopter Juat sdat ‘there, and:it-

- Wag ‘my::;perception.that no ohe was paying even-the

-

slightest attentioni tome. ¥What the hell is-going

"on?™ I thought, “Let’s get thisg damn ‘thing moving!¥

Suddenily, there was a flurry of sctivity, during
which someone was loeded in the litter above:me, °f
had-rio” idea who ¥t -was, ' [¢m not" even sureé L4
‘at- that ‘point; 1 ‘Just wanted to ‘get moving. At

Last :we lifted of f,-'and perhaps tén minutes later -

flared into the ‘landing pad at the 85th-Evacuation
Hospital at Phu-Bai, Just south .of ‘Hué, 1*d-once’
del{vérad some mail: to‘the emefgency room that | '

'théh-fﬁuhdfmyéélffbéfndfbarrétéd?intbu'hnd'r'rebalj-".

reflecting .on that :frohy &8 ‘they wleeled me "in.

During the flight, the two medics were givinhg

‘someone above me ‘all thefr attention, and: that '~
.baffled me-a:little. I -was finding it harder: and
‘hsrder to breathe :(fragments had perforated both
‘lungs), and finally yanked one of the pant-legs in

front of my face. A medic ben down: and ssked me
what was wrong, and whan 1 ‘told him, he found and -
handed me s small oxygen bottle and mesk. “Hotd
this to your tate," he told me, "this guy i& in bad
shape, and we need to work -on: him." “When I’ heard: :
those Words, it finally dawned oh me that '} really-

wasn't ‘going to: die; the other guy was in bad,
ahape, 80 1" must”be in_better.shspa!:;f-*f'%ﬁ'

In 'the: emergency room,: the medevee scenarioc-wag <°
repeated. ‘ The Mother guy" was fn a-litter off to -
my: left, and he had' at laast eix people hovering '~
over him, while 1 was‘left with s lone Spec/# who' '

kept asking ma what seemed to-be a serias of« "

ared
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incredibly dumb'questiens*(uhhﬁte:your,name?, Do vou
Want us to notify your.-folks?.::"Are you out:of your
f__king mind?": 1 was: thinkingsy:

1 woke up in the intens1§e care ward.some time
later. 1 have no fdea how much tater, or whether it
was day or night. At the end of my bed .were.a-

corpsman and a nurse discussing the fact that Jimmy -

Hendrix had just died. . Jdimmy Hendrix. -wes dead? I
simply couldn’t believe my ears; the scene wag so
surreal’ that for-a few moments I actyally thought 1
Hafldead, and had been delivered to the gates. of
Hel by . : :

It was agLong time, T mean hours end hours after 1

- .Woke Up, before they wheeled Smitty into IC, and !
o finally. realized who ‘the "other guy" was. They put
. his bed naxt to mine, and to my right.

Doc Smitty was a; mess. Belou the- Haist he»uas
o Uittle mone than human Hreckage, ‘pure hembur.er ;
" Above: the. waiet (excepting his. hands),. not a single
-Wound: Wwas visible, . -Both legs-had been removed above
the knees, and his.genitals were gone, es was & good
part of both hands. He had huge baby diaper-like .
pads wrapped around each gtump, and they seemed to
fill with blood every few minutes. The nurses kept
pumping unit efter unit of blood Inte the poor
bastard, but it just seemed to be geing in one end
and out the other at the seme speed. I donft: -
remember any time during the next feu days that
gomeone Wash’t wWorking on him.

