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Fon frlends and survxvors of Fire Support Base Ripcord, Repubhc of Vlef:nam, 12 Mar —23 July 1970

to Ripcord, Hill 1000
on quest for MIAs -

FSB RIPCORD, Vletnam, July 1996—~It was hot, dxy and wmdy,

reminiscont of the weather 26 yoars. ago when, thls isolated
Vietnamese mountain, tog fortress was evacuated by 1015t
troopers under s1ege by a division of North Vnetnameac regulars.
For the first time since the war ended, a U, S, olt;zen walked
across the séarred peak, stood and looked cast toward Fill 805,
south to Hlil 902 and tmally, west to.see Hill 1000 '

There was none of the nofse and confusion of fighting, this tlme
Even the sound .of the rotor blados of the Sowetﬁbullt Mi-17

helicopter was dlff‘e:ent from the. poppmg sound of U S,_IIuoy'llﬁ .

ships commeon to 101t alrmoblhty Tor Gary Radio:‘d, a
Pittsburgh truck driver, father of two and-a former mémber of.
Deita Co., 2d B, 506th Ing, the momornes ofa fight long. ago
camne ﬂoodmg back .

It was the same p[aoe 1 romemborcd # Radford sald “Just older
by 26 years and weathered * Debris from the slege httered the old

" mountain fire'base. “Ruhty arulkery ehells Avere everywhere 2

that had been shot down " ' The shells and andmg gcar wore

corroded by time. Shell fragments lay about. Here, an unexploded )

grcnado, there, a foxhole w1th logves i in 1t but still. usable. . ;
When Ripeord had beén built, rhost of the top soil had been

dozed or washed away. Little grows there now except for tufiy of ;

coarse grass which cover the hill. The jungled ram forest has not
yet reclaimed its pnze .

Hill 1000, on the ather hand, “was thick with vegetatlon and
covered with jungle,” Radford said, If was: this hil mess, as htgh
as Ripeord, and the scene of vicious fighting durmg the siege,, that
Radford and 4 Us. MIA recovery team had come to Investigate.

“We loﬂ Lwo men ar their bodies, there on July'}' 1970 ne
Radford explamed ““About gight yoars ago 1 started lhmkmg it
was time fo get them back.”

Light years is a long time, but ‘that's how Iong it took for

Radford to satisfy the U,8. Army that he was indeed serious, and .

could pinpoisit the grid. coordinates Whete the missing ien were -
last soon: ““It-was fivstrating, soimetimeés,” Radford said; “Thoy

had the wrong coordidates; and T'had- tho oorreot onos.” Well, you

know the Army.
Contmued on page 2.

(Ripcord Report is mailed to 350 meinbers actoss the couttey.)
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STEALTH F 117A

'(Photo, Jane’s Informatton Group)
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After a program of prototype development, manufacture of
operational F-117A airoraft began in November 1978 under the
Senior Trend-program.. The first of five pre-seties airoraft - -
(numbers 780-784) flew June 18, 1981; one crashed April 20,
1982. A planned produgtion of 100 was reduced.to 59 (numbers ..
785-843) of which No. 785 orashed onifs ﬁrst flight June 21
1982; firét hand-over 16 USAT (No, 787) wis on Alginst 23,

1982; first picture and:designation.was released six years later on =
November 10, 1988, ’

The first operational deployirient’ of the F-1 17A was ifi
Operation Just Cause over Panama on December 21, 1989, when
two I--117As each dropped a 907 kg, (2000.Lb.) laser-gmded
bomb on a barracks area at R:o Hato' all 56 m-scrvioo I 117As _
participated in’ 1991 Gulf War against Iraq, flying 1,270 niissions.

Lhoun

" Cortitived on page2 ..




| Alpha/Batt@ry, E

© siege —Ldrtor

Stealth, F-117A (cont.)

External 'Dirirerrsions: : . o
1320 m (43 fr 4 in)

“WINE SPAI. s sispserressnis s
‘Length overall, .. - 20,08 m (65 ft 11 in)
Height overall......ciniiiieann 378 m(12ft 5in)
Wing Area (estimated):
CWING QI8 . _..,..1059m (1140 sq, f1)
Welghts: - ;
- Weight empty (estimated)' ...................... 13608 kg (30000 Ib)
- Max T-O weight ... 23814 kg (52500 by

Performanee: (* = not contumed by USAF) SRR
Max level speed.... ~-Maoh o
Normat max operatmg r,pced .......... oo Mach 0.9
T-O speed:at.normal combat werght 165 knots (306 km/h, 190
mph)*
Landing speed ......... PR .1 2 knots (227 km/h 172 mph)*
ghmiton SRR, FERNO NPT )

(Sopree: Janes)
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. VFWMagazme June»-.fu!y '. ‘ : IR .
1996 dlery readcrs'of nty: artzclo in this zs’.me “Rendezvou.s Ar )

Rtpcord » plctked up onthe error i the accompanying picture.

*Theicaption mentioned-that the howiizers in the picture were

1 03rmm, anid belonged to. BBy, 2d Bui, 319 Avtillery. Not

. so. Those-howitzers were | Sammy “and belonged 1o Alpha

Barrery, 2d Battalton, Hih Art:llery, @ genera! support battahort
of the 1015t Hdirborne Division, .+

"I won 'tlake the blame for the é¥vor, Ptetare selection and
captions were the responsibility of VW Magazine,

Ripeord had a total of 12 howitzers, six 1055 and six 155
The 1055 were from B/2-319th, and they did yeoman work

_ throughout the battle, Initlally, however, there were only four

1535 from an ARVN unit, Later, 472-1 1th got on the mountain
with their big guns, When the fighting got fough; itwas Alphd
Battery, 2/11th, that was there shar:ng in the trials of the 23-day

i .-;j‘ﬂ,."'-"'
i :i‘ 3 - - . . pr— . 5 . . .

“Gold is for the mzatress'w—szlver for the mard—-—- L
Copper for. the, craﬁsman, cunnmg at his.trade.”:

“Good!” said the Baron,'sitting in his hall, -
“But Iron;——(Jo,ld‘_Imn—fisgm_a.ster_ of t'ﬁﬁem' ﬁ.ll-?-i-

(Rudyard Krplmg CDld Iron, 1909; n Drctionary of

: Mzhmry ana’ Nava! Quotations by Robcrt Debs Heipl, J I }

g Radford (cont.)

