L B Lo . For family, friends ahd*sur’\zi-\roé-bf the
LT e R R AT PR S P Battleof Fire Support Base Rlpcord

IN WORLD RECORD

KASILCF, Alaska, July 5, 2002—The FSB Ripcdrd Assoclation “donated” a Ripcord baseball hat to the Thunderbird Bar,
increasing the number of hats the bar has accumulated to 23, 186, The T-Bird Bar is in the Guinness Book of World
Records forthe largest collectlon of hats Shown below are Ripcord: veteran Larry Witte and Jonelle Hawkins

Reunion 2002 will be in Cotorado Sprlngs Colo., October 17-20. More information at: www. hergiibram.org/ga htm
Notre Dame plays Air Force Academy on this weekend, Reserve your room now or there won't be any available!




CDONATIONS!

The association wants to say "thanks” to recent contributors, and these include the following
stalwarts: Bill and Sheila Williams, George Pourchot, John Knorr, Chuck Shannon,
- John Waterhouse, Gary and Cookie Raberson, Herb and Veronika Koenigsbauer, Bill
-and Sheila Williams (way to go), Tom and Janyce Rubsam, Wayne Spruill,.Jon Chaffin,
“Mike Weber; Jimi McCall, Tony Cox, D/1:506 Association, Bill and Sheila Williams,
. Charlie and Juapita Tipton, Dave Snyder, and Anonymous. Hmmm_... over.$1,100 total.
" Cheers and a well-:deserved tip of the Ripcord Steel Pot to you all!” '

And, a special thanks goes to “Rupcordette" Patty Radford for all her helpin copying and
ma;lmg the newsletter, Patty, whose husband Gary served as a platoon sergeant in D Co,,
- 2/508" Infantry at Ripcord, assumed copying and mailing duties after the Carlisle reunion.

NOTES and REMINDERS

: MEMBERSHIP is. closmg in‘on the 500 mark, Send NAME and ADDRESS CHANGES to Chuck

: LZ KENT ISLAND f WATCH OUT FOR
. © | WITCHES AND- L s
| STEVENSVILLE, Ml don't know abotit you, but 'm- LITTLE GOBLINSw
- getting sick and tired of all the Vietnam veteran = - . e R
‘Wannabees and other fakers out there: Fred Spauidmg .
" reported that a trio showed up at-the August memorial
service for-Bob Kalsu held at.Fort: Campbell. One guy
swore he was in the. 211" Artillery and, so he claimed,
- even:drove an ammo truck 1o the. ﬂrebase when things

got so hot hehcopters couldn't ﬂy

* Huh? Drove a truck? To FSB Ripcord? | don't think so. 4y L wr EN
- “There ain't never been a road te Ripcord; not then, not “g s &
- now, and it's. my guess that itil:be a cold day in Vietnam L
when there ever is, Wonder whaz that dude was o '
-smokm? L R Well, it's not Ha!loween yet but by the time the next -
newsletter comes out it will be .

- Ohy and whlie we 're al it: Tellme o one: cday during the o
~ -siegethat hell_copt ' pﬂﬂts; didp’ 1 fl)’~ Those QUyS carried : Speakmg of "trlck and treat,”my guess is.that we li be
; ! © - treating Saddar Htssein to a change of address soon,
' thatls, unless we want.to wait around to-see what trick:
¥+ ne has up his sleevefor Us.Bpecial operations forces
~have already been inside iraq-on @ number-of occasions
_.¢hecking out the AQ,.Conventional forces have been
_poised and ready for weeks. But the national debate is

‘and Pentagon wannabees ftoatmg‘around In fact some ‘just beginning to heat up, and there's a lot to be said for
have already tried to collect donations based on the intelligent disagreement in a democracy. Will there be

hornﬁctragedy Shamel y _ . an October surprise? stay tuned

-"’-


Frank
Rectangle


' -alternate chief of section. 155mm howitzer. Thanks, Rick

INCOMING. ..

from across the country and around
theworld . oo oo

'E-mail just'isn’t What it used

1 Ay

To all you pathfinders out there

* | was there, | was a pathfinder; | knew them Pfc. Patrick Boham (call sign Boner). | was supposed to answer
the radio that day but he was closer and said I'f get it. That was when the 81 motor round hit by the opening of the
bunker. N : 7 - : _

