RIPCORD REPORT

For .frie-nd's ‘end sur\}i{fe'rs ef= the
Battle of Fire' Suppoit Base Ripcord,
" RVN, March 12- July 23,1970,

....,.Ar,..._...}..‘................‘,'....'a',".‘.:.r.“..'..f.g.’..;..-.'.-..;...........................,_...._.._._....._....,. August 2001

Ben Harrlson Fred Spauldmg complete
grueling trip in search of North Vletnamese
perspectlves data on Rlpcord .

Perhaps the battle that began 31 years ago is, flnany enterlng lts final stages Keith Nolan's coup de maln fast year
in getting the Ripcord book published by Presidio Press got our side of the story told. Now, with a little luck; additional fact .
finding and 'some report preparation, it is very likely that we will begln to. know some if not most, ofwhat the enemy was. '
domg at the tlme See Ben 5 trlp report-on page 8,

2y

Awwwwwk“! Remember Reunion '01 will be. chober 10-—14\;
at Carlisle, PA (just southwest of Hamsburg off I-81),, .
N Thmgs are shaplng up hicely, and there promise to.be soe - -
. new members attending this year. So; make your plans now |
" _if youhaven't diready. The deadline for reunion™ " -
“. + - registration with Fred Spaulding is Sepfember 7 Don T

:';dﬂregis’rer todayl

Oh, we could ha\}e some fun with‘ this 'plofure;‘éwe could.




LZ KENT ISLAND

STEVENSVILLE, Md.—I'm going
- 10 skip the pithy. commentary this
issue and devote this space.to -
articles and musings. from
members. The association does
want to say "thanks" to recent
contributors, however, and these
include the following stalwarts:

Richard Drury-
John Serris

Wilma Knight {mother of Wayland

Noriis, KIA, June 3, 1970)
Eskridge E. Smiith, Jr. (a friend in
Shreveport)

Gary Watrous

Bill & Shelia Williams

.Ralph Motta

Steve Wallace .

Charlie & Juanuta Tlpton

Jay S, Cnlls _

George Stenehjem

R Do e PR e e R

‘Ripcord book offers
new hope for PTSD
f*sufferer |

g Kelth Nolan's book, Rf,ocerd S
. I'was on Hill 962, July 2,
1970; Radoliff and | were hoth-

}gettlng short. We were in'basic B

‘gnd AlT together Hewitt made

.grave tactical errors: One, we: - -

‘should have:fiever stayed on that

hill: Two, a-hammock and: ho_o:ches

‘were nuts. These efrors Were
. brought to his attention and were .

met with sarcasm and laughter. - =~
Not only-by Hewiit, but alse certain. - .

sergeants. The result of these
errors Is well documented, There
was a lot of finger pointing and
back stabbing after that battte, - -

For thosé of us who had -
been there for awhile, these efrors
were ovaous&Surez we-all laid on -
air mattresses:in Vietnam,and we .

all lay under hooches, but oply.,
when it was kinda safe In other
words, wheh the signs showed
inactivity by the enemy. Those
times were known as a break and
were few and far between,

lmwrlting thisin regard to-- B

.+ .The signs around Hill 902
read like a book—-ﬂa Iot of enemy
activity!

| was also one of the guys

~ medevaced out when it was over.

Shrapnel in my body and deaf in
one ear and hardly able to hear
out of the other.