Through it all, Smitty kept giving encouregenent to

" me =~ "Don't Norry, Kelley, He'll be DK "owa but 1

,- o % S
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could only ned and mUmble in return. “Tubes
protruded from every orifice of my body, so . ©

- mumbl ing .and fodding was the best I could do,

Although 1 probably Looked tike hell, 1 recald. very :
little pain at all.  In-fact, I felt fine, and: it

was ‘Smitty” who' Locked: like death warmed over to me;
yat there: he :was trying to bolster my spiritsl It .
was very exasperating, and 1 evoided looking his

" way es much to avoid his attention as- to. avoid the
" horror of his condition. o

On the morning of 21 September- they: told me Doc's
kidneys had failed and .that they were going to fty

‘him down to the 3d Field Hospital in Seigon, to
“ what- 1 remember them saying was the only dialysis

unit in Vietnam, (It still strikes me as odd that
after six years of combat, there was only one
dialysis unit availeble in all of Vietnam. Can
anyone confirm thatt?) .. They bundled him.up-and took
him to. the plane on the: pearby runway. My memory

< fa-yery. vague as to; whether. he was. copscious Bt the
. time, but. I. have. no memory- of .our saying goodbye to

one  another, and uould guess that he was not.

Some.hours: Leter & nurse. came. up to me. and quietly
told me that he had died during the flight. There
were tears in her eyes. I told her thet [ was gled
that he had died, and- that hiis suffering had ended.

. She thought about what 1’d said for a moment, and
'then=sa$d that ‘she understood'uhat 1 meant.

Those are ny memoriea of Stephen I. smith, combat
mediC.

Left. M-60-Machine
Gunner.  Photo from
Infantry Magazine, 1969.
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The tadpole and the snake are a
team—a team that the:.enemy dreads-and
fears, and a team that brings an
expression. of joy to friemdly forcesiin -
need of some -additional firepower.~In. -
military jargon, tadpoles and+snakes: are-

“officially’* called pink teams, but don’t
let the softness of the pastel fool you.

A pink team is made up of several
helicopters, each serying a distinetly
different, mtcrdependent role. The role
each “bird" plays is dependent on the
mission, Pink teams: are used in aerial
reconnaissance and - in - close«n  fire
. support for the ground troops. . -

During ‘armed ‘aerial reconnaissance
_missions, sometimes right down at tree
_ top-level, hover- light observation
hehcopters {LOH) which are desig-’
nated the OH-6. The LOH or white bird.
is ~a -small' ‘helicopter which looks and
* maneuvets like- a tadpole, darting left,
quickly up then down, swish right then -
stationary again, The l1ttle bird holds an’
observer and a pllot, They. e -always
looking, searching the jungle and valleys
for signs of the enemy. -

Protecting the LOHs are the red birds,

- the. AH~] Cobras, the ‘hell-bringers, The

. ‘Cobra is-a guiiship, 1t is armed with 2,73
inch rockets, 40mm grenades. and

minjguns that are’ capable of laahmg out:

R Ciwith a continuous stream of lead The
: 2 ' - “snake” dives in delivering a stinging bite. -
- I o ) : ' - to enemy ‘bunker complexes, caches,
' o Co : ’ i bridges anhd troop  concentrations: The“-
gleek Cobras with their fierce firepower
o ' .. capabilities orbit near observation ships,
v ' “When an LOH pllot or observer spots
TR . something he calls in a gunship to engage-
! " the target with fire, L
Nearby the LOHs and the offensive
gun - platforms ~ circle slick chase birds,
UH-1 -Hueys. The "slick’” is a  trouble
shooter, Never do the eyes of the men in
/ . O T : : a chase bird let the little birds out of
LA ' oo i T sight, If - something should happen, a
' P ' chase bird .can swoop. down, pick up
downed pilots “and be a:rhorne again -
within seconds, _
The' job of the Jittle . blrds while on
reéconnaissance {s closesdn observation, In
the 2nd Squadron (Airmobile), 17th
Cavalry, the. scouts in the observation
helicopters are known as the “Eyes thh-._
fTf:cth ” . :

13
W With his friend the tadpole in segreh of their prey.



The Snake up high and the Tadpole down low,

“I’ve pot two more bunkers five by
five,” reports an aerial scout to a Cobra,
“Oh, I've got another 8 by 10 and
about 6 deep, Activity within 24 to 48,
I've got a hut down there too,” the scout
adds. The scout drops a marking grenade
on the spot and pulls out of the way,

Then the Cobras roll in to destroy the .

enemy -positions with rockets, cannon
and miniguns. A large cloud of smoke
rises above the once-tranquil enemy
location.

