“United We Stand

. For fnends and survnvors of the.
" Battle of Flre ‘Support Base Ripcord,
RVN March 12-Juiy 23 1970

No 56 ,.’f. “”:“f—:.‘ ....... :..:.'Ll.r..‘;!. ...

~_Scenes from Reunion ‘01

Mary Jean Terrell reports The. ones
‘with the cannon and other guns
“were taken at Fort Shenandoah in
Wmchester, VA. Fred Behrens: (B.
~401% Avn Bn) and | took two
carloads of reunion attendees out
~ there for the day on Saturday to play
wsth some: of Fred's collectlon.

Above: J. W. “Poje”
Pojedinec, Jr,,. a
Navy veteran, gets
ready.to cut lose
with a vintage -M-GO,'
machme gun,

R:ght lt iooks tike
Charlie Tipton (C,
2/508) touching off
a Civil Warera
cannon (or is that a
Parrot Gun?), while
Bob-Judq:(B-,,zfsoa)- -
and Dick Cable (7.
Recon, 2f506) Iook
on,

. Photos: Courtesy of Mary Jean Terrelt- and Fred Behrens. . :

Reunion 2002 wiil be in Coiorado Springs, Colo., October 47-20. Mark your calsiidars. More details inside.




LZ KENT ISLAND - DONATIONS!

STEVENSVILLE, Md.—The association wants to say "thanks" to recent contrlbutors and these include the followmg
stalwarts: Dale and Jane Lane, Jim Campbell, Dan and Lydia Esposito, Floyd and.Diane Alexander; Tony Cox, Sid __
,.f'Berry “Bill and Sheila Wllliams Cheers and a tip of the Rlpcord Steel Pot to youl '

. i-.i-'

“Ripeordetfe" Patty Radford for all her help in copymg and malling the: newsletter Patty,
5-:flnf\ahtfy‘et Ripcord; assurfied copying: and:-'maiimg

Who is this man?

Jim Campbell (C, 2/506). sent this

photo several months ago, and asked

if I knew whom this fellow is. | don't.
-The photo-was taken on FSB Ripcord
sometime-in-late April or early May
1970. If anyone has a clue please let -
s know:

From the looks of the attire, my guess

isithat he's-a staff officer, but at what

level-and whether artiliery, infantry, -
enginser-or otheris diffcult to say e

-'Chuck Hawkms _

' NOTES and REMINDERS

:_D'O"I'\IA“_FIONS: When youmake a
- CONTRIBUTION. please send itto

payable to Ripcord ASSOCIatlon Af

‘you send dopations to Chuck:

~Hawkins, he will just eend them on to
Fred.. ‘

-‘NEWSLETTER ITEMS should stlll be
sent to Chuck Hawkins, 4407 Love

MEMBERSHIP has.now topped the
~400'mark. Send NAME and
ADDRESS CHANGES to Chuck.
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IN COM'NG From across the country and around the world.

Bob Smoker, back in Vietnam

Just thought I'd let you know Bob called this
morning around 7:00 a:m. our {ime and said they had

gotten to Ho Chi Minh-City (Saigon) around midnight. . - - |

last night. He was very tired—said they had 24 hours
of nighttime flying—he didn't understand that, but
that's what they had! It was 7:00 p.m. his time and
they were getting ready to go to supper. | asked him if
he had his oatmeal ready.

He was in good spirits, and said he would e-
malil with details, so we didn't get to talk long. |
imagine they all wanted to call home too.

It was so good to hear he was safe and
sound. | told him the last time | was able to track his
flight was when he was over the Bering Sea. So | was
relieved to hear him! Just thought I'd update you and
fet you know what [ know. Again, thanks for your
prayers, and not just for his safety, but for prepared
hearts to hear the gospel!

Love to you all,
Jeanne Smoker
Red Lion, Penna.

Looking for Peter Martin

{ served with the 101% Airborne Division,
2/506™ both A and B Companies at different times
from August 3, 1968 to August 2, 1970.

| was at Fire Base Ripcord in June 1870, |
was running the helicopter pad and the ammo dump.
Being a short timer, | was transferred to Camp Evans
to pull bunker guard in early July to serve out my
remaining 30 days. | was very lucky. | was at the A
Company barracks to help Top identify the dead when
they arrived afier the fight they were engaged in at the
valley below Ripcord.

| know we {ost some good men and there
were many acts of heroism. In 1981, while

" volunteering for the Vietham Veterans Outreach
Center in Hartford, CT, | discovered a Fire Base
Ripcord Survival Group had been formed. 15 it still
active today?

| am amazed at the published accounts and
written material devoted to the fire base. 1 have finally
found out exactly what happened that fateful day in
Juty 1970.