Two things a grunt needs
more than anything: eyes and
ears, To this day 50 percent of
one ear is gone and the other s,

T detenoratlng

| was dueto go home

- August 20, | remained in the rear
© forawhile, until it became ajoke. 1

requested.to return to my platoon

- At-that time we were on a fire .
~ base. On July 21, we were fold to

saddle up to go in to help D/1-506
that was in a fierce battle with the

- enemy, We went in and got out

those who were |eft; | was on the

last bird out along with Tarbuck

and Smith and someone i can't”
remember. That was my last
combat mission. We all knew this

battle was big. What I didn't realize
- . ‘was why'no one back heme knew
~aboutit. -

1 worked at General

Motors in Janesville, Wis. When |
- returned to,work (about.two weeks.

after discharge) | informed GM

~and the UAW Local 95 of my

problems. | cared about my job.
After the VA denied everything,

‘the UAW looked at me skeptically
-+ after that. But-when things -
... worsened for me:and, |.told of this
“battle and problems that it ‘caused,
- “they Iaughed at me—told me all |
7 needed was a good head shrinker.
- They sald that if this were such a
- big hattie.it-would be in the papers

and all gver the news: It was not.
In Septembaer 1872 | lost

my job at GM. The union would

not.defend or help:me. -

2

In 1983 1 was fmally

. recognized as suffefing PTSD.

incurred in Vietnam. | went back to

GM and UAS Local 95 with facts. | "

Once again | was laughed at and
denied the job | lost for no reason
other than disrespect and cold-
hearted resentment towards
Vietnam vets, At first | thought it
was just a mistake, but GM's and
the UAW's actions leave no

_doubt'—_’_ghey.are-a_t_rocities,.. o

| angry, and made

-The book made me
cry, made me

me proud._

o Rlpcord has heunted me
e over'«*moe and | know it has many'
cother's too, Mywife‘and I'began .~
.- noticing the change in me while at. .
.. Fort Carson, Colo,, and Fsought
- help. | was told to make suref told | -

- my state VA about all my - -

- problems when I got-hdme. Thisl
~did. Everything was dénied even
) though I 'knew it should be a LT
- matterof record. '

Which leads me back. to '

‘the book. |'am very grateful fo
Keith W. Nolan for writing it. | am

also very proud of the men |
fought with—Tarbuck, Smitty,
Holthausen, Quinn, and Taylor—|-
could ge'on and on. | iave come:,

“to understand why. things

happened the way they: d:d The

. -book -made me ory, made me .o |
<. -angry, and made me proud: Jt also

gave me new hope that the wrong
can.be made right. -
| have. asked Senator

" Robson of Wisconisin to. helpme: -
.. with-this. Time will téll for me in my :
L personal battles.

The events:n. thls'book

- were hard formerto be & part of
., and-it wasjust as hard formeto -

read, In the end, | feel we've ali

-~ nade a différence—not just for

ourselves, but for-everyone. |

~guessthat makes it worth it We'

can't change history. We just have
to deal with it,

I hope the book-has
helped others as it-has fielped me.
Stand up for yourselvesl

Currahee!

- Stephen Manthel
C/2-508 ‘

Janesville, Wis.
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Ben Harrison
Reports

H1 Folks—

The visitto Victnam in search of the North Vietnatnese side
of the batile for Ripeord in 1970, has been ¢completed, We

returned late vesterday [Monday, June 11]. Encouraged and _

assisted by Lt Gen (Ret) Teddy Allen and advised and
coached by Couirtney Frobenius, owner and operator of
Vietnam-Indochina Tours, it was first scheduled for 29 Nov

2000. Postponed because of Carolyn’s TTA, T rescheduled it

for March 2001, The Ministry of Forcign Affairs asked me
o reschedule for lite April, Teh days before my planned 11
Apr depattiire, the Ministry of Foréign Affairs said, please

rcschedule f01 a latcr time, so | Jun became lhe new date.

' had been the Deputy Commander and Political Officer of

the 324 D1v1sion in Thua T1en Provmce :

With Courttiey Frobenius’s helpand his w1fé’s*timely‘ trip

to Vietnam, we were able employ the assistance of Colonel
(Ret) Pham Van Dinh; living in Hue, whom T had known in
the st Infantry Division, Army of Vietnam, (Colonel Dinh
had been the Commander of the 5610 Regiment, 2nd
Infnatry Division of the Army of Vietnam and Camp Carrol
on the DMZ, when he surrendered his forces to the Norlh
Vietnamese during the Easter Offensive of the North -
Vietnamese in 1972. He was flown to Hanoi and made a
colonel in the People’s -Army of Vietham ). Col Dinh took
us to the Army Museum in Hanoi where we mtemcwod the -
Directot, Col LeMa Luong, He had been an 1nfantry s
company commander in Thua Tien Province in 1970,

Col Dinh located and arranged for us to interview the
following People’s Army of Vietnam officers in Hue:

Fortnately for

me, at-that timing
of the trip, Fred

long way to go!

