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Reumon ’99 a splendld success

Reunion roundup
by: Fred Spauldmg

INDIANAPOLISlepoord Reunlon '99, held in
8avannah, Georgla, at the Quality Inn & Suites could be
considered a-success. | only recelved three complaints,
and that s a lot better than the year before.
- “Weé had 52 registered membérs for the reunion..
Bob Smokér mad It for the banquet Saturday night, and
Jiri Hairts, the 2/506 battalion surgeon, arrived Saturday
night, or perhaps | should say Sunday morning at 0045
hours. His son plays football for the University of ~ -
~ Minnesota. Doc went to the.game and afterward ran to
the airport to catch a flight. Seven hours later he waiked
into the reunion hospltality suite. After all the B
hackslapping and welcoming after almost 30 years, |
, forgot to ask him who wonthe game, '

A few arrivals came early-oh Wednesday, but
most folks-came in on Thursday, There was a-dour of -
historic Savannah on Friday-—a long tour as it turned

| ‘out—and lunch at Snappers Restaurant followed later by |

dinner at the Rlverside Restaurant, one of the more
picturesque places. in Savannah..
_ Saturday we had to ourselves, and most. people
scattered all overthe place-on various sight seeing
. excursions. Saturday evening was the banguet, and

there were 54 for dinner. The ladies were honored with-a
rose corsage and-an extremely blg thank you for
standing by us, for always being. there and for being
such an integral part of ourlives. .

~ One highlight-of the evening was a Ietter from

Arlene, Arlene is Frank *Yo, Frankie" Marshall's -
‘sweaetie.” She sent a sealed letter to me to beread at .
the reunion. For three days Frank kept asking me what

- was In the letter, The only thing | would tell him-was that-

the last six. words said "All my love to you Fred.” The

- letter naturally pertained to Frank and all the guys who. - e

- servedat Ripoord. It was a beautiful letter, very well

_ written and profoundly expressed. So much so that | had
. diffloulty reading it without "tearing up"—but then agaln, ||
| ory at grand openings of gas stations. Such Is life.

: (Cont_innod on next page.)
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Gettmg ready for Rrpcord Reunion ’00

SHREVEPORT——PIans are In progress for & great 30-
year reunion next yearin Shreveport, LA,
A memonal ceremony will be heid at the Caddo~

" Bossler Parish War Memorial. A granite block with the

appropriate Insorlption willl be laid at the mernorial ‘
honoring all of those who fought and died in‘the Rlpoord

“The ceremony will be quite Imprasslve and
efforts are currently being made to see if a pass in
review of some sort honoring the members’ of the
Ripcord Assoclation will occur at the ceremony, Details
of the ceremony and the upcoming reunion will be
forthooming in the next newsletter,

Any donatlons to help defray the costs of the - :
granite block will be:most appreciated. Mail all checks to

Fred Spauiding at: 7702 White Dove.Drive, Indianapolis,
- IN 46256-1750,.Thanks, : .

- Once | am more - concrete about what | can -
arrange, | will furnish you the complete arrangements 50
that future newsletters can reflect what is ultimately
planned.

- Currahpe—James M. Campbell

Mark your calendars now.

Reunion *00 will be in

Shreveport, LA, October 5-9,
which is over the Columbus ])ay_ "
Weekend |

Hotel and travel information
‘will be in forthcoming issues of . -

the newsletter.




Reunion roun'dup; from page one,

We al<;o tried in some smail way to say "thank
you" to the commanding officer of 3" Brigade Bep
Harrison and his wife Carolyn with d bottfe'of> = = &
champagne and two crystal glasses The bottle had
Ben's name and a roplica of the Ripcord Colii etched
intoIt and then painted, The orystal glasses had Ben's -

and Carolyn’s names etched on them along with a two-

star general's flag. | tried to get a three-star flag put on
Caralyn's glass, but with the way the glasses are curved
It coutdn't be done, | don’t think we have to worry about
who 15 the "boss," or who has the most "stars” of that
twosome.