At first they didn’ t kriow what to'do W1th Radford’s offer of

-assistance, THen, they had him j jump through 4 series of

bureaucratic hoops, ineluding getting notarized permission of the
surviving family members for him to lead the search. Finally, they

 told him that he had to be in top physical shape in order to make

the journgy. :
Radford, a former Army ranger and still lean as a rail, did not
disappoint, Finally, in July 1996, his patienice and persistence paid

-off, and he-was placed on official orders to join-a MIA recovery -

team.in Hue to.help searoh for the-remains. of the.missing.
Ameticans, o R

When Radford arrived in Hue, he was welcomed by Capt,
Frank Mausolf, team leader of Det. 2, Joint Task Foree-Full
Accouiiting. Finally, hiere were soldiers; airfiien; marinés and
sailors Radford could understand. “They’re total professionals,”
Radford said, *‘and were-eager to learn what I coutd tell them,”

In a féw days arrangements with the Vietnamese had been
made and Radford found hitngelf and the other team:members .
chumming through the air over the rugged Nam Hoa mountains.
The green canopy looked just as it had in 1970, lush and verdan,
but, somehow, not quite so deadly. Rrpcord or what was left of it,
came into view,

The Vietnamese pilot eased back on the throttle and increased
the piteh on the rotors of the Mi-17, Carefully, slow]y, the
chopper settled onito the top of the searred moutitain top.

After Vietnamese Army escorts made sute the area was safe, -
the team debarked. For Radford, it was a Wweitd sensation,

“Here I was, finully, at the placé of so moch fighting and dying ~

that took place 26 years ago.” He paused and Tooked around, “Tt
was like I’d nover loft,he said, “yetalso like I was fere for the
first time.” Quickly; the teati gottowork, 0

_ As Radford aiid the: team Tabored” up the eastefn slopn. of Hil

1000y they: begdn fodind-signsotihe batlly, “Fhere-oly {he fealy
jungle floor fay ah unexploded 105mim round, over by a trge was
a bent rucksack frame. Thefi, just a fow meters farther on, the
rusty rémiiing 6f'a M-60 iachihe gun were discovered.

One of the MIAs had been an assistant machine gunner

At'the spot Radford 1emembered thié'team found & rolied jungle
boot, size 10, thé sime size as one of the mlssmg troopers “Tust
beyond lay 4: ‘GIhismet, The MIA récovery team took carcful
notes.and recorded the grid coordinates. “They felt pretty posmve
about the' search,” Radtord éaid. Then the team probed the
grourid for signs of a 1ong—ago burial. They found nothmg Stibl,
Radford felt that the teani would file 8 report rccommendmg
further mveshgatrom in the area.

A& thé tedm meiibers ient about their work, Radford kneltby

the broad toots-of a massive hardwood and begar drggmg agmall
hele. When it was degp enough he stopped. Quigily, he slipped,”

two worn’ copper MIA bracelets from His pocket and placed lhem

in the hole, and'cove_rf;d thém up.

Staft Sergeant (ary Raidfoid confmued to kticel, fedrs streaming
down hig ohceks, as’ he offercd a prayel for the two men lost so
long ago.’ Tlren e slood up: Around him Weré the members of
the MIA Yeclvery {edm, They, too, stood sllcntly, honmmg the
memory ef brothers they never kncw

The MIAs: Sp/4, Lewis Howard, Jr ofMacon, Fa,

had been Radford's radieman for-several months
On that fateful day;, Howard hgd volunteered:to -
walk point. PFC Charles E. Beals, of Frenchlick
Ind., was an assistant machine gunner. May their
honored souls rest in peace. Currapeel

s

s




‘Gee, guys! Look’it
the cool Army
tanks.”

U.S.M-60 tanks, rail-loaded and bound
for ... where? Rail transport does the job .
here in the states, but the Army used
heavy equipment transports (HETs} in
Operation Desert Storm to move ,
armored task forces to their jumping oﬁ
point in.the Saudi Arabian desert,

Say, is this what you’d call rail-mobility,” or what?*

(Photo by Randy Houk)

LZ Dumfries

DUMFRIES, Va—THappy New Year to all friends, family and fellow
veterans of FSB Ripeord. Lot’s make 1997 the best yet!

By the way, the plctme above wasn’t taken in my back yard, but Jt
comes close, Dumfiies is. next fo the Marine Corps base at Quantico,
and the firing ranges are just beyond the trees and-q llttle cresk, When

there’s small arms fizg,:it sounds just l]ke the riflo range it is, and T don’t '

mind. But when the arhllery and mortars do. their thing, I still. flinch 2
bit, and logk alound (4 hen I realize they’re-too distant to worry about,,

and [ pick up my'ruek

towork, ... .

It's been a busy couple of monthb w1th lota of “gummmt work. to
keep me gaintully employed, and plenty of cantact with new ‘members -
and old. Had the pleasure of a visit with Gabe Rollison (D/2- 506,
commatider) and his wife Marty at their tarm in Prairie Home Mo, "

. back in November. Also spent some time with the Rlpuord Asaoclatmn ‘

founder, Chip Collins (B/2-506), out in Kentucky, and l"red Spauldmg
(S-3 Air, 3d Brigade) in Indianapolis. o

Got a surprise call from John Clyde “Pops™ IIedrmk (Efz 506
Mortars) of Galena, Mo. He’s the county extension agent there, By his
own. dceount, Pops was one of the-oldest grunts in the battalion, and did
his fair share of mortar tiring off Ripeord. “After I foundiouf that. - .
Michelin continued to trade with the North Vietnamese during the
war,” he told-me, “Lstopped buying their tires,”. ..

- Also heard from Bxuce McCorkle (D/2 506) of IIudspn, Oth. Bruce _‘
was ofi¢ of Rolhson 8 radlo opcrators and is now a regional saies S

manager for Clilton Professmnal Autdmative Information’ Systems

{Nice plug, ‘eh Bruce?) He was kind sriough to' fax mé'some pictures, by

one of Rollison “doing his laundry,” and another of himself, Roll1son,
Lt. Jack Flaherty, Ron Sperring and Rick Reariek.’

