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baok in cnoulauon _Many tlmnkq l‘& the p'1~ L o o By RObelﬁ" C.Lorbeer - - R

tience and:support shown by.all the' Ripcord : ' ' '
:Assocmtlon membel s for the past 24- months

News! tlm Boa1 1 , 7 OAKLAND, Cilif.~I think that there were two reasons for thé lumber of

Mriendly Ffire’ casualiics i Desert Storm: (1) the tr oops were in ar mored
l’ubilshel oo ) personnel car tiers (APCs), and (2) the short duration of the llghtmg did
- _ not give (he’ tloops an Oppmtumty to learn the sound of indoniing; "
. pi-ﬂ“k,Marslml- : ' ' APCs'are a large tar get carrying severak troops, ammunition, explot
sives and fucl When 4 lound hit one 01" thcse velnclw it caused a numbcl
of casialties,” " -~

In Vietnain, I'did hothiave any polsom] experience’ w1th APCS bul I8
my undctslanclmg (hat the troops’ leatned to ride.on the outside of the
" “yehlclésto prevent a laigd aumber of casualties should:the APC be hit by
D o B rotket profolied grenade (RPG). Those of us who were walking in the
(_ih!a'w'lés'l?'. Hawkins . - jungles’ recelved some protection from the trecs and terrain was well.as
— — ' “bélng tiore spread out than those riding in or on ap:APC, . -

~ Hearingsthe Sodiid of ilicoming, is something that pr obably cannot bc '
o tdught i Basic, AI'T of & the Infantry Schoo), One has to.get shotata few
times beforé ohe' learns the differences in. the sound of a round that is

¥

" Contributling Editors . commg in that is going to land close or is going to pass overhcad
CUEE L e T - Shontly after | amvecl in Vietnam'in September 1970, 1 was at Camp
John “Custer™ Mihalko S Evans and’ a buck sel gmnl and 1 went over to the cleaners to pick:up our

o Iaundly Just as we entored the laundry, the VC started faunching some
|, mortars and 1ocke{q at the Camp Hvans airstrip. Therounds were passing . [}
St dn ectly over our headt;, and my immediate reaction:was to run for the

. , - nem cst bunker. The sergéant gave me my first sombat-lesson. ; '
" Ray “Blackie” Blackihan e ho]leted at e to stop and fisten. Ile knew mstmctwely that the .

' ,'Con,tulmec_! on page 9
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: lhe Rlpc(nd Repm tis: gull publtshcd and mallecl rrce of chal peto mcmhcls of thie: qssocntlon There ale 1o, membel shlp cluos qnd
the onty miembership requirement is-an interest i lhe Battle-of' Rlpcold and thc vetu ans who served thére. o
“Fo cover publishing costs we rely solely ot your contributions. - o
~Submissions of articles, retrospectives, book reviews; and other: ltems ot‘ mtelest are encouxagcd Plewee mc]udc 1ctum postag,e fo;
~ltemns (photographs; etc.) that you want back.
‘Advertising is acéepted ona limited basis at NO CITARGE. Current: lmi!mg list 1ccnplcnts number about 200 :
Unless otherwise protected by copyeight, tepx ints of lwwslettei ar tlcles and olhel mfonmtlon is authorized so long as the somce is
appropriately credited. : e i , A . .
Please'make chiecks of money orders payable to: RIPCORD Assoc;almn,l [
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~In tlle Nuvs, Ihen,
" Analysis, Now

" The following article comes courtesy of
George Pourchot (D/1-306) of Arling-
tot, Virginia. George didn’t have the
date or source of the article, but it made
the AP wire and was probably writien
sometime around 23 July 1970,

How It Was At Ripcortl

CAMP EVANS, Vlelnam (AP)——A twm—
rotor Chinook helicopter hovered over

Fire Base Ripeord, its sling of-attillery. -

shells swaying over the ammunition
dump. Rifle fire tore through the fuse-
lage, and the big bird caught fire.

It fell, rolled on its. side and burned,

One crewman was trapped, screaming .

for Elld Sevm soldlels dashed, over to

try to dlg Ium out, but the he'lt was too

muah for them

It.wwras ﬁs'rth‘er out‘t'lm.'n 1]1'e 101st

had beenin miore than a:yearyand -

the ememy objected to Ripeord’s
presence from the start,

" Thén thie aiimuiiition dump started to
go. The explosions Kiocked out alf slx
[05mm howitzers nearby aild most ‘of

the-shells for them, inchiding some téar -

gas crystals whose funies niade the men
on Ripcord miserable. Mostof (hem hdd
lost-{lielr gas masks in the weeks of in-
cessant shellmg

“T'hat was ‘last Sqtmday Bng Gen.

- Sulney B, Berly; acting conmmander of ..
the 101st Airborne Division begai think- -
ing about pulling: hissinen: off the bare. -

1,000«fcot peak they called Ripcord,
Without the 1035s, officers said, the base
would be hard to defend,

The 2d Battalion, 506th Infantry, 3d
Brigade moved into Ripcord April 1 to
fight the North Vietnamese amny on its
own ground, the mountainous jungles

north of the A Shau Vallcy, 25 1111](.,5.‘

west of Hue.
. M was farther out than the 101st had
bcw in more than a year, and the eneniy

objected to Ripcord’ § presence fi tom lhe _

starf,
T hey began mortat mg the base the fitst

day_and didn’t stop. In the past three

. o -l R -'-.m - \ e l\_ - Sy

weeks, the ef‘fort bcmmc mote dete1~ "

mined. -
North Vietnamese b'ltlallons movcd in

close, huggmg the base S0 jet fighter-
bombers couldn’t attack: therm withiout

threatening the men on Ripeord.