Since the war’| have been trying to find Peter
Martin who was in A or B Company, 2/506.

.. Also, | would like to attend the next reunion.

' Wm you p[ease keep me’ mformed? Thanks.

Sincerely, '
H. John Waterhouse
Hartford, Conn.

-+ -was with A72/-501 from-October . L
1969 to-October. 1970; At:the. Rlpcord

~ pur point squad off of Hill 902 and

'¥h‘-‘- A R

: MmLBnh“‘

Oldest grunt in the platoon

My name is Edwm Garvln I

action | was the oldest grunt in.my- ;
platoon. | was a squad leader and led .

also on the assauit of Hill 1000. |
never knew there was a Ripcord
Association. Please put me on your
mailing list. Also, how can | contact
Keith Nolan? | could give him better
information about our operations than he
put in the book, | was on ReUp Hill, Granite, etc. |
served under five CO and Capt. Goates was one of
the best. | can be e-mailed at egg@dotplanet.com.
Thank you for any assistance you can provide. -

Edwin Garvin
(No snail mail address provided.)

Another Ripcord guy tocated

Rick {Doc) Kellogg and | tracked down
another Ripcord guy. Kenneth Wargo, in Manhattan
Kansas.

Ken was g medic. WIth B 2/506". He was with
us when: we went up to Rrpcord on April- 1%, I tracked
him down through “sw:tchboard com” and Rick cailed
him a week ago. Like 4 lot of us, Ken was not aware
of the Ripcord Association, the book Ripcord, or the
reunions. He expressed an interest in the Colorado
Springs reunion. We didnt clarify his e-mail address,
but | will forward it when | get it. Will you please add
Ken to the Ripcord mailing list?

Thanks, and have a great holiday season!
Craig Van Hout
Columbia, 8.C.

Ripcord photos needed

Jim Campbeli (C/2-508) reminds us that Behind the
Lines TV documentary producer Ed Emanuel needs
as many good still photos of the Ripcord area as he
can get. Ed was at the reunion in Carliste last year,

Ed's contact information:

E-mail: BTLTV@hotmail.com " " : o o
Behind the Lines. - e ;
11054 Ventura Bivd., #273

Studio City, CA 91604




Rnpoord Reurion 2002, Colerado Springs, Colorado . (send in this form with your registration feg).
1 1Yes, ||I be there! [ -] I.can't make |t but keep me on the tist. |s this your first reunion? [ = ] Yes{ 1No '

NAME: __ PHONE:
ADDRESS: _ R UNIT in RVN:
CITY: - T " B - _ STATE .. - ZIP:

= Will a famrly member(s) or- guest be sharmg your accommodatron? [-.]1Yes [. ] No: How many including. you’P [ N
Hf yes what are the names? (Fornametag purpOSGS onty.;)_;r. e T LR R

Arnvet qét :
~AE, appllt;sble '
Transportatton

', '.evatleble to, and from The, atmort F’Jease use the co' ﬂrtesy phone'etthe airport, ¢

Regrstratlon fee of$ ' |s enclosed Fee is $90 peradult $50 forchrldren under18 $40 banquet onty :

Reglstratton fee is dué NOT L.ATER THAN September 14, 2002, Make your check payable to Ripcord’

Discounts for early registration: RPN .
Xy Before March 12, $75. per adult; Before July 23 $80 Before September1 $85 After
) September1 $90 S _ _ _

Your registration fee covers the following events except as noted. Please check the boxes for -
headcount..
Wednesday, October 16 Hospttallty sune opens at 1200 hours,
Thursday, October 17: Hospitality suite opens at 1200 hours.
Frlday, October 18: There will-be a tour of attractions in the Colorado Springs area ptus a “chuck wagon“ drnner
[ ] Wil attend,-Number. cattending. [ ] Will.not attend.
Saturday, ©ctober 19: Hospltality eurte apens:at.1200. hours
Golf[ ]Yes[ ]Howmany? [ 1No.Golfis NOT covered by the. registration fee. Cart and green fees TBA
1800 hours: Business meeting for Association-business, in the hospitality suite. o o _
Banquet: Will attend.[. ], number attendmg?[ J S W not attend [ IR j R
1730-1830: Cash bar (open untii- 2000 hours). el _ : : '
“1830; Opening-remarks and invocation.,
1830-1930: Buffet banquet . o
1930:. Presentation of Ripcord Coins to newcomers by Ben Harrrson (Maj Gen USA ret)
1950: Raffle-of clock, and:lamp; S _
- 2000: Closing -remarks. - : o S : T
Sunday, October 20: Departure See yaII next yeart ' R co . (cliphere)