Al Martin, (A2-11th Artillery) has been busy roundmg up: new
membors from his old Guttit, Keep up the; gaod work, Al Mike chber
 {426th S&S Bn.) called from Miami, Fla., to get on the mailing list.
Mike had been a cook, but transferred to POL, and was with the d-
Forwdrd Blemerit at Rlpcoxd Tohy Cox (D/1-506)¢alled from
Indlanapohs to sign up sothéhiew members from his company,

* Karin Loke of Kailua, Hawaii, called to-see what information we had
on her brother (and my West. Point classmate), Don. Workman, who
commanded D/1- 506 and wag killed at Rtpcord Wclcomc to the -
Ripcord tamlly Karir,

s\hhh Lmean, get back fo the compyter and.go -

There’s been a lat of support from members recently, and many:
submissions of matetial for publication, Too much and too many, in
fact, to do justice to everyone and everytlung in,one isyue, But, as they,
say, keep the cards and letters coming, It’s good to hear fromryou, and -
important to pass on ta other members as much ag we can.

Ripcord Report delivered via e-mail

Tt had to happen sooner or later. Now it has. The Noveinber 1996

-issue of Ripeord Report was sentiover the Internet ¢-mail system to two

new membexa, Brues MeCorkld-and Robert Nelson, As it turns out,
Nelson, who lives in Mountlake Terrace, Wash., was a memiber of B -
Btry., 2/319th Artillery, commanded by Capt. Dave:Rich, Rich won the
Distinguished Service Cross foriheroism during-the siege, and his: :
“redlegs™ provided round-the-olock fire support from: Ripeord duri’ng tha: :
entire period. Nelson averked in the covintersmortar radarseetion-on. i
Ripeord, and was called ... you guessbd.it ,;;*Radar? by Capt.-Rich. :

. If you-want Ripeord Reporf.sent to-youvia.c-mail, pleage contactme * |
aty hawkins@bellatlantic.net; or you.can always wiite and’ let me: know d
in the more tradltlonal snall mail” way e

Isa Rlpcord book in the works"

You bet it 1sf Noted autho1 of eight (count qm, elght) hlﬁtory books ‘
on Vietnam, Keith William Nolan, is “yery exgited” about, writing the N
story of Rlpcmd Aftera rccent isit. with Keith, he'sent g, proposal o
Presidio Press in Calitornia, and thelr rcsponsa was “Do 1tl” The
research and wutmg should take 18 months to-fwo years,. . .

Keith will w.mt fo, contact as many RlpCOl‘d Assoc;atlon mf;mbem as
possible o do the background researeh for the boek, and Ive agre@d o
let him access the consxdmszle files and documentauon on hand in the
association archives, Keith W111 be contacting members i the near
future. Give him a hand. If's our chance to get the story ofl(lpcord told, .

Keith has long been interested in writing the history of Ripeord, and
has been an association metber for a number of years. Hig previous
books include Into Laos, an account of Operation Lam Son 719 in, early
1971, and his most recent, The Battle for Saigon, about ﬁghtmg in
South Vietnam’s eapial city durmg Tet 1968 he Batt!efor! Sazgon i
a terrific hook w1th Toty of action and human interest, moludmg the
2/506th. Get a copy for yourself and enjoy.—Chuck Hawkins, Editor




IN COMIN G

For 26 years

Tm 100i<1ng towvard to gettmg the newsletter For 26 years I have had
nio contact with any:of tfie men Iserved with in Vietnam andwag -
eXeited to:hear that vou'saw Rollison recently: If you woild be kind;
enough to- tax me' ¥ drcss, 3 would like to send lnm & card and somc
pletures, ' - : ‘

Bruce: McCorklc ’
Hudson; Ohig -~ 07
1/2-806th mfantryi_,;_

Just th(; FAX

Tor FSB Ripeord Assn., Ripeord Report

With this fax I hope that Tam reaching Chuck Hawkins, who I
found on the Internet, and I hope that you are doing well,

Lam interested in gcttmg irito contact with others. fo:merly on
Ripeotd to: . .

- 1. Sayhello and . S

2. Compare notes oo medwal problems Ihavea penpheral

acuropathy: 1

I am 4lsG in heed of help on proof of stressors for a PTSD ¢laim
with the VA, one. stressor buiﬁg’ the events ofy Rlpcord Can you
help?
Best wishes,
Robert G. (Bob) Nelson (aka “Radar”)
B/2-319th: Artillery- .

: Sincérely,

Fr n,ndly and eager " .

T mad the Nevember Rlpcord Report and way sorry I ooutd not make
the reunion, However, my wife was in the:hospitai for dlmost two
weeks tate:Septemiber and-1 had a lot to.dately up-with: Workmg, takmg

care of things at home; ['way domg double duty, -

I met'a guy-who said he-was in2/502d Inf; as a.CP medso at Camp N

- Evang around 1970, He.heard of a lot-of different fire bases, butT do not-

know if his unit was around Ripeord. He:said: his-name was C..J;
Kwaitkowski of Hobart, Indiana, T told him about the assosiation, He

- said he was interested, We will seo if he makes contaot,

When I went o Vietnam in 1995 with the group, Vets Withd
Mission, we stayed i Huoe and I think the Vietnamese are wﬂlmg 1o
open thoir dbors, We possibly éould sée RlpCOTd again'if we approached
it 11ghl IF
some thén’ togcthcr gitd go back and approach it l;ke i healmg trlp
When we get on Rlpcordss mbtntain we could § fay ; a prayer led by Rev ]
Fox and we could all’ be qffected ma good healmg way Itis
appmmmafely al7 hout tmp back by Jet and ¢osts a group rate of

‘ app:oxunately $2 000 We could stﬁy m Hue T]lﬁi‘e arf_: somc good

Amcrluan uontaot

Martin ), Glennon
Valparalﬁo ndl R
HEIC, 2/5061H Inf {2d Plt K Co medu,) ‘ i
2.5 T just did: my 60th Weclcimg as alay non—demomnanonal mlmstel
Ripeord ohanged my life, T’ m sure I probably wouldn the a mmlster if'it

- wasn’t for my ‘Ripsord experience,’

fﬁRe&t' aséﬁred i

IUSt a-short fiote with some funds enclosed. The $25 js ali I can aﬁ‘ord;

' .t thistimie. T don’t make much here in prisori. But I know you can iise

all you can get, My addross is the same,
" Tlie last.repott Lréceived was in January 1996, so if there have been
others sinee, I’ve niof received them. I would appreciate it if you could

. get me up t6.date.