We also don't have to worry, about whose star: .

shines brightost. As someone who had the opportunity to

see the "hig plcture” gt Ripcord,.| can honsstly tell. you
that we were all extremely foftunate to.have.had Ben. . .
Harrison as qur commander, during the flnal days of the

' [Aoltfo of R|pcord

we! Vo already startod on the 2000 reumon That

W||l be our 30" ‘anniversary of the batlle that so many. of -
us would Iike to forget but can't. Frank Marshall Is B
working on & list of all those who were kitted from March
12 to July 23 Kejth Nolan'was. able to provide allst of
the 75 men who diad during the siege. of July. 1-23, but
we'd Jike. to have the complete Iist for the ont{re penod

If anyono can dlg theso up, "Yo Frankie" ought to be .

--able to

Well, It's about time that I end this and get back -

to deing ;mothlng that f most assuredly need:to do and:

that Is, work on my golf game. For some strange.reason,

I seem to do better at it and it's much more onjoyable -
when I'm NOT playing with Jim Campbell. I'm not saylng

that Jimmy li} Is a bad golfer-—| am saying that it is
. _roadlly apparent that he will make you a bad golfer.

Before | close and “sally for the to face the-
dangers of the day," ! have to say much thanks to all

- 1hose who helped me In-the hospltality room and the -
; -banquet Here's a special thanks fo Bonnie Martin, “Red”

Judd, Susan Stanger and Shella Willlams. A very big
thank you to Susan Huggins who won the.50-50 drawlrig
and gave the money back, to place in-our fnemorial fund.

I've probably forgotten to'say thanks to
someone, and if ) have 1.am, profoundly sorry. It's notjust
one person who makes the reunion. a.success, it’s.

) 'evoryono working together Just like we did 20 years ago :
- One lastthing. Yes, Patty Radford, | will have . |

enough regylar cokes in Shreveport for Reunion. "00,
Onge agaln, our Eagle Dustoff “was dusted off'---Fred
Behrens dld not win the clock raffte (nor did AI Martin)

See you in ShrevepodmRIp Corder o

M*od s Iettor from Arlene |

! f‘md road n‘ at tho banquet ar the reun!on? Lot

' Doal Fred -----

* Wish | Gould havo been there this year [ wlll roally miss all the Iovely

’4 P N

7/ns lez‘ter was sem‘ ro Fred Spaulding from Frank Marshalf 3 frlend Arlene end

peopie l.met last year. Please glve my warmest regards to all; Please read thls 10 '7 - Bt

- all when you feel the time Is appropriate.

For all of you who have known Frank so many years you know how many
smiles this warm, kind man has brought to you many times through the years,
_ . The man he'is today is dus In great partto the time he spent with:ali.of -
L YOou. The bond that was secured: at that time gave all of you the strangth and faith

- to go through life with dignity and integrity.

For what all of you gentlemen endured, no oho wilt ever be able to :
~ comprehend but we can thank you aII and feel the utmost prlde in the saorlfioe

. you made,

5 !ovmg and carlng man in l‘—‘rank

:-My thanks and fove to you all o
:A:leno o it b

(ARl my love to you Fred )

: S exte'nd' to atl of your my deepesi thanks and appreoiatlon !hls evenlng for
" allyou did and all you gave-up during that time. We have all bacome enriched by -
- haying you fn our lives, And | have had the good foduno of onjoylng a gentle, A
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Rnpcﬁ)rd Reumon ’99 at‘tend@%

Al and Bonme Martm A

Dan and, Lydig Esposito o
*Frank Bort . .
Chatles and Juanjta Tlpton
- Bl and \ahaila Wﬂliém }

erd Spautqu

Jirm and: Manlyn Kilgore
.Bob S'm.o.ke.r
James “Doc™ Ha frm

Herb and Vemmka Koentgsbauer Hend e

| Donations; letters and corresponderice. ;| |

«+'Thie'Battle:of Fite Support Base:Ripeord Assogiation is now::

411} official; and has been soifor over: a-yest. Fred Spauldingis he.... - [

keeper of the association checkbook, Your-donations for sapport -

assecxailon actfvmes shoultl be senitto Fr éd :11. K

Hawkins atf:‘.

