For friends and survivors of the
Battle of Fire Support Base Ripcord,
RVN March 12 July 23 19?0

Nolan completes manuscript sends io Presldloi

Louusnana Natlonal Guard
101°* Alrborne DIVISIOI‘I to
‘support Reunlon ’00

SHREVEPORT LAt just doesn't get any better than
this. Welcome to southern hosplitality, Loulsiana- -style.

o ~Jim Canpbell (C/2~o06) has been busy recently.
More nmiioﬁ'antly, he’s been danged effective.

By callingin’a few markers, gajoling, scroungmg
and maybe just alittle good. old~fashloned arm~tW|st|ng,
Jim has gotten preparatlon§ for Reunlon ‘00 off toa
running star.

Chalk up the 101St Aitboras Division coior guard
for starters To that add the NCO of the year . and
enlisted man of the year. Then throw In the Louisiana.
Natlonal Giard Band, compléte with bagpipes of the
Strathruadh Pipe and Drum Group for good measure,

. Jim's baby brother, Maj. Gen. Hondo Campbell,
is chiief of staff of U8, Army- Europa After an exchange
of e-mall messages, prestol o

But wait, there's more

" 8hieveport is home: to Barksdaie Alr Force Base
and Is heaquarters for the 8" Alr Force, Sinoce the
actloiis around FSB Ripcord were truly {oint actions,
involving all the services (Alr Force, Navy and Marine

piiots flew at Ripcord at one time or another), it seemed
only appropriate to include the Barksdale Alr Force Base,

- Honor Guald and Jim has gotten their commitment. -
.. .The hlghiight of the reunion will be a solemn

memorlal service at the Shreveport-Bossier City War

Memorlal. The ceremonles will Include presenting a

memorial wreath at the site, laying a memorial stone to
commemorate the Ripcord batile, followed bya2f-gun .

salute Taps and bagpipes playing.
.. Besure to make thls one, and bring the famlly

fore réutios waéiaus*ronifpas.ets.sa?-a""a‘ b

Golf and casinosl?l Did anyone mention golf g

and casjnos? G

Reunion 00 dates set for
October 12-16. If you've never

‘beento a reunion, be sure to
“make this ene! | -

If you ve been to a Ripcord
Reunion before, you ain’t seen
nothing yet'

I Chinook ﬂfes off the: w::1d~SWept mountaln we oaﬂed

Ripcord, Remember those who fell there, The y did not
shirk thear duty nor: sz‘ain therr sacred honor .

Courtesy of Patrick Germany, C/2-506




.,“Z Wlndy Hill

NOKESVIL i Va.~I've been goiitg. oveitiersia fifs4 or
the past several weeks. There sure Is lots of lnteresting
history that's been-collected abput Ripcord vet the
years, Andi| reckon Keith:Nolan:has' éaptured most df- |t
in his manuscript of the battle, _ :
Keith's book about our trial by fire in the rugged
rain forest mountains near the ‘Shau is now al Presidlg
Press In' Novalo; Cafifofhla, They l| do & couple of final”.
wditing %t‘r[rb%“sm the type stick’ in the: photos Koith 5.

L colldetod and ot up the gallsy proofs. Then it's offto the |

print shop for printing and binding, The:book Is expeoled
to be out sometime this summer.

Instead of me rambling-on, | thought it might be
Interesting to sée some of the articles and pleces that ,
have appeared in past issues of Ripcord Report: Here
and on the following pages are some items from an
unnumbered “speclal edition” dated July 19886

' Enjoy-~Chuck Hawking, editor- -

Stars and Stripes—Sunday 26 July 1970
Reds were planning to
as sault flrebase |

- 888 Vietnam Bureau
FSB E‘.V/\N Vietnam---Red troops aurroundinc
Ftre Support Base Rlpoord were planning to launch a
coordinated attack to ovarrun the post simllar to earlier

1 efforts.whon the 104 Alrbopne DiveTroops: puﬂed oul

Thursday, division officlals said: Friday. :

Information avaflable indicated. tha! the Reds N
waere cofisolidating their strength in prepamtlon for the

c,nult the. officlals sald. :

The degision to romove 200 troops from the
: lmso and-{wo- fnfantry security companies nearby came -
| Tuesday when division offlcers decided that alr and
attillery strikes would ruin the enemy surrounding the
eamp -more effactively and more. oheaply than lnfaniry
tmops, military souroes sald.