He got it on the back of the head; also Pfc. Larry J. Pelt was in the bunker (not a pathfinder 1 think he was
Infantry and had 2 or-3 weeks left to finish his tour, his head was crushed by his helmet). He was just visiting to say
hi, ' I ' .

| was the only pathfinder for that day till about noon or so | was replaced later that day. Trapper was the
other Pathfinder. He got a sucking chest wound, | remember Colonet Lucas, and the artillery captain. { think he got a
battiefield commission before Ripcord. I also knew Capt. Caberro and the other pathfinders like Prize Fighter, Howdy
Doody and Hard Core (their call signs), Mine was.Green Hulk. There was also Milk Man, another pathfinder; | think
he was from Arkansas. ' o _ ' _ I BN .

' It's taken me- almost 30 something years to even trust it, | finally registered with the V.A, and i am going to be.

evaluated for PTSD. It's been a long journey, but | am-a survivor. | am an. artist now {abstract is my thing now). [f you .
know of any Pathfinders and have any E-Mail addresses, could you be o kind as to send them so’| could get.in
touch with them. 1 am also @ writer and filmmaker and at the moment | happen to be writing about my Vietnam
experience, - - [ : o ' . .

ThHank you,

Juan Farlas.. - .+ ' -

101st airborne pathfinder Vietnam 70-71 - -
Call signs that | remember: Cochise, Smoke, Ziggy, Evergreen, Speedy Gonzales, Frito Bandio, Possum,

Hawk, Rigger, Captain, Grease Gun, Zig Zag, Sherlock, Flipo, there was also Capt. Hooper {Medal of Honor) he was

there for a little while. Capt. Montana, Mr. Clean, Prize Fighter, Orange, Sunshine, Sergeant Beaver, Sgt. Crow.

- | would Jove to'go to your reunion. Unfortunately | cannot afford it so good luck.
From Wil sos | | |
| I was at hill 805 with Delta Company [2/5_0-1] and would like to be on your mailing list for the Ripcbrd Report,
Thank you. | .. '

Larry R. Mitchsll
Lawrence, Kans_as

And from-an:old:re

CUHLT e relinion. Thanks, Rick.
Oregon L T
- .-l would like-the quarterly newstetter, if that i possible. | was ini'A Bify., 2/11"“Ar1;,r[was  sergeant and ., - ..




And more INCOMING

Ripcord, accurate book, but ...

. My husband, Gary Foster, was an E-6, in A/2-
508. Hns CO was Charles Hawkins, He was in the battle
_at R:pcord on July 22, 1970. He was-under Lt,
- Widjeskog. Our son brought him the book. R:pcord home
“two weeks ago and: his:is almost.finished-with it, and
says It is so very accurate. The only thing was, he was
-the guy in the book they called Whitecotten, and was a
little upset that his name wasn't there. It has been very
interesting finding your site on the Internet,

God Bless.
Dee Foster
Bronston, Kentucky

Ed;tors note! Lee W:d;eskog and | share the sin of
omission.

A great officer and a gentleman

Just had to send this note along to you after
~reading Keith Nolan's book Ripcord, Screaming Eagles
Under Siege.

I have a vested interest In this particular event,
as believe it or not, | was at Camp Evans during this
time working in the 3 Bde. TOC as the Base Defense
duty sergeant. I worked for Cpt, Leo Radzienda and
also under Ben Harrison.

The main reason | am writing you is to tell you
what a great officer and gentleman Jeff Wilcox was, and
after reading the book, now 1 know the real story of
his hassles with Black Spade.

Jeff Wilcox was a talented, compassnonate
confident and tactically proficient officer, and although |
did not serve under him directty, my dealings with him
were professional, and even though | was only an E-5,
when he would come into Base Defense, he always
treated me in a professional manner, and respected my
expertise gained through my training at £t. Benning. My
pal of 32 years, Peter Senfl, who worked for Major
Kaoho in 8-2, feels the same way. In fact, Pete tried to
call Jeff Wilcox many years ago, but Jeff did not wish to
speak of his experience in Vietnam. Good for him, but a
super guy nonetheless!! Hopefully you will pass on my
amail to him.