Ripcord bmgs'aphnes, then and‘now '
We plan to restart.a feature in-the. ne,wsletter 0. share past d“d
. gurrent mformatmn abo‘ 1 ou:‘ menbers, P) il youi

:,bxogmplucal sketehes 10 l,he edxtor

- Biographigal sketches.should. incluc{sr;gur outﬁt in Vwmmm the .
-dates you were thue ancl th@ dates of YO, crvu,f;, your k';m'd‘

L L any: injeresting facts about, your involvsmont tith FSB Rlpco:d .

Tell us also what' you did aﬁer Vistnam, your ‘carcer, fcnmly and "’
)

of the memorial fund,newsletter:publication,‘and other e :

ST 1!

()ne oi‘ wz 319"’ Artillery 8 10‘3mm howit e firmg, on Rlpcm*d Davnd ¥, Rm
- commanded the Dbattery during most of thc sieg,e, untll he was wounded a *
B sewnd time and medumlly evacuatul SR : 5

. Critchlﬂw s '- C,
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fpcord coin shows tild 5divmon 'é: st m thé"cénter w1th the wmds ‘“3"’ Bde., 101st Abn I)w” in the banner below
Y 3 Jul'1970

1 I" Hil‘fnsan




Incoming

Letters from across the nation and around the globe

Lost members.and the Internet

_ 1 Wwas o 1l1c Internet the olher dav lonk;ng at some
Ri pco: d stufl when 1 ran across the Rip(*ord Report ad, 1 used:
1o subscribe to the. newsletter back in the mid-1980s when
Chip Collins was involved with it, For some reason the report
stopped coming in the mnail, so ] assoied it was shut dowi,

' 1 would like o start getting the Ripcord Report again
il possible.

. [ was with Echo Co.. 2/501 (mortars) on Ripcord
until the 18™ of July.

Thinks.
Walt Smith
Columbuos, Miss,
E-mall; ddd260tdaol.com

Indigestion and a contribution

This is a kCLp the presses 1ollmg9 contribution on
behalf of (deceased) Ripeord survivor 2" Licutonant Randy
Thontpson (12/1-306). who would have found great humor in
watching the "indigestion” the 101" Association would
undergo in attempting to *digest” the Ripcord Survivors,
(Okay. so 'y a year behing i i my reading=—1'm just not in a -

hurry anvmme)

'Wuh l)esl \wshe‘s‘_
l)ou Douner Iy
[a\cllc,\lllc Alk

l«"r(mi Ohio o

Sm ry Ior the dcl«w We've been on the road siice we
came hame from Virg pinia, Thanks again for the mcddllmn
chp in touch and may God bc with you and yours,

Currahec!
The Rcmym _
Lenny Long
/\nluc:p Ohip

lielitor's note: Lenny Long, his wife Cindy, Ron Will and his
wife Blenda and I met at Ron's place.in the western Virginia
hills for afternoon eats and fun chat. Lenny.and Ron were both
memhw s of Recon/2-5 (6. Former platoon leader Bob Seitz .
would: have made the gmhemng except that hiswife, Robyn, .
had just undergone nrinor sukgery and Bob fe[! the need to...
stay elose to the perimeter. L e

The ops e)l'i‘iccu_; reports
A short real miail note. 1 have inadverlently misplaced

vonr e-mail address. So it is the old fashioned way! | want to 7
make a small conlubunon 1o the Ripeord Report. | Cil]OV

receiving and reading cach issue, I am planningo atiend the -
reunion in Savannah in Qctober. The only conflict this:year
would be:health: with which [ struggle all the time; but, I get
by pretty well, My wifo will attend with me, T spoke with Bill
Williams last week and he 1mplied if at all poss1ble hc wold
also atiend.

Besides Bill I had anmhor call fnom the pdSt last .
Friday---John Motan, He was my driver, persanal sccurity:the
entire time I was 8-3 of the battalion. IIc was ¢vactaled from
the fire base on the morning of the 23", Apparently.on one of
the last hueys. He was not aware of the association. lIc weuld
like 1o receive the repott,

Hope all is well, Keith Nolan has kept me up to spcctl
on the “book.” He has undertaken a mgjor project withmuoch
input, 1 read The Price of Exit Iast November, I thought it was
well done, but 1 found the discussion about Hill 1000 ..
disconcerting, Either I had already departed the fire basc or |
don’t remember the same details, 1,.¢.. the recon patrol being
ordered to attack the NVA mortar battery.

r[‘lmt‘s it for now,. .