U.S. troops patrolling outside the base
encounfered increasingly lough fighting
in the jungle.

Then heavy enemy shel]:ng and a di-
sastrous ambush of a paratrooper partol

. Wednesday prompted officers to aban-

dont Ripeord.

Analysis:

| Ilow 1t Was (Not) At Rlpcord

The AP story outliue is basieally cor-

 rect, but.the details are skewed, show-
ing 104st 1roops and leadership in a

negatwe vein,

A Chinook was shol down on 18 July
1970, which caused, the ammunition
dump to explode Six 105mm howitzers
and other impor tant fire base elements

were destroyed.

Soldiers on. Rlpcold howcvel had not
lost their protective masks because of
enemy. action, Mest, men either never

. had gas masks.or kept them in the rear

because the North Vietnamese rately
used chemlcal munitions. (The enemy

~did use-CS~-"teat gas”--in mortar shells

from tiime to ume, but it was rarely ef-
fective.)
Ripcord’s first lme of defense was

_'Bmvo Company, 2/506th. Any ground
attack by enemy soldicrs would prob-

1ny have failed, w1th or without the

~105mm howitzers. From 10 April to the
" evacuation o 23, July, mm]hgenw in-
" tercepts and Gl gweeps of Ripeord’s

perimeler showed unsuccessful enemy
sapper attempts to pehetratt, base de-
fenses on 20 occasions.

The importance of the artillery on
Ripcord was that it provided necessary
fire support to units on other fire bases

and particularly those-patrolling in the.. -
“triple: ganopy. rain. forest. Two-sections: . . .

of 155mm howitzers. on Ripoord were

not destroyed in the.ammunition. bun-.. .

ker explosion.
- Another.problem faced:by Ripcord’s

defenders was-a ¢hronic shortage of ..

mortar and artillery rounds. Howevet,

.. thanks to. intervention by senjer com-,

mandeis and mtense eflorts 1tlcsupply,
there was never a fack of 'unmunltmn
for fire missions.

Acting Division Cotnmander Sidney .
Berfy may have begun thinking about
evacuation-en-the 18th, but many other
factors--including the true nature of gn-
emy dispositions around the fire base--
cameinto play, The decision to evacu-
ate-was not made uwitil it was learned on
20 July that an enemy division sur-
rounded the mountain fop. Even then the
order was nof given until sometime on
the 2 1 st.

- thove in: olo_sc,ﬁ‘huggmg- -tha .b_af;e sojet _
~fighter-bombers. couldn’t atiack them
- without threatening the men on

Ripeord.” This is just plain silly, and
wrong,. So-called *hugging tactics” were
used by the enemy, mostly in thick
jungle or in:niglittime actions, but for
Ripeord itself the terrain, lack of veg-
etation and éxtensive defense works
would have made huggmg, tactics ve:y
costly. - v

The importance of the artillery
on Ripeord was that it provided
necessary fire support to units on
other fire bases, and particularly
those patrollmg 111 the triple
canopy rajn forest

In the fast paragraph; An enemy bat-
talion and a U.S. rifle company engaged

- in a six-hour battle on 22 July, two ki-

lometers southoast o[ ‘Ripeord, The G.1.s
had run loughshod ovea North Vietnam-
ese ¢lements. for.more, than a week, in
what the enemy considered their “rear
area.” When the enemy finally found the
American unit, G.Ls star ted the fight as
a meeting engdgcmcnt not an ambush.
The much ialgel Noxth Vietnamese
force tried to overwhelm Alpha Com-
pany, 2/506th, but thanks to quick re-
spouse by acrial ¢ gunships, mortar fire

- froin: Ripeoidand:actil letry-and ¢lose air
suppott, the encmy-was beaten off.

Logses-were severe ofi both sides: While

. thisbattle wasraging inthejungle; plans

toextract ULS. units from Ripeord and
vicinity had dhcady becn pul mLo mo-

~ tion. .

RN R RESES T2 T

That’s“how: it was-at Rip,ﬁ.ord;”;*-Ec‘I_i'tor
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RIPFCORD REPORT WILL BE

STAFF JOURNAL: LZ OAKTON _ PUBLISHING THE ASSOCIA-
; ' . , TION MEMBERSHIP LIST IN
The fast newsletter (No. 32, July 1992) drew some interesting and welcome FUTURE ISSUES. KEEP

responses. My analytical report on friendly fire cau ght'the attention of Bob Lorbeer

: R )
(1/506) in Qakland, Calif., and Wayne (Flash) Gourdon {Recon, 2/506) in YOUR EYES PEELED FOR

Floydada, Texas. Their letter responses are priuted herein, OLD ERIE}\{DS AND
Art Witnik (2/506 Hamburger £lill)--a regular cotrespondent--provided hard ACQUAINIEN('LS'

copy of his Memerial Day speech given earlier this year at Haddam, Conn, We s

wlso-heu‘d from Frank Gonzal es-(E 2/506, Recon Medic) of Tucson, Ariz. KNOW  ANYONE WHO
: SHOULD BELONG TO THE AS-
5 F or those of vou who have mlssed the mpcm d Repm ‘over Lhe paqt two years, SOCIATION? SEND HIS OR
.and-the many of you who have written to encourage starting it up again-many . HER NAME TO: CHUCK

thanks for:your support. I plead:“No excuse, sirl”, but hope that my explandtlon HAWKINS, 11614 HELMONT

of difficulties in the Iob market will be understood. ., , DR., OAKTON, VA 22124,