I am.notable to makc the’ reumon, as the Stateof C'thorma desires

g fy affertion right-now. But rest: assuaed {hat the ﬁrat reunion [ean
~ .- make, Pl be there, - -

Keep up the _good work, and give the bcst to. famlly and trlcnda

Dan-frank;

James “Sneaky” White
Vacaville, Calif,
C/4-77th ARA “Griffins”

* From the sergeant major

¢ -+ 1t was a great surprise to see Chris Garrelt a few weeks ago, and
he altended the Rlpcord teunion and I attended the 1015t Airborne

Division reunion in St. Louis, Mo. [ have a lot of tasks both with

the division association and the ohapter now. First as chairman of

the membershlp committee, and riow about to be:president of the

= largest chapter in the asgociation,

.. One of my-duties is to mako sure that ali of us Sereaming Eagles

" have an opportumty to joih the national association. [ have enclosed

some coin for the Ripeoid Association, arid ¥ hope you keep upthe

good’ woik: Also, I hope to make one of the Ripeord reunions one

of thise days. Could you run the encloséd ad for mefivthe

newslstter? Also; the 1014t Airborng Division Assoeiation invites all of

the Rlpcmd Association miembers to Jom tid at the national association:
Thé national aSSOCIdthﬁ spotisored & Teturn to Vietriam recently, and v

I'll getilt the detdils shottly. I hiave hedrd from all of thé S-3sand -

brigadé commandérs diking the' petiod 1969-70; and T am abisut to put

all my Screaniing Eagle photos that I had made from slides into two

books., Now I éan hidve my daughter s wxshes complote ‘:

Best wishes to al smce;‘ely, e i

Lioyd Rahlf e

Membcrshlp Coh‘amzttee

1015t Adibarne Division Association

HHC, 3d Brigade

Wanf to poséibly go back, we oould got Chaplain Fox and ™

Bear of A& tall ‘

A Panda walks into a honkey tonl{ and orders a l)owl of
chilli from the bartender. The Panila cats thie chilli; then
gets up, hauls out his six-shooter and. plugs the plano
player.. Then the, Panda heads for the doar. -

The bartender cries, “Walt, you can’t do that You can?t
just come in’here and shoot my piano player an(l then leave
with’ outt paying fot‘ your iood!”

«Of courso L can,” says the Panda, “I'm in the dictionary. -
Look it up.” And the Panda: walks out the door..

The bartender gets his: dlctmnary sm(l sure enough it
says: “Panda, Askan marsupial. Eats shoots and luwes i .
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Advertisement © ' N S Toe
Honor Roll of the 101st Airborne Division -

The 101st - Airborne Division Association is éstab_l_i_shiﬁg a Roll of Honor of all
veterans who served in the 101st Airborne Division from 1941 to present date. If

you served in World War 1I; Vietnam, Saudi Arabia, Iraq or Fort Campbell
Kentucky, you are ehglble to have your name mcluded

For further mformatlon, contact: SGM Lloyd J Rahlf {ret. ), I-II-IC, 3d Brlgade

(Vletnam) 1969070, Send postcard or letter tor

L f . SGM Lloyd;J;fRa-hlr.cm;)
- 738 O’Callahan Drive -
Sparks, Nevada 89434

INCOMING ) (Corhé o)
The wise still seek Him ...
Peace on Earth and Good Will to All

Gary J'estés.' h
Hampstead, Md, - .-

. HHC, 34 Bde;

Merry Christmas

Dick 1cally enjoyed the Ripeord reunion. I'was sorry [ couldn’t make
it. Sounds Tike yow all had a great time: The boys are 16 and 13and .
keep us busy wiily basketball, running and Boy Scouts. Excavating and

“teaching are going well,

All our best,
Happy holidays,
Debbic Cable
Frewsburg, N.Y.
(Debbie’s husband Dick Cable served with Recon, 2/506th) |

Rcuewcd thc Ripeord newsietter. Thanks for the wiits up. ’Iakc care
and keep thie memorics of both the living and the deceased alwe
May youy hollday.s be happy ones. :
Tom’s pop; "
Joe Shepherd, Si.
P.S., Enclosed:find:a check to-help expenses for your paper, God bless

e RN

- Special thanks from a sister of a [allen friend . |

T'm Katin Jean Workman Loke, Capt. Donald R, Workiman®s sister,
I’m sorry T wasn’t.able to visit during our brief stay in Washingten,
D.C. My father was not feeling well'and up for visiting.

Seeing “The Wall” for the first time was hard on all of us, especially -

- my father and myself. So many names. So long to heal, if ever. Maya

Lin did a great job with her design..My father and I do feel better now

- that we have seen The Wall pefsonally. Iplaocd a sdk le1 flom Hawait at

the base of the panel where Don’ niame is,

We also went to West Point and visited Don’s gravesite. T also placed
& lei there, Tt wag'Aug. 17, 1970, that my-father and [ were. there—the
day of Don’s funeral, This was the first time for my husband to visit
West Point. Now he feels what U.S.M.A. represents and what a hero
Don was and.is!

Going back after 26 years makes me realize that F he Long Grey

‘Line” continues, It made me realize again what Don, you and the
- present cadety are taught—Duty, Henor, Country, I know Den did his

uitnost'in Vietndam and I will always be proud of him and { do miss him
dearly.

Tappreciated getting the Nov, 1996 issue ofRipcord Report. ’lhank
you for putting me on the mailing list. I had no idea you had Ripeord.
rennions. [ think reading the letters has been healing for me. I see Don
was mentioned in Richard Drury’ s letter. ] would-love to hear from ~
anyone ir- Don’s company or anyone else who knew him.