When | went to 'Nam, | felt completely out of my
element as 1 was not tough, very big, or particularty
forceful. Neverthought t was "soldierly" enoughl-| took
on the job as Bas’e Defense NCO and drd 4 good feb to
.the utmos '

You gentiemen who survived the- helllsh Ripcord
siege will forever bé heroesto me 1 As 'a famous
Boston Globe columnist the late George Frazier would
have said, you Screaming Eagles had "duende.”

~ Please say hello to Jeff Wilcox and also Ben
Harrison. The General may not remember, but scon
after | came home, | resumed my civilian occupation
with the postal service and he was at Harvard for &
symposium and he came into my retait unit and |
actually sold him some stamps!!
God Bless all of you...you.are all heroes!!

Regards,..
Frank De!ﬁn‘o

And another correctlon/ ciariﬂcatlon

"! enjoyed visiting your Ripcord site. Can |

suggest you change the Units Involved.in the

Battie reference from Pachydemms to 159th Assault
Support Helicopter Battation (Liftmaster)? All three
Chinook companies of the 159th (Pachyderms, Varsity,
Piaytex} flew in support of Ripcord. For example, the
Chinook referred.to on. page 81 of Keith Nolan's book
was from Varsity - | know because | was one. of its
pilots.

Please visit the Stte Im puttmg together for the
159th at - http://www.geronimas.org/Liftmaster. I've
added a link to your site on the Liftmaster Links page. |
hope you don't mind.

Thanks,

Tom Hirschler
Varsity 69-70
tah44@msh.com

Thanks for making the change, | took forward to seeing
the changes you make to the history of Ripoord, As
Keith Nolan says, it was an unrecognized turning point
of the war L

Tom ...~




Still more INCOMING

: Way to go!

- Ijust finished reading Firebase Ripcord by Keith -

Noland for the second time. | was all of one'year old
whenthat-event took place, but you guys did a helluva

Job. Youshouldbe protid of yourselves and what.you -

accomplished. | actually stumbled upon this while
lookmg for other works by Nolan on the Internet.
' ' Once agam way to go

Djoottenball@aol com
At Rlpcord and O Reilly, and defmttely a “part of it!"

I worked at Ripcord’ from May '70 until the
morning of the day the Chinook blew up on top of the
ammo bunker nextto my hooch,

‘'was part of a unit atthe corner of the Pad
rlght up against the ammo Bunker. The quad 50 and the
recolless rifle were within whispering distance of my
hole. | was one of the guys who, during Week 1, had
manhandled & 105 out of the battery and down to the
rim of the hill-so the gunner (who eventually got his face
blownoff at the-same time a Pathfinder buddy of mine -
got-Killedy could do direct ﬂre down the, sude ofthe,
mountaln

the 1st ARVN and _spent a few ,weeks inveal I-Qellp no
resuppl,y.,. no.medics; 1 -prlsoner 5,-and- the orders’ to'
"hold until relreved 2Thy NVA were many.of the ;.

same guys who' d stomped_on Ripcord. Thankfully | rode‘

a stretcherback to the States’ a lot of our ARVN guys
leftin pites. (I'm not trying to minimize Ripcord, To steal
from Bernard Fall, it was "Hell In a Very Small Place "
later apologized to the guy who'd relieved me at”™

:.Thanks for your adwce

ﬂ.Dave Dike STy
Warrenton \/lrglma '

'ks;laierlwent to ORejlly thh*“"" L well, you know tHe rest'ofthe story
. Bottom I|
.. sold ata: premlu_ ;

_supply: and demand gurve rears

Ripcord. I'd had no idea that things would turn so
grotesque; | would have stayed if I'd known.)

I-guess I'm trying to make the point that even
though | missed mest of the ground assaults and the
122 mortars during the final days-at Ripcord, | caught
enough grief between that place and O Reliiy both to
feel like | was part of it ‘

So how do | join the Ripcord Assomat:on?