- Radisson Inn Colorado Sprlngs North
8110 North Academy Blvd., Co!orado Springs, CO- 80920 Phone 719-598-5770

Group Rrpcord Association, October 17-20, 2002 Conftrmatron Number '
Group Rate; $69 00 plus tax, per night, single/double- occupancy :
Name: S e Number of People: |
Arnval Date:" o L - - Departure Date:
' Preference/Requests S T T o
 King Bed: ‘ Double Bed: Triple: Quadruple "~ Four Room Suite: "% -

“Handicap Access - 8moking: -+ - Nen-smoking: - FirstFleor. . i o
Method of Payment; =5«-(>n«fr~ AN -
Check (If paying by check, one nrght room and tax ls required for deposlt)
Credit Card: e : o
Type: e S Number:
Expiration Date: R : Name on Card;

(Save for your records.)
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20 Deadhest U. S ‘Battles of the Vletnam War 1965 1973

Battle Battle Deaths Dates - — Battle E Battle Deaths Dates
la Drang Valley* 300 | Oct 23-Nov 26, 65 | Vinh Huy R 73 | May 30-Jun 2, ‘67
Khe Sanh - - . 0 . 205 | Jan 20-Apr 14,68 | Ong Thang ~ oo |70+ | Ot 1T, 87
Dak To** 192 | Nov 1-Dec 1, '67 [ .Hamburger. Hil (Ap Bla) - 70} May.10-20, ‘69
Cu Nghi o ' 121 | Jan 28-81, '68 DongHa -~ T 88 | Apr 26-May 4, '6_8
Hue T T8 [ Feb-2-Mar 2,88 - Tam'Quian T T T 1 B8 'DE6B-20, 67

“Kim Son Valley_ 107 Feb 16-28, ‘66 LZ Bied B8 Dec 27, 66, .
Con Thien (ambush near): - . [: 84:Jul2,67: ; ..-;‘.'DongSon e b Bl Sep 48T . L
“Nine Days jn May” 79 | May 18- 28 ‘67 | Con Thien T T8 | Jul 2-3,767
Dak To ' 76'[Jun22,%67 - | Thom ThamKhe .= 48 | Dec 27-28,'67 '
Firebase Ripoord*** | 78 Jul1-28, 70 Tan Son Nhut Air Base '(near) 48 | Mar 2, '68

-LZ Albany-alone claimed. 155 KIA on Nov 17, making it the single deadliest U.S. action of the war.

_ LZ X-Ray resulted in another 79 KIA over.two days, Nov 14-16.
~ 158 of the KIA were sustained at Dak To over six days, Nov 17- 23. ' Co
Note: Lengthy operations are excluded, Only actions that could be categorlzed as smgle or directly related engagements
are tabulated. -
Source: From VFWMagazme November2001 repnnted from: Slgler. Davld B. Vietnam Batﬂe Chronology US Army
and Marine Corps Combat Operations, 1965 1973. :

'.Edltor s Note Battie deaths in Sigler's book for FSB Ripcord are listed as 61. Based on Keith Nolan’s research a
better figure is 75 KIA, mcludmg one ARVN interpreter attached to A Co., 2/506" Infantry. This makes the* Battle
of Fire Base Ripcord the 10" deadhest u.s. batt!e of the \!letnam War. --Chuck Hawkins, editor -

Special thanks go to Rlck Blythe (HHC,_ 2/508) for supplymg this mformatt_qn to Ripcord Reporf.

HOT SKINNY ON REUNION 20062 ' _
Reunion registration form and hotel mfo on the Web hitp'//www herohbrary org/pB htm o

When: October 17-20, 2002 '
Where: Radisson Inn North, Colorado Spnngs Colorado. Call 1-719-598- 5770 X 305 (or toll free 1-800- 333 3333) for
‘reservations. Make sure you say “Ripcord Association,” Rooms are single or double at $69 per night (normally $135, but
discounted for the reunion), smoking of nofi-smoking, triples are $79 per night, and quadruples are $89 per night. There
are some really fantastic four-room suités avaitable for $195 (normally $300, these are specially discounted for the
reunion). Add 8 percént sales tax to all room ratés. The Radisson Inn North-is close to the airport and just off I- 25 at the
“exit for the U.S. Air Force Academy. There is a Natlonal Car rental office at the hotel. Note: If you are paymg by cash oF
. check a one night room. and tax deposn is requnred .