Spaulding was’
able to go with
me. We ate
home, healthy
and grateful, -
(Fred lost 14
pounds and 1 lost
5 ) DT

The Initial

Report:

GOOD NEWS:

The trip clearly

was a success as -
we learned

significant

urformation _ _
about the North Vietnamese forces and their strategy and
tactics in the battle for Ripcord in 1970. :

The first of our six interviews with North Vistnamese
officers was with Colonel (Ret) Nguyen Van Ba, now
living in Cu Chi. Teddy Allen located Col Ba for us. Col Ba
was a sergeant serving near Khe Sanh at the time-of
Ripcord, later Deputy Commander and Political Officer of
the 9th Division of the Peoples Army of Vietnam (PAVN)
and retired from the position of Political Officer of the Cu
Cht District, - -

Ambassador Peterson was gracious and generous with his
time, He made some interesting observations. The Defense
Attache, LTC Frank Miller, offered to assist us.

Mr. Nguyen The Cuong of the Forei‘gh Press Center of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, arranged for us to interview
BG Bui Pham Ky, People’s Army of Vietnam, Retired. Ky

Major (Ret) Ho Van Thuoc, who, in 1970, was the
Operations Officer of the Reglonal forces in Quaug Tri
Province. - .

Brig Geti (Ret) Zuonz Ba Nuoi, who, in 1970 was the -
Deputy Commander and Political Officer Of Zone 4, which
included Thua Tien, Quang Tri, Quang Binh, and Ha Tinh
Provmces

Senior Colonel Nguyen Quoc Khanh who in. 1970 was the
Operations Officer of the 324 Division.

With the help of LTc Mﬂler and Col (Ret) Dmh, we w111
follow up our search with the People s Army Pubhshmg
House for books/reports relatlng to the battle for. Ripeord i 111
1970,

Contimmed on next page.




Our next step is to use our notes, recordings, references and . |

memoties 1o decvelop a narrative of the North, Vietnamese
side of the battle for Ripcord. We will offer this to Presidio
Press (should they choose to make a second. edition of the
Ripcord book) to try and recoup the expense of tripto .
Vietham, Should they not buy it, we will.publish a report
{with pictures) and offcr it for sale througli oyr R1pcord
Association with any money bevond QuUr gxpenses going to
the Association, .

Genoral Observations:

In spite of the official propaganda, virtually all.of the. -
people arg ﬁlendlv courteous, and, quick with a smile;

happy 1o Teatn that you are an American. Many will tell you
that they have a relatwc(s) inthe Umted States. The.
children laugh, giggle, romp and play hke children all over
the world ; .

Many people speak English. Most signs and menus are also
in English. The adventurous person ¢can travel without a
guide or interpreter, I, however, would recommend
Courtney Frobenius"s Vietnam-lndochina Tours.

Manv people refer to Ho Chi Minh City as'Saigon and
Scugon is seen on mary signs and inprint,

The food is good and qune cheap. The taxis are also very
cheap.

The three, four and five star hotels we used were exoellent
and averaged dbout $70 per night,

Vietnam Airlings use Airbus 320 s and have some weslern
pxlots

The landscape is absolutely beautiﬁﬂl

BAD NEWS:

Japan Airlines does not stock rum! -

Senior General Tien Vien Dung, age 81, thé overall-
comimander of the PAVN who replaced Giap, was sul] in

the hospital and T could not sce him, Lt Gen Din Vang
Quang, former commandér’ of thie 504 Division, was

traveling away from Hanoi and I.could not interview him.