My name is Edwin Garvm | was. with A/2/501 '

“from Oct 69 to Oct 70. At the Ripcord action-fwas the

oldest grunt in my'platoon.'t was a squad leader and led
our point squad off of 802 and also on the assauli of
1000. | never knew there was a Ripcord Assn. Please

put'me on your mailing list. Also, how can | contact

Keith Nolan. | could give him better information about
our operations than he put in the book. | was on Reup
Hiil, Granite, etc. | served under 5 CO's and Capt.
Goates was one of the best. | can be emailed at
egg@dotplanet.com Thank you for any assistance you
can provide.

Ed Garvin

REUNIQN NOTICE
IMPORTANT WARNING

Make your hotel reservat:ons pnor to the

' SEPTEMBER 14 DEADLINE, or there won't be

any rooms avaitablel

| 'BE SURE TO MENTION “RIPCORD!”

- Notre Dame plays the Air Force Academy in
. football during the reunion weekend. It wasn’t

ptanned that way. In fact, Fred Spaulding was
careful to coordinate the academy’s football
schedule with the hotel and the reunion. But,
money talks and when a-majortelevision -
company offered.to-broadcast the: game if it
were played on THIS particular weeken

rings wil! be

its. head Get
your reunion room prior to. the. deadhne and

~ save big bucks (assuming rcoms are still
--available after the September 14 deadlme)




Yep;you
guessed it!

(MORE INCOMING)

-An-old aviator reports

Firatly got: around tor o
reading my copy of FB Rlpcord
fve had it since your Shreveport
Reunion, Lloyd Rahif was Kind -
enough to get me one and it has
lots of the guys autographed
including you. I'm-honored to know -
you guys, maybe one of these
days we can meet in person,

It's been lots of years, but
rnow maybe | can.get some:.
answers. As | told you before,
Randy House was one of our
pilots, and stilt a good friend. |
haven't seen hlm for a few years
but will again, He attended our
Colorado Springs Reunioh fn 1992
(t01st Reunion), which-{co-
chaired, he:was stationed at Fi.
Carson then. Hedid an excellent:
. jobof pulling things'tegether-

during the evacuation of:-Ripcord;: I_,=> v

canstill-rermemberthe confusmn
as a nineteen year old. i

“Orie question | § ke o gt
answered ‘We'pulled'troops off of ¢

Ripcord that day {several sotties

on my shipy and we also picked up

troops on the ground. | was

i over. We hovered at’ about\S—ﬁ? AP
feet, and | pulied most of the’ guys o

always under the impression that
we were west of Ripcord on a
valiey fioor, but according to the
book maybe not.

| remember the hard time
we had getting down in (hover
hole), and the trouble we had
landing. There were’ logs or.
stumps that it looked like youi-
expected us'{o land oh, but’ they
were elther a mess or knock

up. During this time, we kept.
hearing ahout the 51 cal fire -

- -overhead, etc., and my door
gunnerwas essentially useless

and frozen (not helpingy. Can you
pinpoint where this was? [t sounds
like there was only one group of
guys still out that morning

- according to the book, and it was
.probably your group. | remember
‘someone saying that these troops

had been dropped off earlier:that
day to take the pressure off of
Ripcord, does this make sense?
Anything you can supply would be
appreciated, I'm also:Dave Wolfe's

crew .chief mentioned in the.book .~
that looked over Ken Mayberry's. .

bird after heing -mortared,

g1mm
mortar

: I m alsn gaing to send you

< alink t6 n’artiele that wds written”
.. and published in the Vietnam? "'
«.Magazine by Tom Marshall (also
- the author of The Price of Exit-dnd-> """ -
n _;htt .:l/www screammgeagle org
C/168th Avn. Bri, Phoenix .. .
Camp Evans March 69- Oct 70

a good friend). This article is *
focated-on the 101st Website =
http://www.screamingedgl'e..or‘g/rip

cord.htm! You've probably seen it
before, you are aiso mentioned in

¢

A

it. Anyway, | wanted you to read
this story and give me your
opinion on whether we could ever
find-the guy that gave me the note
"Thanks for Saving Our Asses"

o that we passad to the pilots

(discussed)m the story), My bird
h

CMy. hellcopterhad
hydraulic, prdb ms.at Rapcord in
ay, we thought we mlght have to