Cmmhcc' .
Herb Koenigsbaner (IIHL/Z ‘5()6)

Colchostcr A% 8

Harrison pressures Vietnamése

Editor's note: In August, Ben Harrison tried again to establish
contact with our former foes.and elicit.information from their
side.in the Ripeord fight. Heve s what he wrote o me and
Keith Nolan.

'.Hope all is well with you and yours, I'm trying again

for VN input to the book, 1 would like to say, “Look here,

asshole, we've written twice and you have done nothing,” But
somehow that doesn’t seem 1o be the Oriental way. -

And here w'what Ben wrote more officially,
/ y

Dear Semor Colonel Vo Dmh Quang,

[ have, mst umd thc Julv 199) issue of Triends oi‘ the
Vietnam Center: Your personal efforts and-hoso of the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam fo bring to the American people
a better understanding and appreciation for the hilstory and
culture of the Vietnamese people is greatly appreciated by -
those of us with an eucuring interest inyour country: .

¢ Keith Nolan, author of several books dealing witl the
war.in unmm is corrently writmg a book about the battles -
around Fire Support Base, Ripeord in 1970. Ripcmd is near. ..
Coc Muen, about 40 kijometers west of Hue. and is-beligved 1o -
have been consldcrcd a critical atea at that time for (e -

(Contiuucd on next page.)




Incoming continued.,.

People’s Anm of Vietnam. It is highly signifieqtit {tﬁa s
was the largest American retrograde movement witli forces
ninder contact in the entire war. 1t wonld be helpful, especialty
For historical accuracy and [airnoss to both sides in the battle,
it we could learn about the strategy. plans and dispositions and
hattle, msulls from Ill() poml oi vlcw ol‘lhc Pcople ¢ Annv of
‘\’lulmm Jeo

El W on]cl ulso bc, ol‘ g;lcat mlci cst 11 we coul(l gcl ihc
|1c1sonnl views of some of the commanders and soldiers of: (he
battles around Ripeord, As the commnder of American. ‘
troops. 3" Brigade, 101" Airborne Division, at the tlme, it
would be a privilege for me to personally meot with some of
1h=;, Peoplc, $ Annv of Vlemam parhc:pants of lhcsc balltcs

Singerely emd rcspcctﬁlllv
Benl., lI.mlson
Belton. [c\(m

i rhmr s note: ‘So /m no answer,
“lﬂnl{s T

P etter v o ; :
I'would like some information regarding Ripeard
Report. | served under Capt. Rembert Rollison duting
Operation Texas Star. Any information you have on Capt.
Roflison, an e-mail or nuuimg_z, address, lwouid dpprécmle .;15 l
wourld hkc lo say “hi” to the Ql ‘Boar:: R ¢

_Rmpuclm]l\ Yours, (‘urmhccl _ A
Chuck Shainon e e S

2 oiter S A TR L R
Received the information T requested on Capt.
Roltison and Ripeord, "Thank yow and liere'ds a sl domlthﬂ
for Ripcord Report.

Please send me mcmbcrslup 1nform<1t10n nl the
lulclneqq sho“n abovcz' o

(mmlm! L TR
Chack ‘;Imnnon (l)/2 506) SR :
Canyon Country. Calif,

Allee's adventure

Thanks for your continuing clforts with Ripcord
Report, limereally: 10()1(”1;1 forwhrd to:Nolan’s book.’