_.Reunl_on Reglstratlon- Fee -

'_ Before March 12, 2002 . R SR e " Lymon, Colo.”
$75 per adult $50 percmld under18 $40 banquet only e "

" After March 12, but before July 23 .$80.per-adult.

After July 23 bul before SeptembeM $85 por aduft. . Cotes )

AfterSeptember1 $90 peraduit - © 1 Radissen”
- SRS T BRSO gy ,
Make chécks pavable 1o Ripcord Assodiation:and: ., ..~ ..-| .

' .‘ Colgrado

- Springs



Frank
Rectangle


: p :
And as the reader w111 see, Nolan:defends his pos1tion tenacwously

A Critical Rewew of Ripcord

HIGGANUM, Conn.—I just finished reading the book

Ripcord and | was somewhat disappointed, especially .

since the dust jacket pronounced Keith Nolan “as the
foremost chronicler of the Vietnam War.” | don't know

who gave him such.an accolade, but inmy opinion itis

hardly deserved.

My problem ¢ame early when-Keith Nolan calied the
_battle for Mamburger Hill a disaster that was clumsulx
fought. Having served with the 101 in Co. A/2-506"

and found alongside brave men on Hamburger Hill, | dld
not appreciate his glib assessment, No doubt Keith
Nolan was talking about the battie commanders but he
trivialized our hard»fougnt victory just fike Senator
Edward. Kennedy did in 1969

Smce Keith Nolan put me on the defenswe |l was easy
to spot a couple of things that were just plain dumb,
such as a huey resupply pitot requestmg green smoke
(page 115). Helicopter pifots in-1970 in Vietnam did not

Teguest a smoke color. That lesson was leamed in the_ |

early years of the war. Aiso, he did not
bother to correot a quote stating that ..
‘The Lovin' Spoonful sang, “It's a
Beautiful Morning,” when the song
was actually performed by The Young-
Rascals.-(page 388). Sure, these

" errors are minor, butl they made me.

- wonder where Keith Nolan got his
other "facts.”. .

The most disturbing aspect of the
- book was how Keith Nolan so
wantonly perpefuated the myth that
drug -abuse, particularly. with
maruuana -was practically-at epidemic~
~ tevels aimong'Vietnam G ks, Taking
j “severai quotes for granted, he wrote
“thiat at night, marijuana ; smoke drifted
. .through the fiootch areas of Camp
. Evans like.a heavy fog {(page 106).
* And that-on Firebase Rakkasan, the
bunker guards were zonked out on
the stuff (page 106) and that on
platoon NDPs the smali of marijuana

A

Vo Notan 4
. Vietnam 1970.

drifted from many a position {pages 156' and 219).

" was in the boonles and on firebases for 11 months and
T don't ever remember pot being in the field. In fact,

among the grunts | knew in the 101%, there was a great
deal of pressure against pot smokers because they
were considered dangerous, unreliable and lacking
pride. | spent March 1970 in' Camp Evans and | rarely’
smelied marijuana, let alone see the “heavy fog” from all

the alleged smoke. | also found it amazing that of the

neariy 150 veterans Keith Nolan interviewed that not
one of them admitted to their own drug use; it was

~ always soimebody else. If pot smoking was so popular,

Nolan should have been able to find at least a few

" “heads” (not dopers) willing to brag about it, Sihce no

one came forth, | cannot help-but think that there is

some-exaggeration in there. I'm ashamed to think that
{ . this,isthe:lsgacy, tt;ose lmeryie.«ﬁw.e@;wam tojeave .
-_behmd I

Sure, there was drug abuse in Vietnam but not on the

grand scale that the American public has been

eiieve by Hollywood the media, the
"duds of the military and now Keith
Nolan. His casual treatment of the
_drug issue makes all Vietiam -
‘véterais, éspecially those associated |
with Ripcord, 100k like a bunch of
leaderless, stoned losers who were
incapable of winning any war. As a
-result, he had reinforced the battle-
cry of the "look what the war did fo
me” ragtag veterans who cry at the
Vietham Memorial whenever -
teievnsmn cameras are nearby

Sadly. | believe that Kelth Nolan

simply wrote whatever drug drivel he
was-told or that.he sprinkled the drug |
message intd the book muich fike

' ratuitous sexis sprmkiadﬂmto a -

y As.a result every ‘G:l. ‘who proudly
served in'Vietnam should not only
feel insulted but betrayed as well, |
know | do. —Arthur Wiknik, Jr.