" _8pend the night there for.a while,
“but we got the problem corrected,
. Whew! On May 18th, one of my

best friends (Carlton Gray - door

- gunner) and both-pilots crew were .
" lost near Ripcord on a log mission

that is alse mentioned in the-book.
They found our crew chief sitting
on a tree stump days laterin a:
daze with head injuries. He was.
evac'ed. Gray and | had a big
party planned for two days later to
celebrate our binhdays. |

 I've been to several-of the

Vietnam Helicopter Pilots

Reunions, and in fact am goingto .

the one.in Las Vegas over the 4th

of July. Several Phoenix pilots will
_be there, but not a larger turnout

by far. Ken Mayberry-is going for

~-sure; | talked:to him last wesk. -
Tom Marshall is also registered.
One of these days maybe we can

get a bunch of them to come to-

one of your reunions or vice versa. .

| was amazed to see s0 many of
the Ripcord veterans were living in

 Colorado, one here in this town:

{Greeley) 'l try to look up. Jim
Kwiecien is also a friend. of mine:
he's a member of the Rogky -
Mountain Eagles Chapter that |

~ founded in 1989. We get together

several times a year; he hasn't
attended many lately though. He
lives in Manitou Springs.

Well, didnt mean.to: write
a book myself, Please help_if you

. .can, or please try to put me.in
. _contact with someone that. can
;Sorry for askmg so many,.., ...




o

More incoming... cont.

Who was whom? -

- My'name Is-Bernie Davies and |

éewed--with D Battery, 2/320th Field Artillery,: « -

“joining'them-in:September 1870 and serving
-until September:1971.‘My-récollaction of. s
“Hearing about'Ripcord-is.that it was Alpha . ...
‘Battery, 2/320th Field Attiliery, not 2/319th
Field ‘Artillery, Can-you clarify this matter for
‘me? Also you have a wonderful website and |
look forward te getting the book.and to
getting more chapters on your website.
Thank you. -

. . 000 .

Thank you for your quick reply. |
would like to receive the Ripcord report. |
have had a super Thanksgiving holiday. Your
e-mail just added to it, There is so much | am
thankfui for, including the privilege of serving
with the 101st and making it home all right. |
hope you had. a good:holiday as well. | look
forward to keeping up with your website, the
report and getting the book, Thank you,

Bernie Davies .~ |
(No address provided) _

Editor's niote; It was Bravo.Battery, 2%
Battalion, 319" Artiliery that.had the 105s on
F\’ipcord.‘_ _ _ o :

Let's go to the video tape!

Looks like the wife and | will be
coming to this years reunion, We are both
looking forward 1o it. Just one small reguest,
Could you contact who ever has the videos
of the visits to the ripcord site bring there
video? We've only been to the Shreveport
reunion and the video was not there,

Thanks. See you in Colorado
Anthony Critchlow

Friends of the association

SR ‘f_‘ém' wrig'_i'ng.:fdi’ my husband, TGI‘W S

Villams: He is & Vietham vet (1970-71)
brothe to"Jerry Moyer (Ripcord
vet):;’ grasted in fnformation on the i

Ripb_o_f reunlor ) )
and wollid fike'to know what. activities we
couid:participate in and how to register, etc,..

Thank you, _ ' I
Julie Williams, Juliew@ccp.com

Ve liave a place to stay R

1

- what it was. Larry Witte took my daughter, Jorglle. and'me there

~ Marty, in Eagle River. She's doing well and sends’he( reg’ards-'tp '

~ Well, they counted; sent in the total with certified verification,

P “~Oh, the .Ce',re_mo'r‘fy?:_!;arrji pulled up. é;n‘his'dUS'tyAias_kaigra'\wi]koéd
angd -0 o )

_ bartender rang up the score—No. 23,186—and we'took afew . -
 digital pictures to prove this major adcomplisiment to the- N

THERE’S A BAR IN ALASKA

KASILOF, Alaska~No, not that kind of “bar.” the other kind where
you'drink beer, iisten to the juke box and see who can fell the.