Please note the address ehange. Also enclosed isa -
check to-help you delray costs: Isthe agsociationa 50 1{c)3)
organization? If not, you might think about-doinig that, it nuight
help-you-get-soma d()h&il()llb l‘lom somc of thc bigger -
compamcs AR e B g SR

ST thnﬁliwasawuh,lhc I(),l“t Scpt 70*;Sc>pt 71,.1 Look

SO1M0 ‘Smnr movigs, mostly ity (ho reat-areai( [4506Y and: on fite
bases, mostly Rakkasan and Jack. Thave singe had the Smm
tranglerred'to video foriiat Thonght'vou and the associdtion
might like to have a copy. Lel nic know. I've nol.made a'‘copy
for anyone before,

The same day I read the latest issue of Ripeord

Report | came across the following that made me refect on |
my G Visinam, Theught you might find {his of interesl,
- Alice too up the fan and gloves, and, as the hall was

- very hot, she kept fansing heiself all of the tine she' went on

taiking, “Dear! Dear! How, gueer. everyrhmg is foday! And
vesterday things went on justas usual, [ wonder if1've been .
changed in the night?. Le me, mm/\. WAS! the mjrm n'hcw Lgaol
up this morning? I almost think 1 can fen.'ember /ec/.'m: a little
different. But if-'m not the same,. the next que.\‘non s, "Who in
the world-am 2" Ah. !HA 1"'s the great puzzief”And s/m L
hegean: flunan over all-the children she knew that el o/ the
saine age as herself, 1o see {f she could have been. changea’ [or
any-of them,—Lewis Carnoll Ahce 5 Advcnuuc in '
Wonderland -

Currahéel : '

Bob Lorboor ’
Sacramento, Calif, '
Citation

~ Would you like a copy of John Kreckel's DSC
citation? - o

Airbotue,
Blg, Al Nuvnmn (r O s RlO wnth A/Z 506) -

- Edjtor's: reaprm.se A! than]‘.s‘ )es‘ ’pfc?ase’

Ghostri(lu s'and pinlc rnl)lmus

Tlind i clifflcull 10 ;iddress officers wuhoul usmg
their rank. 1t was a pleasure talking to Herlr [Kocm;:,sbmle:] ]
only regret that it took so leng. Thank you (or the icivsletier. I
enjoyed reading it anid look forward to the next ssue,

- Iwas with A Co,, 2/506 before ] became Herb

Koenigsbauer’s driver, Wlhen were vou with A Co.? ~

Dmrmg> Ihc spung of 197() Ihe 2/%06 was m (amp

domg refrcshc: lramlng Onc evenmg, lust as thc pu;mclc:
bunkers were being manned for the night, T drove (he captain

~ of A Co, from the TOC to ousicle the perimeter wire (by (he

back gate) to check on A Co.’s progress returning to Byans.
The captain and 1 were tatking about what we would do when
we went back to the states. He was drinking coffec. e told
me he was g,om{, 1o Washmg,ton D( study Iaw and bccomc
alawyer,” " :

" We wore well ouismic the perimeter. A Co. was at the -
top of-a small hill we veere driving op. 1 then sasy the dirt in
the road start to°be kicked-upl Now, froni my recollection we
didn’t-say anything for the next few sccorids, but several
things happehed af the same tire. T hit'the “kill” switch 6. thc
jeep and we each 'dove out of the jeep on'our respective sides
as the jeep, still in gear, bucked toa halt: Lrealized J was on,
the wrong side (the hill side) of the small friclirie so. 1. -
scrambled over the road next to the captain. [ was very

(Conlin_ﬁcgl of next page.) B




Incoming continued, ..

impressed by the fact that he still had his cup of colfee. I
asked him if he had spilled any and he said “No.” I then asked
him if he saw wliere the shooting was coming from. He said,
“Ov cr there in those bunkcrs, 'pomtmg toward (“ﬂmp }Tvans
We'Went back” fotind lhc guy. “andl took Liim'te 1!1(? provost’
mdwhd] 5 office” A Co. returned’ wullout mCIdem
' Aré vouthiscaptain? =~ R
Ar c You in couldcl willh am{onc wlm ﬂew wnh thc
(;hoqmdms on Ity 2319707 Do you knovi'ir they ave a
Web page? 'The Ciliostilder choppor that plcked m ip thiit day
had hugc pink ribbong tied to the door gunner gun ﬁl,mchlons
Lookmg, forw(nd to Savannah. P

Thanks: again,
Joln Moran (A& Hll(‘/? 506)
Wosl Hills, (ahl‘ T

foditors note: N(Jpe 1 wash 't the cap!am John Moran was
with at the tinte. We discussed this atithe reunton and ﬁgured
it /md fo he rhe mrv bcfore mc-.- A!bert Burkhari