Again the LOH takes a look, “You got
it. Not much lefi. Nice job,”

Another mission of the pink team.is to
provide quick aerial fire support - for
ground (roops in contact with the enemy.
The mountainous terrain and the vast
triple-canopy jungle of the 1Q1st area of
operations can cause problems for
conventional fire support. Field artillery
may find it impossible to hit targeis on
the reverse slopes of mountains or in
valleys between mountains.

Cobra pilots have direct visual contact
with the target and the ordnance carried



is of the direct fire type, Rugged land
features do not interfere. The pilot can
see both enemy and friendly forces. On
dives earthward, a Cobra gunner can fire a
series of rockets in pairs to land just
above the friendlies-right on the enemy
concentration., He can then pelt the
enemy locations with 40mm grenades.

The music box (minigun) on an LOH
can also spray lead on enemy positions as
the bird darts back and forth over the
engaged forces. The white bird performs
reconnaissance observation for his
partners and ground forces.

Pink teams also play a major role in
protecting troops being inserted onto
landing zones (LZ) or rappelling into
jungle thickets. The Cobras and LOHs can
provide instant suppressive fire if the
troopers on the LZ come under fire.

They look like tadpoles and snakes.
And though most troops call them pink
teamns, to the enemy they are **‘Red Hot.”

0

Spitting his deadly venom from the sky.



‘Rules of war make it a game for Murphy

By MIKE HARDEN. .
* Beripps Howard Nawa Sewlce

',.‘J
"There are only two rules in war," ex-

plained: vetired ‘Army Sgt. let Class ‘Wayne-

- ?’hlpps of Lockbourne;Ohio. *Rule No, 1: Thers
~ dre no rules. Rule No. 2; See Rule No, 1. 4
*Those two rules notwithstanding, Phipps, a
former helicopter door gunner wha pulled 2%
tours in Vietnam with the 1st Air Cavalry from
‘1867 to 1970, has collecied a set of rules or laws
of combat from his 21 years in the Army, .
' Heiswriting a book citing o1l of hislaws and

offering a personal expenence supporting the :

fruth of each,
-Many of thelaws, which Phipps has collect-

- edfroma variety of sourcesoverthe  years, have _' :

& Murphy’s law ring to them,

“Sluce my first day in the Arniy " he sa:.d. ;

"I've known about-Murphy, Murphy is compa-
. rable to a gremlin in that he is part of your
- imagination and ls-always capable of commit-

- ting any -error known to mankind or equip- . -

ment, He always seems o to have everything go

-wrong. If-there:is-a way to foul up any given -

{tem or sltuation, Murphy. can do it and will.”
Although there is certainly nothing amus- .

.~ dng about combat, anyone who has experienced
- it.knows that-one of the most frequently em.

.‘ployed defense mochamsms for: maiutaimng

one's sanity is the gallows humor that grows in
a war zone. -
. Phipps was kird enough to.provide me with
a'list of his laws of combat. Here is a sampling:
¢ The easy way 15 elways mined,
¢ The enemy diversion you are ignoring is
the main attack.

® No operations plan survives firet contact

intact,
o Ifit's stupid and.{t-works, it ain't stupid.

® When you'vesecured an area,don’t forget .-

to tell the enemy.
® Tracers work both ways, |
¢ Incoming fire has the right of way. .

@ Make it too tough for the enemy to get.dn,

and you can't. get outi*

_® Profeasionals are: predictable, but t.he

“world i full of ‘dangerous amateurs,

¢ When you're forward of your positib:n; the 2

artillery will be short,

.9 Theonly thi,ng more acourate than hacom- .

ing enemy fire is-incoming friendly fire, -

- ¢ ]f the enemy is within range, eo are- you.
® Racollless rifles aren't, .