‘Nolan responds

BLACKWELL, Mo.—VFW Magazine
recently forwarded me an e-mail [Arthur
Wiknik] had wiitten regarding a profile they
published about my books on Vietnam,

'

. thatdrug abuse, particularly with: -
~..marjjuana, was practically.at epidemnc_ -
. levels.among Vietnam G.i:s. You added -

that | "sprinkiedthe drug message into the
book much like gratuitous sex is sprinkied

into a movie, It-was put there to shock
" entertain orreinforce an agenda.”
Hard'words, my man! Your e-mail
to VAW Magazine made no reference to .
them forwarding your messageto me, so |
do not know if you wantto start a dialogue
- on this subject. If you do, good: !f not, so
beit, .
. I wil say quickly that | don t think
"I have an'agenda, My goal was simply to
set down on paper what happened during

" ‘the Ripcord-campaign, good, bad, or

indifferent. When writing ‘Ripcord, | heard a
lot of stories about drug abuse from the -
101* Airborne veterans | interviewed: No
-surprise-thére, The battle was foughtin
1870, and drugs were much more
prevalent in Vietham-in 1970 than back in
1965 19686, or 1967.
From my conversations with

veterans, if appsars thal mérijuana‘fisst

" Refeitingto iy Book Rigcordithé eamail 1"
took me to task for "perpetuating the myth

- started becaming part of-the sceneina blg g

way in 1068-69, and was something that
leaders at alllevels had to contend with by
1970: | wrote what these Ripeord veterans
-fold me—that pot was rarely smoked. in the
field, but that it was not uncommen on
firebases and that the drug {(and booze)
situation was getting completely out of
hand in-redr areas: like Camp Eagle and
Camp Evans.{That heroin became such a

problem in base camps acrass Vietnam in. -

1970-71 tends to:- confirm this.view )

As you know, approxmately 15

percent of rear echelon personnel were
hocked on heroin by 197 1. As combat -
action waned throughout Vietnam, -a lot of

- infantrytroops also messed.around-witn
heroin in 1871-72: | ramember. -

interviewing a retired Navy corpsman'who - -

served two tours.in Vietnam, the latter in'} -

Corps, 1971-72; part of his duties during

. that second tour were 10 run urine tests.on - -
v cmembers:ofthe196™ Lightinfantry 5 a0
~:Brigade: Americal Division, and:he told me .

~thathe was: stunned.that somethmg like» 30
percent: of the: troops in Lcompant

vidence of hsrain -
Thesé realities donot siippo

“smoking in Ripcord makes the Screaming

. Eagles who fought there “look like a bunch

your contention that my disoussion of pot .-

1 agendal

of leaderless, stoned losers who were
incapable of winning any war.”

- I'm stili scratching my head
over that one: Leadertess, stoned

© losers? Good'troops and good
1 teaders fill the pages of Ripcord, from

Capt. Rollison to Capt. Straub to Lt. -
Campbell to Lt. Wallace to- SSgt..

- Burkey, to name only'a few.-The' . - .1~

. book repeatedly emphasizes the
professmnahsm ofithe:troops; inthe «
- A01%, citing-Lt. Kwiecjen;.for o, ¢

: example as to the high quallty of the
- men in his. platoon and how their

"performance in the field flew in the
face of the negative stereotype.of -
troops who smoked dope, didn't care,
etc. - .

"1 believe there are three
references in the book to troeps -

- smoking pot in the field, one from. ...
~ Capt. Hawkins (A/2-506) who had a -
_man killed when he got high onan

observation post, one from Capt.
Rollison (D/2-508) wha told me that a
iot of his troops were smoking dope

" when he first took over the company, - -

and one from a 0/2-5601% troopoer
who said that a few guys passed the
weed during-the company's first night

" on Hill 805.

These three incidents are.

~ presented as freak incidents, not as
the norm. In sach case, | emphasized

-thatthe troops |nvolved thought they
- warein-safe areas, or at least that a
- fack of contact had led some troops:.

to-fower their guard. In each ¢ase, the
| - --pot smoking was confirmed by other

sources, For example, Capt, .

. _Hawkins’ story of pot smoking in the
-Rakkasan AQ was confirmed tome. .

by Lt. Widjeskog (who said that the
situation was worse than Hawkins let
on), just as Capt. Rollison's story was
confired by one of his former..
platoon sergeants (who told-me that .