- biggest fish story. Oh, yeah, Alaska has ménty.fg_f_tjhé_’sf.e;cé.tn'ep_i@inds _ j

©+ of bars too—grizzly, Kodiak brown bear, .black bear .. hey, even

way-up-north-are-the nanooks—erior

o :

ys:polaf bears; - -

Anyway. This particular establistiment is thé Thunderbird Bar, and |
it comes complete with a totem pole outside—at least | think that's

for a kind of ceremony on July 5. (We were p for Mom's 815
birthday and decided to hang around- a few days. We also visited
Mike and Marty Mueller in' Anchorage, and Gabe Rollison's widow,

the association.) .~ -

The ThunderbirdiBar has been accumulating hats for some time
now. It seems that one day a few years back someone remarked
that the bar had:to.have the largest collection of hats in the world.

“witness signatures, court rulings and what ever éise Guinness
(they make beer, don’t they?) needed to include it in the Guinness:
Book of World Records: Sure enaugh, Thunderbird Bar came out
tn'top spot. The hat collection has been growing by leaps-and

“bounds ever since. There's even a.counter to keep track these
days, just so they don't have t¢ count them.over again sometime.”

pot.hofe buster (seen above), Jonelle;and:! crunshed intothe ... -
‘parking lot in, a rented tin can.with wheels, we had some beer ‘and.
“pretzels, shot the, buylf with the bar tendeér {an Al Force veteran of
the Vietnam, gra);.and presented him with the hat. Thenthe . ..

association membership,

Chuck Hawkins—Editor

-
!




- was defended by approxmately two hundred soldlers on -.

: .MaJorGeneral and MrsiiPatreaus Janand Bob‘ R
" McLaughlin, BobKalsu'Jr, and Jill Horning, retatwes and
. -friends:of the Kalsu family, distinguished guests
. Ripcord: Assoclation:mermibers; fellowmoldiers and
' veterans, ladies and gentiemen: e

Maj. Gen. (ret.) Ben Harrison’s

Speech at the Memorial
Ceremony for Bob Kalsu at Fort
Campbell KY ‘August 9 2002

St

< ftismy pnvilege and: honorto join you today on

' 'thls solemn occasion as we-gather at the home of our
~great divisionto'remember and honor the selfiess

sacrifice 82 years ago of one of our division's heroes, -
First Lieutenant James Robert Kalsu. Lt. Kalsu, the

“commander of Alpha Battery, 2nd ‘Battalion, 11th Field

Artillery, located on Firebase Support Ripcord, died on -

- 21 July 1970 while leading his troopers during one of
the many enemy bombardments of the besnaged

firebase that day..
Fire Support Base Rlpcord was a barren hiﬂtop
located in & mountainous jungle. area éast of the Laotian

- border and near the northern end of the A Shau valley,

This was an enemy base area just south of the border
with North Vietham. The 101st:Airborrie Diviston mlss:on

© was to strike at the-enemy supply bases and

sanctuaries near the nofthern end of the A Shau: va!ley
and to interdict the movement of North Vietnamese
troops and supplies coming down the Ho .Chi Minh.trail;.
towards the populated areas of South Vietnam: After
four weeks of repeated air assaults and bitter fighting, -
Fire Support Base Ripcord was established on Hill 927
on 11 April. The 105 and 156 artillery batteries located -
on Firebase. Ripcord provided the means to strike the
Ho Chi Minh Trail and support the infantry soldiers -
fighting along the enemy trails and rldgellnes inthe
jungle around the firebase.

The effective fire missiens of the two artillery
batteries located on Ripcord caused the North :
Vigtnamese Army. B4 Front ordered the 324B Division to
seek the total destruction of the firebase as its sole
priority and objective at the time=-its first ever full
division mission, The 3248 Division launched a
coordinated siege with three infantry regiments
supported by artillery and antiaircraft battalions. With the
304 North Vietnamese Division.in support, the 324
Division was able.to concentrate all its forces in -
attacking Ripcord and our American troops. Ripcord

the hilltop: and an average of six hundred ‘soldiers -
operatingin the field in‘the’ Rspcord araa ‘The'23-day -
siege of firebase Ripeord’ commenced on-1-duly 1970,
and ehded:6f; 23 July 197 0:2All troops and equipment
were withdrawn from:the firebase and-from field”
locations on-the-23d. It was the largest helicopter-
evacuation of American troops under direct enemy fire
during the entire in the war in Vietnam. Massive air and
long range artiliery immediately began to strike the targe