Ambassadoer Peterson said that was unfortunate because
Quang is the head of the wat veterans orgamzation and
lovesto talk I w111 try and commumcale w1th him by letter

The People’s Army Pubhshmg, House sales ofﬁce in Hanoi
was a 10 foot by 20 foot hole in the wall Wlth no list or
index of publislied books/papers a,vallable

The Quang Tri War Records Center had limited
information ofi Quang Tri Regmnal Forces and apparently
nothing on the Ripcord baitle. (A v1s11 lhere was deeined a_
waste of onr limited time.) '

Past and present military and government burcauerats are -
quite careful to talk the comnmnist party line and extremely’ -
parsimonious with information.

Most of the history of the Ripcord battle apparently has not ™ -
been written or published even though communist military
units are known to -be careful record keepers.

We could not visit Ripcord because there still is no road
through that.arca. There used to be a government, hehcopter
available in the Hue~Phu Bai area, but there is none now. .

Our Vietnam A1r11ne A320 jet transport landed there.and

not another §1n_g16 dl_I‘CIclft_Of any kind was in sight,

General- Ob's'er\iatior'is' s

Poverty and a very, very Tow standdrd of hvmg is all oo
readily dpparent especially in the countryside, Rice is still -
planted-and harvested by hand. You sometites will see &
water buffalo used for plowmg in the muddy rice pddleS

Therc are lmndrcds of ulousands of motor blk@S in Ho Chi, -

‘Minh City and Hanot, The traffic is terrible in the cities.and -

Highway 1 is frequently rough. The.motor bike riders and
bicycle riders.never look as they pull into the traffic and . .
they ignore the incessant hom blowing, - .

Vletnam A1rlmes still nse several Soviet bullt AN-24 turbo- _
prop. trausports

It is still a Very, very, very long tripl We had a 24 layover
© in Tokyo enroute to-Saigon and theweturn was 36 hours -

from baggage turm-in to pickup. It was 57 hours from bed in.

Sa1gon to bed at homet!

Ben L. Harrison

1Térﬂ<5——e:BerL_Fred_

Yadonégoodguy§ 
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_;r N RIPCORD HEUNION VIDEOS FOR SALE

_ - |-~ SothAnniversary Reunion, Shreveport LA
= 30th Reunion \Ildeo, 1 hour, 51 mmutes, $20 o
AR R |2 Memorial Oeremony, Banquet, Barbecue, ahd Festivities

Medra Interview Video, 45 minutes, $15.%
" Menof: Ripcord interviewed

TO ORDER SEND CHECKTO:

20 Su'nnybrook Lane  Make check payablé to: ~
- Haughton, LA 71037 Rod Duchesne - videographer
- (818) 949-8481 * - . e

*Sign me up!~ .

© Please slgn me up. to- recewe a copy of the Rzpcord Reporr I wag in the 2““/319“‘ Arty 101* Airborne cllld was on Fir¢ Base Rlpcmd;_

[ Thatik you! -

' ';]jél\fld A - B.r'd.l'chél
Silver Creck Ga,

Dmmtnon N o
[ havent sent anv monoy Iately, so theught I'd better gct 011 the baﬂl Hope thlS helps Kkeep the Rzpaard Reporf gomg Thanks'

_RlchardDmry L
ngyland:Mlch”

Pid .hbt 'kn‘ow ‘there 'iv'aé' an association

Thanks for the quick e-mail responsc I served as a squad leader in Bravo Co,, 3" Platoon. We =wer_f*-; on Ripcégi‘d in July 19’7(_),: and it,
was 2 time! I didn’ t know there was an association unl recently Thank you! . ' ' : o

Pete Parsons
W.Va. -

Intc:"hét éi_écésé '_ o

1 A1 5o glad o have found the Rlpcorcl Association via the Internet Asa membex of the 101 Alrbome Divigion (E/2/506‘h) N
operdting on Fire Basé, Ripeord as‘a mortarman from April 11% through July 237 (mmus a few sojourns back o Camp Evans for
rotations and stand downs), Tam so very interested on being a member and receiving the Ripcord Report. 1 only rcget that it has
taken me over 30 years o get m louch with my fellow brothers~1n~drms Also, if my schedule penmls, I'would love to attend tlns
vear's reunion, . N ; .