- ~The troops were evacuated from the tlny, figure~ o

| eight-shaped oulpost—the 101%s westernmost --

- outpost=dutring slx and a half hours of what some -
soldiers described as “lving hell” as more than 500

‘mortar shells slammed Into the base, .

The men were evacuated from a tiny !dnding
zone at the south end of the outpost. Three Amerioans '_
ware killed and 20 wounded in the escape according to
" the:U.8, Command. ' ‘f :
{. - OneCH4T7 Ohinook helloopter, allempting to
i remoye some-af the six 105mm howltzers virtually -

—

: dostroyed.July18:when gnether-Chinook crashed: with P
. load of ammuyaition, crashed on the.pad and then was hit b
~ by amentarround... RIS S P et s

_ I the earlier Chinook,mcident Red machine ity
T ogun fire from near the camp's. perimeter touched off the:
downed helicopters fuel tanks which.then exploded the" .
i 3,500 pounds of ammunition,. causing the barrels of the

- n’iﬁ’nth‘

six nearby howitzers to melt. One man died |n the
lncident according to the command,

Flr‘ebase Ripeord was bullt three and a half
o<in.the center of Red strongholds in western
Thua Thien F’rcvlnoe near: t!pe A:Shau Valley,

B Co,, 2" Bn,, 506 LInf:, was the first unit Into

PN

*Rlpoord Aprl-F, &nd it'was the Jast to léave Thuisday

[Editors note: Alpha:Companiyy2/506 was first ;
on Ripcord in an exp!oratory insertion on March 12. 8
.. Go..was the last unit to leave the firebase;:A:and:D:6o.;;
2/506 was the last units out of the area on July 23, ] ‘
S e Imdsmorlam the day we went In and -

_ morlars the day we went out and mortars avery day In

between,” sald Sgt. Richard Pryor, 21, who was one of
the last 18 men to leave Ripcord, _
.. Officlals said the tiny outpost has taken an.
average of about 50 mortars overy day slnce the 101
moved in. : :
- “The'most amazlng thlng was thoee chopper .
pllots,” sald Pfc, Daniel Biggs, 22. "I saw one goin when .

- two mortars had just splashed down, right on the pad

where he was going to land. It wasn't three seconds
before he came In——he came rlght In, dldn tturn away or
anythlng "

Offjclals said the enomy ooncentration was part
of an enemy buildup to take advantage of dry. weather by .
stashing supplies for future operations,
- ~_They sald Ripcord had been establlshed to.

 upset his abifity to move supplies through that part of

western Vietnam'toward the. poptilation centers, They.. .
denied the withdrawal represented any kind. of defeat,
explalnlng the fire support. hase had-served its purpose -
“and the men were withdrawn so that full U.S, firepower
could be’ concentrated on the Iarge number of enemy
bollaved 10 be'in the area. - .

. Tactical air'strikes began poundlng Rlpoond as
soon as the last troops were pulled oyt and continued.
into the night and all day Friday, Officials said 44. ta(,tioal
air strikes were cafled In Thursday,

[Editor's note. In fact, officlal journa! entries

_ ‘show that there were over 80 sortles of tac. air called in

on the day of the withdrawal fro;n Ripoord and they

_ dropped 153 fons of bombs 1

Photo by Chris Jensen
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The Battle of Rlpcord

IlW

By DO HIRST

-1"{‘; [33

FoB RIPCOHD, S60ih \/Ietnamw f o

The perlmeief‘Was boing slowly "
sucked in as giant Chinook and -
smaller Huey helicop{ers swooped
in to evactate troopers from this
battered base. Suddenly one bird
came under heavy fire frorn a 51-
cal machine qun. .
o engaged the machine

gun'with my. ME0 bue he spotted
me and fired,” Fecalled ggt. .
Chrlstopher Hlnman 21, "One o
round hit my ammo can and it went
up, | was hit in the arm and leg and
it blew my flack Jacket helmet and
gun all fo hell. | left the area. Evaw
man felt. they were closing in..,

. That was how the flnai
Hours lof FSB Rlpcord Iooked to
one of Its, defen '