In getting started again § have enlisted the able '15315L<mce of. Philadelphwbqsed N
Trank Marshall (A42-500)-as publisher, Frank pubhshes the monthly, Yoice of

- Liberty, for Vietnam Veterans of America Liber ty Bell Chapter #266, and has D ONAI' IONS ARE WLL"
full, state-of-the-art:production facilities in his home Glfﬁce ‘x’_ouls‘t:uly will con- COME! :
 tinue as-editor with editorial assistance from John “Custer” Mihalko (Récon, 2/ REMEMBER, THE NEW‘?LI‘T

Raldels 2/ _ TER DOESN*T PUBLISH 17~
SELF YOR I‘RI”]* EACH TIME
YOU RECEIVE AN ISSUE IT
COs’ FS ABOUI 50- CTN'!‘S PER
rE RSON -OR ABOUT$100
OVERALL ... AND THA'Y ONLY
COUNTS EXPENSLES FOR PA-
PER, (ZOPYING ANI) MAILH'
ING. :

+ 506) from. Lakewood, ‘Cole., and Ray “Blackie” Blackman, ( delf
7501), lepanlso Neblaskq '

(Jolia rum, lf.njoy, 'md Cmmhoel

- Chuck Mawkins, 17, ..@akton

SO Fing o

' : _ : OR
RIPCORD REUNION 95 A BIT OF RIPCORD IIISTORY 10 SHARE
Who re.m;embf::rs}{dé;ket Ridge? All submissions of topical written or plctoual ‘mater 1al w:il be consldeled fo:
‘Who can forget"?" publication. True stories, personal accounts, or news items about Ripcord ot rer
' lated events are welcome. Commentary, opinion. and analyms pwceqm-contempm

ONE-YE AR COUNTD()WN | raryor othelmsc—-will also be cousndued

| Just send aletter with typed or clmrly written malel lal to
| Ripcord Assoclation
¢lé Chuck Hawking

Start clearing up next suminer’s
sehiedule to: allow -some-timé to. get to-
-gether with fiiends, family and fellow
Ripcord véterans at the’25-year reunion.
Tentative location: : Colorado, at the
foothills of the Rocky Mountains out-
~side of Denvers-a *“Rocket Ridge™: sort

“of'place. More information inthe nekt o e ’,I‘INANCIAL CONTRIBUTION‘E
issue. - G Lyt J"mnkGonm]es o
SRR L p . . ' g Art Witnik;
il s Do D : R .. Wayne (Flash) Gourdon;
"IT IS OUR DUTY L . James “Sncaky” Whitc--

- FO l EML MBLR Thanks, and a.tip of the Currahee steel pot
for your support.
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Dear _C__Jl_ﬁck,

I know it’s been'a while sincé T last
talked to you: 1'd just like to thank you
for the fine job you've done on the
Ripeord Repoit. Your insight ‘and
memotrles about the “Ripcord Saga” are
very meaningful tome..-

I'served as a field medic wlth E Col,
2/506. Recon under the command of

Capt, Righard Scaghione., My wife and I
lnvc m'my wonderful memoriés of tlie
veunion’ we attended in Washmgton
IJ < qbout five years ago. " :

“Ihave 4 nihe year old boy (MaX) who
thinks his old man is “Superman.” My
biy is. vety interested in:(he Vietnam
War and what it was Jike to be a combat
soldier during that time, I've allowed
him to read certain excerpts from the
Ripeord Report. I've had many, conver-
wsations with my boy of what it aclual[y
takes to survive such a difficult and dan-
gerous sitvation. 1 hepe he lears from
listening to his father the lessons of life
thatmust be observed, and practiced, so.
.as to'survive justabout any-situation that
‘any human.being-eap.come up against,
Please give my regards to your wife,
keep “uuckmg,” take care and (Jod

“bless. :

“Sincerely, “Cutrabee”
Frank A. Gonzales (Doc),
- Tucson, Atz

Mtiﬁmcmﬁﬂlqm.mﬁmm}q 4

INCOMING

Dear Chuck,

I recelved the Ripcord Report and a

copy of American Sentinel today and 1
read both al one sitting. The story of

Ripcord in the Sentinel was well done
and reminded mé of my own days fn'the

-101st on Hamburger Hill in 1969.

The Victnam War is long over: but I

don t know of anyoné who was there
that can claim to have for gotten thelr

experiences, The bond of men ‘who
fought in combat i is §0mcth ing that those

‘at home will probably hever compre-
“hend.

Included in.this letter is a copy of the
Memorial Day speech 1 gave in our

“town. My experiences In Vietham

helped:meto-make this speech so mov-

“ing. hope youenfoy-it. Y ou may share

some of it with the Ripeord readers if

“il’s of interest. Keep the Ripeord

Report coming!
Atthtmk It Illgg'mum Conn

Dear Chuck,

Have been leoeavmg the Rlpcord
newsletter for awhile. I do-appreciate
very much what you.arg doing. The last
issue was about friendly fire. 'm a wc»
tim of friendly fire, -

The day it happeneds Bravo ledm 2/
506 Recon, was ﬂpp:t.oxllnalplx:ona klick
from Ripcord, The cobra fired us up

even though we had smoke on our posi-
" tion. Wecalled themn in. 1 was wounded
and a buddy of mine was broken up all

over, The medevac finally came in. We
were being extractdd by jungle
penetrator and about six to eight feet off
the ground when the NVA put a rocket
into the chopper. We hung there awhle
atid the chopper statted to nose-dive, but