I feel asif I know everyone after having read Keith W. Nolan 3 ﬁnc account of our operatlon in his well researched book Ripcord, 1
Iook forward one day soon to 1neelmg you and the rest of the assoc1at1on members ‘

R O DS N R
“ . Lt
EERRE SR T

Warm regax ds,”
Fréd Shuttléworth | L
Stone Mountam Ga B




Jungle Ambush!

What did we dread
more, the enemy, or
losing a piece of our
soul? |

Somewhere northeast of FSB-
Rakassan in September 1970,

The trail meandered along the side of
aTidge 10 a stream below. He couldn't
see it, but e knew il was there. Sam
was (0 his left, a thump gunner, "What
the hell good is a grenade launcher
"going to do in this thick stuff," he
wonderéd? But they both had =
claymores to their front along the

trait. That would be enough, if they
did it correctly.

To his right was the new guy, Tiny
they called him because he stood over
six feet. On the far right was Sarge.
There were just four of theim, Iying
flat in the dénse brush, waiting,

He fingered the cover on the feed -
mechanism io his M-60 machine gun.
"He had a teaser belt of 30 rounds fed
inte the gun with a round locked into
e ¢chamber. It, too, would be cnough,
unless he screwed up. "How long we
gotta be here," he thought to himself?

"Until they come," a Little Voice
flickered in the back of his mind,
"Until they come."

Besides, whete elgé. was he gmng to
20. Back to'the World/ What a joké.
" Ain't going nowhete but here," he
thought, "and it dont mean a thing,
Just doin' my time."

High above the sun beat down on the
triple canopy rain forest, turning the
jungle into a steam cooker. What light
that filtered through the leaves gave
the tertain an eerie, primeval feeling,
A rivulet of $weat ran down his nose
and plopped onto the "sixty."

He thought about what they were
supposed to do. Last evening when
they discovered the trail, it had been

recently used. Quietly, the captain had

sent out two small ammbughes to catch
who ever else might come along, The
other ambush was off to the left a
hundred meters or so. If the enemy
came from the lefi, that ambush
would get them, if the enetny came
from-the right, it was their show. The

" test of the compaiiy was behind thiem-

a few hundred meters, dug in on a
small knoll, He felt very alone for a
moment, then pushed the thought

!as1de

“Waltmg iss the liard part,” he ﬂmught .

There was no rush of adrenaline,
nothing to keep his body tense, his
mind alert, just his self-discipline. The
heavy stiliness of the air and the
sound of insects buzzing about made

. him drowsy. He tried to shake it off,
*tried 16 focus on the wall of green
= d1rectly o hlS front

"The Old Man Will call it 6ff 4¢ noon

if we don't get any agtion," he
thought. He looked at his watch, The

‘hands pomted to, 1030 hours, -
"Nobody's gorina come by here," b

argued to himself, "they already used
the trail, yesterday, Ain't no snemy
goima be stupid enough to use it again
80 soon," Still, he kept focused on the
green tangle to his front.

Suddently, he felt a presence to his
front. Something was out there,

6

moving ever so cautiously. Something
dangerous. The hairs on the nape of
his neck raised, sendinga chill
through his body. His gut tightened.
Now his mind was racing, thinking,

. remembering, flushing all thoughts
- away. exccpt for those things he would

hdve to do in the next few moments

Then he saw it. A dull flash of khakn
blending in with the green fohage
"i's thiem," his mind soréamed,”
"they're directly in front of me."