‘;uppmt Pl.ltoon lcml(,r fomul

During a tecétit conversation wnh Tcrrv \/(m Meter -
about our experiences i thie 506" Infantry chlrmg, thie Vietnam
War, [1old him about my being on FSB Ripcord and he then
{old me about the Ripeord Association, I had beeir assigned to
HHC/2-506 as Support Platoon leader, and 1 had opetated out

ol FSB Ripeord from® Aprll 15 theoygh July 15, 1970,
A L am tnlerested in joining (e z)ssocimlml and woulcl
Cappr n,umc :cc,u\ mg mfmnmtlon aboul h

.Hnwcrcly.
Robin Graham-
M(mh(umn Ka

PdSiO!‘ Bob

Is lhc Mlclmcl Nuv chal Defcnse Funcl a worllw -
cause? e
Alsa, if thcto isevera necd f01 thc scrwces of a
pastor. please give me 4 Ccl” ST e

Bob Sfitoker ((JZ "S()(s)
Rcd Llon Pcnn

©

W!m ] pau,ki‘n;, 30ur ‘chutc"

I)lsr%ard all 1l1c c-niail add: c85es ancl g0 sumghl to -
lh(_ neasage: You tight wait fo-use this in'a futiitd Ripeord -
- $Cgoing? Do you ave aiie-ihaifaddress? 18 0.

Bmkc Va Do e

e mrpengo i s 2t el e

Ca Jet, ﬂghrer pHof 1 Vietdam; Aﬁer’ 75 combal hils:

Here's what Jerry sent,

Ever thanked anyone for doing something for you?
Or maybe, like a lot of us, we don’t say thanks to the people
we ofien should. Take this story.

Charles Pluh, a U.S Naval Academy graduate, was
irssivns His
plane wis destroyedby i sturfacett=ain miksile. Phinit e c,rec.'ed
and parachuted into enemy hands. He was captured and spent
the next six yearsin a comnnintst] ph'.son “He survived mrrf
ordeal’dhd’ now Iecrw’es about Ie.s.som Iearned /rom mm
experience. S CENE A

Onie’ deiy, when hie (md izh' Wﬁ) Were .urqu ina
restafant, and a man at griother table came up and sald,

- "You're Plumbl You flew jet fighters in Nam from the carrier

Kitty Hawk. - You were shot downt”

“Howin Ihe wor!d dad wm lumw n’mr 2" asAed
Plumb. Con :
Ok, 1 was fhe one wha pac!(ed your pamciwre rhe
man replled, '

Phunb gasped in .surprise and gmtitude I he man
.smiled and sald,-"Yep, I guess it worked.” ‘

< Plunib assurved titm, *If sure did work--- :/” yaur c}mre
hadn’ !woMed I'wouldn't he here today.” '

 Plumb couldn't sleep that night, thinking abom !he
ntan who had packed his parachiite, Plumb kept wondering
what the man might have fooked fike in a Navy uriifornr. "I
wondered how many Hmes I might have passed-him.on the
Kitty Hawk. I wondered how many times I might-have seen
him and not even said-gdod morning; fow are yoiu, or.
anything, heaau.sc. vou v@e I was' a f ghrer pn’or arm’ he was
er ] .s*r:li(w ;
= ’hm:h tlrmrq."ﬂ uf rhe mmw homw rhe Ama’m‘ !mra' Spemt
on a long wooden table in the bowels of the ship carefully
weaving the shrouds and folding the siths of each chite, -

holding in his Hands the fate of someone he didn't kiiow:

“Now Plumb asks his audfences, “Who's packing your
‘chute? " Everyone has someone who provides what they need.
to mate it through the day. Plumb also points out that we all
nedd many kinds of pardehutes. We need mema! emoffona!
‘and spiritual parachites as well. ‘

While a prisoner of war, Plumb caﬁed on all of these
supports before reaching safety. His experience reminds us all
to prepare ourselves to weather whatever storms li¢ ahead-~
‘and to recognize and appreclate all of those people who pack
our parachutes every day, for they are the ones who lr. uiv
deserve the credit for our survival, .