Abn, Div,

It was a me when bravery _
was commonp!aoe and sheer.
terror the normal state of mind. It
wasn't the first time ih the Vietham
War that a base had been
nbandoned under heavy fire, but to
the men who fotght the enermy,
. the memorjes.of theli private hell
- wiil still be vivid when Vietnam Is a
© pageinahistory book, ~ -
- - Whenithe battallon oarved
- out the oblong-shaped base atop 4
3,300-foot Hill in early Apell, many -
- of the grunts were looking forward
* totheirtum at the relatively.cush -
- duty of perimeter security even if

© the base was Just nine klloks from :

|, the NVA-Infested A Shau Valley.
:* When the Infantrymen sweated
- and strained to make Ripcord B
© anotherin the-end!ass sefies

caurroundlng area would soon ‘be

: one-of the most-hotly: oontested
" plecesof real estate.in 1 Corps, . i .
and would ultlmately cost 61 |Ives L

E abpa;ently'lov:u The 2/506 m .
have fost 61 KIA; 74 men from all

_slege alone, Others perrshed in the

' formidable enough—a company of

" several small caches of mortar
Delh inf,; 101 St '\":..; B R

“their presence felt with occaslonal

o of Bravo Battery, 2/319™, 1019
ATy, XXIV Corps, manned their. .
© guns round the clock in an attempt
“to silence the Indoming. They
. averaged an hourortwo of sleep '
" Purple: Heart apiece.

: over orap in your pants?” said: as

‘svents denied Ripcord half of its -
. adlillery and started the brass

units involved lost thelr fives on or
around Ripeord, during the 23- o‘ay

Ripcord AO hetween the first. .

insettlon off March 12 andthe .

beginnmq of the battle] i
Their defenses were

Infantry forpenmeter security, -
miles of congertina wire, Claymore
mines and two batterles of artillery,
both 105s and 155s, Outside the
wire, the remainder of the battahon_
roamed the rugged hill country in
search of the. enemy. They found

rounds and other ammunition, but
in the.words of one high- ranktng
ofﬂuer things Wel (5 “pretty“ quielk?
Then.came July, "

. The NVA bagan to make. -

mortar of recoifiess rifle attacks,
Firstjust a few shells, then .
progresswely more and more untll,
said one platoon leader, at teast 50
rounds a day came crashing inside
the pocket~ sized perimeter, ,
The gutsy: cannon cookers :

Abn. Dlv., and A Btry;; 2n Bni, 11

each night-and racked up. almost a -:

“What was it lke? Did you : )

05 gunner from 2/319, “The
oming fust-didn’t |and outsidens

gded gun i ey e

: Iaoements)—qlf was hlltlng nght
Inside thé: pits. Our six guns: fired::
1 500 rounds the first day." "~ -
S But on July 18, a. serles of

A

3

'f-ithlnking about: pu!iing Ut A
.. Chinook with. a. slingload.of. 105mm
: ammuniﬂon was. hovering ever .

',ag tlhne when bravery was gcommonplace and sheer terror the

AT

.-w'

Bravo Battery when epemy,fire,

- knocked it from the sky, anutes )

later the helicopter burst into flame

and soon the high-explosive shells

. began cooking off, first. one ortwo

at a time, then bigger and bigger

- explosions. The men had little.. .~

cholce.but 1o abandon their guns. .
Many hours later when the last
sholl had spent its explosive force, .
they retumed. to their gunpits.-The
once-lethal cannons were }uqt 50

" much scrap.

Before 'é\‘/erythlng started .

'going bang, recalled Hinman, he

Rk ;;.:exploding ‘shells‘begai to-spread
- Faverthe firebase dnd made-life’
tmigerable for the next:sal eral
shotrs: Butimore than tha E
disgomfort, the los§ ofthe‘quick i |
-4 fifingpinpolnt-docurate: 105
o ’.howitzers worrled troopers- o

- and a pathfinder ran-over to the -

downed Chinook with ﬂre g
extlngjélshers o _
£ “Fhe ship wa on fire "L

o sald Hinfan: and thete was a'guy’
~ trapped undemeath He:was badly

burned and several guys with:
shovels were trylng to dig: him out A
We tried to bank the fire with .~
sandbags, then the M60.ammo In

th_e chopper started. going off.”