Mot R e M) mykfvmm@}wﬁm&m«:ﬁm@ww@bﬁgﬁ :

“someone on that cliopper medevae out
‘the ‘cable on me and my buddy. They

craghed off the ridge from us, and as-far
as I know, no onc got off. We were

- evacuated sohetime later the same way;

but made it out, ‘The-sky wag full-of ait
cover, Just had to relate that fo-you, -
“Bveryone in Nam had nicknames,

~Mine is “Flash” Gourdon.'l-can’t re-

meémber any given names, Not:many,
that is, 1 stifl have a lot of trouble cop-
ing with that war (everyday), For sev- .-
eral years Tdid-goto arap-gtoup in Lub-
bock. Myself and a few more vets
formed it 'through the-help of a fellow
vet in the V. A, But after awhile that all
ran togother: 1 stillcan get on with what’s
expected of me,

I live on-the borderling everyday
Think I'd better stop spilling beans. I db
appreciate what you've done atld-hope
{t can continue. 7 there iy sometlnng ]

- can do please call me or write.

Thanks again,

Flash Gourdon, P[oydada Texas

P.S. John (Custer) Mihalko and I were
team mafes at one time,

Dear Chuck

Your latest Rl]JCGI cl Repm{ art wed to-
day, and:] vete that-you need e change
my: address. to the-one listed above..

Also, your commeints about Friendly
fire casualties brought to mind. some past
memorids andiarecent conversationhat
I-want.to relay.to you and your readers.

Sincetely,

'Bob Lmbcel Oak!and Cahl‘

See the lead story: Fr 1e|1dly Fire Remenn-
- bered, by Bob Lorbeer on page one.

——Ldttm
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Vietnam Vet Imposters Exposed :

The popular.perception of Vielnam
veferans as potentially viotent social
oulcasts is a faulty sterotype encour aged
by the medn, says the Mdy 1994
Reader’s Digest.

“Vietnam veterans 'ue amoug the
most well-adjusted groups in America,”
says investlggatlve J()Llll]dllst author and
chlel s Dlgestmvmg editor, Malcolm
Mc(‘onnell in “True Face of the Vlet—
nam Vet,” “They have a much hlghcr
leve! of employment than the nallonal
average and very low

military records; the:most sensational of
the Vietiiam expericnices described by
several of'what Rather called *outoasts
with broken spivits” never -happenad.
The ‘Reader’s Digest artlcle éxposes
some of thidmen as inposters.
For-example, “Steve,” pottrayed asa
former Navy SEAL, clalmed he had
béen forced to' massacre Vietnamosé
villagers, theli:disguise hig crimesasthe
work of the-enemy.
Anothel vetelfm, Terry Bladley,

compiled:300 days either AWOL or in
confinement, There isnorecord of large
numbers of civiliang kilfed near his unit,
which-was statloned cuiside Saigon.
Two other featured veterans had been
security gurads, net“grants” exposed to
heavy combat, '10001dlug to Lﬂd@u
Digest
‘Despite thcse dlsmepancws GBS
stands by its story. The documentary. is
being bought by schools thloughout the
countr y
3 Another rmposter '

rates ofcr iminality and
incarceration. They
also have one of the °
lowest suicide rates in.
America-=even lower J
than theu nen- vcterdll :
peers, and are more
likely to own their
homes.and are just as
likely to lmve qmble
marriages.” ‘
. The much pubill- A 5
cized post-traumatic |’
stress disorder (PT SI))', ’
is greatly ovclblown,'
MecConrtetl says, Of
(e 2.5 million Ameri-
cans who served.in { Z75
Vietnam, only 43,000 | 7
haye teuelved any
compensation for ex-
hibiting symptoms of
PTSD, and only

1 JUSTWANTED |
ST SRE WRAT oA
AT PR LT ik b

-exposed in the article
+ isiDavid Gofl, former
‘persident ofa Vietnam,
Vaterans of America
- chapter in New York
state, Goff. was ter
-cently charged by the-
U8, attorney in Syra-
- cuseforfalsoly abtain-
cing cuine - of i the
- -military’s. “highest
.awards, which a con-
_gressman persopally
pinned on him during
“a] 989 ceremony.
Goffclaimed to bea
| . combat veteran, and
- CIA cmassm but actu-
ally he was’a elerk in
Okinawa, Burkett dis-
A covered. Goff pleaded
. gullty to the:charge
that he “knowingly

10 000 of. Lhose have
been severely disabled.

Dan lll‘ather

Yet to. most Americans, the lypml
,V]etmm veleran is much like those por-
trayed by CI3S’s Dan Rathex in an.ac-
claimed 1988 documenlfu Vi, JL_ ‘Wall
‘Withm oo

Rather ploﬁles 91x yeterans so liau-
matized by Vietnam that they sought
refuge in the wilderness ol Waslllngton
state. .

AsB,G. Blukett a l"exas~bdsed stock-
broker and Viethain veteran, discovered

when he obtained the featured men’s

S e TRNEJPSN Seol P 5

‘clatmed- 1o, have skinned alive up 1050

Vietnamese ai-hour, He was shown in
the dark l‘on est, howlmg, like a stricken
ammal . :

L_l_tl_ejl

[nslmd Rcadcl 5. D|g,e.sj vevcals,
“Steve” was Steven Earnest Southards

“whose records shiow lie was not-a Navy

SEAL buta fiteman’s apprentice in‘tear-

~area bases. Upon transfer to-the Philip- .

pines; herepeated went AWOL:: -
Bradley's careor was marked-by mis-

condluet; T thrée an one-half years-of

setvice as an Army artilleryman; he

. Wore. meddlb he was

' not authcn lzed to wear, .