. reported to them in the. summe,r of 1968 After afew.
":games of: his rookje year,’

|+ proved once’again tha

concentration of enemy forces around the old firebase
The enemy siege of the firebase had resuited in

repeated daily enen’iy maortar, rocket and magchinegun

attacks. Bravo Battery, 2nd Battation, 318th Field

- Artillery on Ripcord was totally destroyed on 18 July

when an ammo re-supply Chinook was shot down and

‘exploded directly:on top‘of this, ouronly 105, battery.
'The'155 artillery battery-on RIDCOI‘d theii assumed .
“incléased responsibillty for prowding fire suppon 10 the

embattled infantry unifs who were éonstantly engaging

. .the enemy on the ridges and in the valleys surrounding
- the firebase. As-with-all situations of this'sort, combat
- Jeadership became the mostimportant element for
-survival and mission accomplishment, :No ‘man on the
hill was better suited to step up-and lead his men in the
“pattle than 1st it. James Robert Kalsu, the perfect man
" to'be in command of the ione operational artillery battery

left on the besieged firebase. Where did he come from?
How did he get there? What kind of man was he?
Bob Kalsu was the only child of Frank and Leah

: -Katsu He was raised In the Okiahoma City area where
" his competitive nature and drive to succeed were

exhibited at an.early ags. He ptayed everything... All
kinds of games, including bowling, card games, " -

.checkers, jacks; golf and football, always with the great

will to win, Although-highty successful in high school

_athletics, he did not have an over'infiated ego. He was a
-..-devout Catholic who understood the importance of :
~ family. Those values s0 important to develop character

“were instilled in him as a young man.

After graduation from high school, he attended

“the: University of: Oklahoma-on afootball scholarship.

While attending-this college football powerhouse, Bob
Kalsu chose to enroll in ROTC where his leadership

_qualities were recognized as he advanced through the

system to the rank of cadet colonel of a battalion. He
worked hard a$ a football player to be the best he could
be. During his senior year he captained the Orange
Bowl winning ‘Oklahoma team ‘and recewed All-

American honors.

During hi$ last year in college, Bob made the

most important declsion of his young life, marrytng Jan

Darrow. She brought great happmess to his life and he
to hers. His daughter Jill was born after Bob éntered the
Armmy and became the apple of his eye. His son, James
Robert Kalsu Jr was born two days after Bob's death on
Ripcord. How proud Bob would be of his children and
grandchildren today. ‘

After graduation from college, Bob Kalsu was
drafted by the Buffalo Bills as an offensive lineman. and

Wi .__ked h:s way-up to me.

tartmg Imeup for the’

qm playgr gnd
es as he. Was| named

sarhad the respect of hils’ teérri?nat

- the team "Rookie Of Th‘?_ Year " H:s future could not

have been brighter.

Up to this point in his life; what is s0 e
recognizable in Bob Kalsu was that he was a ieader in
everything that he did and wherever he went. His
exemplary character was non-negotiable. He was




 +*B6b Kalsu'wais 2 mah whose characts
- and integrity were 'such that bnce fiaving

. aevoted 1o his faith, his wife and family, and to his
friends. This great devotion extended to his country as
well. Upon taking the oath of an officer in the Army after
his graduation from Oklahoma, he reaffimed his’
commitment to serve his country in time of need.

- One must ask why'a young man
would.chooseto: give up-this'idyllic world
- forthe dangers of serving as & citizen )
~-soldierin-a far off and remoteland- “-'-
+wheredeath Or'injury were'a constant "
< reality. The answer is'a simple’one. For' = 1"
“-BobKals; itwas-not a miattel of chioice;

taken an oath to serve his country, he
- was honor bound and fully committed, it -
is this sense of duty-and honor-that we -
- revere today, and that was then and
remains now the core value of our great
Army, : '
On his arrival in South Vietnam
in mid-November of 1969 Bob was
assigned to the 101st Airborne Division
Artillery where he served as an artillery
officer on several of the division
firebases located in the southern part of
the division AO. When things heated up
in the Ripcord area of operation up
north. the best of men were needed on
the big guns, and. Bob Kalsu was
assigned to serve:as the execulive
officer of the 155 battery located on.
- Firebase Ripcord, After & brigf periad in