Patience.” his Little Voice said,
. "Sarge will initiate contact,"

The enemy presence multiplied. Now
there were two of them, now four.
Their point team poking into the
dense underbrush along the trail,
susp1cmus lookmg, sea.rchmg Wanly
they continhied, AK-47s at thé ready;

- Hi§ whole body tensed, "It's gotta be’
‘now," hé thoughit, "C‘mon Sarge do

ltlll

" Atthe far right of the kxIl z0ne, Sarge

squeezed the clacker to his claymore.
1t erupted with a terrifying blast,
Instantly the other three members of
the team squeezed their ciackers The
rippling explosions swept along the
trail, spewing thousands of double-
ought steel pellets ankle to waist high
across the trail, shredding leaves and
brush and human flesh and bone.




Jungle Ambush continued.,

Before the:reverberation-of the. .
explosions had timhe to die down he
found himself clawing his way
forward, stepping into the kill zone,
firing the "sixty" at human shapes still
~dazed and sianding. Short:; six round.-
bursts coughed out: of the barrel of the
- machine gim. He hieard the clinking
seund:of expended casings.and amimeo:
tinks falling to the ground. More -
firing from his left and right, Sam‘had
buckshot in his thump gun, "Crazy,"
he said to himself as he: ﬁred "I didn't
“thirk of that."

Sarge was hollering'now,: "Seonre the
aill Secure therail," Tiny lumbered
(o the right, sighting his M-16 down .
the trail, logking for more enemy,
Sam wds doingthe same on the left.
"Gunner," Sarge velled, "cover me:
while I cheok the: bodles " It seemed
surreal, -

He looked up and down the kill zone,
There were gix-dead North
Vietnamese:soldiets. Theee had
weapons, three had packs full of

- supplies. ‘They. wére all dead: ‘Some.of *
~the bodies had légs missing. All were: -
shot throngh with bultets from head-to

toe. One's torso had been ripped in
half. " did that," he thought, "I did
that with the gun."

Sarge was onthe radio now, 'calling
the O1d Man, giving a SITREP,-
Shortly, the Old Man and the rest of
their platoon wonld come (o join
them. He fooked-back at the bodiss in

the kill zone. He breathed heavily, the-

‘adrenaline msh subsiding now:. "That

WaS qmck i he thouglxt yery quwk "

“1Good job, Guiner," Sarge was

‘saying, smiling, "Good job. We did a

._damn-dalm'l ont em A

. ‘\‘ S .
He looked at Sarg_e;_ﬂlo_d 'fht;,"_'-’"lfhis'
was pi‘z’linr.murder-, pure a%l si'mple."-.

j"Yeah v thtle Voice satd '\And the_y

:would have done the satie: 1@ ng.”

Aloud he:said to Sarge, "Yeah 1he
‘Old Man's dick is gonna get hard
when he sees this," \_

He sat down, then, next to one-of the -

“men he had heiped to kill, He ﬁngered '

the feed tray cover on the M=60,
popped it open and inserted a new
teaser belt of ammo, then slamived
the cover shut. He looked away into-
the jungle, tears welling up-in his.

 oyes, mingling with the salt-iaste of
his sweat, Drops fell from. his face and.

landed on his maclune gun

' "Why,“ lus mind scre'lmed athitn,

"why does it have to be-like thig?
These mén had families! They hada
home! They had people who loved .
them!. Wlly’?"

"Easy,' man’," Little Voice whispered
in the. back of his head, "It don't mean
nothitt', It-don't mean a thing."

LZ East of Ripsord, Hill 805 Is to
‘the.FarRight <~ -

| REUNION "0t

October

| Deadline Sept. 7, 2001

Events.