-the heagds in his platoon would make

sure to be assigned to LPs, Ops,
guard, etc., together so fhey could

- smoke up without interference from

those:who frowned on pot). How in

- God's name could | ignore such

testimony? -

These three exceptlons
aside, the infantrymen of the 101*
Airborne in Ripcord come:across as -

- exceflent soldiers; the book is Irteraily

|ed wuth tales of b ‘oism under fire, .

iose mght of the bugge. picture. Like |
said; I, Ahink you’ re'the guy w1th the

7

‘Turning from pot smoklng in
the’ ﬁe!d to pot smoking on firebases,

| stand by what | wrote. When a career
soldier like John Fox tells me that the
“amaell of marijuana wafted over firebases
when the sun went down, and a-former
artifleryman flike Frank Parko confirms to
me that, yes, a lot of guys smaked.pot on
firebases, well, there:you have it. The.
testimony of Fox, Parko, and others was

'\ confirmed. by. numerous reponers who

wrote-about.(and photographed.and | _
= filmed}.pot smoking atidifferents firebases
K they visited in 1970-71 timeframe. You
probably recall that CBS News filmed-a .
pot. party.in. wh[ch a shotgun Was used as
a pipe when one of thelr camera crews -
visited a 1% AirCav. firebase in Qctober
1870, The CBS reporter emphasized that
there was little sign of the.enemy.inthe .
area and that the troops were bored;
thus, things like pot parties.on firebases
~ were almost inevitable, given the age of
the troops and the generatwn from whnch
they came, -
You are wrong on another point
“Of the nearly 150 veterans Keith Nolan
interviewed for the book” you wrote, "not
one of them actually admitted to their
own drug use; it was always.somebody
else.” Actually, many guys "admitted”
smoking pot to me, although “admitted”
is a harsh wotd, implying thatthere is
something immoral abeut marijuana,
something worse thanthe beer and

© whiskey preferred by many other Gil.s. |

did:not go.out of my way to identify those

[ who *admitied" smoking.pot. These guys-

~are all in their 50s now, with children and’
-grand.children, and (in. most. cases) .
stable lives, and | saw no reasonto
-attach their name to a subject that some.
people like yourself object to so.strongly,
{Over the years, some guys have told me
point blank that they didn't want their
children and co-workers to read about
their drug use in Vietnam.} -

.Not sure what else to add I

thought the tone of your message a bit
- strident, a bit insulting, and the tone of
'this reply.might have been.-a bit more
acerbic if you had not noted having
served with the 101% Aitborne in
Vietnam. Believe it or not, | have a iot of
respect for Vietnam veterans. (wouldn't
‘be writing abiout the subject gtherwise),
and it wouldn’t be tight for a non-yeteran
like me.to be.barking at a veteran like
. you, But; really, | don't know how you
~could fixate so:harshly on.some ‘ﬁeetmg :

-want to get Into this or ndt. If you do I
“look forward t6-your reply: —Kaeith
Wllllam Nolan .




Crossf1re

W1kn1k writes

(cont )

HIGGANUM ‘Conn,.—ldo not want to "get into it" with you but
since you took the time to-write.such a lengthy response, you
deserveto knowwhers P'm-coming from: [.sent an.e-mail of
my-letter [to VEW'Magazineto Chuok Hawkins three-four .-
months ago, but he neverresponded. Sot send a copy to
Vietnam-and MFW;Magazines. VFW contacted you, so I-don't
know what they plan to-do. However; a staff: member of .

. Vietnam: Magazme told mig'he agreed with my comments and
"my Ietter Is in’ the June 2001 Issue. '

l'served W|th the 1015‘t Airborne in Co. Ar2-506" from April 4,
- 1969 to March 28, 1970. I'was an infantry squad leader who.
left the Army with the rank’of staff sergeant.

| fought -at Hamburger Hll, :and | did not appreciate your -

assessment of that battle in Ripcord. As a side note, |'was the

first from Co. A'té safely reach the top of the hlll,-but only after
.a serres of blzarre mmdents .

Now for the real issue, About 10-years ago, my 1 7'—year'-old
niece'was obfivious t6 my Vietham service. When she™
discovered that | was a veteran, the first thing she asked me
was, “How long dtd it take you to kick your drug hablt?"

: Iwae flabbergas‘ced .