Is there someone you need to thank for packing
]Jom-s) R R R :

Quicl{ note of thanl{s fe ey _
Dot e etic e BLyleow i gl L
So‘ ;gldd {o'sce Jcrrv Wlse s létterin’ Rrpr'nrd Repc)rf

Since hls address was hot complete, please fill it in for us..
Also enclostiig a-cleck for ph mtmg anclrpostagc Wc hopc, lo
attend the: Savarinaly reumon P

R PRI
Becky fI‘hompson (mothcr of Randv Tlloinpson D/*l 506)
Bllox1 ‘Miss, .- T _ :

3‘:,3"|.£||\l' s




Memories, truth and Wlndy H|II reflectlons

By Chip Colllns _

The founder of the Ripcord Assogi

it meant to be a soldier at Ripcord then and now

BIRCHLEAF, Va.—I had the opportunrty to visit Chubk
and Glenda Hawkins at LZ Windy Hill recently, They live
in & cozy northern Virginia retreat; with.a spectacular
view of the Blue Ridge, deer that-come calling eary.in- -
the morning and late of-the evening, and colorful sunsets
that light up even a world weary soul-like mine. it was an
evening 1o reflect with my two long-time friends and Iater
nhjoy Glenda’s excellent efforts in the kitchen. .

' ~As it often happens when we get. tegether the
conversation touched on anything and everything, -
including Ripeord-and-the- assoetation..Chuck-asked ifl
wold consider doing-an artlele for the newsletler..| had .
written retrospectives .and a-hook review oriwo during
my brief stint as editor of the newsletter. Recalling my -
frustration with getting members to participate and their
significant others, | agreed | would. Later, | came-to the
conclusion that what b should offerthe groupswould:be:to
relate-some of the theughts we touched an that evening.

Chuck and others have-often asked how it was .
that | knew the right thing.to:do was develop the. = . .o
association across urtt and seivice lines, Actually |- didn't
know. i was |ust tuck, something that happened. | hast ..

set.oud to organize-a reunion of Bravo Co., 2/508 people:

[But the people | heard from.were Just about.anyone:but,
Bravo. @Qne eady contact was an English prefessor .. .
named-Jim Falrhall, wheo-hadiserved.in-a sister battalion.
Jim'was fascinated with Ripcord-and wanted to-interview
survivors far a phssible book, We needed:-more.contacts
Lhan the.dwo or three people that-represented.the
association and newsletter-at that time, Our. collaboratlon
hmuqht rmmy early members into ihe assoclation

I!nvingb $4 1:(! for many yea: $ tlmt the
msocmlmn s developmcnt was luck, mn now
less sure,. A :

Havmg saud for many years that lhe ‘
ssoclation’s development was luck, | am now less sure
It has been such an unusual experience:thatI'm.not sure
some-sort of divine interventlon- was at work; Maybe
someone greaterthan we-understood the mén.of: -
Ripcord'smeed foi theafter:conflict fiehdships and 'y
hrothe ood weshave benefiled fromsifice.
Roqardlefss of-how.it hﬂpp@ned I'megladit-hap

Qilr- chllection of over 370 survivors and frignds of the
fira base fstestamentio somethingispecial:at work.. 4
Chuck and | tried to define, as we have-en othen
peeasions, what it is that makes the association tick. |
know that | had feelings very early on about the Battle of

| Rlpcurd’s story

Lt | 't

Fire Base Rlpcord I knew somehow that it was different '
and in some. way.critical, | always knew that,: deep down,
somewhere in the. gut.level, There werea lot of ather. .
Indications that was the case. Like the high-ranking

“noncoms that walted for us afterward at Camp Evans

and asked that we watch what we sald to reporiers, Or
when 1 left Vietnam and got dead silence from departing
grunts anytime | mentionted where my unit-had operated
Partly because of its uniqueness there lsa -
sense that Ripeord's story may-end up as one of the:
definitive stories of America’s Vietnam expertence, That
lsn't something that just Ghuck.and | share. | have heard
it from many others in many ways as time has passed
and the men of Ripcord have.come together across-the. -
country. The basic elements of America's expetience in
Vietram, good and bad, right and wrong, came together
around the Batlle for. Fire Base Ripcord as.ithad a . .
tendency to do-during:large battles but with slgnificantly