L appreciate what all of you did in, Vietnam|
Sincerely; «. -

. Karin J, Loke

When the going gets tough ..... the tough make

sure their machine gun ammunition is clean,
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| MOBILE,
ALABAMA

ol Mubzle isa. aagy in southmstem

| Alabama at the heid of Mobile bay on
| the Gulf of Mexico, Itis a river port
_and the state’s only seaport

‘ H istory.
The Mabile azrec;!was -éxp'lo:red by

Spantards under-Alonso Alvarez de :
Pineda (1519), Panfilode Narvaoz:

(1528 with Nunez Cibéza; de Vacar), h

- Francisco Maldonado (1540), Guido
i de las Bazares (1558) and Tristan de.

Lunal{ 1559). Freneh colonists under -+ -

Jean Baptisté le Moyne, Sieurde
Bienville, established Mobile at its
present site.in 1711, the first
permancnt ]*uropﬁan settlement in
Alabama;-and Mobile wasthe oapatal:

of French Lowistana (¥711-20): Tts = '

nante 18 @ French adaptation of the
name of an Indign tr:bo in the areq.

1¢'s where fol]cs want to
be! Don’t miss this one!

French rule was followed in 1763 by
British vule. During the American
Revolution, Spanish forces under
Bernardo de Galvez captured Mobile.
The United States occupied the otg; in
1813 anid clarifiod its-title hy the '
Florida purchase (1819), Inv-

“antebellum. times Mobile becama one of
“the leading ports in the export of
cotton, and the Mobile and Ohio

railroad was of major corﬁmem’al :
Importance in supplemenang the river
System.. . : . :

' RIPCORD
REUI ON ‘97

_ Durmg the Amerwan Civil War,

- trade with the West Indies and
Europe was kept up despite a Federal

" blockade begun tn 1861.1n 1864
‘Adm, Dawd G. I*armgut entered the

: ch.amnel mptured the, Confederate . :

ironelud:ram: Tennessee, destroyed one
gunboat and drove another aground; in
the engagemenit he lost the Federal

. J“monitor Teaumsck I*t Gaines, on

Dauphin Island, surrendered on Aug.

7, 1864; Ft. Margan, on Mobile
- point,on Aug. 23, In the spring of
©1865-Gen. E-R. S. Canby laid stege -
“to B, Blakely and Spanish Fort,op, |
_the edst side of the bap. After 25 days
the forts, and then the city, were

evauateds and:the F ederal forces

entered= the-ai@; on April 12,1865

October 16 1 9
(Thurs.. Sun)

The post—war reconstruction pc,rwd "

was a diffioult time for Mobile, The.

-

and was again rechartered as.a city-in..

1887.
Banana importing commenced in

o 1893, supplementing the.old export.

trade in lumber and cotton. Foreign
and coastal trade was especially

oo stimulated by the opening of the' - 5!

Panama canal: Theopening of the- .-
system:of locks and.dams on the - ..

., Warrior-Tombighee rivers.in. 191 5

proved to be a major event in the
history of Mobile, as did development

© of the Gulf Intracoastal waterway and -

the Federal barge linés and the -
construction of the Alabama state

 docks, commenced in 1923, Cochrane
bridge across Mobile bay (extending
10 Yo i, ) was completed in 1927
- and Bankhead tunnel under the
Mobtle river in 1941, Bridge and
.. tunnel together added materially to the - -

trade area of Mobile by gmproving . |
access to Baldwin county, which has
the largest area of all Alabama S
counties.

Come mrly 'sta'iy- lozte |
. bring your family ... |
bring your friends!

. Controlling depth of the ship-channel

. has bren a-vital | factorin the commerce
v and-historysof the city, Originally the

mintinum depth was only. 5 %eft In
1839 the channel had o minimum
depth of 10 ft. but by 1867 the
controlling depth was only 7 ft. Al 3 :

- ftv channel was opened in 1876, By. -

1888 the depth was 17 ft. and by
World War V't channel was 27 ft
Aer World War I the hannsl's ~ |
minimum depth was 36 ft and w:dth .
400 ft. .
(Svurce: Lngwlapedm an‘:anmm )

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Rooms call Holiday Inn :
L Historic District; —800-692-

6662, or 1:334-694- 0100

- $58/night reunion rate .

Monday thri Mondd_y

" Reunion fee: $90 per person.'
municipality went bankmpt in 1879 Ba L

More detmls to follow.
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The oﬁicml Hhistory. of the
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control hellcopters constantly overflew the

21st, Brig. Gen. Sidney Berry made a
- diffieutt dusision. Ripeord would be
evacuated, :
L. Col. Lucas was notified and plans.
Jor the evacuatton were drawniup.and the
battallon prepared to execute the -
evacuation on-the 23d. Charlie and Delta
compantes were adready at Camp Evans
after alding Delta 1/506th. This left only
the personnel on Ripeord from (Bravo
Company plus othérs) and Alpha
Comipany to bring in. '

Brig. Gen. Sidney
Berry made a difficult

be evacuated.. -

At-0900-hours on the 22d Capt.
Huwkins veceived a coded message from
Lucas ordering Alpha Company to return
to & LZ ldcation just east of Ripeord, At~
1245 the lead element mioved out of the
perimeter and to the north, They had
moved. about 100 meters when the point
man engaged.-three enemy. at 20 meters, As

tor explott thelr sucgess, - -

In the next 30 sgconds, success for Alpkﬂ
Company-vame t0 o wrmming, bloody
halt,

The lead platoart Hroud msaulted into the
Sank security of an NVA battalion.” At the
same vime the main assault force made
human wave attack with supporting

©entire r:tﬁ:'rrwun Often without
communications and ﬁequmtﬂy .
surrounded, the men of Alpha Company
Sought as their brothers had fought on I
1000, Hill 902 and on Ripcord itself,

At Igher keadquurters radios and pkone .
lines were alive with traffic. Command and

Ripeord area. On the evening of July the

decision. Ripcord would

the enemy ‘divd, the platoon moyed forward '

mortar fire agiddnist the rerainder of Alpha
Company. Quinnmbered six to one, Alpha
Company battled against these odds for the

C’antmuom ainstrikes.ansisting of 250-
tb. bombs and napalm plus constant

gunship cover eventually broke the brunt of

the enemy attack, Alpha. Company slowly

pulled back togethm nd d%’nsive positian '

In the next 30 seconds
success for Alpha

‘Company carme to a
screaming, bloaqiy hale,

As darkness foll, an attempt to insert
Dilta Company was aborted due to
burning napalm on the landing zone.