Wed 10% 1200, hospltahty suite
open : : '

L 11™M 1200, hOSpitality suite open

* 12" Gettysburg battlefield tour, -

0800 depart, tour from 0900~
1143, Tunch, 1300-1445 tour of

town; depart sharp at 1500

| 13t Gblf"toumey;'-bt;h@mise wide |
- open.. 1500-association business

meeting, 1600 hospitality suite
closes, 1730°cash bar, 1830

“banquet buffiet, 1930 Rxpcord

¢oins presenlcd

14 pack up and g0 home

875 reglstratlon fee to Fred
: Spauldmg, $50 under IS

' Holuhy Inn

1456 Hamsbui‘g P1kc
Carlisle, PA 17013

| 717-24522400 : H
| $6% includes breakfast: Be sure to.

" mention Ripeotd Reynion and -
.ask for airport shuttle if needed,

! ..'rl!‘-':'z::‘—
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Ripcord battle featured
“in S/ article about Bob
Kalsu

- "Bob.Kalsu was:one of the best tackles everto
- play at Oklahoma., In 1969 he put:aside a
: promising career with the Buffale Bills to.serve
in Vietnam. Eighteen months later he became
- thé'only pro athlete to be killed there. This is~
his remarkable story e BIII Nack '

‘ In case you d:dnt see the July 23 |ssue of

- Sports HMustrafed on the newsstands, the Battle.of
Fire Base Ripcord gained national attentlon with

~the feature story about Bob Kalsu, & 1% lieutenant

- -how served in the 2/11" Artillery and was kllled on

- Ripeord on July 21; 1970 : '

it's just unfortunate that wnter BHl- Nack
" himself a Vietnam veteran, did not cite: Keith- .
Nolan's book as the reference:source for most- of
his information about Ripcord and the fighting -
there. And, a mention of the Rlpcord Assoouatlon
would have been:nice.

. Stili, it is good 0 see the battle get some
*natlonal attention. America loves-its sports -heroes.
- Perhaps widespread attention to-Kalsu's heroism:

- will help to-give: otherveterans the respect they 30
“richly deserve. : L

TIP: You can get the'Reuhion '01 régirstﬁféti‘oﬁﬁforﬁi 'aiﬁd"hotél re.servation information-at the
HERO Library Web site, www. herolibrary.org. Click on the Fire Base R:pcord Iink and go to-

the Reumon '01 link.

+.and remembering his saerifice and his family'sloss

FEEE N ;'.,he,e.iit‘hl:n,:‘..x .



CROSSFIRE

Dcar Otls

Keith Nolan d1d you (and me) a
professional disservice in his account of
Ripcord when on page 262 he
inacenrately-stated that I had planncd to-
relieve you of command of the 2*
Battalion, 56.* Infantry. Nothing could
have been-fusthet from the truth:; I -

. considered you then=—and NOW--+4% oNe
ofithe.inost effective combat battalion
commanders I have ever known.

. Nolan agourately reports that 1

: mslstcd all commmanders employ massive
supperting firepewer-—the principal
advantage that we had ovér tlic enemy.

. To make the point, I may have been

~unreasonable in my demands, a
techniqué whose effectiveness | had
learned commanding a brigade in

- Generdl Gill DePuy's-Big-Red One
during 1966-67,

This excerpt from my 20 July
1970 letter to my wife tebuts any
allegation that I ever entertained any
notion of relieving you from command:

: " ... Ate linch yesterday with
the battalion contmander and company

. commanders of the 2/501¥ Tnfanury, -

They-had come out of dpérations aiound
‘the Ripoord area the day before, cleaned
up, and gotten a good nights rest, They

oy are beginning the week's: refresher
training that wé rotate our battalions >
through, The bd‘itallon Has had. -
continuous, tough fighting in the
‘mountaing aroundFire Base Ripcord and
has taken heavy casvalties. I'wanted to
sit and talk small unit tadtics with the
commanders when thiey \5&'61‘6 fresh from
the operation so that T cold learn from
them and sense their attitude and morale.
I learned much, found moraﬁe sound and
attitudes positive, and enjoyed being
there with those soldiers, .