As a resdlt ofthat peroeptlon I started giving Ieotures about

" my experlences and the same quastlon always came’up, "How

often'were drugs used in'Vietnam?” When [ teff iisteners what | -
saw (of did not seé), they often ¢ame back wrth “Inther
‘Plateon’ drugs seemed Irke a standard aotrwty -

Movies and Vletnem——the u!hr_nate guide to mrs_mfo_rmjatron.

I never used drugs in Vietnam; and ! rarely saw drug use. |
spent the Jast onth of my tour in Camp Evans‘and.l.never
- saw the heavy fog you described on page 106. Also, [ don't -
know whers you got the term “dopers,” we called them
"heads.” °

Your e-mail said that drugs were more prevalent in 1970 than
in the early years. |-agree. But you pootly reinforced your
argument by using 4 Navy corpsman that served in1971-72
with the 196" Infantry. What's up with that? You're talking -
about’ 12 18 months after Rrpcord andin a drfferenf uhit.

Except'for 1971-72, drug usage in Vietnam was lower than for
American troops statloned anywhere else in the world,
including the United States (The Vietnam War: The IIIuetrated
“History, by Crown Publlshere) o

Even when drug use started to rise in 1971-72, almost 90
he men who served |n Vietnam had already come
Yett e Pl bli : d Killérs.

atlve

You‘really commltted a d'lsservioe when you wrote, "glven the |
age of the troops and the genefatioh from which they came.”
Yes, the country was in upheaval and drugs were in Use

fulithings ,
as growrng t|red ofthe war and |t i

stateside, but you are painting an entire generation as part of -
your analogy. That's not'only unfair, it is wrong.

You also called “admitted” a harsh word becauee it “implies
that there is- something immoral about marijuana.” Are you
suggestrng there is not somethmg rmmoral_ abou ‘.maruuana’ﬁ'

You, also sard your goal was to t the ge
indifferent. That's fine, but the ¥ Way -30itie. of t ng
was writteri, 'with Tew direct qiictes! fdiled to give the reader
atthenticity. When the-veterans you interviewsd:did not want
to.be assoctated with potto protect their families from'the

“truth, how can you be sure they were telling you the truth or

hot exaggerating?-

There will always be two sides to the issues surrounding'the
Vietnam War, be they drugs, atrogitles, tactics, leadership,

PTSD, etc. However, | take exesption with those who wallow

in, or exaggerate the issues, which | believe.some of your |

. sources did. in my travels, 1 sormetimes meetthose kinds of

veterans, and they Just make us.all ook bad. Here are-a few
examples .

On the History Channel there was a program tltled “The True '

Story of the 101%" Duiring the segment on Hamburger Hill a

veteran named Tom McCaul sald, “After the battle, the grunts

put up a sign that read; 'Welcome to Hamburger Hill'." He's flat

.wreng. The sign he's talking about was in the 1987 movie of

the battle. The real sign, of which | have a photo, was.poorly
written liks this, "HAMBURger HILL." A note was later added
to the bottom that asked the question; “Was it worth i7" The
brass took the sign down and no.other sign. was: put up

A Vretnam veteran who lives a fewmiles frem me Jomed me at

-wrsshgohlestures didsnot-knowhir:Everyonsfeltsorryas-he

. hobbled.in with the suppoert of a cane. Then he-told a-fantastic
- story-af how he was Wwounded because he was forced to-low
crawl through a U S:Armyminefield in the.dark when he. was

{rying to-get to the latrine, To top it off, & few days later | got a
call from the teacher who said she saw him briskly walkrng his
dog aleng the road. He was never-invited back. .

Only two-weeks ago; a front-page stery appeared in my local
newspaper, The Middletown Press (Connecticut) about a
Vietnam. veteran who:is so troubled by his war experiences
that the-enly way he will eat'in a restaurantis if he gets a -
oorner table. That way he olaamed "No one can sneak upon’

‘me.”

-Yes.-l have an agenda:’ To clean up the'mieinformed -image
thattoo many people have of the average Vietnam veteran.

- And-the public's perception will not. change as Iong as this kind
of nonsense goes unchallenged, Many of us served proudiy
and havs nothing to-be ashamet of. Teo bad the guys you
interviewed cannat say the same.-—Arthur Wiknik, Jr.