Capt. Rollison and his men would try
agali at ﬂrst Iight to move. In to wssist
Alpha Company.

On the 234, Delta C‘ompany ot
successful in landing and reached Alpha
Company in short.order. A'LZ was cut
and Rollsors and Hawking prepa&red their
men for extraction.

Meanwhile, the evacuation of Rtpcord
was going smoothly. Artillerymen and their
guns were removed first followed by the
remainder of other personnel, A constant
stream of helicopters hovered into Ripeord
and hack out mrtying thetr preclous carge

to safety even under the near ly continuons

fire of enemy gunners.

Miraculously, very few men. were injured :

during the extraction and.only three killed,
The enemy, however, had dealt one final -
Blow to-the “Best of the Currahers.” L1, -

* Col. Lucas landed on Ripeord after the

extraction had started in orvder to help”
supervise, As he-stood discusstng-the
opération with his S-3, Maf, Tanner, u
120mum mortar round larided killing
Tanner Instansly and mortally wounding
Lucas. The battle of Ripcord iwas over,

The cost had been high, Towelye of
Alpha’s fingst men lay dead and an
additional 56 had been, wounded. The
enemy too had paid heavily n. the contact,
Sixty-five NVA. soldiers had gone to meet
their fate and a large amount of NVA .
equlptent. lay scattered over the battlefleld,
Alpha Company would be combat ¢ffective
i a week with new. replacements. The
NVA battalion would wait.-months for
replacements to fllter down the Ho Chi
Minh rail before they would be rmdy to ,
Sfight apain,

While the svacuation of Ripoord was in

progress, Brig. Gen, Berry was constantly
in the air over the fire base in his C&C
helicoptar At one point when things seemed

“No sweat, sir, we’ll get
out of this shit!”

to go a bit rough for the men on the hill, -
Berry ralloed the tactical operations center
on Ripeord and asked if there was any.
particular assistance they needed. The.
TOC radlo operator, with-a casualness
that 18- typival of brave men in a tight .
situation, answered back, “No sweat, sir, :
we'll get out of this shit!” And they did.
For an entire week after the evacuation,
heavy concéntrations of ariillery and
countless air strikes shook the ground -
around Ripeord. Ripooril was over, and ds
the enemy souttied for cover and areas
away from the indissant bovibardinent, the
men of the 2/506th uttered one word
common te all, “CURRAFEE." .

To be continued ...

Military Terms and Definitions |

paravane—A naval defense device. It
is a type of water kite that is towed
Srom the forefoot of a vessel, viding out

to one side at the.end of a wire rope

usually 56 vards long, to deflect mines
that may-be moored-in the path of the

vesyel and cut the mooring fines so that -
the mine rises safely to the'surface,

Paris Gun—The designation of any of
three long-range 210mm German guns
used to bombard Paris from March 23
to August 7, 1918. Most of the several
emplacements were in the St. Gobain -~
Wood near Laon, 70 miles from Paris.
The Paris Gun, Pariskanonen in
Glerman, designed by a team ‘of Krupp

- engineers, had a barrel almost 120 feet” |

long and could fire a 275-parind *
profectile to.a range of approximately.
80 miles. When the guns’ first shells-.
landedion Paris it was thought that -
they had been dropped from Germart
bombeérs. In all-Paris-Guns firéd 203
shells against the cily but didnot’
produce the panic and population
exodus the Germans hop_ea’,to achieve.
The advance-ofithe dllied:armiesin
August {94 8 ended the shellmg

(Source Drcuonary of Mihtary Term )




How I learned about
the Rlpcord battle ...
By Mlkc Womack

FORSYTH, Mo.—Thanks for sendmg the

copy ol the Ripecrd Report. | have enjoyed

reading it. Sorry I'was-unable to make-the

reunion’thi¥year: Fam alrcady makmg plans-

to attend the-one ifi *97,

In readingthe Ripcord Report] I startcd
thinking-about my fime there and tried to
remember dates and names. After 26 years
it"s pretiy hard to do. I thought you might
tind this story interesting and 4 little funny.

A sergeant-was struck in the
head by the main rotor of an
OB-6. He survived!

Cntor around the 13th of June 1970, C
Co., 2/506th-conducted an air assault in the
area around FSB Ripeerd (I'm not exactly
sure of the location). As €/2-506 weatin, [
believe the 2/501st went out (call sign
Ieeman). One of the company machine gun
teams, It Plt. maybe, fired up two trail

. watchers, The only oasualty suffered by

C12-506 vids &' ger geant who was struck in
the forehsad by the main rotor of an'OH I—6
He survived, )

We cleared the T2 zmcl set up aight
defénsive position (NDP). The next-

morning:a sergeant, myself and possibly ong

or two other individuals were left behind

- when the company maved out. Our job was
to set Up a oouple of meohamoal ambushes
in case atiyone was following the cotiipany.
I rememberaskiitg the sergeant about
having to come back and get them., He told
me that we wouldne’t, butthat artitiery
would.be called in a-couple of days and they
would be blown in place that way,

During that week we had a mission to

recover the body of a soldier who’s femains -

had-fallen to earthi from a helicopter when-
the sting-loaded tedy bag broke opei; Ghiess
whe was “luoky” enough to fitd the
remainst - =
The other: thing lhat mlly stwks it my
- mind was that we-found.a cable about one
to two-inghes in diameter Wmdlug its way
through the Jungle along the side of a trail
we were working, Tt was atfached to the
trees with glass insulators like you used'to
see on felephone poles baok:in the World. T

wanted to-out it but was told not:te since -

. “Chuek™ might send q-whole burigh of .