Congerning the mistaken pctceptlons

about Vietnam veterans, Burkett asks:

“We're-all around youy but no.one
seems 10 so¢ us: We go to werk, pay our
mottages, keep our kids in school.

We're a.lactory foreman,.a postal

workor,:a-doctor; an aitline pilat, Isn't

it time: the gountry. rcgognizes the true

l‘"me of the Vletnam vel?!

" Ihls summal y QE Malcolm Mchmcll S

article appeared in-the July 1994 issue
of Mili tfufy publlshcd in Sacraimento,

.Cahl“ ornia;
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Tet Trung Thu
By SP’4 Anthony Loicro

(Reprinted from the Fall 1970 issue of
Rendeveus With Destiny, a publication
of the 101st Airborne Division. Cout-
tesy, George Pourchot, D/ 1-5306)

- ‘Under the:autumn moonlight they
meet their friends-with cleverly shaped
paper lanterns and go from house to
house and stroet Lo street smgmg their
autumn song.: :

Their Iaughtel b1 eaks the stlllness of
the night. Smiling faces can be seen il-
- luminated by the twinkling light of the
colorful lanterns. Children are -every~
where. Tet Trung Thu has arrived.

Tet Trung Thu, the-Vie;tnamese mid-
autumn festival, is celebrated through-
out ‘the Republic of Vietnam. Often
called the “Children’s Holiday,” the
mid-autumn festival takes on a special
meaning for the young, although both
young and old-alike take part in the fes-

tivities. It is aitime: for singing, eating |

swoets and the giving ofgifts,

.This. year a mid-autwmn eel-
¢bration was held in Hue and
wias supported by Screaming
Eagles of the 101st Airborne
Division (Alrmol)lle)

The holiday had il.s bcginning in 1526

“when the Vietnamese king, Trinh, for-
‘niatly ‘established the Trung Thu festi-
“val. It evolved from the king’s love of
the outdoors and his custotn of sailing
around hig palace lake; leaving flowers,
fruits; wire -and meat piled. along the
shore for his subjects, ‘Bach villager
Tighted -his way with-a hlghly decon ated
~Janitern,

~This yeat a mld-wutumn celebration
- was hield: inHue and was supported by
Screaming agles of the 101stAitborne
Division (Airmobile):

Troopers from the 10ist dondted a
“total of $3,365.85 and truck loads of
candy, gum, peanuts, soap and assorted
canned goods, The money was taken to
Saigon and exchanged for toys. All the
contributions for this year’s festival

WWM\W»%M‘N# 6

went to the children of soldiers in the
1st Infantry Division (ARVN), It was
the first time soldiets of the 10]1st indi-
vidually: participated in.the holiday.
Maj. H. W. Hinnison, Bowling Green,
Ky., assistant G-3 for the. [01st, said, ©1
feel (he men-were particularly suceess-
ful in their-all-out. effort to make. the
Vietnamese festival a happy one.. The
troopers’-concen for the children of our
comrades-in-arms was beyond any mea-
surement i kindness.” He went on to
explain the enthusiasm of the men by
giving an example of a soldier who was
going on his R&R and put his hand in
his pocket, withdrew a $20 bill, and said,

“Thope it helps.”

- Maj. Gen. Joho J. Hennessey, com-
manding géneral of the 101st, attended
the festival in Hue along with Brig, Gen,

" Pham Van Phu, commanding general of

the st Infantry Division (ARVN)and a
number of other guests from both divi-
sions,

“The ARVN diwslon bdnd playcd fa-
miliar “mid-autump” songs while Maj.
Gen, Ilennessey and Brig, Gen, Phu

~walked among. the-children who were
-drcssed in blue atid gold costumes.

Aﬁ,m abrief spcech by Brig. Gen. Phu,

the honored guests. viewed acustomary

dance performed by the children in their

hand-made costumes. Traditional songs.

were sung by the children and a smali
Vietnamese boy scaled a 20-foot pole

- and performed acrobatic stunts for the

delight of the crowd. The entertainment

-was completed with the: appearance of

several small boys -disguiseclr as a.Viet-

-namese dragon,

At the conclusion of the losLW'\I M‘U
Gen. Hennessey and Brig. Gen. Phu,
along with their fetlow officers, pro-
sented gifts to the 'mxiously awaitmg
children:

The celebration oollcluded chlldlen
returned to their homes with their gifis

and. prepared for the festivities that

would continue into the night.. As they
left, the smiles on their faces expressed

their gratitude for the benevolence of

Sereaming Bagles ofthe 101st Airborne
Division (Airmobile): :
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NEWS BRIEFS

MUHAMMAD ALI
'FINALLY GOES TO
VIETNAM

Phila. Inguirer--Muhamimad Ali is in
Hanoi with five othier Amerigans seek-
ing info on missing U.S. servicémen,
“I've allowed myself to be used in this
causc " the ox-champ saill yesterday at
a bleakfdst in the Vietnamese goverh-
iment guest house. He sald that he
wanted “to help the families of the sol-
dicrs.” The famed boxer lefused to fight
iti the Vietham War, 1is donviction fou
draft evasion eventually was unani:
mously overturned by the Sul’mmc
Court.”