.. The rounds forthe big
guns were ready to blow too:
recalled Hinman, so there was little

‘that the battalion commander

could do but order them to run fbr

b thelr lives. Their frantic efforts to -
¢ - save the trapped crewman from

burning to death were in vain,
“Some rounds came in -

' whl!e we were.rying to get hlm

out,” sald Hinman emotionally. .
'God damn those----gooks|" .
cs gas from.some of the -

C.o_ntln'ned 'Q‘n 'next”pa:g'e'. .




Continued from page 3,

“I feel the 105 is a better
defensive weapon than the 155,”
said one veteran squad leader. "It
must have been a great morgje ,

. Farthe, next fourdays lhe
m(‘ommg increased in, volume,.,
still, said one, NCO,;morale was
good. "We just dud a Iitle deeper >
he said matter-of-factly. .

' “You didit't kriow where
lhey d land,” vetorted Sp4 Steve
Hanson: “I'm not afrald of a dink |
can see, but that..,”

“As the hours passed
brass back at divislon _
headquarters décided the base .
was more of a liability than an”
asset. Conotusion: -get the hell out...

~ "We knew we were leaving
the night before," said SSgt Tom
Rubsam, a 23-year-old acting
platoon Ieader “Theytold uswe -
waren'l being beaten off and that
Ripcord had performed its function.
Tactically It was a good maove.
When | heard about it | thought
‘Let's gol"‘ h
While the weary ‘Gls on .
Ripcord began the task of getting
ready for the exiraction slated to -
begin before dawn, Sp4 Floyd
Alexander was %ltting several miles
away, still trying to-get used to the
fact-that he was alive, Early that
morning the young recon farward
observer was with Alpha Company
when it was hadrd hit by the NVA,

- "We were gelling ready to -

loave our NDP (night defensive
position) when mortars staited
popping. Then there were satchel
chatges' and AK fire We were :
overryn,"

A burst of fire kH!ed the
artillery FO and blinded another Gl

near Aléxander. They were' "~

separated from the rest of the *
company,'so Alexander covered -

thi wounded Gl with his own. body - "

and played déad for ore than -
three-hours: The: worst moment '
came when an NVA soldler .
padded sllently over to'whefe {hé
two Gls lay and stared at them for
saveral minutes,” :

“He was carrying an AK* "
and wearing sandals,” said a stili-
shaken Alexander. “He stared at

Syt

boost forthe gooks.".." L e

H

‘chopper crashad on the 18", he”
. was-tight there with.us {rying:

B

me and then he just walked off. |
was scared and praying the whole

time belleve me,"

: ~company “I didn't find out about
1. Ripeoerd-until we got back from the
A.flel_d '

u"|

- away when the ﬂrst whup v_vnup of

approaching heilcopters
announcedthe start of the .
extraction. Oné Chinook was shot
dowr during the withdrawal, but

the crew escaped intact, Ironically.’

the downed bird landsd atop the
already destroyed artillefy pleces.
“Fate stitt had itstoll to

collect from the battle-weary
soldiers. Three men, includlng the -

hattalfon commander, Lt. Col. -
Andre Lucas, were kilted dunng

the extraction, Another 20 were

wou_nded

“He was' & damned good

CO," sald one peon, "He was
definitely for the'troops. When the

out the ‘guy who wa's trapped.™ -

The perimeter was steadlly )
shrinking as hellcopters ferried out

load after load of GI$. Sporadic;

incoming as well as antiaircraft fire

didn't help, but chopper]ocks still
made textbook approaches,
_ ) "They dida helluva ﬂne

job,” said one trooper. "Another * -

hour and 1 think the dinks would
have been in the wire"

> The remalning Screaming
Eagles were clustered around the

TOGC, almost everyone totinga -+
“fnachine gun. Suddenly, recalled

Hinman, “l noticed that my wallet

' ;,;;was mlsslng "

“So under the covenng fire

e \'of his buddies, the youthfil .
-sergeant raced hack down the hill

to look for his missing bififold. He.
found it and made a mad zlgzag
dash back to the TOC :

. “There was 35 gents and a
picturs of my gl inslde," sald
Hlnman .