- people out fo see what was wrong with the

- cable, S

On the 20th of J une, C/2 506 was plcked
up and made a combat assault into the same

LZ we had the week bafore, Now our
mission Was to retrieve the mechanical
ambushes we had Teft the week before. On
the morning of the 21st, we moved outas a
four-man point team, We Huinped for about
an hour and were still short of the site of the
ambushes. Sgt. Bomersbacly (sp?) calleda
halt o let the rest of the company cateh up. [
think 2d Plt. was.operating mdependently on
the ridge line to our right,

A tremendous_ explosi'on. o
picked me up and threw me
backward down the trail,

I took my hélmet off, holding it under my
left arm; my M-16 was leaning against my
right leg dnd Thad the fadio handset in my -

right hand. T rio gooner pushed the transmit © -
- button and said, “°6 Papa, 6 Novetnber,

over,” when a tromendous explosion. picked
me up and threw me backward down the
trail. Lremember.lying on top.of the PRC-25

(radio) and still calling into the.handset, only -

this time for a “Band Ald” (medic), .

Sgt. B, the drag man and myself were
woundcd in the explosion. PFC Johnsen,
the point man, escaped unharmed, I
remember him apologizing becausa he
thought he had set the thmg off] ‘

It tumed out that the mine was mdeed one
of ours, but it had bgen moved and was ™
command-detonated from a spider holo'off

the left side of the trail. Sgt. B fook a smg,[e "

ball bearing through his {6t kneeodp, the
drag man'was peppersd by backblastand I

took four ball bearings-and achunk of the - -

fuse well in the-legs. T don’t think any of us
were iii the kill zone or we were standing
close but-off to the side..

A poneho litter was conbtructcd and Iwaa

loaded into it for thettip to the LZ. The last . -

titne Isaw Sgt. B he had his arm ever PFC
Johnsan’s-shoulder and. he was hopping
along on the trail, '

We didn’t go very far down the trail before
the litter came apart and dnopped me 1o the
ground. The litter was piif back together, I
was reloaded and off we Wwent again. Then,
one of the guys cartyitig the litter bumped a
nest of red ants which feil all over me (1t :
wasn’t his fault): ‘ v

Thosé litile stickets began: bttmg and
stinging|. The¥ set the litter down and broke

out the Gliinsect repellant and gave mea . 1.

good dousing, The next thing Iknew, [ wag .
one firgl Ihad woundsin the backiof beth.
thighs that no.one was aware of. and the .
repellant was burning like hell, Bood: ol’
Dog gaveme a qulck shot of morphmc and
off wo went again.” . .
We had one last obstacle to clea: bcfore _
getting to the LZ. A fallen troe lay across the
trdil and it Had cluster bombléts hanging in

it. We:cledred the fres-fine, but the litter ©

gave way for the second time depositing me
on the ground, Finally we made it to the LZ,

Thank Ged!

Irecall lying in the hot sun, on the LZ
listening to my radio. I heard the dustoff
saying he was inbound and then heard

“Black Spade” (Lt. Col. Luias, thé Bn: COY *

tell the dustoff not to land until the area was
secure, I think the dustoff came in anyway:

T also remember being loaded into the
dustoff with the two NVA that had been
fired up the week earlier, but I have no
knowledge of what happened to Sgt. B and
the drag man. I also remember the orow
chief sticking a businiess card in my pooket
that said, “Congratulations. You have been
suceessiully dusted off'by Capt. {name ot
the pilot).

They flew me to the 326th Med. at Camp-
Evans. I was off-loaded and taken intoa -
building, T recall lying on a table-with:
uniform and baots still on. There was abig- .
tan-colored tag hanging from the laces.of
my left boot. Where or when that was put
there Il never k now. |

A doctor came into the room and looked at

the tag. I remember asking him, “Does it say

‘don’t open “till Christmas’?” He just
looked at me and turned and walked away,

That’s when [ learned that the

battle cost C Co. 8 KIA, 18
WIA: and one -missillg man, -

m ,,

~ Soon I was loaded onto another modcva¢ '* -

and flown to the US.S, Sanctuary. There-
they proceeded to out off my clothes and
boots and I lost the card from the dostoff .
pilot. From the Sanctuary I went to Camp
Zamg, Japan. While at Zemia, guys from.
C/2-506 started showing up. That's when I
learned about the battle that cost C Co. 8
Kia and 18 WIA and one missing man. I
also heard some disturbing stories about
short timers who refused to go to'the aid of
their thiends ifi the field. '

I really hope that last part'isa’ttrue.”

Well; T'llshut up in a-minute, Here are
some names I remomber: Sgt. Bomersbach

(sp?), N. or 8. Dak.; Sgt, Gillespie, Buffalo, iy

Mo.; Sgt, “Foxtrot” Fowler; Doo:!

<

York‘?' “Shakey” Beech, Tentin.; oo , . s 5% ¢

Zollar(KIA), Chio; PEC Taylor', PEC

- Johnson; Capt. Vasquez; and Kijt.Carson

seout Lon, Ni Vietar. Lon.always hid
when F-4s were flying ovethead.

Best regards, L

Mike Womaok™

Mike Womack is cirréntly the police chxef )

Jor the City of Forsyth;
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USO ... Thanks
S e el T T T L s
for the memories.
CAMP HAGLE, Republic of Vietnam, Aug.
22, 1970— Tioopets of the 10¥st Airbome: -
Divisiqni‘,_(Airmobij:e)lattended thedISO. -

show *The Sound of Yoyng,” taking timg .

off from grugling combat action in the
" rugged jungle, The féeatured perforfids
wete (surprise, surprise) all lovely young
ladies, ineluding Pamela Anite Eldred, Miss
America 1970, s o

'This shott article for Ripeord Report
readers, many of whom remeniber the
show, gives brief bios of each performer,
We might well wonder, “Where are they
now?”