- this capacity; he assumed command of
Alpha Battery, Second of the 11th Field
Arlillery, when the battery commander
was wounded and medevaced to the
rear. It was during this critical period on
Firebase Ripcord that Beb Kaisy -
assumed the role that would best utilize -
his great character and many talents. It
was & role that he had untknowingty
prepared for all of his life, that of a great i
combat leader, '

"He feared absolutely nothing.” That was the.

way Lieutenant Kalsu was described by his fellow
artillery battery commander, Captain Phit Michaud.
Those galiant soldiers who served on the firebase
during this period, (many of whom are here today),
recall with great pride how Bob Kalsy repeatedty
exposed himself to incoming enemy fire to ensure that -
the outnumbered grunts in the bush recgived the much
needed fire-support from the battery to &lUirive tHe
vicious:battles thatwere. oectirring daily. . -

b

example:<those omthe-firebdse iermember the big bare-
chested white guy moving around the open area of the
156 battery talking, joking, working with and inspiring his
men. They also remember Specialist 4 David E
Johnson, a black member of the batiery, who was
almost the same size of Bob Kaisy. and who would

-nBob:Kalsu was & nattial fsader who 185'by ~ *

challenge his commander to a contest 1o see who coulg
hump the most 97 pound 155 shells from the ammo
storage bunker to the guns before giving out, Each of
the two men would ptace one round on each shoulder
with a third round placed between the two across the
back of their neck and the race. with
'+ each Carrying three hundred pounds
~was on. The remaining members of
" < the battery would take.befs o .who of
“the twt_;:"g“i‘an‘ts.:fcéqI:d;hj;mp,‘t‘he maost

.. thiese two dedicated, soldigfs. and
"' 'good friends would die together from
the direct hit of an incoming montar
round during an enemy barrage.
As the conditions on the
- firebase deteriorated from the
constant enemy bombardments.
leadership became the most
‘important factor ih the battie to the
-men on the hill. Combat leadership
“can be nurtured and developed, but-
great combat leadership requires a

does not come simply from rank or
authority. Bob Kalsu possessed and
exhibited all of the core values and
qualities in a man so necessary to
lead men in combat.

of Bob‘;k_(-alsu, the warrior. Today on
this groind, Bob Kaisu receives his

a soldier and great combat leader by
his division and his Army and by his
former comrades in arms, who like
him, answered the call of their nation
in time of need, and who best ~
appreciate, respect and admire the
qualities of a great combat teader like
Bob Kalsu, and who best understand
the great sacrifice made by him, We
honor him, and. mourn his passthg. -
With the dedication today of this magnificent
building in his honor, the memory of Bob Kalsu wilf
extend beyond his family, friends and comrades in
arms. It will extend to all of those magnificent soldters
who come in the future to serve in.our great division, as
every soldier who reports in to Ft, Campbell as a ..
"Screaming Eagle" will pass through-this building and
thereafier know-the story of the great combat Ieadership
qualities exhibited by st It, James Ro alst Uhd
thie worst of conditigns:’ = i % s

© v God- Bless BobKalsl and &l lendid,
s.ol'dié'r-sl’\'fidhbi‘-'c’iiéd?w:‘thﬁhim’in"tne"Ri,pqo‘ d e. God
Bless the Kalsu-family: Ggd .Bless‘;:é’!l'df’puc!\ge_te._gang,‘.-
God Bless the men and women sefving today. in our .
armed forces. God:Bless our great Army. God Bless
those "Screaming Eagles” serving in our magnificent
division, and God Bless America.

Yilr ot iiftdy 1y 112}
EEUR IR TR SR TN H ;,J:;-,u, Lt
Wil ittt i balathas

.Tounds before, giving,out.first: Both of -

. -Today, we honor the memory. _

greatestaccotade as he is honored as

core vaiue that comes from within and |
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Fire Support Base Rlpcord Association, and is . |
the authoritative voice of history of the battle.
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