Finatly the’ base was

: deéerled As the last choppers

headed for safer terrltory, fighter-
bombsérs rained death on the -
enemy helow, The battle for -
Ripcord was over,

“We could have qwen
them a good fight anytime they hit
the wire,” sald one-grunt, “and we
coulld have defended the hase
indefinitely bul what for? We're -
going to Eagle Beach fora party
tomorrow. We'll take' more

.. .casualt] g;therg@than ws-:a g, ut'

R

Ripcord "

Artillerymen at Ripcord during the
siege, Photo by Chrls Jensen -




Greatest adventure

. 4 Thanks forthe Iatest edition ofthe R!pcord
Report, As usual, |.enjoy the articles very much;
- jtsesms ke an- eternity-ago (actually: 30.years)
thnt | stepped offthe-alrcraftin Ben.Hoa, South Vietnam
- (o-belngthe greatest adventure-of my.life. | along with-..
Marty. Glennon:and Jerry Cafferty were about to rénder” .
aid,-save lives-and fightin the spring offensive of 1970,
We were young ‘docs” detérmined to do what had: to be
done 1o kesp the most honorable legacy of the L8+~
/\rmy medic allve and to add 1o the quacy wnh our -
“blood, sweat and tears,” '
. -Those experiences in combat formed the solld
: platform of:my adulthgod and attitude to my:ife. Nothinq
but nothing can equal the absofute test of comb
can. . |ecelve= the ooveted Rlpoord Coln? !

ihe veteran troopers of Ripcord battles

F rank A Gonza!os (5/2006 Recon: med:c)
Qro Valley, Allz. PRI

A1 -Elgrnade_tte Mary Pat-and myself and a whole brood of

:-tho i ghtfulneSs )

- Aletter from home, and artillery shett for Uncle Mo's
boys in the Ripcord AQ, Mail is an exceptionally
Important part of the life of a soldier in a combat
zone, as this artilleryman from B/2-318" would attest,
Despite the fact that ha's wearing a fatigue Jacket
with: the 82" Airborne pateh o if, the trooper is &
memberiof the 101, Chrls Jenseh ook the photo
during thoe siége, Chirls'wis a combat Bhotog
ith 2213‘ Signal out of Saigbh and=épeht :

-INCOMING
' fSomeday...

- lt 5 been a while since Ive been in touch I ‘
enjoy the Ripcord Report and all the news, Some day
Fwiltjoln you:guys at.a reunion, After T'made my -
search of memberof D Co:, 1/508™ and located
about-70 of us,  have laid fow-and wat_ched its- -
“resuits. My-biggest joy was hearing-how Reandy-
Thompson was overjoyed with finding some-of his. -
own, it was such-a terrible tragedy he isn’t here today -
to heal more of his wounds. Itis gratifying to-me-his
parents are activein this assoc;lation Someday, I'd
lke: to meet them.
: Here's a gontribution for the report 1 {00 am
~very. excited.about Kelth's book.as { have-been in
contaot W|th him about our company s Involvement

Thank you and Curraheer
Gib Rossetter
North Platte, NE

 Letterto Bob Seltz (Recon/2-506), a West Polnt.:

olassmate of Bill Pahlssa (Al2—506 KIA July 22 1970)

Thank you forthe wonderful Ietter and the:

'[mémorial sarvice] programs you sent for our family, Qur

mother would have been very happy to have heard from N
you and seen the programs. but as Glen told you she
crossed over May 8" There are still four Pahissas who.-

. will always be pleased to hear from any of BiII s

classmates,
Bill has been gone. many years and we still feel
his presence so when we recelve communications from

‘his friends we know his memory will never die,: The .

remalning Pahissas are Bill's brother Gerard, sisters .,

Chns Pahissa-Van Meenen
Page, Anzona




More -i-nc._oming--..'.-

: Nothlngj to report
. g { .