#:Suppressive fire won't. . .
¢ If you ra short of everything except the. o
enemy, you're it the combat.zone - U
#:Never: draw ﬁre, Ib irritates everyone
a.round you. L
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TAKE A NUMBER

@ There 5. no such thing as a perfect plan, - -

¢ No combat-ready unit has ever passed
inspection,

¢ No inspection-ready unit has ever passed
combat,

¢ Fortify your front, and you'll get your rear
shot up,

#When in doubt, empty your magazine.

- @ In war, important things are simple, and
all simple things are hard,’ :
" #Don't look conspicuous. It draws. five.
@ Weather ain't neutral,
‘# Teamworkis sssential. It gives them other

‘people to shoot at.

. ®Nevershare a foxhole with unyone braver :

-than you, -
e Remember, your weapon was made by the .° .

lowess bidder. -

o All ﬁve-sacond grenade fusas are thrae .

seoonda. o
“ o1f your attack 18 going really well, 1t’s an
ambush. . _ .
" o You are ot Superman. wﬁh G
. ®'There ls always a way. '
" ‘o li'snot theone-with "your niame on 1t”you

~ worry-about, It is theone addressed' "To whom

it ma Loncern.”
mart bombs have bad daya. t.oo.
0 Mines are equal-opportunity weapons.

o Trytolook’ unimportant. They may be low

.. ‘OD /mmo, .




| LOgs Of war win
support for shnne

Sherrard woman wants

- memorial for K 9 Corps‘ ;

- By Doug Sf;horpp
QUAB-CITY. TIMES: -

SHERRARD o — A Sher~-

. mrd woman hopes o Boe o nOW
war monument-etected, not to
the brave frien who served our

: nation, but to man 8 brave bast

- Chrls Walkowic? is vico pmal-
* " dent of the National War Dog-
. Memorial Project, Inc,, based in
.- Fayettovilla, N.C., whare the
" idea was developed by disabled
- Vietnam vetoran Joe White..

" "He.fools his life was saved by

his dog, Ebony, who' sgerved’ 250

- ynissions with-Joe over in Viet-
pam,” shie;said of White, who .
wasd a scout dog handler,

. The scout dogs “saved many,
™ many tives, They-figure ap addi-
tional 10,000 lives would have |
been lnst without the eanine -

- gorps .., They say dogs- reduce
“easualtieshy 65 percent.”
The organization wenta to
taise-about $1 miltion for the
_mpmorial, whish would honor .

‘thé 40,000 dagﬁ who have served, |

America in. four wats. They

v would like:to seeit-built at. the

“entrance of Arlington National

Cemetery. but need congresslo-
.l approval..

Ponations toward. the project,
‘which: result in-dogs bél %
enlisted symbolically inthe KO
Corys, range from. $3-$300 and
¢an be dent to'the Nationa] War
Dog Memodal Project; Iné,, P.O,

< tion, contact Walkowlcz at R.R.

-1, PO, Box CA33, Sherrard. Iik,
61281.
Walkowicz got. involved in the
iject because: of het longtime
nterestin.and Jove of:dogs: She

: {s*n:dog breeder, has written five’ )

- bopks:about canines:and. ia a

: masgazine columnist,

ince White:enlisted. her help
1ast: year, she hag:bein cam-
“:paigning actively to raise public
awareness. about the canine
corps .accomplishkments,

They were-trained to:do vari-
ous things, They would start out
in front of'the men, looking for
bombs, booby traps; mines and
the enemy,” she suld

-~ *Some-of the-dogs. froto Viet- o

" \nam were given to-the South
Vietnamese army aftor we left,
" Putimost-of the doge ware.-
-slaughtered, along withi ped ‘Ble,
by the N orth Vistnamese,

- want to mnke sure these dogs

" are not fnrgotben.