: dlfferent consequencesi ‘

one’ tlmi ity amocimion, '
unbound’by traditional unit iines of aifers

action remembrance have been umqucly '
situated to tell, o

Qur history in Southeasl Asia is forever linked to
Ripcord, its surrounding hills and valleys, and the. = .
experlences we as soldiers shared before departing the
area forever. Ripcord's story is.one that its association,
unbound by traditional unit lines of after-action
remembrange have heen uniquely situated to tell. !
belleve history will ultimately record that we told it
honestly and well, :

| don't pretend to understand everythmg about”
what has driven the assoclation, but | believe a large
piece of it has had to do with our collective search for the
truth. And truth is so complex: VWhen we were young, we
tended to see truth in shades of black and white. Older. - -
and:wiser, we resognize that it Is not simple at.all. It has
many shades.and.layers and almost.always-has to do
with:the behelder's perspective. In our search fontruth:
we have gradually come to understand the noed-to, sift -
through the layers and not to take the subtle shades for
granted. Gl oo Y

{Continued on next page.)




Coilins, from previous page..,

n many’ ways our search i for truth as it relates

to us and to others, The more we can-comsto’
understand what-happened, the more comploete we - -
seem (o becomse. | know from my:-own.experience that
coming home after Ripcord made.me feel that a large .
chunk of me.was missing. L.earning the truths about .
Ripcord and our entire experience gver there has been a
long and arduous process, but the more | know the
more t sénse that somefhinq lessis mlsslng ' :
T A\White touchmg on'truth, Twanted to reflact on’ an
issue that | hopé thdt we all have ¢ome to understand.
Each of us has'our nest of snakes to sort through; but |
don't think | -ever-encountered thefirst coward onand -
around that hillIttookedurdge in-the most extreme-to -
will yourself off:-whalever path to hell that the-chepper
carrying you decided to-drop you off on, | met people | -
didn't think did their job well, but life has taught me that
is normal. My sense of truth about the people we knew
there Is much as itis In any. difficult place or situation,
People did pretty much the hest they could under the
circumstancos, Ripeord's history, fts truth, bears ot that
dolrig the best we could was really not that bad atall, -

5o

The men of Ripeord ... have been men of
vision and valor..,

-} compare my memories and feelings for the

men of Ripcord to the end of a favorite movie, loneeome;

“Dove always moves me, becaush It is'a story of ¢
enduring friendshipiin spite of extrame hardship and
adverse clroumstances, Atthe end of the movie the

: newspapel reporter. try!nq to get a quote from Woodrow

- Call 58YS, “They say-you are a man of vision." Ihstead of

- the response he expeotad, Woodrow then experiences a

vivid, painful recolléction of the people he had shared

* Werdship with. That was his.sense of being a man of
vision. The men of Ripoord; all of you, have been men of
vision and valor and | remember you that way,

Crest of the 111
Artillery Regiment,
Motto: On Time.

F llldll(‘:ld] contrlbuuons:
1r0m

B:I D. l’nyne B
Sid B;:rry e e e
Jeery D, Rodgers

Bob Smoker

Bob Lorbecr

Herb Koenigshbauer

Gary Roberson

Chuck Shannon:

Ron and Blenda Will

Lenny and Cindy Long
Donald C. Donner .

Dan and Lydia Ksposito

Becky and Rod Thompson

Thanks, and at tip of the (‘u: ralee stecl pot
ion your support.

ipco[q veterans at The Wall
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States, and-all eqmpmcnt, must be withdrawn

military o ‘economic assistance by the United
States to'South’ Vlct_umm. That's what they
insist on. So—how. do 'you get. that? Yougoto |
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Ripeowd Repore
Clarel Hawking, editor

- AMdldvess sorrection requested,

~PHILA PR 191 05751 12, P55 195 #ep

g

UG AOSTAGE &
b1

0033

HME,‘H‘R ‘N}MH

waw

Nov.-Dec. 1999 Issue - .

™

ottt


Frank
Rectangle

Frank
Rectangle