" starled getting the R:,ocord Reporf a'coliple of

years ago throligh & referral*from’a! fellow 6n AOL" -

s g b ol foe

REBlackie i dll- 1 femenibéi It hag been‘ver‘ylnterestlng :
torhéar all'thierstories ahy: Sog sdmé‘of“the pldturesn _,he :

newslatter.: v vill & A e

" [uist gof the January‘2000 issues with' the '+
member addresws However, Inbtlced that thé wrong =
unlt as assigned 1o my name. It was Ilsted ag' B/ 1~ 506
The correct unit that | was In was the 265" Radlo*

Research Company (Army Security Agenacy). | did notice" _
another Jim McCoy listed for D/1-508, 50 make sure It s -

James (Jimy McCoy In Waxahachle, Texas!
- Just a-brief hio onme:{ -arrived on Ripcord on
June 1, 1970. Qurthree-man team occtipled:the bBunker

next to the TOC and we latermoved to a conex bunker

hetween thé.commao bunker and the 106 ammio dump.
Some folks‘may remember me at the colonel’sdaity
briefings. 1'always. sald;*RRU hasnething to report," -
That always- drew some chuckles! | served there-until

-around July: 16" when | feplaced another member ofthe ;

265" who was wounded by-a short round-on FSB -
Rakkasan.: The:other two guys with meé there were Dave
Dyke (Morse interceptor) and George Davls (Ilngulst)
Haven’t heard from elther of them,”.

Ourbunker-(the second ona) took a dlrect hit
from a 75mm recolltess rifle on the 1 of July, Just -
damaged the sand bags and pretzelized an en_gineer
stake, it was amazing that'the ‘other RRU-guys-got out

when the ‘Hook crashed In the 105 dump—it wasn't 10 |

yards from our bunker. -

| remember working with the 82 (Intelllgence)
offioer for 2/506. We did some document translation a -
few times for him, Wonder if you could' remember who
he'was and update me on him if you oah? -

I haven't been able to attend any of the
reunions, but Shreveport Is in driving distance from my
p07 here Just south of Dailas 50 | hope o make thls one,

‘Curraheel ‘ '
James (Jim)y McGoy (265‘“ RRU)
Waxahachle, Texas

Aquickle A o
Great issue of the nawsletter Keep up the qood
work, I know how hard it is to get those things put -
together-and mailed out. Just a guick note'to let you
know that my address neéds updated. Befow Is the new

Ray Is also known as RHBlackie@aol.com

5,7;;-Anonquus sent |n a donahon Thanks

: Frank “Doc” Gonzales (Recon Medlc 2/506)

| G’lb‘ Rossetter (D/1 -_505)

DONATIONS

' Bob Seltz (Recon 2/506)

"Thanks and a ttp of the Rlpoord steel pot to
you all far your support ;

‘water, of a.womarn waving a towel or'small blanket with -
- herdog standing beside het. The: story is that her man
. went fo:sea and when-his:ship became overdue;-the -

‘woman began a vigi by-the-docks, waving to-every ship

that passed in:hopes: her lover would seé her, Although

_ QuotableQuote:

| From Robert Debs-Heint, Jr.’s Dictionary of Mﬂitary and
- Naval Quofations.

atue.in Savannahby the

she reportedly didthisforyears; her man and his ship
was never seen or heard of agaln S

if a seiection of -good. sergeant*s and corpora!s be: made
by the officer.al the-head.of the regiment,.and i that:;:

- offlcer wilk onty allow those mdivlduals todo their duty,
3. not:theyeast.d . dt !

yenuy-by:
Oampa!gn, 0, 1812
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Behmd the scenes
f rounion preparation

‘Reported by Jim Oampboii (Cl2~ 506) In an o- maii
!_messago datod Fobriiary 14 2000

P
e e et ,_-1‘-1
1y kTR g-t..»i E R

~ Fred called this afternoon and we havo ohongod hotelsE :
L Wewlll bEftaying at thal Holiday Tnnt i Byssier Gity on !
. ©ld Minden. Highway. Thils hotel is-considerably beiter .