Crossfire ... (cont.)
Nolan replres ' -
BLACKWELL Mo —Thanks for your message Mr
Wikhik. 1 don't agree with what you had to say, but i~
have to respecl the experience that fuels your .
' convrctrorrs.wnamely, serving as an.infantry squad ..
leader inthe.101%in. Vietnam—and since we aren't .
going. o have any meeting of the mmds il tl‘y-tO‘keep
this. shorl r

“ certamly may have been misied by some of the Vets I
interviewed, as you noted, but given the sheer number
who recounted storigs of wrdespread pot smoking at

~ Camp Evans in.the summer of 1970, | don't think so.
Even the brigade commander at Ripcord, then- Colonei
Ben' Harrlson told me that-when he took overthe 3™

~ Brigade, 101% Airborne Division, in June:1970, his

- inspection of the perimeter defenses at Camp Evans .
revealed massive problems, to include the fact that most
of the: posrtmns stank of. maﬁjuana smoke. I'had-heard
as much from junior officers and NCOs in the brigade,
so | feit it sufficient to quote only one of them:in* Ripcord,
namely Blair Case to the effect that there was almost a
fog of marijuana smoke around some hootches at night.
| wouldn't have quoted Case if many others hadn't told
me the same thing.

Incidentally, my reference 1o the Navy. corpsman who
“spoke to me of-heavy heroin use among 196" LIB -
troops In 1974vwas net ag disconnected as-you:dmply,
The heroin problem of the 1970-72 period did not
explode-from nowhere; it was a direct outgrowth of the
maruuana problem.

Riso mcrdentally, veterans who Served with the 101
1971-72 have spoken of Camp* Eagie being, littered with
‘empty herein vials at the time. You do not seem to
doubt that heroin was a majorissue in 1970-72, You do
seem, however, to be saying that marijuana was not a
major issue in Vietnam up until the time you rotated in
March 1970. By 1971, the military itself admitted that
approximately 10-15 percent of the enlisted troops in
Vietnam were addicted to heroin, but you don't think
there was a marijuana probiem that led upto this tidal
wave of drug abuse?!

Everything J've read on the subject, and almost
everyone I'vetalked to, teads me {o believe that there
was a serious drug subculture in Vietnam by 1870, 1

have heard as much from bngade commanders '

' talking to. afe med Dennis, Walker who earned the
DSC with the 3" Bde.. (Separate), 9" Division; in 1970,
He told - me that he never say any drug use in Vietnam
and that he felt insulted by movies like Platoon that
portrayed widespread drug use. ! also interviewed

Walker's-former company cornmander, a retired colonel;
when | mentioned Walker's comments about never
seeing drugs, the colonel said that, yes, Walker was an
excelient solider whose friends were also the better .

.soldlers in the unit, But, continued the colonel many

- men.in the company did use drugs; they were just not
_ stupidenough:to light. up in front of-a: teughf strarght

'Anoi,her comi ent Yo Sheuld not
. about Hamburger Hil Riﬁcord a

aerW, by-theabook soldler ike Walker iy

" personal insult. My comménts had n0thing todo’ wifh the

courage of the.troops on thie ground. My comments did
have everything to do with the mindset of the leaders in
the 101 who would sacrifice the number of troops they
did to take a remote, virtually meaningless objective.in

- the middle of nowhere on the Laotian border at a time

~ when the politicians were pulling the plug on the war -~

and gearing up for the withdrawals, Vietnamization, etc.

If you think General Zias and the athers'who ginned up
Hamburger Hill were some kind of military geniuses, |
won't argue the point too strongly with you, I mean, hell,

_you were there, | wasn't! But, | will say that your view is

a minority opinion. | would also say that commanders
who threw thelr treops into prepared enemy positions,
whether at Hamburger Hilt or-Dak To or Dai Do, or the
Rockpile, were still fighting WWII and had no real
concept how to fight the communists in Vietnam. | could
go on and on about the poor leadership displayed by
senior U.S. Army offi cers during the Vletnam War but

" that isan argument for. anether day..

| will repeat what I've -sai‘d before: Altheugh senior
military. leadership during the war might have been

.. miserable (Have you read The Army and Vietnam, by
“‘Maj” Andrew F. Krepiilevich; USA?), | have nothing but

respect for the courage of the troops who actually fought
the war. | mean, ¢’'mon, isn't that obwous from readmg
Ripeord?

it's odd The more | consider your messages, the more |

think we're on the same side. I'm not Qliver Stone, for -
cripe’s sake! But I'm.also not ‘a whitewashing revisionist

like B. G. Burkett of Stolen Valor fame. T

Anyway, I'll just close here by saying that | hate 1o be at

" odds with.someone like yourself, but | have to write

what people tell me, and sometimes what: people tell me '
is ugly Best wrshes —--Kelih Nolan ' :
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