U,S. MINT
1S MAKING MONEY
HONORING VETERANS

Using Jllly 4 as’its cue, the U.S,
Mint has announced that its’ sil-
ver three-coin 46t honoring veter-

ans will be put on sale July 29,

The -three $1 coing celebrate
women' in the mlltlaty, pxlsonets
of war and Vietnam veterats. "

The: Vietnam vetenane coin,

-~ shows a hand touchmg names on
“the Vuunam Veterans Memorlal S

wall, ‘and, ‘on tli¢ reveise, three
medals awarded during the war.

The prisoner of war dollar,
shows an eagle breaking out of a
barbed wire circle, and a view of
the proposed I’nsonel of War
Museum -to be  built  at
Andersonvitle Ga., site of a Civil
War prison.

The women in the 'mifitary
dollar, shows women from the
five branches of service and the
piopo%ed memorial for’ Axlington

_N'ltiomll Cemctety

Smchmgcs on the coins witl
benefit the prisoner of war memo-
rial, the women’s memorial and
fund repairs to the V1etnam me-
motial wail. -

Orders go to 800-777-8387 or
to the Mint, U. S, Veterans® Sitver Dol-
lats, 10001 Acro-space Rd,, Lanham,
Md. 20706, '
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The 1992 Memorial Day -
rAddress -
By Arthur Witnik, Jr,

HADDAM, Conn.--There was a quote ‘

that cameé out of the Viletnam War that
goes like this; “You've-never lived un-
tilyou alimost dlied; foir thosc who [ou gh[
fofit, life'has a fla-

For those of you swho wete not fortu-
nate enough to have known any of our
war dead, it is Important:to understand
that they are more than just-a name that
is called out each year. These men were
living, active members of this commus
nity, who may ence. have stood whete
you are %tdndmg now. And this year,

before you. leave
- thig «eeremeny, 1

vor that-the pro- -

tected wnl] never‘

know:* s
That quote is an
example of: the

‘ 5EY()=u’ve _1_1ev_e1‘ lived until:you

almost died; ifor those who
fought for it, life has a flavor

1-that the protected wnll never

want:you to know

what happened to
gach.one of them,
From the Civil

unique bond and

perspective on. life know.”

. War we honor
~ Wellington Batry,
an infantry ser-

that wartime veter- . e

ans share, Its mean-,

ing is not limited to thqse wbo fi nght
for {t also reflects the feelings, of those
whiowaitad at home, Both witnessed the
grim.teality of-how fragile life ¢an be.
The true cost of protecting our freedom,
or freedom of the oppressed, is the high-
est cost--life itsell.

On Memorial Day we should not de-
bate which war was rigfit, or whichwas
wrong, To do so would cloud the mean-
ing of this day Wc obserye Memoua[
Day because cmyone “‘who' dies i the
service of our coumny désérves our end-
Tess |wpccf andl gratitude, Ehey dcsewe
this. clay of 1e<;0gniuon bedause a wai-
tie death catrigs wuth u a un[quc sig
nificance, "

It Is weasa nauon, we as a commu-
nity, 44 We as famlly and ¥ lCl](lS that
sénd et and wonien off to war. We
let them ', Tiilly awate of what the ¢on-
sequences could beé, And, uhfortunately,
the town of Haddam has suffered the

“wltimate lossof 1.5 wat deaths, liua small

“town like ours, when the sadnews of

- each death was announced, ¢veryone

« knew it, everyone felt it, no one was -
! touched,

Today, as we honor the Sdbllﬁbe of

* the war dead, that honof imust dlSO be

. friends deserve our praise because they
- must 1lways eidure’ the pam of those
- memories.-
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whe his squad attacked anid ‘g

geant who earned

4 bitlefield commission to Fiest 1igu-

tenant. 'Wellington Barty was slightly

wounded in the Battlé ‘of Peach Tree

Creek neat Atlanta. He feturned fo duty
and was wounded again at Silver Run,

‘North Carolina. He died two days tater
‘on Match 17, 1863, Wellington Barry

is buried in‘the ngganum Cemel Cem~
etery. e was 27 yeats old.” ‘

~ From World Wwar wéhoitor Ilczeki'*'lh
“Porfer; wh' Was kl]ibcl by artilléry oh
“July 22, 1918; He is buriéd in France,
“butin lus memory his aame Is engraved

on the Porfer family monurient in the

'lllggdnum Center Cemetery. Ilezekmh
Porter was 22 yeats old. S

- Willam Woodriff was kl!lcd in
France on October 16, 1918, -

caplured an enemy’ tiiachine
duh position, The Woodiuff-
Parmelee American Legion
Post of Haddam was ¢o-"
named in his honor. William
Woodruff i§ buried in the
Higganum Center Cemetery.
He was 28 years old,

World War 11 proved to be
the.datkest years for the town
of Ilacldam During that time we lost

 extended to the families.and friends who Sgveninan to the war.

knew and loved theént. Each timethe roll .
" call of the war deadis. spokcn, fhose left
" behind feel an emotmnal tug, and [‘01'__’ ,
- an instant, they see'a vivid memoty of- - -
theu loved oiig: Tliese families and

" Brwin Patmelee was a career wa

' (ll“ffcl‘ and damiage control repairman
- who i eredited ‘with saving the battle
cruiser New Orleans.from sinking after

it was hit-by. 4 eteiny torpedo on No-
vemnber 30, 1942: When the temporary

repairs. were neafly complete, Eriwn
‘Parmelee drowned and his body was

NS -mmmpmﬂﬂiww‘%“kf&m"&?‘“‘mw ks e ‘::Nmiml et .‘”':’"‘" R tk

never recovered, Forhis sagrifice, Erwin
Parmelee was awarded the Navy Cross,

" The Woodrff-Paimelee American Le-

gion PostofHaddam was also-co-named
in*his honor. Erwin. P:umclee was 42
years.old,

Williom. Glass was.a pll()t who died
on March 2, (943, one month after his
airplane:crashed near Will Regers Field
in Oklahoma. He is.burled in Fern CLiff
Cemetery inHartsdale; New York. Wil-
liam. Glass was 27 years old. .