© than the Raimada Inn and has agreed to a room rental of
56 dollars, whieh | find incredible, The-hotel:ls Just .
around the corer from where the ceremony wiII 1ake
place and also not more than flve minutes from
Barskdale Air Force Base. It also is only about'400

~ meters from Ralph and Kacoo's where we will be eating
on Friday niqht This s & muoh better doal than: the

: Ramada Inn,

b rnot today with the iady at the Barksdalo Officers oiub
anid.we are hooked thére for a light lunch on Saturday
October 14, 2000. Lalso met with the sergeant for the
Barksdale Honor Guard, Stie has agreed and conflrmed
that they will fumilsh the Barksdale Honor Guard to the
geremony. The HonorGuard ~

will'consist of 8 troopers with sabers and 8 troopers wlth
iiftes to fire a 21-gun salute. 1 will have te getthe 101st
Color Guard to send an extra man so that thoy can carry
the Arr Forge ﬂag wiih their Color Guard,

“When you inolude at-of this in the newsletter, be sure to”

state that Shreveport is accessed easlly by TWA through
its: hub In-St, Louis; Delta through its hub il Atlanta or
Dallas, Amerfcan Airines. through its hub.in Dallas, -

~Continental Airlines through its-hub in Houston, -

Northiwest Airlines through.its hub in Memphis,-and US
Alrways/USA Airways Express through its hub in New - .
Ofleans, Through these different airlines; it'is.real easy

to aooess Shravoport from any parl of the country by air :

1 have not yet’ met with tho Tour direotor for” Barksdalo to
arrange the tour of Barksdaio on Saturday: prior to the™
lunch, but this will be routing and’ |'have no problem wiih
Yol going aliedd and mentionihg this In the newsletter:

The: taur will probably include a walk_through aB- 52 and

a visit 1o the 8" A Foroo Musoum

_Everything else that I have told you Is as prevlously
written, The name of the bagpipe group is the
Strathruadh Pipe and Drum Group-and the name of the
hoenor: guard is the Barksdale AlrForce Base:Honor: <
Guard ito inoiude firing squad and sabor oordon
B . : AT R 3}.1'-
| think that Yo vshould maké someimohtionain thigk «
newsletter that itls going to be awfuiiy embarrassing to
the meinbers of thie assoclation if we dohot: turri out’ in
good numbers for the event. B A

Although | cannot at this pornt verify the oivman
dlgnitarios who will attend the ceremony, [ fuiiy expect

transportation. ‘of the:members:throyghout. tthWE?@ -ondi
. Please, make sure:that.the newsletter includas: mention :

both the mayors of Shrov.eport and Bossier City to

attend, and there Is a good chance that the local
congressman will attend If he is In town for the weekend.

| think there is very little left for me to do a tho orssont

time:with respect 1o-the .cergmony, banquet: and other

reunion-avenis other,than to; -arrange for:the::

of golf and fishing on Friday. during the day for: those. .

Interested, The fishing should be offered: on-alimited

basls;. first come:fist sarve, Some-mention; shouid s
be made of thér Friday tour to Norten's Museum and:the

~ Cotton plantation. | would also expect. you to mention. the

Thuréday night outing :at the-Shreveport Yacht Glub. .
which.is an event that will be.thoroughly enjoyed byall .
attending. The casinos in Shreveport are Harrah's; -
Horseshoe, Casino Magic Isle of Capri and the

rHoIiywood Casrno

Also I think we neod to stress in the newsiottor the
importance of an-early.commitment asthis will

~ encolrage people to set aslde the necessary funds to
~attend. The room rate of 55 dollars-a night shioulg. be

statod as | don't think this wil scare peoplo away

Let rno know when you find out whother C‘:}eneral Berry
will be: attending. | ami-going toiry to arrange for a 3-star
flag for him and a 2-star flag for Ben to be furnished at

- the ooremony

i may yet add a faw things to tho reunion but at this

polnt I think you havo enough to get someons' s,
auenﬂon C _

¢

' Currahee Jim Campboll | |
‘Wow! Thanks Jim. ;To summanze.r _

' Wednesday, October 1

< » - Early arrival, oometo the hospitality suito
Thursday, October12 -
> Regular arrlvai hospitaiity suite aotivitles,
- casual dinner at. Shreveport Yacht Ciub

' Friday, October{3,

> Hospltality sulte activities (e g war stories. Q
- meet friends, drink beer-and soda)
» Norton's Musoum/cotton Plantation tolir,
»  Informal dinner at Ralph and Kaooo s—real
down- homo CaJun oooking :
Sqtm day, 0ctohor 14 .00
Lo ean 3 Memortal oeremony and Iaylng of wreath
-_‘=';.,;t::-'-,_z:;_,~,: .-and Ripoord memorlal stone at the: .
i - “Shreveport-Bossier City War Memonal
> Lurich. at Barksdale O- Ciub :
» ' Tourfunctioning B52,:8" AirtForoe Museum-
» Memorial banquet dinner BN e
Sunday, October 16 s Lt
» Departure, or stay Iate and ioavo Monday