Ry

| -M&ss;.:Americ:\ 1970,.-Pi\rr'1‘e.l;i Anne. :

| ‘pidiséd. Poised and lovely, Miss Amotica. -
197077 a 22 yoar old green-eyed honey-
~blonde:ffom the Tietroit, Michigan, suburb - -

‘of Birnifhghain, who competed-in the Miss |
‘Atheries Pageant as Miss Michigan. i
At the tinde of her selection as Miss

 Amierica, Pam was to start hér senior year at
Merey College in Detroit, majoring in
speech and drama. Following her yoar of
reign, Pam plans to return to school, finish
et undergtaduate work and obtain a .
master’s dogree. Hopefully, she plans to
have a career-in the Broadway theater. Pam
has been & itad dancer for the Detroit City
Ballet since the age of 13, and has played
teature tolesin many college theater
produotions,

Pamela.has enjoyed her year as Miss
Ametica. She gventually will have traveled
at leagt 20,000 niles around the coutry and
she is looking fsrward to her USO tour of
Vietnam, Truly, she is a hatural beauty with
a tadiant smile and an inner warmth which
oue cannot miss, ' '

Miss Alabama 1069, Ann Harriet
Fowler. A lovely hrunette from
Birmingham, Alabama, was chosen Miss

missions in large cities,

Alabatma in 1965):.;spo-nsr,~red by the
Birmingham News.
Migs Alabama graduated this year from

_ Bismhingham Sotithern College as a musie
" ‘major, Ann as special training in voice,
. deama and-dancing. Her ambition is‘to *

complete an.advaneed degree in music,
followed by a career in TV advertising,

o public relations of musical theater.

Miss California 1969, Susan Ellen:
Antor. Blonds, brown-eyed and beautiful,
Miss -Anton-lives in Yucaipa, California,
A sopliomote at San Bernardino Valley
College, majoring in pre-education, Susan

hag also had six months of vocal training. In

1965 Misg Califorfia travelod through the

- United States and Canada with the “Touring
- Teeng” - -

Her hobbies are tennis, golf, horseback
tiding, sewing, cooking and sketehing,

' “Susan-was ‘chosen Miss California in 1969,
- gponsored by the Redlands Jaycees and the
. Santa Cruz Area Chamber of Commerce.

. Miss N.(;rth.Carollha 1969, Patricia

Elaine Johnsen, This beautiful brunette
was born and raised in Winston-Salem,
North Carolina. ' .
Patricia is a junior af Meredith College
majoring in music (voice), She hopes o
recoive her bachelor of arts, master of music
and baghelor or master of divinity. Miss
Nosth Carolina has sung since she was two
yeassold and sings ducts with her father i

", church. Patricia’s ambition is to have a voice

career and also to work with

Miss Colorado 1969, Adria
Elaine Easton, A statuesque
beauty, brown-eyed brunctte,
Miss Easton wag born and
raised in Boulder, Colotado,

A senior at the University of
Colotado, she is majoring in
journalism and advertising.
Adria was the first female
member of the Dniversity of
Colorado Men’s Marching Band and in
1969 was the featured twirler with the

International Tour Band throughout Europe.
She was also twitler of the year, an award

given in 1969 by the Rockne Clubof
America in Kansas City, Missouri.

Miss Oregon -1969-, Margaret Elaine

Huhta. A blue-eyed, brown-haired beauty, -

Miss- Huhta was.born and raised in Astoria,
Oregon.

A junjor at Portland State University,
majoring in speech education and spesch’
pathology, Miss Oregon and her family lived
it Burope for 2 ¥4 years. Her hobbies are
sketching, painting, writing and singing. Her

ambition is to graduate from coflege with a
B.S, degree in secondary spesoh education -
and certification in specch pathology, Her
goal is to become a high sehool speech
teacher and speech pathologist,

Miss Tennessee 1969, Mary Susan Cox:
Reautiful, green-eyed, blonde, Mary Susan
Cox wig born in Springfield; Ohig, andnow -
resides in-Johnson City, Tennessee. - .

She.is now.a senior at Hast Tennesséei. .|
State University, majoring in speech.and -
drama and has studied voice, piano and
dramatics. Mary sang with-theHollywaad, -,
Florida Philharmonic Orohestra; for the
March of Dimes telethon; and has made
many appearances as a special entertainer
for civie, social and fraternal events.”

Her ambjtion is to have a ginging career .

* and eventually teach voice and drama.

Murs. Ivene Bryant, manager and. -

" ghaperone for “The Miss America USO .

Show,” was born in Kansas City.and now.
resides in Overland, Kansas, She is the
mothet of Debbie Bryant, Miss American
1966, A permanent Miss Ameriea -
chaporone, she is pretty enough to be'a

© beauly quecn herself. Mrs. Bryait

accompanicd the Miss America USO Show
fo Japan and Korea in 1968, and to Vietnam
in 1969. T

- Mrs. Bryant grécluated _frbm the University: -

of Missguri at Kansas City with a bachelor’s .|

 degree in-elementary education.

This show, iﬁ-ﬁé&hcrs ;Slz\'fy-'itl'g t.‘h'é‘U'S(:) !
ovetdeas oirouit, is made possible by the

" generous coniributions to the USO by the

American public through thelr Community
Chests, United Funds, Combined Federal
Campaigns, and-other voluntary donations. . |

Many thanks, and a’tip of the.
Currahee Steel Pot to Johi “Pop™’ .
Hedrick, formerly of E-Co, (Mortars),
2d Bn., 506th Infantry. Pop fired a Jot of
missions off of Ripeord in the old days.
Today he’s an agriculturalist and
extension agent in Galena, Missouri.
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: Rlpcord Report is a publucation of the Batt!e of FSB

Ripcord Assoclatlon and is the authoritative voice of |

history.of the battle. Comments, letters and articles o

should be sent to: Chuck Hawkins, Edltor 4259
Exeter Drive Dumfnes VA 22026-3108; ph./fax: 703+
730-5286. Adwsory board members: Chip Collins. o

'John Mlhalko Fred Spauidmg, Jim Campbell

thnam Tours Custom and Assomatmn Tours =
P.Q}. Box 995
Walla, Walld, WA 99362

Phone: $09-529- 3251 Fax: 509-529- 2984

e~ ma1l <vntou1s@bm1 net>

_ V1etnam Tou:rs w;ll demgn omtom tours spemﬁcally for

veteran’s associations. Pléase iniquire with our offices for detalls'_' ‘

‘Other tour arrangements are available, There is still space .. 0
avallable for the May 5-16, 1997 tou1 Cost, $1, )95 '

“ FRANK MARSHALL
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