"LTC OtisLivingston, the
battalion commcmdcr, A5 First .
Lieutenant was tactical officer of: the
Ranger Class in ‘which I'whga: sh@dem
He is a good battalion comiandef,
Several days ago: sihen liz was:on 411
1000 (meters); I (ried. unsuccussfully Yo

 land in the single helicopler fanding
‘zone near Livingston's: field IOOauon %

- Tried twice:and drey mﬂch:enemy
fire that I gave itup as abadidea. T
accused Livingston of giving ing an

‘unfriendljtz f‘écépiioh so that I

couldn't land and harass him,"

Otis, you have my respect,
admiration, and affection as a good
man and as a military professional.
This brings you and vour family my
best wishes for the coming year.

Sid Betry
Nolan responds

No disservice was .
intended, ¢ither to General Berry or

Colonel Livingston. It is Obvious
from reading RIPCORD that both

- men were ontstanding combat
* - soldiers, whatever problems may
- have arisen between them in the
-heat of battle,

Iam a litde puzzled at

" Berry's denial, however, that he
-+ considered relieving Livingsion

‘of command. One of General
Berry's letters home, dated July 14,
1970 (and cited on Pages 254-255
of RIPCORD), states explicitly that
he did, in fact, consider relicving all
of the principal commanders at
Ripeord, namely Harrison,

lemgslon and Lugas,

Furlhennnre, the. ume to -
have objected to thé passage in
question was not six months after
RIPCORD was published, but back
in November 1999 when I sent out

* the'rough draft of the book for
* comments and-corrections. In any

event, [ temain much obliged to
General Berry for the tremendous
amount of time and energy he
devoted to the researching of
RIPCORD.

- If the book seems a bit
harsh.in places, if it tends to air
sone 'dirty laundry, that is because
it was. not written for the general
public (or even for the families of
Ripcord veterans), but for the men
whio Tought at Ripcord, who wanted
and who deserved no less than an
unsparing, let-the-chips-fall-where-
they-may accounting of one of the
toughest and most controversial

“battles of the Vietnam War,

", Keéith William Nolan

" DearKeith,

Y

Thank yon for your letter of 18
February 2001. Yes, whén I reviewed
your manuscript of RIPCORD, 1 should
have identified and corrected your .
erroneous conclusion that } had uncndcd
to relieve LTC Otis Livingston of
command of 2/501* Infantry, Tam’

- chagrined that I failed: to do so. My: -

fatlure harmed the professional. . -+
reputation of a superb combat comuand
and detracted from the quality. of your
excellent accoutit of the R1pcord
campaign.’

When on page 254 you mtcd
my threat Lo relicve several commanders
made in a letter to my wife, I should
have informed you that I used my letters
to vent frustration and to blow off steam
and that all y words were not to be
takeliterally. In that particular letter, T -

-~ 'was expressing concern about the

deteriorating sitation around Ripcord
and dissatisfaction with commander's-
use of supporting fircpower,

Most particularly, I should have
corrected your assettion on page 262 that
"Berry had, infact, wanted to get on the

~ groungkto take Livingston aside and tett

hat he was prepared to relieve

2 -himo @mman.d should-he not use th?_ R
ﬁrepowar available fo him to better -
* effect oiv Hill 1000." Thig asserfion wag

incorrect, I never entertained any notion
of relieving LTC Livingston of
command, :
Asismy practlce in combat I
wanted to talk face-(o~face with the
commander on the ground SHCourage
him, and determine ways in which I
could help him fight the battle. Your
erronieous sutmise of my intention, -
although atypical of your usual accuracy,
in no way excuses my failute to cotrect
the error when I reviewed your
manuscript, an inadvertent oversight that
1 deeply regret.

I am confident that you will
join me ini doing all possible to place
Colonel Livingston's command in proper

. perspective for those who know of him

only from reading RIPCORD, Soldiers
who served with Colonel Livingston,
particularly during the Ripcord
camnpaign, récognizing his outstanding
quality as leader and combat -
commander,

Sid Berry
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