Reservation and registration details on page 9.
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<RIPCORD REUNION 00 DETAILS—HOTEL RESERVATION FORM: -~

Rl’P'(*Olw'Assocm'rION
oc*romm llhli -z_ouo

Addn;ss :

Cuv

‘§mle(" _if‘ Zip: e

a:m(s) of GllLSl(S) Sh‘nmg Acconunodauous'
. i s ) ; s S ._: :
Lasi. el F1r51

: GROUP CODE R‘{PCORD’ g '
'THL ABOVF MARKET SEGMENT INFORMATION 18 UShT) BY HO FEL, WHL*N
FORM 1§ SENT IN'TO FIND GROUP BASILY. IF YOU 'WISH TO CALL IN
RESERVATION, RLF FR IO ’] HlS ( ODL ()R Y(JU W[LL, BL CIIARGLD A
lI[G‘ll‘F«R RA FF‘ v

Plcase check type of room requcslcd Rates are subwct {o tax. Resemmons musi bc in
by deadline date. "¢

[ 1 Double Occupanoy, ‘ESS King Bed'_ : I,] Smgle Occupaucy, $55, King Bed

: "] | Double Occupancy, %‘55 2Double - | [ |Tu])le Occupancy $55, 3 Pmsons 2
Bods Double Beds

.-]){mblz Buds

1 Quaid Occnpancv. ‘955, 4 Persons, 2. [+ ] Smoking 11 Non smokm;__,

i

[ Your Ar_lwnl D'al"c N oL Yo Departure Dale
T B ; C . i RN : .

LUy

T LA

’l‘unc oF Arnvai : : o
Clieck in-Ti iniie: 3 p.o, ; S :
Check Out Iimc 12 nson”

Complimentary mrpo;! and casmo shuttle service available.

Your reservation must be guammecd fm one mght 5 stay
(nlamnlcc bv 1116 follow111g

11 Chcck encloscd foi $61. 87
| ] Type of Credit-Card: __
Your Name on Card: -
Cord Number;

Card Expiration Dafe:

Sigmature:

HOLIDAY INN BOSSIER, 201‘5‘ oL MINDEN RD, BOSSIE R (.'I’IY LA T
'h)ll l*lu:: 1 8{]0—1101 IDAY (flﬁ‘i 432)), l’h.. 318 742 )700 Iun. 3[8 74 7~4()'§1

9

R . . : o ii"

Re.
.crl}ild_l?;_ ,

8 filulday banquct

¥ Roffeshments for {he hospll(m\' )

suile

A [ullfeunion event schcdule &md :
. mgfiorial service pr ogram will be
‘ prov1dccl in the next issve. =

o Send_lhc following to!

Ured Spaulding

7702 White Dove Drive:
Indianapolis, IN 46256-1750
Pl./Fax: 317-849-3969

> Chc,clc/Monéy Order payable to -
Ripcord Agsociation

> Yaur name, address, phione, 'unn
I {VN andnames of pucsi(s)
P ‘ 1;;4\a41=~!1='§’.el1raﬁ'.~-. o
- and your guesi(s) banqu

“migal proference [ | beef, { |
© seafood, or | [ chicken . "

R Dales_vou wﬂldnwc and cl_ep:-utl' .

akc your hotel rcsetvmlons ;mcl scud -
in your lC{,lS!l ‘mon [‘ce mlvl

The sooner we know how nianty folks

- to count on the easier it will beto =~ |
squate away all-the administeative. - - 7

details, arrange teansportation, get .

- head counl,s f(n medls dlld scuung, t

' Dow’Lmiss. he Sept. 1, 2()00 clcacllmc

or the special room rate will. nof apply.

Jim Campbel[ says lhe-I*Iolidﬂy Inn,
Bossier City is really top notch.

Anddidl Stu:fls Hoedididiedina
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Ripcord Report is apubiication of the Battle of
Fire Suppori:Base Ripcord Association, and is
Lthe authoritative:yq ve:ofhistory of the batcle,
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