Thomas Nosal was.the youngebt of
five brothers. Asaserviceman he was a
bomber tailgunner who lost hisdife dur
ing a raid over Genmany on Febrmary- 6,
1944, He was later buried in Cambridge,
England. Thomas. Nosal was 20 .y,ears
old. ' .

(,rmo Pizzini, enhsted 1:1 the Navy on
lus 17th birthday. While in Curope, he
was wounded.aboard ship and hospital-
ized in England. He returned to duty and

‘was killed during the Normandy Inva-

sion.on August 19, 1944, He is buried
in,-St. . Sebastian’s Cemetery.:
Mldd!etown Gino Pizzini was 19 ycats
old. .. R

Lewm Ghdwm wag an mfautrymau at-

,taoh.o,d to an armor. division, He was

killed in- Gepmany on November 17,
1944, He i buried in the Higganum
Center; Cemetely Lewis.. Glac[wm was
23 years old.. y .
Joseph. Ccman had bean in Geunany
less than aweek when he was

. wounded in.combat, He died
two days later on November
. 21, 1944, only four days af-
~ ter Lewis Gladwin:was killed.

- Joseph Cernan is buried in.the
-, Burr Mstrict Cemetety. e

was 26 yoars old..

. Prank Sallak was an. infan-
m™ . tryman.attached to.a heavy
% ‘weapons battalion,iHe was
killed.in combat in Bolglum

on Janua:y?al 194:5. He.ig byried in St.

Joseph’s, Cemetery in. Chester, Fraik
Sallak.was:26 yoarsiold. .

Tewis. (Hladwin, Joseph 601 nan ancl

' Frank :Sallak all.joined the serviee.on

the same day, February. 16 l944, and
lost-their- lives awithin three . mon[hs of

. sach other,

l*mm the Kow'm Wal we hono: Fled
.- { continued on next page )
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Schuller who was the first Middlesex
County resident to lose his-life in the
Korean War, He wag kilied in combat
onSeptember 25, 1950, and isburied in
the Arlington National'Cemetery. Fted
Schuller was 20 years old. :

Robert Blakely, best known as
“Corky,” Was reported o have died in

19571 in a North Koreari-prisoner of war
camp. His body was never returned.
Robert Blakely was 19 yearsald.

Weston Thompson, Je, bestknown as
“Tommy™ and a close! friend of Corky
I3akely, was killed it combat en Janu-
ary 30, 1952, Ii-complete disregard for
his personal safety, Tommy Thompson
charged an enemy position and allowed
himiselT (o bécoiie a fighting target so
that the men in his patrol-could pull back
to safer giound. For-lils sacrifice and
bravery, Tommy Thompson was
awatded the Sitver Star. He is buried in
Pine Grove Cemetéry in’Middletown,
Weston Thompsoti-was 19 years old:
" Frofm the Vietsdin War ‘we honot
James Manning, who was wounded
early in hig tour of duty and was bospi-
fallzed foi ong month, He returned to
diity and wag again - wounded seriously
i coinbat on Jily'8; 1969. He contin-
‘ved 1o ﬁght and wag killed-laterthat-day.
For his sacrifice and bravery James
Manning was awatded the Silver Star.
He was 20 years old '

- Raymond Contino was a member of
the U.S, troop incursion Into Cambodia.
With only 30.days'feft to serve in (he

mlhtaly, lie"was killed in‘combat in. 7
Caitibodia on May 16, 1970, Raymond - -~

Contine s burled in East Haddam. He
was 23 year§ old:

“Now that yoir know tli¢ tltimate-price

thatis paid to Keep this counitry’s 1deals
alive, thete is something that you can
“do to hotior all: American soldiers who
gave thelr 1ife for theif countsy.

I thele honor, Fight to preserve the
{reedoms and ‘vights (hat they died for
as declared 1 our Constitution and Bill

“df Rights. In'their'hbnor, fight to make

“sure’that our gover iiment will alivays be

“the séivitnt, riot the ruler of the people.
tn their honor, fight against those who
would use the Ill‘i of sotiety to justify a
restriction of yotit' freedoms and rights.

It their-honor, fight to preserve these
precious freedoms and rights for yeur-

self, your children, and for all genera-

tions to come. Never become so-accus-
tomed to being free that you forget that
keeping our freedoms and rights re-
quires our eonstant vigilance. .

Although published over two years late,
Art’s'speech has 4 message that remains

timeless. Many thanks.--Editor -

HISTORY NOTE

Brown Bess, The English formally in-
troduced the flintlock into_their. infan-

try:in, 1682, The famous “Brown, Bess”

musket, an improved. gun, soon. fol-
lowed and.remained the standard infan-
try-arm in Britain for 160 years. Its name
came from. the {act that its stock was
walnul and jts barrel artificially browned
by rusting with acid, It was not.rifled,
but accuracy,of fire was considered less

Jdmportant.at the time than volume of
fire. 1t was not-a handy gun--it took 40

seconds for a-well-trained soldietto load
and fire a single shol--and it weighed
10 pounds. .Its accuracy,, and those of

refated guns on the .continent, was

appallingly bad at any but.short ranges.
At 40 vards it could hit a footsquare
target almost; every time, but at, 300
yards ouly- one bullet out of 20 would.
hit a target. | 8-feet square.—-[rom.Cross-

. bow to H-Bomb, Bernard andIawn M.