The above article was

of Davenport, IA

113 4 ,Vr

?Speaking of "Dogs of war“.-~ check Qut the guy
combat is a" bitch, and

on: the right

‘War is hell;

submitted by John Bowman

[

dry feet are & number one necess1ty

" Editor

Cry "Havoc!" and Tet;911p thésdogs of war,

Shakesbeare:

:"=ﬁﬂ”“¢#ﬂﬁ$”??ﬂ*ﬁ$”ﬁ¥$y§zn&‘¢234ﬁawc;*k

Ju11us Caesar

111, I, 1599
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OUR FLAG

THEY STEFPED ON OUR FLAG
A5 IT LAID ON THE FLOOR
THEY DURNED QUR FLAG
WHEN WE WENT TO WAhR

WHAT IN THE HELL WERE WE FIGHTING FOR
BUT THE RED, WHITE AND BLUE!

SHE'S THE SYMBOL AROUND THE WORLD
THAT TALKS OF FREEDOM WHEN SHE IS UNFURLED

WHY DID YOUNG MEN GIVE UP THEIR LIVES
WHY DID HUSBANDS LEAVE THEIR WIVES?
50 THAT THE FLAG COULD FLY FREE AND PROUD
NOT TO BE TRAMPLED TO THE GROUND!

WHERE IS YOUR HEART, AMERICA?
THAT FLAG IS YOUR S5YMBOL
NOT A MAT FOR A FEW

IT'S TIME WE STOOD UP AND SALUTED OLD GLORY
DON'T HASTEN HEE DEATH
OR WE WILL BE SORRY

50 PRAY TO GOD

SHE WILL FLY HIGH AND FBEE
FOR WITHOUT HER

FREEDOM S NO VOICE IN BISTORY
F_y P2 2231
N AL WERTH
B-CO. 2/501st. -
101st. AIRBORNE DIV.

o
\

=

F

VIETNAM 1969--70°'
RE-UP HILL APRIL 1970
{RIPCORD A».0.)

1ND

Above. C-ration
meal container
top. Sgt. Tangard

Left. A Shau
Valley, picture by
Bill "Doc" Payne
in Summer 1970.
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exclusively des1gneg ta ho Id the Vietnah Yeterans National Medal, All moving parts
“are Swiss made, g
This spectacular medal is not & repraduction l:iul the quthentic medal as issued by the
1,5, MINT, Appearing on the teverse side Is'the phrase, “Tn honor of those men and

women who quftbmtmhangﬁ"mtabmndanmqundmcemghwttbe- '

world this medal 15 struch by net of congress 1984,

The uniqueness and limited quantity produced Wil Insure s success b5 o callectors e,
Hand painted to the. diglis e POW *MIA emblem with the words, FORGET NEVER,
All phases of design and marketing done by Viefam veterans. A porhon of oll proceeds
: wnf be foncled T Paogsgj OME.FREE

LUDEDWiTH EVERY ORDER. To
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Attributed to S1r Uilliam Hapier,**u.: _—
1785~ 1860 : -

First there is the All-Highest [the -, .
Kaiserl then the Cavairy officer, and
then the Cavalry Officer’s horsé., 'After -
that there is‘nothing, rand:aftép nothing;ﬂ

the Infantry Officer.

Pre-1914 Imperfal German Arm? apothegm

The Infantry, the Infantry, with dirt
behind their ears,

The Infantry, the Infantry, can drink
their wejght..in beers;

.. -The Cavalry, the Artillery, and the God«

" damned: Ehgineers: .

t':”Can never beat the’ Infehtry tn a hundred'

thousand” years.

American infantry song, early 20th .
century

The contest is always man to man, to end

With; everything in national defense is
designed for that purpose and it has got
to be that.

' .One Hell knoun Briaadier aluays phrases his requirements of. the

_.-ideal:;infantryman. as "athiete, stalker, marksmani®
- Ifttle inclined to put it on-a loWer plane and to say that the.

qualities of a successful poacher, cat burglar, and gunmen uould

- Sir Archibald Uavell, “The Trainina of the Army' for Uar," Feerary

' Look ‘at an infantryman’s eyes and you can tell hou much uar he has

: ﬁhf

‘I-aliays feel. é

.
e | Lo
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