Brodie, Indiana University Pless, 500~

ond plmtmg, 1973,

@?M'f#em.;wﬁ‘«wmmmmﬁvlm@ﬂmw*mezﬂw%ﬁ?

HISTORICAL FACTOIDS
AND MILI TARY T RIVIA

A First for Women

Sixty years ago, on Aug. 18, 1934,
Jeanietto and Jean Pigeard flew “Century
of Progress” balloon: {om Dearborn,
Mich., to an altitude of 57,579 feel, This

‘was an unofficial altitude: record for
‘women and-Jeanette becaine the first
.- wolnan .to enter Earth”s stratosphere.

T he {‘irqt “Smart Bombs”" "

Fifty yeals ago on Aug 13, 1944 two
GB-4 glide bombs, incorporating tele-
vision and radio control, were launched
against Gérman Teboat (fast torpedo
boat) pens’at Le Havre, France. Four
additional GB-4s wore sent against tar-
gets it France and Germany between
Aug. 17 and Sept. 13, 1944.

Roclot Fighters

Dm mgg Auguat 1944 Getman Mem 1638
“Komct” tockct powared fighters first
'1tt'1ckod Amct tcan bomber for mations
oyet Burope. The Komet had sweptback
wmg,'s, Walther, llC]lll,d fucl rocket mo-
tor, 3130¢d of.590 mph, and powctcd
flight time of 8-10 minutes.

_.Sourcc A,&ummugmu,lﬁmgmqm

1915-1960, Bugene M, BErate, National
Ac;onauucs and Space Admmlsu ation,
Washmgton,! D.C, 1961.
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I'riendly Fire (con't)

rouncls were not going to land close
to where we were, That day | learned
the sound of the round that is going to
miss. Sometime later | learned the
sound of an incoming round that is com-
ing right at you. The troops in Desert
Storm never got to learn the distinction
between those sounds,

A round that is coming right at you
sounds different, and the difference is
the doppler effect that we learned in
basic science class in high school, if one
stands on a train platform when a train
is passing by, the sound of the train
changes as it approaches and rushes
past, It is the same way with an incom-
ing round. One that is coming directly
at you sounds different, and when you
héar' (hat sound, you know it.

Ton the spring of 1971, during Opera-
tion Lam Son 719, the 1/506 was on a
valley floor fire base defending the sup-
ply route: for the ARVN'into Laos. The
fire base was a natural target for the
NVA, and until counter-battery fire and

“ancfiifan(ry assault cleared the offend-
ing hilltop, we were taking mortars and
rocket fire on a regular basis. | learned
first hand what the sound of a round
coming right at you sounds like,

“ A few weeks later, C Co. was in a
night defensive position on a hilltop
overlooking the A Shau Valley. { was
asleep on the floor of a bunker when 1

was suddenly. awakened by the sound
of .an incoming fieight train. The .

i ‘Y"':-r.::.‘ﬁf"l oLt
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ARVNs were {iring 8-inch howitzer ha-
rassing and interdiction (H&I) fires and
obviously did not know that we were
out there, It ook an hour and twenty
minutes to get it shut off; fortunately,
we ook no casualties,

Shortly thereafler, I was with five or
six troops when we got in a firefight;
actillery and aerial rocket artillery
(ARA) were called. When the ARA ar-

rived on station, because of the terrain,

they had to make their passes flying to-
wards our hasty defensive position, and
once again, 1 heard the sound of rockets
coming straight on,

One other incident comes te mind. In
Auvgust 1971, there were 10 or 12 of us
in & night ambush position in the low-
lands outside but close to the hills near
Camp Evans. Another company in the
mountaing got into a firefight just after
dusk. They were about halfway between
our position and Fire Base Rakkasan on
a direct line. Fire Base Raldkasan was
providing artillery support for them and
either a bad round or too much charge
put a 105mm round inte our position,
And again, we heard that different sound
that comes with a round aimed directly
at you.

Fortunately, we were all on the ground
and the round hit in a soft area and none

of us were hit, If onewere to-constift.an

artillery firing table, statistically we all

should have been dead. Certainly we

were lucky, but perhaps our cotmbat in-

_stincts went into play when we heard.

that distinct sound.

It is interesting to me that of the inci-
dents that 1 have related here, three of
them were from friendly fire, and we
took no casualties.

I think that what the news media of-
ten overfook in their reporting of
friendly fire incidents is that combat is
not a firing range with safety officers
and NCOQs, Mistakes are made, people
get tired, too much or too little charge is
put on an artiliery round or mortar,
someone is firing back at them, etc,
Casualties from friendly fire will never
be eliminated.

1 recently had a conversation with a
judge who was a Marine in Korea. He
tofd me about a time when his company
was well to the rear and they took casu-
alties from friendly artillery fire. The
shells were passing overhead and they
exploded when they passed through
cloud cover,

As long as there are firefights there
are going to be friendly fire casualties,
and as every infantryman knows,
friendly fire isn’t.

Bob Lorbeer served with the 1/506th in
1970. He wrote this article in response
to an earlier piece on friendly fire that

“argued that supposedly high frairicide

rates in Operation Desert’ Stormi were
similar to historical experience (i.e.,
Vietnamm and Woild War 1), and not an

anomaoly.--Editor
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Twenty-Five Year
- Aunniversary!
Stay tuned for
further details.
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